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Letter i st -

S i 1

1 have had for five years together the honour
of corresponding with you in my name . My
business augments daily and requires an as¬
sistant : I have chosen my daughter ’s husband
Mr . Z . for that purpose , who will take share
in every branch of my commerce . Give him
and me your favour and affection ; we will
further in copartnership , endeavour to de¬
serve your entire confidence , which hitherto
you have shewn to me . We will continue
our business as before , and endeavour to
serve every one with sincerity and honesty .

Take notice of the subscription of out-
names .

I refer myself to your friendship * I wish
you well , and remain

your most humble servant
A . B .

We shall further sign A . B . & Company .
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Letter 2 a -

.These ten years I have endeavoured to
acquire the knowledge of commerce . I have
used all possible means to augment myself in
said branch , and am at present determin ’d
with divine assistance , to begin to trade for
myself .

My duty obliges me , Sir , to acquaint
you therewith , and to tender you my best
services , recommending myself to your
favours .

The honour which my father lias hitherto
enjoyed , in being numbered amongst your
friends , gives me reason to hope for the same ,
desiring you will excuse my freedom in requi¬
ring it .

A sufficient stock , and a necessary expe¬
rience , qualifies me to serve my friends ac¬
cording to wish , as well in bills - of- exchangc ,
as in buying goods . Though I am but a
beginner , i flatter myself to let each enjoy
the benefits which may be expected from other
houses here . And if requisite , you may
enquire after my circumstances from Mr . R . —

Please to regard my subscription , and
give no credit to any other .

Favour me soon with your orders . The
zeal for your interest , will convince you ,
that I ’m with the greatest esteem

your most humble servant .

Letter
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Letter 3 d -

( Being an answer to the second .)

Yonr agreeable favour of the 4 ,!l ' May ac¬
quaints me with your intention . May heaven
vouchsafe to bless all your undertakings ! It
will be the greatest satisfaction to me , pro¬
viding our mutual correspondence does but
make our acquaintance of a long duration ,
and that the ties of friendship which is already
united with your father , may thereby , be
made more lasting . I will endeavour to do
all that lies in my power thereto .

Here with 1 make the commencement .
Can you buy me the undermention ’d goods ,
at the prices thereto prefixed ? which when
performed , please to send them with all ex¬
pedition . I rely on your probity . The lading
may he consigned to Mr . P . S . at Hatnbro ’,
by whom you may on remitting the bill - of-
lading , draw for the amount . This day I
make mention of the necessary .

Your hill will be duly honoured , on which
you may depend .

Use me so , that I may call on ' you again ,
and by which our business will have the grea¬
ter appearance . I salute you kindly , and
remain .

A 5 Letter
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Letter 4 th ’

IVXy last to you was to - day eight days ; sincewhich , I have been favoured with none of
yours .

Deliver the inclosed to Mr . R — . I have
desired him to send you for my account 2
hogsheads of Coffee , 1 hit 1' of Indigo & c . ,
and draw on you for the amount . If it hap¬
pens , please to honour his draught for the
same , and get the whole insured . Before
the time of payment , you may expect a re¬
mittance .

Mr . I\T— will send you 20 hags of Cotton ;
they go as formerly by the way of Lunenburg .
God bless you , I remain

your humble servant .

Letter 5 th -

( Being an answer to the third .)

Your favour of the 6 th- of last month shews
me so much friendship , that I cannot but
receive it with the most sincerest thanks . I
will further endeavour to deserve the same ,
in serving you honestly .

According to your desire , I have bought
the merchandises required , and shipped the
same in the Hope Cap ' - Termcer for Harnbro ’,
consigned to Mr . P . S — . This day I send

him
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him the bill -of- Iading , and draw on him for
Crowns 3182 : — at 2 usances at 27 ^ Sh .
not doubting of bis acceptation .

Inclosed you receive the bill - of - parcels ,
which at 27J- Sh . amounts to the above sum .

The Cap ' - proposes to sail in eight days ,
God grant him a safe voyage !

I hope you ’ll be quite content with this
trial . You had prefixed the prices very
strictly ; it was with much difficulty I got
them . Indigo has risen 1 sol within these
two days ; the provision of Coffee here is but
small , and brandy seems to rise too . All
other articles are at a stand . We are defi¬
cient of a great many things . Our West -
india - men stays out beyond all expectation ,
so that a sudden change must insue , which
will tend to the augmentation of prices .
You will know what use to make of this in¬
formation . Vouchsafe to favour me further
with you !* orders ; in pursuance you will find
liow sincerely I serve you . Continue your
kindness towards me , and believe , that I
am always with the greatest esteem & c .

Letter 6 th -

According to the inclosed bill - of - lading I
have bought for the account of Mr . — ship¬
ped on board the Hope Cap ' - Tcrmeer , con¬
signed to you ; viz :

2 Hog -
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2 Hogsheads Coffee N° I & 2 .
I Hh l1, Indigo N° - 3 .

The Cap ' - sails with the first good wind .
On his arrival , which God grant may he safe ,
you will he kind enough to receive the goods ,
and transact according to Mr . S — ’s orders .

This date I have drawn on you for

_ _ jooo : — j to Henry Christoph .
— — 6g2 : — to Herman Jacobs .
Crowns 31S2 : — at 2 usances , this

day at 27 ^ Shi .
The acceptance of which I highly recom¬

mend . Accompt for the same with the above -
mention ’d friends , who will undoubtedly
haven given you advice thereof .

Make use of me per occasion . At the
bottom you ’ll find the prime cost of our goods .
If you have need of any of them , I shall ex¬
pect your commands . You will always find
me ready to serve you . After a cordial sa¬
lutation , I remain

your humble servant .

Letter 7 tlls

The goodfornothing Carrier Brand ! lias
as yet , not delivered the goods , you sent
by him four weeks ago . I expect him with
pain . If he does but come in time !

You
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You will receive 50 Casks of Smalt from
Mr . N — . Are forwarded as formerly to Mr .
Herman at Amsterdam .

I have nothing more to add at present .
My compliments , and I remain .

Letter 8 th *

The information your agreeable favour of
- th . October gave me of Cap ' - Roose ’s arrivalat Cadix , was greatly satisfactory . Since
which , have receiv ’d no further information
from you . Tho ’ 1 hope you will have him
with your erenow .

The sorrowful news of an almost univer¬
sal earthquake , has greatly afflicted me . That
it lias even been felt in your neighbourhood .
God grant ! your city may have been exempt !
My it Chests of linnen lies probably unsold
by you . Agreeable presumptions for me ;
otherwise the universal misfortune may have
been detrimental to me . I hope the best .
You are my friend , my dear friend , and
from thence you may conclude , how disagre¬
eable it will be for me , providing the calamity
lias befalen you .

The compassionate destruction of the city
of Lisbon , will cause an unavoidable stroke
to commerce . Whereas you will be pleased
to be cautious in disposing of my goods , ob¬
serve the purchaser be good , to avoid all
dangers , tending towards my loss . The pre¬

sent



sent juncture is alas ! greatly intricate and
embroiled . Credit is lost ; hence the grea¬
test precaution must be observed .

Permit me to draw on you for 2000 du¬
cats ; having this day order ’d Mr . X — . in
Altona to draw on you for that sum . He will
acquaint you with the result thereof . I re¬
command to you the honouring of his bill .

On your receiving more money , may re¬
mit me in sure bills the sum I advanced .
I depend on your good usage . You may
easily guess the scarcity of cash , when trade
is so greatly indanger ’d . Assist me as soon
as possible .

May the approaching New - year be atten¬
ded with as much fortune , as calamities as
ended this , in a very remarkable manner !
God grant it ! May it be prosperous to all ,
and in a particular manner to you . Let hap¬
piness ' and blessing attend you , when your
destiny must make me rejoice . Live conren *
tedly ! Asswage my uneasiness by a favou¬
rable answer . I remain with the most un¬
variable friendship <Scc .

Letter 9 th1

( Being an answer to the eighth .)

Copy .

A . t last I can acquaint you with the safe aiy
rival of Cap r- Loose ; he has been since ye¬

sterday



sterday at anchor in our road -. I wish you
joy therewith .

I shall receive the 5 Chests of linnen which
he has loaded for you , and neglect no oppor¬
tunity in disposing thereof . Tho ’ at present
I have but little hopes thereto . The general
earthquake , whose shogs have been felt by
our city , has put every one into fear and
astonishment , and caused an entire stop to
trade . It was the day before yesterday , that
each minute threatened our destruction .
Three agitations of an earthquake , tho ’ not
strong , was attended with an unusual deluge ,
that threatened our place with an entire
inundation . The surges gathered into huge
heaps , and rolled in frightful waves towards
our haven , where they sunck as in an abyss ,
by which the lowest part of the town only
suffered . Heaven be praised that these ter¬
rible moments are past , without making
more desolation . I have been one of the
most fortunate , for my finest wares lie in the
upper part of the town , and together with
yours , have escaped all damage . I am glad
to acquaint you with this agreeable news !

1 hope this disaster will not have dimi .
nish ’d your former confidence towards me .
I will endeavour to make myself more worthy
of the same , at this critical juncture , so de¬
structive to commerce . Leave the care of
your interest to me ; I will regard the same
equal with my own . God protect us against
all cross accidents , to whose mercylcommit
you , and remain ;

Sir ,
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Sir ,
This is a copy of my last to you , since

I find in your last agreeable favour to me ,
that you have not received it . If it is not
yet arrived , you find the contents in this .

What I have answered in it , I will not
mention here . Your tender care for my per¬
son obliges me to return you the most obli¬
ging thanks . Y' ou shew me so many favours ;
may I never make myself unworthy thereof !

Your linnen lies yet unsold on my hands -
The afflicting news of Lisbon , Cadix an Se -
vilien , not to mention other places , has frighte¬
ned me from selling any thing , as we are un¬
certain what the consequence of this last
earthquake may have been . Disagreeable
news is to be expected . Good God ! have
compassion on those who must feel them !
Mean - while nothing more can be done at
such a time , as only using precaution in sel¬
ling , in which depend solely on me . I will
look on your goods as my own , and dispose
of them as such , observing the loss or gain
as my own perquisite .

Mr . N . according to your order , mentions
his drawing on me for 20C0 ducats , at I
usance , of this 4th ' of December . I will
willingly honour the same , be punctual in
payment when due , and charge your accompt
therewith .

As soon as I have disposed of any thing
further , will advise you thereof and remit
you the amount in safe hills on Amsterdam .

I return you thanks for your kind wish ,
•11 the commencement of this New -year . God
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grant it may take place . May the supreme
being shower down his best of blessings on
both you and yours , and crown all your en¬
deavours with a happy event . Oh ! how
agreeable it will be for me , to receive always
good news of your welfare ! Let your good
will towards me always remain . I am <Stc .

Letter io th >

Three of your agreeable favours , as the ao ' 11,
29 th - Oct . and 5 *1’- instant , lie before us un¬
answered . Having nothing to enlarge the .
icon , as the contents of each are already
effectuated .

We are Hill in expectation of the bale
No . per Carrier Beer . The expences you
have been at thereon , please to place to a
new accompr .

Our old accompt will balance with the in¬
closed bill for Rd . 144 . 9 . - on John Leisner .
We return you thanks for monies advanced , as
also for your speedy forwarding of our goods .

In a little time Mr . Otto will send ano¬
ther chelt ; which we shall expect by the first
Carrier .

Please to further the inclosed .
If you find us able , to be anyway servi¬

ceable to you , do but command . We will
endeavour , to demonstrate how much we
are your

most bumble servants .
B Letter
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Letter n th -

onr agreeable letter o-f the 16 ' 1’" instant ,
came safe to onr hands last post .

Since which \vc hope Carrier Beer will
have delivered without damage the bale No . g
Inclosed you ’ll receive the bill - of - parcels
thereof , for which credit our accompt for
15 ink . 6 sh .

The remitted Rd . 144 . 9 sh . banco , on
John l .eisner , is accepted . It amounts ex¬
actly to our disbursed money ; and when re¬
ceiv ’d will balance your accompt .

As soon as the chest arrives from Mr .
Otto , it shall be forwarded without delay .

Your inclos ’d was instantly deliver ’d .
Honour us further with your commands ;

we will accomplish them with punctuality and
exactitude . We return you thanks for your
offers ; and will be so bold , to make use of
them , as occasions may serve .

Farewel . We salute you kindly , and
always remain & c .

Letter 12 th ’

According to the inclosed bill - of - lading ,
he pleas ’d to receive our of Cap ' - Siemsen ’s
vessel when arrived , I chest No . 10 . and do
with ith , conform Mr . S ’— s orders at Halle .

We remain after cordial salutation & c .
Letter
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Letter 13 * *

A . little before the depart of the post , hews
arrive that Cap ' - 11- . isgor into the mouth
of the Elbe , from Lisbon . As soon as he

gets up , I will i-eceive youl - yo rolls of tobac¬

co , and comply with your orders in regard
to the same .

Farewel , I remain yours & c .

Letter i4 tlu

i nclosed we remit you in our first hill of ex¬
change , Rd . 350 . - in Louis d ’ors at 14 days
sight , on Munime Fedderson .

The inclosed gives him advice thereof ;

who undoubtedly will readily pay it . Should

he contrary to our opinion demand a prolon¬

gation of payment , it may be given him ; pro¬

viding he accepts the bill . We judge hint

to he safe enough . For how - much you cre¬

dit our account in banco , pray pleafe to in¬
form us .

It will be agreeable to us , if our accompt

for the future could be kept in Louis d ’ors .

On our sending an abstract of our aecompt -

current , you may change the balance thereof
into that currency .

Mr . B — in D — uses us very ill . We have

expected an answer in vayi , since the io ' 1' -
Ed of1
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ofJanuary 1754 . About a year ago we receiv ’d
3 bales of Cotton from him , and from that
time to this , neither advice oraccompt . Af¬
ter deducting the amount of the 3 bales , we
have still a demand of about 600 Mk . banco .
Can ’ t you give us good advice , how to come
belt to an end with him ? We will expect
your opinion , and remain with all possible
esteem your

very humble servants .

Letter 15 th '

Being an answer to the former .

Your agreeable letter of the 14 " 1' instant , is
arrived safe .

The Bill of exchange then sent , for Rd . 350
in Louis d ’ors , on Mr . Fedderson is accepted .
He honoured it without any exception ; and
I judge he will pay it when due . When per¬
form ’d , will acquaint you with the amount in
banco .

On your sending the account current , the
balance shall be posted in Louis d ’ors , and
your accompt be kept in that specie for the
future . The immoderate usage of Mr . B —
towards you , surprises me no little . My bu¬
siness with him is but small ; tho ’ I must ack¬
nowledge , I know no other , than his being-
in good credit . Iam almost persuaded to be¬
lieve , that this negligence proceeds rather
from the irregular proceeding in business , as
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his not being able to pay . But the firft is suf¬
ficient to destroy the good character of a
merchant .

An earnest admonition , will probably be
the best . Tho ’ he might pretend the letters
clit not come to hand . Good ! Draw on him ;
make the draught payable to me ; I will take
care , it be produced , and the letter of advice
deliver ’d into his own hands . Don ’ t you
judge this the safelt ? According to my insight ,
it is the only way to come to a termination
with him .

I ’ll expect your resolution , and remain
with this assurance , of being always willing
and ready to serve you & c .

Letter x6 th '

Sir ,

Since my last of the 8 th- instant , I have been
favoured with none of yours .

I have received the 350 Rd . in Louis d ’ors
from Mr . Fedderson , and credited vour ac -
compt at 10 Mk . 8 si . banco for 735 Mk .

I have no more to add at present , than
only to assure you , that I ’ll always remain

your servant .

B 3 Letter



Letter 17 th - }

I have receiv ’d two of yours , of the ligand
15 th ' inftant . Am glad to find your having
booked conformable , the ioo Rd . you sent
me . It would have been more pleasing to me ,
if you had sent some loo l,!. more . In this
manner you will be long in paying olf the
sum advanced , when after during half a year ,
receive hut about 2C0 Mk . Banco . How many
years wiil he required to discharge 2300 Mk ?
Do but consider this —

But I must comfort myself with others .
Your Creditors will probably all have the same 1
fortune ? Yes , yes ! You tell me so yourself .
You have a mis - understanding with Mr . Bar¬
tels , consequently lie will not pay the bill of
no . - I . : - You have said enough ; the sense
is : I am indebted to him ; rho ’ I neither can
nor may pay him , for which reason lie refu¬
ses me payment . Is not this a pretty affair ?

Therefore you apply to me ; that I may
keep the bill ; I will , providing you send me
the money , as it is indorsed to me . Which
if not perform ’d before respite davs are ended ,
a Notary publick will earn protelt - expcnces ,
all which , together with the deserving affront , P
will fall on you . One is not accustomed to
such proceedings from merchants of prudent
and discreet bchavioures . Any one can trade
with another ’s money —

Louis



Louis d ’ors fall , the price at ' present is
Ivlk . io . 7 sh . The course of exchange veil !
fall in g days . Had you remitted the money
now , or a little sooner , you would have gai¬
ned , considerably thereby , even more than
double interest . Tho ’ you could not be aware
of this change before hand , and what you
loose , I ’m n,ot obliged to make good . I make
this observation , that you may not afterwards
be troublesome to me , on the low price of
Louis d’ors .

Thus far about the pretended bill of ex¬
change . I have nosy something to say to you
about my own demand .

I am not willing to proceed according to
the severity of tire law , with my friends .
I have had patience for a long while ; you
will have sufficiently observed this , whenyoti
allow , that payments are to be made in due
time , especially when the agreement is for
ready money . Can you take it amiss , if,
contrary to my inclination , I take such me¬
thods for the recovery thereof as the law di¬
rects ? If you know what right and equity is ,
you must approve of it . Therefore prepare
yourself for sending me the greatest part of
my demand , by the return of the post , or
I ’ll proceed according to the rigour of the
law . The first method will be the most
agreeable to me . Let me hear no more of
your promises , affirmations and braging . All
these verbosities do not profit me a shilling .
Behave yourself as an honest man , that I may
no more be dubious , whether or not I shall
subscribe myself as your friend & c .

W 4
Letter
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Letter 18 th '

By my letter of the io th - instant I testifyed
how disconted I was with your bad usage to¬
wards me . You promise 500 Mk . for pay¬
ment of the assignment , but as yet it is not
effectuated . You go abroad ; and your spouse *)
answers me ; she desires g days patience , and
promises to send the money . Is that reaso¬
nable ? You abouse my indulgence . You
force me to go to law , as loth as 1 am to do
it . I allow you g days longer , Ynake use
thereof , afterwards every thing will be in
vain . I will wait no longer . I have warned
you , no more can be expected , from & c .

Letter 19 th -
A untie r .

Si r ,

IV Sy husband is not yet return ’d from his
journey ; nevertheless I can not refrain from
anfwering your favour of the 2g ' h- October .

Hereby you ’ ll receive a bag with 450 Mk . ,
the - remaining 50 Mk . will be paid you by a
friend in your place . If it is not perform ’d

in

*) I have used spouse , instead of Wife , which
last is only used in low life ; and Lady belonging
to the nobility and army .
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in eight days , acquaint me with it ; as then
shall he sent you without delav . I thankfully
a .knowledge your indulgence , and remain . & c .

Letter 20 th -

Answer to the h/ '11-
This day sennight your favour with the
450 Mk . came safe to hand . As yet no one
has oflered to pay the 50 Mk . 1 therefore
expect it from you by the return of the post .
On receiving the money , I will instantly re¬
turn the assignation , signed . The remain¬
der is now but small ; tho ’ the sooner you
send it , the more agreeable it will be : Fare -
wel . 1 am & c .

Letter 21 st *

Yesterday Mr . N . paid me the remaining
50 Mk . , the assignation is cleared thereby ;
inclosed you receive it signed . I thank you
for the payment , and remain & c .

Letter 22 d -

It was with the greatest satisfaction your let¬
ter of the e9 ' h’ of last month , informed me

B 5 of



he has in , will , I hope be already send ,wa \ .
I will send you in rime a remittance for

the London draught of L - T90 .-
I have credited your accompr for the 4

chests No . 5 . a g . amounting to Mk . 49 . g ss .
Inclosed you ’ll receive my lottery - ticket ,

get it renew ’d , and send it me back again .
Your assignment on the jew , is nor yet

answered ; ldo not know what to relink of
it . He has promised payment next monday ,
without fail ; I $hall expect the issue . His
acceptation makes the demand lawful tho ’ 1
should recover it by law .

Mr . A . and G . have informed me of their
intending to ship off 3 bales for me . On the
flap” - (arrival , I ’ll expect them with all ima¬
ginable expedition . Should they draty for a
trifle , pray honour the same .

After a friendly salutation , I remain
your servant .

" - - - - - - — . — ■

Letter 23 d '

T h e a 11 sw e r .

Sir ,

Your agreeable favour of the ? f-' - instant ,
came safe to hand . The hale N . 5 . from on
board is already sent to Mr . Meyer at Lunen¬
burg ; I wish it may arrive safe . As soon as
the Cap ' - has made up hisaccompts , I ’ll send
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you the bill - of - cost 's . I expect in due time
from yon , the promis ’d remittance for Mr .
B — s . draught .

I am glad- to find you have credited my
accomptfor the bill - of - cost ’s sent in .

Inclos ’d you ’ll receive the lottery - ticket
furnish ’d for ’ the last class ; I have charged
vour account for the 20 Mk . courant , at 17 -J;
per C . with 17 Mk . Banco . I should be ex -,
rreaxnly glad , to wish you joy to a good prize .

Concerning jew Amschel ’spayment oftlie
assignment , I leave it solely to your care . I
think he ’ll pay without prolixity . Fts well
he has put down the word accepted .

I have as yet receiv ’d no bill - of - lading
from the friends in London , about the 3 te -,
stify ’d bales . I have in the mean while no¬
ted down , that after receiving them , to accept
what they may draw thereon .

Farewell . I am & c .

Letter 24 th*

Sir ,

i 3 ad news come always too soon ; and , gq,od
but very seldom , or rather not at all . I am
in doubt , whether you can read this letter
without a certain degree of sensibility , which
will almost be equal to a fright .. Experience
lias not enabled me to judge thereof , as 1
have not had the happiness , to draw 20 ,000
Mk . out of a lottery , as 'you have done , on

\ our



your No . 575a I congratulate you with it ,
from the bottom of my heart . The Most
High , who has bestow ’d this prize on you ,
enable you likewise to enjoy said considera¬
ble sum , under his blessing and protection .

The money will be paid in 14 days time ,
acquaint me how I shall behave towards the
collector , and what you intend to give the
orphans , who have drawn you so good a prize .
All other trifling expences , I shall discharge
according to my judgement .

farewell be always so happy , that y may
never send yon any other hut good news . 1
always remain & c .

Letter 25 th *

Sir ,

1 am glad your agreeable letter of io ' 1' instant
infbrmesme , of your crediting my account
for the amount of the bill sent in .

Since which I hope you ’ll have received
the 4 hales of Coffee . As soon as I have re¬
ceived your g packs of Wool fromjCap ' - Lond ,
they shall he forwarded to Lunenburg , and
'advise be given you thereof .

In trade nothing remarkable has happen ’d ;
the uncertainty whether war or peace will
ensue , , keeps every thing up to the accustom ’d
prices . The inclos ’d price - current will in¬
form you how the prices of goods are .
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The money you sent , came safe to hand ,
4 of the Pistoles were deficient in weight .
I have exchang ’d the whole , and made good
the balance of your acc 1' as follows & c .

According to your request , I send inclos ’d
your accompt - current , and have debited
your new accompt for mk . 25 . 10 ss . due to
me . After examination , please to do the
same , that the accompt of this year may ba¬
lance .

For the future I desire you ’ll favour me
with your commands . An indefatigable
activity in promoting your business , will ma¬
ke me more svorthy thereof .

By this day ’s stage i send you a cask of
600 Oisters ready open ’d . I wish you may
receive them in good time and consume them
amongst the number of your dear relations ,
in remembrance of me .

I recommand myself to your precious
friendship , and remain , after wishing an
agreeable celebration of the holy - days ,

your most humble servant .

Letter 26 ti ’ '
Answer ,

Sir ,

jl our agreeable letter of 19 th- current , came
safe to hand , tho ’ as yet no other news ,
whether my g Sacks of cottonwool are sent
oft or not , but I hope they are .

The
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The amount of the exchang ' d morrey T
have book ’d agreeable with yon . The ac¬
count sent in , is found exact , and your new
account credited for ink . 25 . 10 ss . what
further falls in my way -, shall be sent to yon
with .satisfaction . You make me a present
with a barrel of Oisterss I receiv ’d them qui¬
te fresh , and consum ’d them with my fami¬
ly , and a good glass of wine ; by which your
health was ( as yon may judge ) not forgotten .
We are all of us greatly obliged to you , for
such an agreeable present , and will be mind¬
ful e ’crlong . to convince you of our gratitude .

I return you thanks for your kind congra¬
tulation to the past holy - days , which we
have , thanks be to God , happily solemnized .
I wish both you and yours the compliments
of the approaching season , and success in all
your undertakings . I remain

' our most h ax bis servant .

Letter 27 t !, ‘

In yours of the r ^ 1' - November , you desire
us to take a few Casks of rough - sail - cloth
from off your hands again . If you ' ll but per¬
use our last of 15 th- April , you may easily
guess our answer . We acquainted you ;

5,1' hat , for old acquaintance sake , we ha -
3>ve been more ready to aik >w your house
3, a profit titan any other , hut as the last
» goods you bought for us , noways an -

jjsv/ er
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j >s \ver our expectation , having been bet -
3>ter used by others ■, for vdiich reason we
» must cease our co ' -respondence . We do ’nt
jjchuse to enter into extensive disputes and
^ quarrels with our friends ; We only require
jjtliey should use us well ; this not happe¬
ning , we go else where & c .

We mention ’d this formerly , .and it is at pre¬
sent our intention ; which we verify and make
good in its full power , to prevent all unne¬
cessary correspondence . We remain & c .

Letfer 28 th -

You have written to me , that you cannot
take the Casks No . 70 . 71 . otherwise than at
3 ink . 10 ss . , referring yourself to Mr . A ;
et Z ’ — letters .

I have mention ’d these friends , of the im¬
possibility of buying yarn at this price ; if
you will not allow me 3 mk . 13 ss . and
acknowledge it as a friendship , the goods re¬
main mine . This I have mention ’d to them
also . They answer me , to make haste with
the exportation , having commission ’d you to
pay me . What shall I do more in the bu¬
siness ?

You ought principally to consider , my ha¬
ving mention ’d you , not to send the yarn ,
unless you was willing to pav me 3 mk . 13
ss . per pack . You are to be looked on in this
affair , as an adequate person . You ought to

regard



regard my dispositions as veil as those friends
in London , as you have the same profit from
me . It is further a matter beyond all doubt ,
that you can not dispose of my goods at your
own pleasure .

I-lad yon been determin ’d to act with cau¬
tion , you might have applied to London , for
information concerning my fixed prices , and
had they been contradictory , have informed
me thereof ; begging you may not send oil'
my goods at all hazards . Suppose you had my
letter to Mr . A et Z . before you , to be in¬
form ’d of my having submitted to 3 111k . 10
ss . then you wou ’d remain at the end without
danger . It would be the best , if you labour
no less to tbe disadvantage of the one , as to
the love of the other .

I am not obliged to deliver the yarn atthe
limited price : what 1 have done , was done
out of love , and which has been about 400
mk . damage to me ; two are requisite to
make a bargain , the third is too many ; will
you supply the place of a Broker , as then I
will pay yon brokerage , for which you are
to regard my profit in the sale .

I must be answerable for the deficient
10 packs . You may deduct so much , and
so much the easier , as I am resolved to leave
X or 200 mk . in your hands , ’till the whole
is deliver ’d . Do you require any further
orders , get them where they are to be had .

According to my calculation , I shall have
a demand of about 740 mk . for which I have
this day drawn on you , for 600 mk .

Banco
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Banco at 14 days sight . Will you accept it ,
well and good . And desire to know whether
you will or not .

What you have propos ’d about a regular
method of drawing , I will be mindful of .
Bank - notes are at present much looked after .
I am often required to draw bills of exchan¬
ge ; and those 1 give them do sometimes pro¬
mise to keep them ^ days . I want money
for daily purchace ! what am I then to do !
To promise and not perform , is a bad thing .
I will for the future shun such people .

Do but remain my friend . I will endea¬
vour to make myself worthy of it , and to
subscribe myself indeed yours ike .

Letter 29 th '

Sir ,

"What you mention to me in your agreeable
letter of eS th ' past , of having written to
Mr . A . & Z . about the 2 Casks of yarn No .
70 & 71 has been hitherto unknown to me ,
and besides , as I am not fully persuaded of
the justness of your demand , in order to de¬
cline from my fixed purpose , as long as the
above mention ’d friends do not order me to
pay you the required 3 mk . 13 ss .

I cannot find that determination out of all
your letters , which you make ; that your yarn
shall not be sent away , unless vou are paid
for each pack 3 mk . 13 ss . In the contrary

C you
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you mention me in yours of 15 th - February :
3>In general , I can not let the yarn go at that

price ; but this is what I must make up with
, , the others . 1' Hence I determin ’d , that the
price was noting to me , and only belonged
to the London friends ; which is certainly the
case . Thence I am not obliged to pay you
more , than they have order ’d me .

You further look upon me in this affair ,
as an equivalent , and also obliged , to follow
your measures as well as those of Mr . & Z >,
tho ’ I find a great difference between buyer
and seller , the first is not obliged , to receive
and pay all , according to the desire of the
latter . Being now the purchasers can not
immediately pay you , and I , being their
Agent , am more obliged to regard their orders
than yours . That 1 am in the right , no dis¬
creet merchant will deny , providing I would
keep myself free , from being accountable .

The following period entirely rejects every
thing you wanted to assert . Providing you
had my letter from London before you , and
find thereby , that I had consented to 3 mk . 10
ss . so you would remain at the end without loss „
This teaches me , so much , as that you agreed
to the price required , and which I paid you .
And thereby all disputes are ended , and
writing backward and forward of no manner
of use . Or do you suppose I ’ ll pay more than
Air . A . and Z . are indebted , in order to bring
me into troubles , which in consequence
would follow , tho ’ you are pleas ’d to say : l
remain ' d at the end without damage .

T »
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To be short , and to put an end to all di¬
sputes , this serves , that all Casks arriv ’d , are
already sent off to London . I can do nothing
more in the affair ; you must have patience
’till the arrival , and untill Mr . A . and Z . has
acquainted me how much the yarn is worth ,
more than the condition ’d price , and what I
am to pay you over and above . Be it little or
much , will not withholden from you . Then
it will neither be profitable , or disadvanta -
gious to me . Unrill that time I will make
no alterations in my intention . I desire no
brokerage From you ; and if you imploy ’d me
as a broker , would do nothing but what was
just and right . Profit must not make equal
things unequal .

Your demand is specified in my last , with
accuracy and exactness .

Your granting bills with that proviso , to
be kept jj days in hand , is not observed .
Most of them are produc ’d before the letter
of advice comes to hand , and those on whom
the bills are drawn , are most of them so un¬
reasonable , to threaten immediately a protest .
As in the course of my business , I always
endeavour to act with justice and equity ' , ha¬
ving therefore nothing to fear , hence the
last 600 ink . onwas protested last tuesday .
The protest willacquaintyou , how little your
conditions are regarded , as I desired the per¬
son who had the bill , to keep it till I had re¬
ceiv ’d advice from you .

Besides the Cask No . 72 , one ] more is
wanting with 300 packs , from 7 to which
1 expect immediately ' . Whether you send

C 2 this
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this Cask out of love ov duty , it will in a
friendly manner animate Messieurs A . ik Z .
to give you more important commands . These
friends do not look upon trifles , if they do
but get good wares , for which take care that
the 2 Casks be sent off. You will have n «
reason to complain , of the friends above
mention ’d . Farewell , I always remain & c .

Letter 30 th -

The bringer hereof , through God ’s assi¬
stance , is Christian Koose Cap '- of my ship
called Fridrich the 5 th- I take the liberty to
recommend him to your care , desiring you
to assist him with your good advice .

He goes under sail to day . The wind is
favourable for him . God conduct him to his
desired port in safety !

By the post of nextmonday 1 will acquaint
you with more . I recommend myself to your
gracious favour , and remain ike .

Letter 31 st '
The answer .

Sir ,

I can acquaint you with good news . Cap ' -
Koose is just arrived , after a short but safe
voyage . He has deliver ’d me your letter ;

I
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I will assist him in all I can , and as soon as
he is unloaded , spare no time in procuring
him a good freight .

As the post is departing , I have no more
to say , than to salute you kindly , assuring
you , that I will always remain with the grea¬
test sincerity , your

most humble servant .

Letter 32 d -

Sir ,

Your Cap *' Roose who is ready to sail , and
intends to set sail to day ; you ' ll receive from
him the hill , of - freight amounting to mk .
7500 : - 1 believe you will be content with
the same .

A better freight might have been had to
Genua ; but the Cap * being affraid of the
worm , there was no other method , but retur¬
ning home . God grant him a safe voyage !

The freight hither is mostly come in . By
to morrows post I will remit you the money ,
and when the remaining part is paid , will
do the same , together with the accompt .

I have paid 20 L . to the Cap ' - which he
will accompt for to you . You ’ ll receive his
note of hand per post . I hope soon to hear
of his safe arrival . It will be agreeable to
me . Fare well . I remain with much esteem ,
yours & c .

Letter
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Letter ; 33 d -

Sir ,

It is a long while since T have been favour ’d
with any of your agreeable letters . I will
break silence , and inform you how our vin¬
tage has fain out .

I have travelled for 8 days together thro ’
various parts and parishes , to seethe growth
in each place , and to make me able to give
you a full and just information thereof .

Red Medoc - wine is in general somewhat
greenish , but of a good flavour , pretty strong ,
and high colour ’d , as it is to be suppos ’d , that
the greenish cast , will fall oil' in the winter ,
by purifying itself on the dregs , and become
good in the spring . White wines fall out
very unequal ; some moderate , and some
vastly good , which goodness will at last de¬
pend on the grapes being pluckt in good or
bad weather .

The strong wines prove better than the
middle sort , such as the wines of Cutes , En -
tre deux Mers and other thin sorts . Red wi¬
nes are computed this year , at about ^ less ,
one with another , than last year ; and about
■i more of the white wines .

Wine has been sold in upper Medoc from
40 to 45 Rd . The price of white wine at
Blaye and Bourg is 23 a 24 , and red at 34
& 35 on the dregs . The prices of the small
and middle sorts , will probably not fail , tho ’
the heavy wines may . As 1 am one of the

grea -
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greatest exporters of wine , can serve you

with all sorts at the lowest prices . Pray fa¬

vour me with your orders ; I shall expect

them , and remain witli a sensibility of the

greatest friendship . Yours & c .

The 34 t !l - Letter .

Your agreeable favour of the 27 th ' of last
moth , informs me of your receiving the ’ hill
of Rd . 100 : - I hope it is paid before now .

The thawing - weather that we have had
for several days , will soon clear the river
from ice : as then I shall expect my 20 bar¬
rels of Sirop , and 4 barrels of Craps , by the
first Cap ' -

Messieurs N . have sent me a Cask of In¬
digo by Cap ' - G . when arrived send it im¬
mediately hither . I should be glad to have
it soon , let the freight be what it will .

Are none of the other Cap " " yet arriv ’d ,

who have loaded goods forme ? It being now

about the time , if I shall take the goods with
me to the fair . Farewel . I am |& c .

Letter 35 th -
S i r ,

As neither Cap ' - Schiitt , nor the two others
were arriv ’d on the departure of your agre¬

eable
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eable favour of the 4 th- instant , consequently
I can depend on nothing for the fair .

It is not to be suppos ’d , that Messieurs N .
would have chosen an old and slight vessel ,
for their own accompt . Wheter the Cap ' - is
lost , or what course he has taken , must soon
appear . Pray enquire often after him .

You inform me of having agreed with the
Carriers for 10 Kd . It is a great ( rate ) fare ;
but what shall one do ? Do bud sent all off,
as they arrive ; what must be , must be .

I return you the bill for 400 Kd . on Kru¬
ger which I have accepted because the person
on whom the bill was drawn , refus ’d it ; and
I ’ve accepted it for the sake of the drawer .

I have credited your account for the
amount of the bill of costs , with mk . 70 4SS .

Make me soon rejoice , by acquainting
me with good news . I remain after a cor¬
dial salutation , your

very humble servant .

The 36 th - Letter .

Being an answer to the 34 th - and 55 th -

Sir ,

Th e post is instantly going off , nor permi -
ting me time , to acquaint you with any thing
more , than that I ’m just inform ’d of Cap 1-

N ’s
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N ’s safe arrival . I must refer the answer of
the 5 th - and y ' h- till next Saturday .

I remain without delay .
Sir

your humble servant .

Letter 37 th -

Being a further answer .

Sir ,

Jjast Wednesday I mention ’d to you the ar¬
rival of Cap N -, and Cap ' - D . arriv ’d to day .
T wisli you joy ! I have not yet receiv ’d your
5 Casks of Coffee , and 2 Casks of Indigo ;
tho ’ I send daily on board ; as soon as recei¬
ved , will make all possible baste to send them
away .

The Carriers begin to demand ii Kd . for
carriage . The arrival of these two vessels
makes them daring ; yet I ’m in hopes to agree
for 10 Kd . I will do my best , and acquaint
you therewith .

Cap ' Schiitte is not vet arrived ; the wind
is fair . Probably he soon may come , for the
last letters from Lisbon mention his having
sail ’d from thence .

I have receiv ’d the ico Rd . from Mr . B .
and credited your account for 900 111k .

As yet there ’s no vessel coming to Magde¬
burg . The tirfl that sails shall have your

C 5 4
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4 ' Barrels of Craps and 20 ditto Sirrop ; and
when done will acquaint you thereof .

I return you thanks for your trouble and
acceptation of my bill for lid . 400 - 011 Mr .
Kruger .

Farewell . I remain with much esteem .
& e .

P . S . Please to acquaint me as a secrecy in
what circumstances Mr . B . is in , and
whether I may venture to intrust him
2000 Mk . I shall look upon it as a par¬
ticular friendship .

Letter 38 th *

It ’s true I ’ve received the bill - of - lading for
the 3 Chests No . 10 , II , 12 , on board of Cap ' -
Danglade , and consigned to me ; but , I ’m
sorry it will be of little service ! A message
from Boulogne brings me sorrowful news ,
that said Cap ' - has been chas ’d andfired upon
by ail english man of war , and finding that
he could not escape , embraced this desperate
method , of stranding the vessel under full
sails , on the coast of Boulogne , lie thereby
escap ’d the enemy , that the ship split instantly ,
and the Cargo must be preserv ’d with great
danger and difficulty .

They were busy in doing it when the mes¬
senger came away . I wish the damage may
not be so great as is expected . By the next

post
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■post I can acquaint you with more . In the
mean time acquaint your insurer with this .

I remain with the greatest sincerity .
Yours & c .

Letter 39 th '

You will have received mine of the 9 <h ' in¬
stant . It acquainted you with the misfortune
that hasbefaln Cap ' - Danglade . Since which
we are inform ’d , that all the goods are pre .
served , w itliout damage . They may remain
sale in Boulogne . It is not known as yet ,
how they may be transported hither safely ,
for the english continue to cruise after our
ships .

The Gentlemen concern ’d here , have met
several times , to deliberate what ’s to be done ,
in such an affair . In the firstmeeting , they
nominated two , who are to transact for the
good of the whole .

At the second meeting the owners deman¬
ded 12000 - Livers for the loss of the vessel .
A great deal was said against it . Most part
are of opinion , that this demand can not be
granted : blaming the Cap ’- as not having do¬
ne his dutv & c . To which the owners an¬
swer ’d the Gap '- had always the character of
an honest man ; and would make oath , that
he did not run a shore , until the danger was
greatest . The English ship chasing hint so
hostile like , he could judge nothing else , but
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that a proclamation of war was made between
both S owers ; that on rigthlv considering
these tilings , nothing could be laid to the
Cap ' charge . Cke .

After an hour ’s deliberation , it was resol¬
ved , that each person should write to his in¬
surer , acquainting him therewith , desiring
bis opinion .

You ’ ll be so kind to shew this letter to the
insurers of the 3 Chests , and acquaint me
as soon as possible with their opinions , that
I niiiv deliver it in , and give my vote accor¬
dingly .

After a cordial salutation , I always re *
main & c .

Letter 40 th -

Since m .v two last of the 9 " ' ' & 14 th - Decem¬
ber , I have been favour ’d with none of yours .
I long to know the meaning of the insurers ;
for which reason must write to you again
without an answer .

At a meeting of the 5 th - instant , the que¬
stion concerning the requir ’d 12000 Livres ,
was disputed upon , in the presence of the
owners . They still insist strongly on its
being deposited , and will receive no denial ,
unless a mediator be appointed , whose deci¬
sion must be followed . One of the insurers
proposed Mr . M . an eminent lawyer , who is
well acquainted with commercial and mariti¬

me
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me laws ; to be consulted thereupon . The

convention agree ’d to it , and immediately

the circumstance of the shipwreck , together

with the declaration of the Magistrate of Bou¬

logne , was put in writing agreeable to truth ,
and deliver ’d to him . The owners declare

at large , that thev can not wait for the deci¬
sion of the arbiter ; tu which no further an¬

swer was given them , as that both parties

must jbe content with what the law dictates .

Being come so far , Mr . Borchert read a

letter front his friend in Hambro ’, containing

the express orders of his insurers , not to en¬

ter into any agreement . Other gentlemen

of the convention said , they had receiv ’d the
same orders ; and those who had not insured ,

are willing to make it up with the owners .

Tho ’ the greateft part will bring it to an

action in law , for my part 1 remain neutral ,

’ till I have received your orders . Write me
therefore soon , if you have not done it alrea¬

dy , that y may know your mind . Balloting
has chosen Mr . N . and myself to have abso¬

lute power , if it should come to an action :

however , you may be assured , that I shall

promote your interest , as much as an impar¬

tial person can do .

The 3 Chests No . ro , ri , 12 are with rest

of the Cargo , still at Boulogne , with Mr . Bre¬

ton , as they can not he transported by sea hi¬

ther , by reason of the btitish ships molesting

our navigation . At present an order is pu¬

blished , that all goods shall be transported

hither by land carriages . ' 1' he Customhouse

Officer general has declared all these goods
free
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free from all manner of land - duty . This
day I write to Mr . Breton , to forward them
with all possible speed .

As soon as this business is ended , I will
communicate the whole to you , together with
the accompt of freight , and expenses . Those
papers will contain nothing more than the
account of the Gentlemen authoriz ’d , who
divides general charges , according to the
value of each person ’s goods . If more should
be required ; pray acquaint me with your re¬
quest . Answer me soon .

I remain with the assurance of being al¬
ways your

most humble servant .

Letter 41 st -

Being an answer to the 3h th * andy ) ^ -

Sir ,

I acknowledge the receipt of yours 1of the
9 th - and 14 th - December .

The first acquaints me with the bad news ,
of Cap ' ’ Danglade ’s misfortune , in stranding
liis ship , to shun the enemy , and having the¬
reby lost her . The second confirms it ; still
the acount is somewhat better , being the
goods are saved , without much damage .

Thank God , my share is insured ; still ,
it ’s a vexation , to reap no profit from ones
stock , loosing more than one gains . I must
nevertheless be content . livery merchant

who
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who ventures his goods ad sea , must expect
these misfortunes , and when they happen ,
bear them patiently .

I have read both your letters to my insu¬
rer . His opinion is , to join with the plura¬
lity of votes , being unwilling to enter into
extensive disputes . However lie lias desired
me , to emplore your best assistance in this
business ; which I am sure you ’ll do .

I have propos ’d his paying me the sum
insured , and 1 to consign the 5 chests to him ;
if this can he performed , L’il acquaint you
thereof , and then you are to obey his orders .

The demand of the owners , according to
my opinion , is very unjust . The Cap ' - ' ought
to have been more careful , and not have
stranded his vessel , as a wreck could noways
be avoided . Provided he had fallen into the
bands of the English , the neutral goods could
have been reclaimed ; neither would the ex¬
pellees have been so large as atpresent , pro¬
viding the owner ’s demand be granted , and
besides the Cargo would have remained wi¬
thout damage .

The demand of the 12000 I .ivres , must
not be granted , being the Cap ' - did not per¬
form his voyage , and had I10 done it , he was
intitled to his freight and no more . Providing
it he interpreted in the strictest manner , the
owners can demand no mere than the or §•
of the freight , according to the distance sail ’d
towards the desired haven . No more can in
justice be required . The Cap ' - has acted ac¬
cording to his own judgement ; none of the
freighters give him that advise , consequently

no
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no right , to demand what he thinks proper ,
or they are bound to pay . I think it will
not be without some efl'eet , if you mention
these points . Be as it will , every one ' must
have the liberty , to declare his thoughts , and
justify himself , before he is condemned .

Adieu . Acquaint me with what further
happens . I remain yours ike .

Letter 42 d -

Sir ,

After the toil and fatigue of many years ,
am come to that period , of my desire , to
give bounds , to my dint of life . 1 am deter¬
min ’d to finish the rest of my days in rest
and quietness , enjoying the fruits of my
labour .

Mr . Lange lias taken my trade upon him ,
together with all my goods , and residue of
debts , for which he has paid me ready mo¬
ney . I have given him a bargain .

He has served me faithfully , § years to¬
gether , having always behaved in a virtuous
and creditable manner ; besides which , be has
a sufficient stock to begin with , and I can
recommend him to all my worthy friends as
such . Condescend to vouchsafe your friend¬
ship to him ; he is deserving of it .

I now finish our correspondence , the
thoughts of which will always excite satis -

fia *
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faction . I return you my sincerest thanks
for all favours shown . Let me always enjoy
your friendship .

Probably , next year if God permits , I
may pay a visit to my old worthy friends ; I
will call at your house . How glad I shall be
to find you in good health , and to assure
you personally , that I am as usual

your friend and servant .

Letter 43 d "

You will find by the inclos ’d from Mr . Hel -
dewix , that I have taken his whole trade
upon me , for ready money , and besides that ,
find myself capable to augment my ware *
house greatly , and to serve every one accor¬
ding to desire .

I flatter myself you will shew me the
same favour , you did to Mr . Heldewix , My
chief care shall be to study your interest , and
to serve you faithfully . Business shall be
transacted as formerly ; years practice in
this branch of trade , has furnish ’d me with
sufficient knowledge . Honour me with your
commands ! I can allow you the best prices .
Provision of goods is but small here , to aii
extensive demand . It is yet time purchase .
If you require it , can advance your for some
months , at i pro Cent , in short I will do every¬
thing to make our correspondenceinteresting .

IfD
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If you cliuse to send me goods so sell for
your account , I will for i£- pro Cent provi¬
sion , regard your interest in disposing the -

and remit the money w ithout delay .
A quantity of wool may at present be di¬

spos ’d off to advantage . Starch is much wanted .
The small provilion here , selis at — . Staves
are a good commodity . Yesterday I clean ’d my
warehouse at N — ; send me something for
a trial . The sale shall he to yoursatisfaction .

The inclos ’d price - current , will acquaint
you with more .

Adieu . 1 recommend myself to your
friendship . Do but command me ; I will
serve you willingly on all occasions . I re¬
main always & c .

berver Kd . 45 - 8 gl . for which you ’ll be pleas ’d
to balance my accompt .

For your service , and disbursments , I
o ive you my best thanks , and remain

reof as mv own ; observe the buyers be good ,

Letter 44 th -

Sir .

Inclosed 1 send under the cover of Mr .

Sir

your humble servant .

Letter
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Letter 45 th -
A n s tv e y .

Sir ,
fr l
X lie Rd . 43 - 8 gl - y° u sent , are duly deli¬

vered ; by which your accompt is balanced ,
acknowledging your speedy payment thank¬
fully . Vv' e recommend ourselves to your
further orders , always remaining & c .

Letter 46 til *

Sir ,

Mr . Oelckers arrived here in good health ,
thank God ! i hope you will have excused
his freedom at your house . I return you
thanks for all favours shown him .

He says the broker is not content with 30
nik . tho ’ I thougt it was too much , and that the
expences of inspection ought to hate been
paid by the insurer . if I judge wrong in
both cases , pay him what is sufficient , and
place it to my account . It is well known ,
that both the insurer and Mr . Meyer , loves
dearly to receive in , and but pay little out .
I do not desire any one , to labour for me ,
for nothing : neither is it prudent to he at
variance with these people , because they may
find an opportunity of revenge .

My last , letter from Amsterdam , brings
but little consolation . The estimation ae -

D 2 cor
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cording to the real value , is very prejudicial
to me . I have this day answered thereto ,
and must wait with patience for the event .

Adieu . 1 always remain & c .

Letter 47 th -
Sir ,

Your agreeable favours of the 5 th - and I 0 ,h’
instant , came safe to hand ; I have observed
the contents , and book ’d down every thing
conformable thereto .

Inclos ’d 1 remit you my first of exchange
for Rd . 850 - four weeks after date . Please
to observe the necessary , and when paid ,
credit my account for the same .

I would gladly have remitted you more ,
according to promise , but it is not possible .
The Messe turned out very poorly , having
but received the most trifling sums due . I
could not perform my promise , tho ’ I would
gladly have done it . I shall take it as a great
favour , if you will remain a month longer
in advance ; I will use all possible means to
discharge the whole debt ; I will comply with
every thing you may require , for your safety ;
I willsendyouabill drawn on myself ; or any
thing you may require . My business is on such
a footing , that my accompt can never tun so
high again .

One favour I desire more , which I hope
you will not refuse . I acquainted Mr . Otto ,
last February to draw on you for about 2560

mk .
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mk . banco , for my accompt . Oh how it will
destroy my good name and reputation , if
you return his draft with protest . My debts
are cleared off , to about that sum . I depend
greatly on your friendship , in honouring this
my bill ; You may fully depend of a remit¬
tance , before it becomes due .

Providing you should not chuse to pay any
more for me in the future , will take my
measures accordingly .

I have had the honour of your acquaintan¬
ce , a long time , and it will he very sensible for
me to loose it . Pray forget my former negli¬
gence ; you never shall have reason to com¬
plain of me any more . You have not done
it without reason : tho ’ providence has blessed
you with abundance , far above others , that
such a sum could be of no detriment to you .

Favour me further with your friendship ,
you will neither rind an unthankful or de¬
ceitful heart in me . And if you should re¬
fuse me the further use of your money , I will
still consign my goods to you . I value you
so much ; and our correspondence is too old ,
to drop . How glad shall 1 be , to receive a
favourable answer . In expectation of which ;
I remain with the greatest esteem & c .

Letter 48 th *

The answer .

I received yours of the 28 th ’ January , toge¬
ther with your inclos ’d bill of Kd . 85° - on

D 3 James



James Bartels , which is accepted , and when
paid will credit your accompt for 2550 mk .
Banco .

You can not take amiss , my using all pre¬
caution in such critical times as these . Com¬
merce languishes , being greatly loaded with
all manner of toll , impost , and tax on hor¬
ses ckc . Bankrupts happen in everv place .
Should I he indifferent at such like emergen¬
cies ? Should i not be careful of my own ?
Certainly , what has been gain ’d with dili¬
gence and care , ought not to be squandered
away in negligence .

\ .»i acknowledge j ’ours 'elf , nor always to
have fulfilled your promises ; which I believe
has not been done willingly , rather , money
not coming in due time , has been the reason
thereof ; this assures me of your honesty ;
nevertheless such uncertain payers and deb¬
tors , might make you incapable to pay me ;
tho ’ it should be contrary to your inclination ,
still the weight wouid fall on me .

Mr . Otto may draw on me for about 2J00
mk . Y’ ou desire me to accept it for your ac¬
compt , and not to blast your reputation . I
have never intended to destroy your credit .
I know how hurtful it is to a merchant . -He
being without credit , is like a body without
a head .

Y’ ou ’ll allow me to make some observa¬
tions on this method of drawing . Mr . Otto
has sent you no goods , but lie has a demand
nevertheless . Is it for goods sent long ago ,
testifies your having bought on time . In
which case you are to pay dear , and cannot

keep
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keep market with other sellers . Have you
in the contrary , drawn on that friend , and
orders him to draw on me , before the biil
falls due , as then it ’s a scheme , and will tarn
out expenlive ; causing high interest and pro¬
vision , and is the long way about to destruction .

You may iudge of my friendship towards
you , in sending you all your goods . Could
not I easily have kept them here , for my -se -
curity ; but 1 have not done it ; knowing that
a merchant without merchandise can do no¬
thing . Proceed with the same sincerity to¬
wards me , that L may have no more reason
to complain .

I love your friendship and acquaintance ;
1 will continue our former correspondence
with pleasure , if it can be done , with more
satisfaction than formerly . I ’m ail ’raid of
your debtors . How easily can they make it
out ofyeur power , Sir , to fulfil your pro¬
mise to me . Could you give me any kind
of security , by which I could answer your
hills , without tunning any risk . Acquaint
me with your intention on this head , which
if any ways tending to my quiet , you may be
fully assured , 1 will take the shortest way , to
serve you effectually ; on which you may de¬
pend . I remain with the most sincerest af¬
fection of friendship and service your & c .

friend and servant .

D 4 Letter
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Letter 49 th *

You will have received ours of the 6 th- in¬
stant , which mentions our sending the 2 chests
No . 10 . 15 .

Since which your agreeable favours of
the 1“ and 5 ' h- are come to hand ; we have
taken notice of the goods shipped , and credi¬
ted your accompt for 106 mk . agreeable to
your bill .

As soon as the rest of our goods arrive ,
please to send them off , with all possible ex¬
pedition , that they may get here before the
frost sets in .

As a balance for the money advanced , we
remit you in our I st - and 2 '1, bill of exchange
I . . - 90 . - at 2 uso , on Mess . Kohl and Comp .
Discount it to the best advantage , and acquaint
us with how much banco money , we must
charge your accompt .

As soon as all our goods are sent off , we
shall expect our accompt - current , and re¬
main with friendship

Sir

your servants .

Letter 50 th *
Si r ,

I understand with pleasure out of yours of
the 5 th - instant , that you have credited my
accompt for the amount of the bill of expences .

Since
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Since mine pro last post , none of your

goods are come to hand . I shall be very

punctual in shipping them off , as they come on .
Yesterday I discounted your bill on Lou¬

don for L . - 90 . - at 34 ' - 2 d and will credit your

accompt for 1153 mk . 2 ss . banco .

At the end of the year ', f shall send you

the required accompt - current .

Farewell . I will always remain with the

greatest esteem & c .

Letter 51 st *

Sir ,

By the last post we mention ’d our having
received the bill for Pound 1200 - Banco ,

on D — & C — and by this , acquaint you

of our having discounted it at 33 <h- and . cre¬

dited your accompt formk . Banco 1454 - 9 ss .

We give you our best compliments , and
remain

Sir ,
your humble servants

John & Will Goodmann .

Letter ! 52 d *

On the arrival of 3 posts from Holland , I
am favoured with yours of the 3 d- instant ,

with the inclos ’d from Mr . Thomas Flugel .

D 5 The
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The receiving and dispatching of the 3
Cherts No . 30 a 32 from the before men¬
tion ’d friend per Kessel Lieuwes master , has
been agreeable to me . I wish he may arrive
safe and soon .

Your draught on me for L . - 300 - at 2 nso ,
on P . Schobingen at 34 s- 2 1'- shall meet with
due honour . I thought the course had been
higher with you , it is very high in Amsterdam .
If the course does not rise , I will get my mo¬
ney paid yonder .

Mr . N . in Bristol informes me that he has
drawn on me for I , . 350 - at 1 month after
sight , of the 5 ' 1' instant , for your accompr .

1 am surprised yon mention nothing about
it . In the mean while , 1 will accept the hill ,
for the drawers account till you inform me
of its reality , and whether I shall redeem it
for your accompr .

I remain after a cordial 1’alutation ,

your humble servant .

Letter 53 d -

The answer .

This day I take the liberty to draw on yon , I
month after date , L . - 250 - for the accomptof
Adam Wald butter , in favour of John Christo¬
pher Seyflert , which please to accept , and ac¬
count with him for . Probably he will have
mention ’d it to you , if not , I ’ll be answerable

till



till then . Can I be of anv - service to you in
this place , do but command me ,

Yonrs & c .

Letter 54 t !l >
An iwe r .

Sir ,

In answer to yours of the 5 th- instant , I have
the honour to acquaint you , of niv having re¬
ceived no order from Mr . N . to accept the
draught of L . - 250 one month after date , in
favour of Mr . Seyffert ; I will therefore ac¬
cept it for your accompt . I shall write to him
to morrow about it . And only mention this
for your own satisfaction , and to assure you ,
that I shall always remain ,

Sir ,
your servant .

Letter 55 tlu
Sir ,

.My lafttoyouwas of the23 th - November , to
which i refer mvself .

Accounts yesterday from Paris by the way
of Frankfurt , mention that the greatest part
of Lisbon is destroyed by an earthquake , and
above 50000 souls perished miserably . The
news concern me very much , and the more
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so , as I do not know which ofmy friends have
escaped this disaster .

Please to deliver the inclosed to Mr . Meyer ,
as I know lie lias a house in Lisbon , proba¬
bly he can acquaint me wlieter Mr . R . and
S . are amongst the infortunate , tho ’ I hope
not . If it shou ’d turn out so , my goods sent
by Cap ' - Tromp , must be assigned to some
other house ; or as it is suppos ’d that Lisbon
is totally destroyed , unloaded again , and sent
to Cadix . 1 shall wait with impatience , to
hear what you know of the matter ; undoub¬
tedly you have later accounts than we . Pray
answer me by the return of the post , and free
me from an uncertainty , which caufes me
uneasiness .

How goes it with mylinnen ? Take care
to send me soon , a profitable bill - of - sale .
I ’m in great expectation thereof . My com¬
pliments to you , and remain

your affectionate servant .

Letter 56 th -

The answer .

Sir ,

The news you were kind enough (to inform
me of, in your favour of 2 i!- instant , concer¬
ning the misfortune of Lisbon , we had already
receiv ’d . The information is but very un¬
complete . Hitherto we know nothing safe

what
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what die expresses of 5 th- November sent
from Lisbon to Madrid and Paris , brought
with them . The ordinary post from Lisbon ,
by which we can get better information , co¬
mes only next monday , the S '1'- instant , so
that we can not as yet know , who lies bur -
ry ’d under the rubbish . Neither can those
letters inform us of more , being sent but four
days after , consequently written in the hour
of anguish and calamity .

For this reason I have not sent your in¬
clos ’d to Mr . Meyer . A general consterna¬
tion has seized every one concern ’d with Lis¬
bon , it being unknown how matters stand
there , so that he will not be able to answer
your demands . Providing the post brings
news , that may be depended on , then I will
send off your letter , and forward you an
answer .

Cap 1, Tromp is for any thing I know , still
in our river . The freighters have met toge¬
ther several times . Some insist he shall pro¬
ceed on his voyage without delay , others ,
that he shall nor . Letters from Amsterdam
yesterday , mention , that all vefi ’els bound
for Lisbon , shall not depart ; upon which , is
this day resolved , to impower the owners , to
detain the Cap 1- till further orders . I believe
the messenger will overtake him before he
can get to sea .

What may be resolved upon , after the
post ’s arrival , you shall be inform ’d of , on
wich . you may depend .

The news from Cadix , and other Spanish
havens , are no less afflicting . These places

have
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have also felt the fury of the earthquake ,

though not so much as Lisbon . I wish it

vney never be coniirm ' d !
By the last post l lent you an account - sale ,

of 3 chest jJreitngnes No . 25 a 27 being the
last of this years sale . Nobody thinks on
the purchase , how easily it ’s to he conjectur ’d .
Every one trembles , when he thinks on the
counter - motion , which causes the destruction
of one of the greatest mercantile towns . How
glad shall 1 be , Sir , providing you do not ful¬
ler thereby . Oh , that y may even be so hap¬
py ! I am afraid , of fullering much . Yet , be
it as it will , 1 must hear it with patience .
Thefe are strokes which come immediately
from the hands of the Almighty ; we must
kifs the rod , and obey him as father , and
have compassion with the niisfortunate , as
our fellow - citizens .

The buyer of your 3 chests , is so sure , that
there ’s no fear of his failing . 1 have always
known him as such , am therefore without
fear .

This day eight days , if ( lod permits 1 will
write to you again . But no sorrowful news .
We are greatly in fear ; and must hope for
the best . May the supreme Being preserve
every one from further misfortunes 1 I re¬
commend you to his protection , and always
remain ,

Sir ,

your most humble servant .

P . 5 . Worse news is reported of Lisbon . Both
the cuftoni - house and Indian - house , is

Slip¬

's
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suppos ’d to be burnt , the whole town —
compassionate fate ! — the whole town is
reduced to nothing . Unhappy inhabitants !
What does not human nature feel , on vie¬
wing so much want !

Letter 57 th -

T . hree of your agreeable favours , of the 6 lh‘
13 th - and 17 th- past month , came safe to hand ,
at different times .

For your informations of the Cap " - arri¬
val , in the first , 1 return you thanks .

For the amount of the inclos ’d bill of ex¬
pellees , on io chests , I have credited your
accompt for banco mk . 127 - y ss . according to
your 2 '* letter .

Your third informs me , of your having
drawn on Mr . N — for F . 12JO — ; I have
book ’d you down according to the course
mention ’d .

You may further draw for my account on
Mess . A — & F — in London , for L . 250 and
acquaint me with the result . To desire yon
to regard my interest , is entirely needless ,
being fully assured of your care . My account
is clear ’d within about Kd . 100 . A little more
or less , will make no difference ; which final¬
ly will also be regulated .

Pray acquaint me with what you think of
Mr . E — ; I should be glad to know , how
far he may be credited . You will highly
oblige me thereby , f remain essentially & c .

Let -
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In my last of to day sevenniglit , I desired
you to draw on Mess . A . and F — for L . 250 —
which 1 confirm , with the rest of the con¬
tents , as also the receiving of your kind fa¬
vour , of the T L instant . I don ’t know what
Mr . N — means , in not accepting your draft
for f. 1250 : — . My former order for f.
1650 : — is not abolished , consequently in
force , by which reason , he can , with more
safety pay a less sum . It is very possible to
make a blunder in account ; and if he had re¬
mitted me , as his duty was , no mistake would
have hapened , or , I have been obliged to draw .
Perhaps he may have bethought himself, or at
least , he might have accepted the bill for your
account , which he easily may do . The in¬
clos ’d is for him , which please to deliver , and
pardon this small error .

If you hear any thing certain , about war ,
or peace , pray communicate it to me ; but ,
must be done without the leaft trouble to you .

I remain after a friendly salute ,
Sir ,

your very humble servant .

Let -
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Letter 59 th -

An answer to the: 57 th 58 th *

J 5 oth your agreeable favours of the g "1' , and
II 11’- instant , are safely come to hand .

lam glad to find by the first , that the sun *
defies are hooked conformable .

Agreeable to your order , 1 have this day
drawn on Mess . A - et F — in London , for
L . 250 : — at 2 -t usances , and credited your
account at 34 io '1- for banco mk , 3265 — IO .

The trifle ( of money ) laid out for you ,
deserves not to be mention ’ d . It ’s an easy
thing to credit good payers , especially , peo¬
ple so exact as you .

The friend you enquire after , is in good
credit here . I would make no scruple to give
him credit for several thousand marks . Use
this information , tho ’ without my damage or
prejudice .

Your second brings me a letter from Mr .
N — . He stands to his point , in having acce¬
pted the bill ( only ) for my account . Your
letter will make him change his tune , and
free me from my bond .

How the disharmony betwixt England
and France , will turn out , is , as yet a riddle .
Particular letters are silent on that head , as
no one can conclude any thing with certainty ,
and the public papers , are full of contradi¬
ctions , that are not to be credited ; and time

E only
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only must unridle them . Providing I hear any
tiling certain , you shall be inform ’d thereof .

After wishing you a stable and lasting pro¬
sperity , I have the honour to call myself, & c .

Letter 6o th ’

Sir ,

Having the honour of your acquaintance ,
emboldens me to take the liberty , of desiring
you to give me information of the following ,
as being neither per judicial to you , or any
other .

A friend of mine here , having determined
his son for trade . An opportunity offers , of
placing him with Mr . Cajus , on certain con¬
ditions . And as he is neither known to the
father , or me ; tho ’ desirous to have some
information , whether Mr . Cajus , carries on
a good business ? Whether he is capable of
giving useful instructions ? Whether married ,
and a good housekeeper ? Whether he keeps
his clerks ( apprentices ) retired and modest ,
or allows them liberty tit will , and if lie ’s
capable of promoting a good education ?

Pray answer me these points with exact¬
ness ; you will highly oblige me thereby .
Command me freely , in any thing you may
have occafion for . I remain with the assu¬
rance of being ,

Sir ,
your to command .

Let -
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Letter 6i 5t *

The a n .r w e r .

Sir ,

You require a faithful account of Mr . Cajus ,
of tliis place . 1 am glad , that 1 can mention
nothing , but in the most favourable terms , as it
always hurts me , to discover any tiling of my
neighbour , for the honour of truth , anvways
hurtful to his character , and which ( for the
love of ones neighbour ) ought to be concea¬
led . Fear not the last from me ; l only need
to snv , what every one knows , who is perso¬
nally acquainted with Mr . Cajus , and that will
be sufficient . Howenver , f will answer every
question you demand , in form following .

His trade is large and extensive ; consisting
in his own proper business , in commissions
and expeditions . Me transacts the same re¬
gularly , and has a sufficient insight , to in¬
struct those committed to bis charge , in every
branch of commerce .

He is a married man ; bis method of hou¬
sekeeping is free , undetermin ’d , and in the
best order ; his clerks have commendable li¬
berty . It is the greatest pleasure to him ,
when they amuse themselves after business ,
in conversation with people of honour and
reputation . His manner of education is such ,
that those who grow up , under his care , will
never be afraid to keep company , with peo¬
ple of every rank and denomination .

E 2 Behold ,

«L



Behold , that ’s the real picture of Mr . Ca -
jus . I hate an untruth , as much as flattery . I
know him precisely , by a frequent conversa¬
tion with him . I must finally acquaint you
•with what he lately said to one of his neigh¬
bours , who had made an observation on hie
behaviour , towards his clerks .

You must not suppose , said he , to educate
youth , by a slavish retirement ; no , that gi¬
ves way to the most extravagant disasters ;
one makes use of every opportunity , that of¬
fers ; as liberty , seems quite new , and the use
thereof made , tends to nothing but a total
ruin ; this is quite natural . For that reason I
give my clerks free liberty . They must do
their business with accuracy , and when they
do that , max - take pleasure abroad , providing ,
they cannot meet with it at home . I require
they behave well , and that 1 hear nothingun¬
becoming of them . Then I have the satis¬
faction , to see them work with pleasure , al¬
ways content and cheat -full , instead of being
unwilling and grumbling , a burthen both to
themselves and me , or that I should he obli¬
ged , as several others are , to change clerks
every three months . Do I not thereby free
myself from vexation , and make my people
happy , and obligatory ; yes , even make them
love me , and consider my interest in every
thing , which they would not do ; if I made
them slaves ? & c .

Are not these noble thoughts ? I should
think your friends son vastly happy , in ge -
ting so worthy a master . Don ’t let him ne¬

glect
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gleet this opportunity ; it is too advantageous ,
and but seldom to be met with .

Adieu , live always happily ; as then 1
shall rejoice . I am with the greatest sensi¬
bility of friendship ,

Sir ,
your l'ailhfnl servant .

Letter 62 "

Another answer io the 6e tl ,>

Sir ,

As willing as I have always been to obey
your commands , so reluctant 1 am to do it now .

You ask me after Mr . Cajus ’s method of
trade and homekeeping , which I must repre¬
sent to you with compassion . I pity those ,
whom heaven frowns so much upon , and on
the distributing af her blessings , has hated so
much . Concerning his business I can say
nothing ; it is extensive enough to learn the
necessary : but what advantage will it be to
your friend , to see his son return in a quarter
of a year ’s time , with less common sense , than
when he sent him . Advise him to the con¬
trary' . But do ] not suppose , that I mention
rhis out of any' particular design ; that would
be unaccountable , to be silent , or conceal a
thing to you , which is known to every one ;
as well as myself, and need not be mention ’d
as a secret .

E 3
Honour
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Honour me further with your commands ;
I shall always take a pleasure in sett ing you ,
and omit no opportunity , to testily how much
I am ,

Sir ,
your friend and servant .

Letter 63 d -

Sir ,

X must mention to you with affliction , the
death of my dear husband . It has pleas ’d the
Almighty , after a short sickness , and in the
44 lh- year of his age , to remove him from
this temporal , to an eternal state , on the 4th-
instant .

This death afflicts me greatly ; I am the¬
reby placed in the sorrowful state of widow¬
hood . Favour me with your Christian com¬
passion . Deign me that friendship , which
you shew ’d my late husband .

I will continue the business , undet God ’s
assistance . Pray regard my subscription , and
honour me with many commands .

Pray God protect you from all afflicting
accidents ! and preserve you to the latest age ,
in an unwavering prosperity ! I experience ,
how sensible it is , to loose what one loves .
May the sorrow which I now feel , press you ,
at the very remotest period of life . I have
the honour to be ,

Sir ,
your sorrowful servant .

Letter



Letter 64 th -
The answer .

Madam ,

The information of your husband ’s death ,
lias grieved me very much . I have felt every
thing , that can be experienced , at the loss of
so worthy a fried . 1 share your affliction
with sincerity , and humbly beseech the Al¬
mighty , to retrieve this loss , by a continual
series of blessings .

It will be the greatest satisfaction to me ,
if you please to entrust me with your con¬
fidence , in the course of trade . I have noticed
your subscription , and wish you to that , and
all your other undertakings a new blessing .

I return you my sincerest thanks , for your
kind wish . May you never he so sorrowful
again , as at present . May gladness and con¬
tentment always follow you and a continual
fortune accompany you , if your fate is to
make me rejoice . Fare well , ( always well ) .
I am with much esteem ,

Madam ,
your faithful humble servant .

E 4 Let -
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72

Sir ,

"We refer ourselves to our Inst of the i6 lh-
instant , since which we are favour ’d with
none of yours .

This serves to convey the invoice on
3 Stuck * ) Coignac brandy , and
I ditto of this country ,
which we have bought according to your or¬
der , and shipped on hoard the Queen Juliana ,
Cap ' - Liddel , consigned to Mr . Claasen at Al -
tona ; the amount is I . ivies 600 : 10 : —

We have this day drawn on said friend , for
Crowns 200 : 10 : — at 2 usances , and gi¬

ven him advice thereof ; and about the insu¬
rance , we have acquainted him with the ne¬
cessary .

You will find the quality of the brandy ,
not to be exceeded ; tho ’ the Coignac is a litt¬
le deer , and should be glad to know the rea¬
son of it .

Pray acquaint us how you liked the last
red wine , and whether you want no more of
the same . This cold weather would favour
the transporting greatly .

Since we have begun to make reprisals
upon the English , and to bring up their shi -
ping , the hopes of reconciliation is entirely
vanished . Thence Martinique coffee is , & c .

After

* ) A Slack is x hhgs , or 1 * 6 gallons .
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After repeating the tender of our best ser¬
vices , we remain with much esteem tS; c .

Letter 66 th *

Sir ,

It is a long time since I have written to you .
You will still be my friend , and pardon my
troubling you with this ? of which I ’m as¬
sur ’d ; otherwise , I would have adressed my¬
self to some other . Which consists in :

I know that a vessel lay ready with you
to sail to Lisbon , when the news arrived , of
the desolation uf that city , which is not gone
away . I desire to know , whether he has
unladed the whole , or only a part '? Whether
each freigther , at unloading , has taken his
goods back , or whether the whole is kept un¬
der the care of the magistrate , for the Cap¬
tain ’s security ? till the bills - of - lading come
back again from Lisbon ? If a bill - of - lading
should be lost , in what manner , are the
goods to be recover ’d , and the Cap ’- freed
from all demands ? And lastly , as the Captain
cannot wait , ’till all the bills - of - lading are
return ’d ; in what manner is he to be secu¬
red , that he has nothing to fear in Lisbon ?

Pray inform me about all these questions ;
you will higly oblige me thereby . On eve¬
ry opportunity , that you can , make use of

E 5 me ,
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me , I will testify my inclination to serve
yon . I remain , in expectation of your an¬
swer , with much esteem ,

Sir ,
Your affectionately .

Letter 67 th -

Answer ,

Sir , ’

Your desire need no excuse . Every oppor¬
tunity that falls in my way to serve you , is
a pleasure to me ; for which reason , I will
communicate to you , every thing I know ,
concerning the ship hound to Lisbon .

The vessel lay already at the mouth of
our river , when the fatal news arriv ’d , about
Lisbon . The freighters met immediately , and
by a plurality of votes , order ’d a boat with
an order for the Cap '- to sail back to town
again ; which was done .

The gentlemen concerned , were not all of
one opinion . Some determined to unload
their goods again , others insisted , the Cap ' -
should pursue his voyage , and others , that he
should wait , till later news came from Lis¬
bon . These contradictory opinions , made 5
meetings end , without any effect . The ow¬
ners of the vessel appear ’d likewise , and de¬
manded a requital of the owners , for all da¬
mages that might befall the ship ; which also

was
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was not agreed to . The first brought it at
last , this length , that the magistrate nomina¬
ted a commission , which decided this prolix
affair , as follows : Viz .

1 . Each freighter could either take his
good away , or leave them in the vessel .

2 . That the whole freight should be paid ,
for goods unloaded . The one half of the
freight , belongs to the ship , the other half,
towards expences , that would he unavoida¬
ble , which , if not sufficient , the whole cargo
to be liable to pay the rest , wheter on board or
unloaded , according to an exact repartition .

3 . Eacli freighter to be hound in thepro -
tocol , to deliver his bill - of - lading in 4 weeks
time , and the Cap ' liable to all pretensions .

According to the first article , part of the
cargo was unloaded , in which room , the
Cap ' had liberty to take in other goods .

According to article 2 l1 not only the £
freight was made good , but all other expen¬
ces , as sailers - wages and victuals , lighterage ,
and every thing else , requisite in unloading ,
from the day lie could have put to sea , till the
day he really did ( go to sea ) .

The Cap ' - received a recognisance from
the magistrate , for the unloaded goods , spe¬
cifying , that all goods therein mention ’d ,
according to mark and number , at request of
the owner , and by order of the magistrate ,
should be unloaded ; and that the magistrate
of each place , shou ’d protect the Cap ' - against
all demands .

This
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This is what I can mention you of this af¬
fair , being the first in it ’s kind that has hapned
here : God grant it may be the last .

I return you thanks for your kind offer ;
I shall make use thereof , as occasion may ser¬
ve , and always revere your willingness . Fa¬
rewell . Do but command me , if Fm further
able to serve you . I have the honour to remain ,

Sir ,

your most humble servant .

Letter 6g th *

S i r ,

IVTy brother in London , who has the ho¬
nour of your acquaintance , tells me , that
you deal in our wollen wares . I therefore
take the liberty , to tender you my best servi¬
ce , in the purchase thereof . Bays , kerseys ,
shaloons , serges & c . are work ’d herein abun¬
dance , and of the best sorts . The present
prices you ’ll find below .

Exclusive of purchase - money , I will de¬
liver you the goods safe on board at Hull , for¬
ts per cent provision , and 30 3- Sterlings land -
carriage , toll and other expences . I believe
no one serves you cheaper . Make a trial ;
you may expect trust and honesty from me .
You will likewise find the purchase 2 or 3 per¬
cent cheaper than at London .

I shall



I Shall be highly obliged to you , if you
will get me acquainted with those that deal
in manufactory - waves . 1 will serve every
one so , as that you shall hear no complaints
of me . In expectation of your worthy fa¬
vours , I have the honour to be ,

Sir ,
your most obedient bumble servant

Letter 69 th *

w ith what reluctance do I put pen to pa¬
per ! yet , I must ; you have , during our
friendship , behaved as an honest man to¬
wards me ; I must make it appear , that lam
no less so .

Inclos ’d I remit you in draughts of my
own : viz .

l\ d . J50 . — on Joint Peter Herman .
— 6 .7 J . 36 . on John Leisner .
— ;;7 f . 12 . on John James Smith .

Rd . 2too
in 3 weeks , of the 2 d- instant ; the first lie
accepted at Mr . Eggers ’s . Demand pay¬
ment , which can not be refus ’d you . You
must lose the remainder of your advanced cash ,
by your unhappy friend . 1 have given too
much belief to my friends ; I regarded since¬
rity , expecting to find it in others , and am
thereby reduced to the greatest commiseration .

This day ’s post brings me the sorrow¬
ful news , that Mess . O . - and N - return my
dralt with non - payment of goocRd . Several

smaller
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smaller misfortunes have not been able to re¬
duce me , tho ’ this failure has ; together with
tlie loss of a lawsuit . I may keep up a Jew
days , and then — Good God , what a mis¬
fortune ! — must give all that I have , to my
creditors .

Pity me , my friend ! I am very unhappy ,
and probably must make others unhappy too ;
ma’ - God reward those , who suffer on my
account . He is my witnels , how much 1
take this affair to heart , and how little I ’m
to be compar ’d with those , who in that man¬
ner deprive people of their property . Oh
comfort me , my friend ! before I give my¬
self over to despair . What a disgrace will
sully my former good name — Horrible
thoughts ! Do not therefore deprive me of
your esteem , tho ’ I may deserve it no more .
I am unhappy ; still no other blame , can be
laid to my charge , save that of giving too
much credit to my friends — I will retire to
Offenbach , and hide myself from the world
and my friends , throw myself into my bro¬
ther ’s arms , and give way to the fury of my
misfortune . 1 will pass the rest of my days
in ahlicrion , with him , repining on my for¬
mer happiness . There will expect your com¬
fortable letter . May providence be more faith¬
ful to you , than me , protecting you from all
disagreeable misfortunes , and retrieve all los¬
ses a hundred fold , which you suffer on my
behalf . This will comfort me in my misfortu¬
nes , that none can be more fully yours & c .

Let -
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The answer .

79

Sir ,

It is impossible for you to imagine my asto¬
nishment , on reading your letter of theio
instant . Your honesty , your misfortune ,
your way of thinking , all which has sensibly
touched me . Y' our remittance of the Rd . 2100 -
testify plainly that you still retain such noble
principles , which I. always found you posses¬
sed of , and which greatly augments my com¬
passion towards you .

1 should discover a lowness of soul , in re¬
garding the loss of Rd . 500 . - I would gladly
contribute double the sum , if that could help
you ; but Pm afraid the wound is too large ,
and that I could not assist you , without de¬
stroying is myself .

' i ' he bankrupt of Mess . O . and j\T. is alrea¬
dy current here . We are in hopes , it will
not be so bad , as was at first expected . I
heartily wish it may not , for your account ;
that you might have the satisfaction , of lesse¬
ning the loss of vour creditors . I shall do
every thing in m v power to promote it , if
agreeable to reason ; and should you begin
your business again ( my friend ) , may assure
yourself of my urgent endeavours to assist
you .

Leave off thinking so much on your mis¬
fortune , it being hut small iu its kind ; few

are
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are so free from accusations as you are . Tho¬
se , w ho are reduced by public misfortunes ,
and not by wilfulness , deserve every one ’s
compassion . Comfort yourself with that , my
friend , livery one that knows you , is sorry
for your misfortune , and would think them¬
selves inexcusable , in despising you , as you
thin k .

It ’s true , you have given too much belief
to Messieurs O . and X . The present times ,
require more caution ; still your mistake is a
fault , which every one is subject to , who
has an extensive trade . Therelore banish
all immoderate grief ; comfort yourself with
the hopes , that providence has various ways
and means , to lift you up again . These are
some of the hours of tribulation , design ’d
for us , to try our stedfastness . They do not
continue long . After rain , comes sun - shine .
You may yet enjoy the sweets thereof , when
you have weather ’d out the former . Do this ,
and consider your loss , consists in temporal
en joyments ; and that your good character can
he blam ’d by none , with justness .

I further wish your calamities , may soon
have an end , and that you and I , may once
more have the satisfaction , of being useful
to each other again . Desire this with me .
Give my compliments to your brother , and
believe , that I ’m now as formerly , your

constant friend and servant .

Let :-
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Letter 7i sli

Oomctime ago your worthy house was re¬
commended me , by my ( worthy ) friend Mn
A . to purchase a quantity of linnen . I pro¬
mis ’d to make a trial with you , with the first
opportunity ; and see , whether I can find that
profit , which he promises me .

I can at present make use of a parcel off
broad Brcttciirnes ; therefore rake the libertv
to desire you to buy for my account 2000
pieces and pack them in idcliests , but above
all to observe , that the quality of each cdiest
augment gradually , and that the whole , do
not amount to above 4 mk . 6 ss . banco per
piece , free of all expences here . In regard
to the goodness , the bleaching and making
up must berecommendable . I hope you will
have so much left of the last summerbleach ,
as will be sufficient for my purpose , for at
prefent , I cannot wait for the springbleach .
I expect your sending them with all expedi¬
tion over Lunenburg , that I may be able to
send them , to their destin ’d place , by the
first ship .

On tending the same , you may draw for
the amount on Mr . B . in Breslau , who agre¬
eable to my order , will pay due honour to
the same . Further , I shall be very glad , if
this trial falls out so , that I may be animated ,

F t *



to trouble you with more important orders ,
which will entirely depend , on your regar¬
ding my interest .

1 am with much esteem ,
Sir ,

your servant .

Letter 72 d -

Sir ,

Vour agreeable favour of 6 ' 1’' March came
safe to hand .

1 have accepted your draft forRd . 2000 : -
banco , payable to Mr . C — and will pay it 'when due .

I have found the extract of my account
current , you sent , right , and I have debited
vour new account , with the balance of
Rd . 210 —

If Mr . rieifeher of ITirfchberg should
draw on you for 4000 Rd . for my account ,
pray honour it , and acquaint me with the
course , as I shall either send you bills at
short sight , or order you to draw on me for
said amount .

I remain after a kind compliment ,
Sir ,

your very humble servant .

Let -
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Letter 73 d-

Both your letters of the 28 ,h- January aed
12 th - instant , came safe to hand . The first
brought me account - sale for my g chests Esto -
fillas , which I found right , and have hooked
accordingly ; though I cannot imagine , how
you could act contrary to my express orders ,
in disposing of my goods to two persons ,
payable on the return of the fleet , and my
order was , not to sell on longer terms than
3 months credit , but at present , I may wait
above a year . A commissioner mustnot take
such liberties on his own account , and would
act with more prudence , to regard the owners
commands , and , could they not be fulfilled ,
rather demand fresh orders .

The price you have made for my lawns ,
has no comparison with the long time of
payment , and another house with you , has
sold for the same price , payable in 2 months .
The linnen - trade at present runs so , that
one has no need to be hasty in selling , rather
detain current wares , as they soon will rise .'

You give me bad encouragement to send
you more goods . 1 will try once more , pro¬
viding you will be bail for those who buy
my wares , and no otherwise . I expect your
declaration by the return of the post , and am ,

Sir , your servant .

F 2 Letter



u

Letter 74 th *

( ) utofa particular regard and love for you ,
1 have accepted the draughts , as mention ’d
in your agreeable favour of 25 th- past , foi¬

led . 1200 : — 1 at 3 weeks , from the 25 , ,'•
— goo : — J March on Christian Wurmb ,

and will pay the same when due ; but , I de¬
sire you for the future , to excuse me with
such draughts , as it is not my business , to
weaken my credit in drawing backward and
forward ; and do assure you , that I will accept
no more of your bills , on this footing , but
return them with protest .

l or the above Rd . 2000 : I expect remit¬
tances on short sight , that I need not draw
on von .

As trade stands at present , I can see no
possibility , that any thing can be done bet¬
ween you and myself , to advantage . We
must -wait for more favourable times , as then
I 'm not unwilling to make a trial with you .
1 am & c .

Letter 75 th *

J ^ ince your last agreeable favour of 6 th ' in¬
stant , require no further answer , I pass it
over with silence .

This
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This is only to desise you , to acquaint
me sincerely , whether Mr . Otto may be in¬
trusted with about 5 or 6000 mk . without
danger . By the last post , he has given me
an order for buying several wares , which
■will amount to near that sum ; mentioning
further , that he will send the money on re¬
ceiving the bill - of - parcels .

My not knowing this gentleman , and my
unwillingness to risk any thing , where I am
not sure , that I have to do with an honest
and fair trader ; will therefore not answer
his letter , ’ till you inform me of his circum¬
stances , which pray do without loss of time .
If I am able to serve you , on such , or any
other occasion , pray command me . In ex¬
pectation of a favourable answer ; I have the
honour to he & c ,

Letter 76 th -

I cannot but testify my dissatisfaction , invour
not giving Mr . Rippel in Paris orders for ac¬
cepting my draught for your account , of- gooo
Livres . On account of my not being acquain¬
ted with him , he , for want of your advice ,
has sent my hill back with protest , which
grieves me very much , and weakens my cha¬
racter no little .

I have used all imaginable precaution , and
could not have even suppos ’d this ; beingyou
say , you sent Mr . Rippel a remittance for $ 000
Liv res , by the last post for his securance .

F 3 The -
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Therefore , your word is not to be depended
on , and for the future I will take care of be¬
ing plai ’d such a trick again .

Inclos ’d account of protest - expences , the
amount of which I expect immediately .

Captain liirk went to sea yesterday ; I
wish he may soon arrive a your place .

I am
your humble servant .

Letter 77 th -
Sir ,

Your total silence to three of my letters of —
wherein I press you to dispose of my Jaurish
linnen to the best advantage , surprises me
no little . Will nobody buy more linnen in
Hambro ’ , or have you parcels of other per¬
sons in hand , which you prefer to mine ? I
cannot suppose the last , as I then shou ’d be
deceived , in that friendship I put in you ; I
will rather judge that the great scarcity of
money , keeps many from buying .

I repeat my desire , and beg you to use all
possible means in selling Jaurish linnen at the
highest price you can get . The sooner the
better , that I may be quit of this article ,
which has lain 011 my hands 3 years , and look
out anew .

What does the last news you had from
Lisbon mention ? does no orders come from
thence for Brettagnes ? Undoubtedly a great

demand
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demand for linnen , must come as soon as
they are at rest again , on which account , the
price will undoubtedly rise .

In expectation of your answer , and a fa -
rourable account - sale , I remain ,

Sir ,
your humble servant .

Letter 78 th '
Sir ,

If I had not laid out the greatest part of my
money , in variousmerchandises, would gladly
have embraced your oiler , in going half sha¬
res in a quantity of logwood , as I judge it
will turn out to great advantage . But as my
present stock will not allow it , I return you
thanks for your offer , and will make use of
it , as soon as I ’m able .

Do you think it will answer , if I send you
a small quantity of pot - ashes to sell , being
almost determin ’d to send you , by the first
vessel 20 barrels , for my account ; but I must
be sure , of getting something above the pre¬
sent price of 14 mk . or at least , not to loose
any thing . Acquaint me with your opinion .

I shall be extreamly glad , if you could get
in my demand front Mr . Hans Jurgens , though
I would not have you to use him very hard ,
unless you find that lie is in the point of fai¬
ling .

What is said with you about broun gin¬
ger, and what is its price at present ? I should

F 4 he
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be glad to know it , to take my measures ac¬
cording , with a quantity that is ofi'ered me ,

I am yours tkc .

Letter 79 th "

Chattier Claas got hither yesterday with your
5 casks of yarn No . 10 a 14 just when Cap 1,
Dixon was ready to weigli anchor , and sail
for Hull ; I have had much difficulty to get
him to take the 5 casks in . Inclos ’d you ’ll
receive the account of expences , amounting
in Louisd ’ors Rd . iy - nogr . which please to
credit my account for . By this days post , I send
the bill - ol - lading to Mr . John Eggers at Hull .

The Cap ' - got under sail yesterday , and as
the wind is fair , 1 hope he has got to sea al¬
ready . God grant him a save voyage .

Two ships are on the birth for London ,
and will be ready to sail in 14 days . Have
you any goods for that place , must not delay
sending them .

After a tender of my best services , I have
the honour to be with much esteem & c .

Letter 8° th *
Dear Sir ,

fliight days ago I had the honour to acquaint:
you of the arrival , and shipping of your 5
Casks of yarn ; which this confirms ,

It



It is with great regret , that this must ba,
the messenger of bad news ; as information
came yesterday , that the ship founderd on
the coast of Jutland , and the whole crew pe -
rished, together with the cargo , and there is
little hopes of saving any thing .

This misfortune grieves me the more , as
I know your 6 chests of linnen is not insu¬
red , consequently must bear the loss alone .
May tire fupretne being make amends for
this , by other advantagious commerce .

All the freighters of this vessel met toge¬
ther to day , and resolved , to send a person
acquainted with such matters , to the place of
stranding , that , in case any goods should dri¬
ve ashore , to reclaim them , and take propef
care for all , and report to the two deputieSj
appointed .

As freighter of your 6 chests I have con¬
sented to this , as judging it requisite and just ;
1 hope you will not take it amiss , for if it
should , contrary to all opinions prove fruit¬
less , the expences will but amount to little .

Providing any' thing be saved , I ought to
know the contents and value of your 6 chests .
Sent me the account thereof , that I may not
be the hindrance of any delay . I expect your
further orders , how I ’m to proceed ; I will
comply with your desire in every thing , and
use all means , to prevent your loss , convin¬
cing you that am , now and always ,

your friend and servant .
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Letter 8i st ‘

T lie person who was sent to take care of the
goods , out of the lost ship , inform ’d us ye¬
sterday , of having found several wares , accor¬
ding to a list sent in . Amongst which , is
one of your chests , according to the mark ; I
wish it may prove to be so . Several pieces
of linnen have swam ashore , on which no
known mark is visible . We expect by the
next post , a more circumstantial account , of
his occupation .

The account you sent me by your last of
5 ,h- instant , shall be made proper use of, and
act in this affair , according to the free liberty
you have given me , as if the loss fell really
to my own account .

Depend on it , and be assured , that I will
not fail , of acquainting you with what hap¬
pens , as soon as I ' m inform ’d of any thing .

I have the honour to be sScc .

Letter 82 di

By your agreeable favour of 6 th- instant , I
find you intend to make atrial with me , after
the method I serve others that is , granting
me free liberty , according to the times , to lay
out L . 20 , or 30 ,000 in such goods as I think
fit , for your account . I will not be backward

in
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in fulfilling your orders exactly , that for the
future , you may have reason to intrust me
further .

Trade is at present in such a condition ,
that one is at a loss , how to transact to the
greatest advantage of one ’s friends . Though ,
in all probability colTee and sugar must rise ,
at least the price will not run lower , as our
American merchants have sent no shipping to
the islands , consequently can expect nothing
from thence and nothing is to be feared , un¬
less that market be supplied by the great quan¬
tities of coffee and sugar , brought thither by
the i .inglish , which , if that should happen ,
my purchase will not advantage you much .

We are well provided with indigo , and
brown ginger will at present but render litt¬
le with you . I must desist entirely from wi¬
nes , as you seem to have no inclination for
fluid wares , tbo ’ my opinion is , by reason
of the very low price , something extraordi¬
nary might be gain ’d thereby , especially if
you have an opportunity to keep it some ti¬
me , and wait till the price rises .

On a mature consideration , I am apt to
think , the best method will be , to get an
opportunity on buying a good sort of Marti -
nico coffee , from such as are in want of mo¬
ney ; 1 will do my best , and if it falls out
to my desire , send you the wares by the first
ships opportunity , acquainting you with the
necessary .

Several goods are sold here , on 3 01- 4
months credit , tho ’ one does not reap so
much profit , as on paying ready money ,

thence
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thence , yon will not mind it , bu 't rather
leave the whole management to me , and
be assured that no one is more faithful
than I & c .

Letter 83 th ’

I ant sorry that I cannot effect your order#
in buying 2000 Stiegs * ) of Paderborn lin -
nen , at your limitted price , as the sellers
will not remit a farthing of their set price ;
will you give a few pence more , I can make
the bargain , and send you the goods hy the
first opportunity .

For your sincere wish towards the conti¬
nuation of my health , I preserve your con¬
stant propensity towards me with a great deal
of adherency . I hope the supreme being
will lead you through this year , which I ho¬
pe you have begun with pleasure , in health
and prosperity ; granting you such advanta¬
ges , as you in reason may desire . God pro -
te£l you and yours , and maintain that friend¬
ship which I will endeavour to cultivate on
my side , with sincerity .

Whether I shall come to see you next
summer or not , I cannot tell ; shou ’d it hap¬
pen , then I will divert myself with you in
that dear Altona .

I remain with much esteem & c .

* ) A Stifg of llnnen contains 20 pieces .

Let -
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Letter 84 th "

This day we receiv ’d four mails at once , by
which 1 got your agreeable favours of — with
bill - of - lading and invoice for ioo barrels of
rice , bought l 'or my account . I have exa¬
min ’d the invoice , found it right , and credi¬
ted your account for the amount .

Your draught for L . 300 : - on Iohn Pe¬
tersen , is accepted , and your account debi¬
ted for the same .

If the Cap ' - does but soon arrive with the
rice , the enterprize may fall out to great ad¬
vantage , if not , the contrary is to be ex¬
pected .

Have you any inclination to go £ shares
in a quantity of yellow Maryland tobaco , as I
am determin ’d to lay out about 3 , or 400 L .
for my share . If you find this adviseable ,
endeavour to look for good wares , but the
price must not exceed above 3 L . YVe are in
great want of a good sort , but the brown bad
sort we have - enough of.

Your two drafts for
I . 100 : — ") at 2 usances on Christian
— 150 : — J Koopman
I will endeavour to get accepted and should
they be refused , will on protest accept them
for your account , and keep them till deman¬
ded , by a 2 d*- draft , on which you may
depend .

Yonr



Your insurers of the lost parcel of ginger
per Cap 1, Bookes , make several oppositions ,
about the expences of the Dispacheur * ) ,
which is very injufi . Our rules of insuran¬
ce mentions expressly , that both the insurer
and insured , must submit to the decision of
this person . I will make rhis appear to them ,
if they do not soon comply , and pay without
more ado .

I am vastly obliged to you , for your
information of commerce with you . I pray
proceed , and further oblige him who remains
with much esteem & c .

Letter 85 th -

I was on the point of not writing to you
again to day , and then what woo ’d you have
thought of it ? I must confess , you may ac¬
cuse me of negligence , which is almost un¬
pardonable , and may be you do it : Shew
once a greatness of mind , which is not to he
equalled , and forget my faults , which you may
do the easier , as my long silence , has not
been the cause of any loss to you .

According to your desire , I have sold your
20 bales of pepper by publick auction , and
tho ’ damaged , got a higher price , than sound

wares

*) A Dispacheur , is a sworn person in Hamburg ,
who has the sole care of regulating sea - dama¬
ges , as demurrage , wrecks , salvage and ave¬
rage & c .
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wares sell for on change . What do yon think
of that ? The envy of the buyers one against
an other , has been the reason of their own
loss , and your profit . May they always do
so , when your goods are at stake ; neither
you nor I w ill clamour at it . but , pray send
me no more such damag ’d good , things may
chance to alter , bought wit is generally best .

Finally you get the account - sales . Let
it be examin ' d , and when right , debit my
account for mk . 3540 : — being the near -
account ; and credit my account for the two
inclos ’d bills , for

f 450 : — 1 at 14 days sight , on John
— IO ;TO : — J burton ,

b 0- f I ->00 : — at 33 !:- mk . isb° - mk . iyrg ; 3 —
The remainder shall be remitted as soon

as receiv ’d .
What ’s the price of logwood with you ,

and what does people judge of it ? It sells
well here .

1 recommend myself to you after a tender
ef my best services & c .

Letter 86 th -
Sir ,

Amongst the many ships that arrived here
last week , is yours called the Prince Christi¬
an , which after having weather ’d out several
storms , is free from damage . The Cap.' - has
already begun to unload , and experts to
ke empty next week . I have used all pos¬

sible
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Sible means to get liin a profitable freight ,
but has been hitherto without effeft , as too
many vessels are here . As soon as the
freight is come in , will instantly remit you
the same .

Pray for the future lie so kind to consign
vour ships to some other , as my other exten¬
sive business , makes it impossible for tne to
use that diligence for your interest , which I
ought to do . You v. i 'll find a better account ,
in consigning to such persons , who have al¬
ways ships on their hands . Those who want
ships , apply to them , instead of which , I
must depend of the broker . I have made
your Cap ' - acquainted with some such houses
already , who can best inform you , which he
likes best .

If you chuse to favour me with sanding
nil kinds of linnen , to sell for your account ,
I hope to convince you , of having the best
opportunity , to make a speedy and profi¬
table sale , giving von all manner of satis¬
faction . I recommend myself in the best
way , always remaining ,

Sir ,
your most humble servant *

Letter 87 th *

Sir ,

My years of apprenticeship with Mr . (fout -
wid , being finish ’d I am determin ’d to begiil

busi -



9 :

business in my own name . Mv trade will
chiefly consist in commissions , undertaking
nothing for my own account , to tesify to
those who intrust me , of my serving them
well .

Those who send me goods to sell , I will
allow them , according to circumstances , : o
draw on me for J or i of the amount , at -i
pro cent interest , till the money arising from
the sale comes in . If required , will send
other goods in the room thereof , and allow
the same time for payment , which is allow ’d
here . Here are opportunities enough , for
disposing of goods , and I hope to use my
friends so , as to merit their recommendation .

I thought proper to inform you thereof . I
flatter myself , of being favour ’d with your
commands . One trial will convince you , that
I ’m worthy of your confidence . Ifvouchuse
to make a beginning , I would advise the
brown powder - sugar above any thing else ;
which will turn out very well .

I recommend myself to your friendship ,
and remain in expeftation of many com¬
mands , with an esteem , not to be augmented ,

Sir ,
your obliged humble servant .

Letter g8 th *
S i r ,

Your agreeable favour of 2i ' h- instant with ,
the inclos ’d six bills of exchange for L . loco : -

G came
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came safe to hand . Your magnanimity and.
honesty , which is visible thereby , touch me
in the most sensible maimer , as 1 find your

. good intention cannot have the wished for
effect .

bly affairs are in such a condition , as not
to be helpt . The sum 1 loose by Mr . N . —
in Paris , is too important , and the last letters
mention , that the whole will render little or
nothing . Most of my enterprizes since , have
fallen disadvantagiously out , and weakned
mo so much , that as the times go , I shall not
be able to recover it in io years . What shall
1 do ? I see no other method , than , resigning
all l have to my creditors , and wait their
goodness , what they will do with me . This
I will do to morrow . To make the best use
l can of your generosity , I return the six
draughts for L . 1000 : — back again , that
vour loss may not be augmented through my
negligence .

According to a ripe calculation , I think I
can pay 75 per C . providing my creditors will
have a little patience . Will you contribute
thereto , persuade Mr . Kruger , to whom
I ' m 5000 Pd . indebted , to accept this offer .
If the greatest are willing , the smaller must
follow .

Your demand being so small , contributes
greatly to my satisfaction . I am obliged to
none so much as to you ; and if God pleases ,
] shall weather this storm out , experience
shall shew you how much I am & c .

Let -
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Letter 89 th >
Sir ,

If I did notact with discreetness towardsyoti ,
I should have accepted your offer mention ’d
in your favour of 2S th - March , in buying va¬
rious sorts of merchandises , according to or¬
der , and for the usual provision ; and wait 6
months for payment . Hut as I ’m accustom ’d
to use my friends with sincerity , ' expecting
to profit no more than my bare provision ;
obliges me to leave your orders unfulfilled .

The customary method of selling here ,
is for ready money ; that is 4 weeks ; there¬
fore judge yourself , if those who must be in
advance for 6 months , can do it for nothing ;
I do not believe it . Undoubtedly those who
doit , will have a method of indemnifying
themselves . You may alledge , your making
use of the money to advantage , in that ti¬
me : to which allow me to answer , that this
method of borrowing money is valuable , and
would please people , less to be credited than
you ; having no more to saw

If you please to give credit to my upright
assurance , make a trial with me , you will
visible find your profit thereby , and honour
me further with your commands . All I re¬
quire , is to draw on you , at the time you
order me to purchase ; unless you chuse to
remit me .

G 2 To
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To act with honesty , is the best founda¬
tion , of promoting adorable correspondence ,
and retaining the good opinion of ones
friends . Von may expect the same from me ,
as none can be more yours & e .

Letter 90 th -
S i r ,

I have not written to you during the space
of 6 months . .Should you ask the reason ?
acquaint me first , wliat l should have written
about . You having once declar ’d to send
nothing hither for your own account , and
1 never order any thing from your place ,
consequently our correspondence would have
been of no manner of use . Yet more , would
you have me to enrich the post , by writing
often ? I think nor . I hope your friendship
towards me , will he as usual ? I hope you lo¬
ve me still ? 1 really expect it , as it dimini¬
shes my misery .

I have long detain ’d from speaking on
a misfortune , which you probably expected
at the beginning ; of my letter . 1 tremble ac
the very thought , and more so , to write of

bit — but I must do it . You will have heard
■of the destruction of our city ; she is no mo¬
re . The fatuous , the wealthy Lisbon , is
changed into a heap of rubbish , and we , her

■unfortunate inhabitants , rendered worthy of
pity . This you know already , burnot , that
j atii one of those , who was i-n the jaws of

death
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death — 1 am not able to think on . that un¬
happy day . Ask me not to explain to you ,
liow the earthquake begun 3 I know nothing
of it .

You know the i“ - of November is a great
holy ' day amongst the Roman catholicks , and
especially here , and on such occasions , we
remain in our houses . I was in bed at 9 o ’
dock , when suddenly my house began to
crack ; I Icaptout of bed , threw some clothes
about me — instantly followed a second shock ;
this made me quit my house , I got indo the
open street , where all was in confusion , f
fled with the rest , without knowing whither .
All that 1 know , is this , that all houses
round about me , fell with a most terrible
clashing . At last I got into the fields , feeble ,
and our of breath . Here I lay down , su 'omit -
ing myself to the will of Clod , when every
agitation threatned the ground with a total
ruin . On coming to myself , I found several
acquaintance with me , as comfortless , and
as wrechedly dressed as I was . At last the
earth ceas ' d from trembling . We turned our
eyes towards the citv — How frigluned , to
see atotal dilapidation . What should we do ?
we ran to the ’ l ago , to shelter ourselves in
a ship ; which we found bv a Cap 1- of my ac¬
quaintance . He used us kindly , giving us
what meat and apparel he could spare . God
will reward him . This is the 6 Ih- day ' , and
still with him , viewing a furious flame which
lias from that time raged in the bowels of the
city , destroying every thing , which the eart -
quake could not do . .

G 3
Behold
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Behold mv friend , In such a state we are
In ; heaven lias visited us in this manner .
Calamity and distress is amongst us ; we are
all naked and destitute . The Lord will have
compassion with us , and preserve us from a
final destruction .

Remember me to your friend Mr . de Vofs ,
let him read this letter . 1 am not able to
write to him to day , and acquaint him that
all his goods are burnt — The pen falls out
my hand , at the very thoughts —

What I shall do , 1 know not — The
earthquake continues yet ; what it further
will do , is unknown to us — Have compas¬
sion with me — Pray to God — Implore his
mercy for your friend , and remain further
my favourite . I am your

humble servant in affliction .

Letter 91 st ’
Sir ,

\ ou will find by the inclos ’d account - cur¬
rent , that you are 54.5 Rd . in my debt since
the year 1754 , which is above 2 years . My
circumstances will nor permit me to wait Ion -
ger ; I therefore desire you to acquaint me ,
whether we agree , which if found right , re¬
mit me the moneyas soon as possible , that
l may balance this post in my books .

I have the honour to be always ,
Sit ,

your humble servant .
LeL
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Letter g2 d -

The an s ts e r .

Sir ,
ou make a demand of a debt , of 1 years

standing , tlio ’ you know how punctual I am
in discharging the same . Jit astonishes me
very much , and the more , as I find a receipt ,
■where the very day of payment is mention ' d ,
amongst my papers . Oneofmy clereks , who
was at that time at your town , paid it , and
tn sending me the receipt , mention ’d your
nit being at home , but one of your clereks
receiv ’d the money , and gave a receipt .

Let your books be examin ’d , to see if this
post has not been forgot , to be placed to my
account ; and let me known immediately ,
wheter you have found it or not . lam very
uneasy about it . This is the first time of my
being dun ’d ; It grieves me in a very sensible
manner , being of so long standing . I know
what dilatory payments may do to a merchant ;
and have hithertho avoided it , as much as
possible , in paying either on , or before the
dav appointed , which I will always observe
for the future .

In expectation of a speedy answer , I re¬
main with much regard ,

Sir ,
your very humble servant .

G 4 Let -
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Letter 93 d -

An answer to the former .
Sir ,

As much as von are astonished at mv de¬
mand of a debt of i years standing , 1 am as
much surpris ’d at the contents of ydir letter
of 4 th - instant .

Without troubling myself at the rigorous
expressions mention ’d , will discourse with
you , about the main point .

I noways doubt of your having a receipt .
I depend too much on your word ; still , I cm
not imagine , how you got it . The freud
must lie somewhere , be as it will . My book¬
keeper lias posted no article wrong , nor is it
possible my banker should forget it . Fy rea¬
son of the great hurry of business , my trade
occasions , I am obliged to count my cash
every 14 days , to see if it agrees with th «
cash - account . If too much , or a deficiency
is found , thence , either a mistake in posting
or too much has been paid , or received . Hither¬
to no over - plus of Kd . 550 : - has been
found . For certainty ’s sake , I have had my
hooks looked ever , to see if that sum has not
been put down to a wrong account ; but find
no such thing , not even that such an article ,
lias been entered the whole of that week . I
do not in the least doubt of the honesty of
my banker , who has served me 16 years ,
without ever finding him guilty of an unjust

action ,
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action , for I always keep a watchful eye over
all my ( servants ) clercks .

As positive as I am , of your paying eve¬
ry one at the day appointed ; even with the
same certainty , may you be assured , that no
one can accuse me , of having booked a debt
twice over , for which reason you shall not be
the first . Nothing is more certain , than that
a fraud must have been committed ; but by
whom , can not be said , without a stricter
examination . Either by yourclerck , or mine ;
one of the two , must be a rogue . I can fcar -
cely believe that mine is guilty , having never
had any reason for so doing .

The best and shortest method , will be
this , to examine the inclos ’d hand , with that
ol ’ the receipt ; do they agree , then I know
whom to accuse ; if not , you must find the
cheat in your own house .

Farewell . Ease me soon of this trouble ;
I desire it of you , reniainingj

Sir ,

your servant .

Letter g4 tb *
Sir ,

X embrace every opportunity of being ser¬
viceable to you , with the greatest satisfaction ,
hence f con not refrain from making you ac¬
quainted with Air . Eli: gel . He is . indeed a

G 5 very
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very worthy gentleman , from whose acquain¬
tance you may profit greatly .

He desired me to recommend a friend in
your town to him ; and have done it in your
person , assuring him , that you will regard
his interest , with the strictest sincerity . You
may expect his writing to you very soon ; I
rejoyce at it , and wish you joy thereby .

The sorrowful news on the destruction
of Lisbon , is visible in the face of every mer¬
chant here , where there affliction is discer -
nedly painted . You know how that place
and this , are enjoined together in trade . I
pity those , who by this misfortune , are obli¬
ged to leave oil trading , on account of their
great losses . This misfortune will extent
itself far and near , for there is scarcely a
trading - town in Europe , which will not feel
this effect . Thanks be to God , I am free !

Trade is entirely at a stand here , and pri¬
ces very low ; as you will find by the inclos ’d
price - current . If a war does not break out
between England and France , no considerable
rending can be expected . If you find it ne¬
cessary , to have any thing bought , I shall ex¬
pect your orders . Experience will shew you ,
how diligent and laborious I am in serving
you . I can say no more . I recommend my -
felf to your favour , and remain with due re¬
gard ,

Sir ,
your obliged humble servant .

Let -
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Letter 95 th ’

Answer .

Sir ,

Your agreeable favour of the 15 th - March ,
came safe . I return you many thanks for
recommending me to Mr . Fliigel . I have
receiv ’d a letter from him to day . He seems
to be a very honest and polite gentleman ; I
will not fail , in transacting for him in fueh a
manner , answerahie to the character you ha¬
ve given him of me , and where with he may
be content .

Your opinion is very just , about the mis¬
fortune of Lisbon , rendering a great many
people poor . I am glad you come off with¬
out loss : I ’m not so happy ; still , I have great
reason to return the Almighty thanks , that
my loss is of such a nature , as to be easily
born withal .

You excite me to buy some of your town
goods , becaufe the prices are so low' . I ’m
convinced of your good intention , and have
inclos ’d a list of such wares , as I have the
best opinion of . The buying of which I refer
to your own option , as I do not find it ne¬
cessary , to desire you to regard my interest .
Should I have occasion for any thing else , I
will inform you thereof .

Towards this purchase , I inclose you 4
drafts for 4000 : - Rd . at one usance , on John
Peter Hempel . Do the neceflary therewith ,

and



and credit my account for that sum . You
may shortly expect more , and on my recei¬
ving the bill - of - parcels , the remainder .

I have no more to add . I recommend you
to God ’s protection , and remain ,

Sir ,
your obliged humble servant .

Letter

Sir ,

After a long and tedious journey , am thank
God , got safe here . This place pleases me
very well : I have already taken a house , lit
for my business , and am getting it furnished ,
in a genteel and commodious manner . Per¬
mit me on this occasion , to acquaint you with
my intention , and what rules I intend t «
follow .

I think it the greatest folly , when young
beginners in trade , insist on having every
thing in the most magnificent and splendid
taste ; many ruin themselves thereby . A
reproach in pride and greatness , never re¬
mains alone ; it has several dangerous conse¬
quences . It requires a great expence , and
where this takes place , one ’s willing to make
it appear : thence a merchant neglects his bu¬
siness ; that alloted time , is spent in compa¬
ny , gain decreases , charges augment , and
when driven to the greatest height , one be¬
comes invisible , and repents on past follies ,

when
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friend ) ?

To the clercks you have engaged , l think
it will not be amiss , to add one more , who is
acquainted with the trade of this place ; I
think such a one will be of great advantage
to me . I will refer the commencement of
my trade , a few months , and make myself
first acquainted with the situation of this
country . I thereby will be able , to buy such
warps as comes to this marker , from the first
hand , and such as I afterwards can expect no
complaints of . In the few days of my resi¬
ding here , 1 find a great difference of prices .
Such good3 as one gets from the fabricks , in
small towns , is a great deal cheaper , and bet¬
ter , than here in town . If one docs not look
into such tilings , how easy it is trade back¬
ward in the world .

' I ’liis 1 hope to avoid . You are acquainted
with 111v stock ; you have added much to its
augmentation , for several years together . You
know how I carry on my business ; for the
good management of which , I am indebted
to yon . You have made me sensible , what
n noble spirit , an diligence is — For which
I will always be thankful . I hope to trans¬
act my all airs in such a manner , as will en¬
courage you to assist me with your advise .

One thing I have observed here , which
1 must acquaint you with . He - e are but few
discreet merchants . He who can not cheat
with an air , is not esteem ’d . A master in
this art , is dignified with the title of great .
I will take care of becoming great , after such

a man -
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a manner ; my chief care will be , to merit
the character of air honest man .

You can scarcely believe how much ro¬
guery is committed here , it is easily disco¬
vered , for those that do it , are proud of its
being known , to encourage others to do the
like . 1 would send you a list of the heads of
this class , if I did not know your worth too
•well , to he pleas ’d with the faults of others .
Mv vouth dees not bar me , from beholding
such abominable actions with terror , and from
shelling them . Depend upon it , I will al¬
ways think and 'act , as you have taught me .

Adieu . I remain assured of your unalte¬
rable esteem ,

Sir ,
your affectionate

and obliged humble servant .

Letter Q7 d -

The a n s w e r .

Dear Sir ,

I was extreamly glad to hear of your safe ar¬
rival , and your good health , as also , that
you like your place of abode .

You do very right in furnishing your
house , only with what is necessary . Your
reasons for so doing , are so very important ,
that I have nothing to add .

Your designing to take a second clerclc , is
undoubtedly requisite . Will you permit me

to
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to give yon advice here ? endeavour to get
an able book - keeper , and do not mind ioo
Kd . for wages . To keep books in good or¬
der , will require one person alone , especial¬
ly by your undertaking . If you free yourself
from this business , you can then apply more
diligently to other things . It remains ne¬
vertheless necessary , to look over your books
at spare - hours , to prevent all disorders .

I am very much astonished at your re¬
marks on trade there . Is it possible , that any
one can go that lenght for gain , and beco¬
me guilty of the most infamous roguery ? If
] had known this , I would never have avised
von , to spend your days of prosperity , in a
place so dangerous . You know , I ’m acquain¬
ted with it no further than bv Mr . Koch , who
has always behaved well towards me . I ho¬
pe this worthy friend , will encourage you
to goodness , bv his good examples . This
and your natural inclination to virtue makes
me easy . I am sure , you will not allow
yourself to be led astray , by all the pertur¬
bations there in use . You know me . Y' ou
know how much it wou ’d afflict me , if vou
fled from the paths of virtue .

The love I bear you , obliges me to give
you a lew more lessons , the observing of
which , will he useful .

First , on people sending yon goods to
sell , or order you to buy , never let yourself
be governed by tiie love of gain , to take
more , than is your just due . Be content with
the usual provision , charge the goods exactly
with what they cost you , and no more ex -

pences *
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pences , than you have really laid our , wi¬
thout ever thinking on an unjust gain . Then¬
ce your business will increase , and everyone
will trust you .

Secondly , never deduct the least from
them , who live by day labouring , rather
augment your goodness , by a timely pre¬
sent ; such like gifts have a great effect . Your
interest will he well regarded , and your work
will go on with pleasure .

I had this to add to the good intention ’ll
admonition , which I do with a great deal of
pleasure . Your regarding the same , will give
rue the greatest satisfaction , for 1 love you
as usual , and will always do so remaining ,

Sir ,
your real friend and servant .

Letter 65 th -
Sir ,

Thou gh ever so unwilling , tho ’ it grieves
me ever so much , I am forced to acquaint
you with my wretched circumstances . Judge
how ' it afflicts me to acquaint you , that I am
not able to pay my debts .

You have known me twenty years ago ,
you know what pains I have taken , to get
my bread honestly ', no one can accuse me of
an errour , committed in the course of my
trade , or that I have maliciously brought this
misfortune upon myself. All this you know ;
nevertheless , i must acquaint you with my



iig

veal circumstances , to prevent all prejudice
against mv honest character .O J

Twenty years ago , I began trade in this
place with 20 ,000 - ink . stock ; and from
that time , to 14 days ago , I found myself
worth about So ,ooo - ink . As also 60 , 000 .
ink . at interest , at 4 per cent . Out of that
I am indebted , here , and in foreign parts
37 )S57 - n | lo inclusive your 5873 ink . 6 ss .
for which I arn very sorry for ; i have under¬
gone so many losses , within the space of 14
days , as .can scarcely be imagin ’d .

by die bankrupty of Mr . ( '; — I loose
27 , 638 - ink . That was followed by Mr .
N — This honest gentleman has been forced
to commence bankrupt , on account of several
great and known losses , my demand on him
is 19 , 564 mk . By the conflagration of Lis¬
bon 1 loose 87 , 855 mk . and in bad book -
debts 48 , 367 , n ĉ- 1 will make no mention
of other trifling accidents . It is sufficient
they have brought me so low , that I cannot
pay above 40 per cent .

It now depends upon my creditors , whe¬
ther they wiil ruin me entirely , or set me
up again . I cannot sufficiently praise the
generosity of Mr . D — who gives me leave
to make use of the 20 ,000 mk . that I owe
him , ’till I can pay him with ease . My in¬
tention was to have paid the 40 per cent im¬
mediately , and if fortune did not frown too
hard upon me , was in hopes of paying to per
cent yearly , consequently discharge my whole
debt in 6 years , together with 4 per cent an¬

il nual
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■mini interest . Can I do it sooner , I will ,
with all my heart .

Pray weigh this matter my friend , and if
possible perfuade Mr . A . & B . to accept my
proposal . I hope in a little time to bring my
creditors here , to do the same .

I acknowledge the love you have hitherto
shewn me , with an upright heart . It shall
redound to your honour , the days I have to
live , neither will 1 ever cease to esteem you
& c .

Letter 99 th *

The a n s w e r .

Sir ,

"Your favour of io '1'- March amazed me very
much . It grieves my very' heart so much
more , being quite assured , that your iormer
behaviour has always been very just , and that
you have not brought this misfortune upon
vourself designedly . Let this comfort you .
S ' our circumstances may become better again ,
if you do not loose all hope yourself .

The several losses you undergo , and espe¬
cially that of Lisbon , is sufficient , to weaken
the greatest merchant . No one can blame
you about the last ; as proceeding from the
band of the Almighty , his chastisements are
a secret to us ; we must kiss the rod , revere
his will , and lay' our hands on our mouths .

I agree
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I agree to your proposal of paying 40 per
cent ; can you afterwards pas ' the remainder ;
well and good ; and if not , I can bear the
loss thank God . 1 will take no interest of
you . You may use that as part stock towards
your new undertaking .

I have communicated your case , to Mr . A .
& K . in the most ernphatical manner ; they
have promis ’d me to enter inro your offer ;
each of whom will acquaint you of it to day .

As soon as you have agreed with all your
creditors , I will assist you as much as possible ,
having always looked upon it as a duty , to
assist men of worth in distress , whose hone¬
sty and industry are known .

I’ l-ay God protect you for the time to come ,
against such like misfortunes , and supply this
loss many fold . I remain with sincerity

your friend and servant .

Letter ioo , h -

An other answer .

Sir ,

Youdeclareyourselfahankrr .pt , and cause
me and two other hottest people , to loose such
large sums . Indeed , I never could have sup¬
posed this of you : but this is the case , when
one gives credit to others . You are may be
your own judge : you know , I have always
used you well , allowing you the Use of my

H 3, money
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money 4 years together , wirhout even de¬
manding it ; but the way of the world is , to
render evil for good .

This serves to acquaint you , that neither
Mr . A . & 3L nor 1 , will consent to your agree¬
ment . We are determin ’d to recover our
payment , by the rigour of the law , and bring
rhe whole under the statute of bankruptcy .
That ’s our intention ; thence you may rake
vour measures .

It ’s true you arc unlucky , but then you
have been the reason of it . You ought not
to have been so extensive in the beginning ,
and more careful . After pride comes po¬
verty . Let this be a warning to you hereaf¬
ter , if you should happen to begin trade again .

This is what I had briefly to mention .
1 am ,

Sir ,
your servant .

Letter ioi st -

Sir ,

M . his day sennight was my last to you ; which
you have undoubtedly received . Since which
carrier Kehr has brought the cask of indigo ,
No . I .

On opening it , I have found the indigo
very moist . It would have pleas ’d me bet¬
ter , if you had got it made dryer , before you
sent it ; may be you had done it , if you had

not
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not suppos ’d our having occasion for it ,
against the approaching ( Mess ) fair . I must
try what I can make of it .

Inclos ’d you receive the original hill - of -
parcels for the above mentioned cask , to be
produced on receiving the average agreed
for . 1 believe you will have no occasion
for it , as you have settled with the insurer ;
nevertheless he must pay io p . C . for the in¬
sured sum ? hence I judge the hill - of - parcels
tobeusuless . Acquaint me if I ’m right or not .

According to invoice , and account of in¬
surance , you have charged the course very
high . 1 hope it will signify nothing ? Pray
inform me , how you get ’ french value insu¬
red there . Is it fixed , or , is it to be deter¬
min ’ d , according to the course of exchange ?
Can not one likewise insure a presuppos ’d
gain of io p . cent , above the prime cost ?
Your instructions about this will be highly
agreeable .

I salute you kindly , and remain ,
Sir ,

your to command .

Letter io2d -

An answer .

Sir ,

We are glad to understand out of your
agreeable letter of 2S ' h’ of last month , your
having receiv ’d the cask of indigo - No . I . We

11 3 should
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should have had it better dryed indeed , if
we had not partly been afraid of the appro¬
aching fair , raising the freight , and partly ,
we believ 'd you would be glad to get your
goods in due time , thence we judged to send
it by the first opportunity . We supposed it
was dry enough , as not to stiller any dama¬
ge on the road , hoping that you would not
misinterpret our doing so .

Inclos ’d we send you the original invoice
back again ; we have had it copyed , which
is sufficient . Notwithstanding the insurer ’s
payment of the to p . C . the account must for
ail that be deliver ’d to the Dispacheur , by
which according to its value , with that of the
whole cargo , and vessel , he is to make out
the grand - average . This account includes
all expences , towards saving the ship and
cargo . The ioper cent which Mr . N — has
paid as insurer , towards special - average , the
freight , the ordinary - average , charges
for bringing the cash from Coxhaven , the
new one , and all other expences , is to be
paid out of it . If any thing remains after
all this is paid , of the io p . C . , as then it
belongs to the insurer .

We have but down the price of the cask ,
according to the stipulated cxpence in french
money , together with the premium of insu¬
rance , which are arbitrable , and even the
premium paid may be insured : that is the
reason , the insured sum is larger than the
invoice calculated according to course .

There is no fixed price , concerning the
insurance of goo„ds ; which may be either

high
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high or low , as the owner thinks fit . Thence
it is permitted to insure an imaginary protit ,
together with tiie prime cost .

When the Dispache *) is regulated , the
insurer must make the grand - average good ,
according to the value of the goods insured .
The io p . cent before mention ’d towards the
special - average , has nothing to do with the
other , but used towards clearing small ex -
pences , and as a rccompenee for damaged
goods , or as an assistance towards the sale
thereof .

We judge to have nnswerdyour questions
sufficiently . We shall be glad to hear your
being content therewith . We remain & c -

Lefcter 103 d ’

Sir ,

The contents of your letter of i6 ,h' instant ,
appears so contradictory to your former , that
I can get no kind of insight into this affair .
In your favour of iq .111- November you men¬
tion I have. receiv 'd the, money , and only want
to know , what 1 sh .'.il do & c . That demon¬
strates , if I understand German , that the
money is in your hands , at my disposition .
It therefore lay at my option , to act as I
thought proper , as long as you had not re -

H 4 mit

* ) A term used only in Hambro ’ , lignifying to
make up the account of damages , according to
the quantity of goods each person had on board .
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initted me the money . Tlience I could be¬
lieve no otherwise , but tliat the cash was as
sale in your hands , being a person skilled
in trade , as in die hands of any other of my
friends in your place , at my disposition . I
mention ’d to you in my letter of 26 lh- No¬
vember : 7b leave the 570 . lid . in your hands ,
till further order and fully assured you at the

same time , that you had nothing to fear from

thence . '1 his 1 think was sufficient , to pre -
rent you from paying the money .

In your letter ol 7 th- December , you write
quite otherwise . Using these words : Not to
keep the , mon 'y so long at my disposition , till
Mr N — had given his consent thereto , will

therefore part with it . Had you but known ,
what you had written before , and willing to
keep your word , this had never proceeded
out of your pen . Whether you know , time
you contradict yourself , or not , I maintain
nevertheless , that you had no right to pay
the money without my consent , as long as
justice and equity takes place , and according
to my opinion , this can not be put in oppo¬
sition against the law . On throwing all your
declarations together , served only to make
me positive , that you have the money still in
your hands , and that 1 have nothing to fear
from thence . My answer to your last , re¬
peated my desire , of your not parting with
the money , against my orders .

Put yourself in my place , and judge then ,
what I thought ; where you say : The remit¬
ted 570 Rd . are paid to Mr . N . — agreeable

to your first order . How this is to be con¬nected
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nectcd witli the former , I really do not un -
derst :iiid . Contradictions ought never to
take place , in regular correspondence , and
honest dealings ; and on perusing your last
letter , find that all your letters contradict
each other , which is greatly to be blam ’d
in a downright honest merchant .

I have as yet receiv ’d no answer from Mr .
N — on nty dast to him . Let him answer
what he pleases , it ’s equal to me . I have
only to do with you , as you are the person
I intrusted my money with , from the time
of redemanding it , untill now . If you had
paid it , before the receipt of my counter -
order , I must have been content , and you
freed front vindication . This lias not hap¬
pen ' d . All your tetters serve me as a de¬
monstration , and will justify me in the eyes
ol every one , acquainted with mercantile ac¬
cidents . No one will dispute my right ;
which ! willendeavour to recover ; on receiv¬
ing your categorical answer .

Your being sorry , if any disputes should
arise between Mr . N — and me , and the like
expressions , are nothing but barefaced eva¬
sions , or a cloak for your knavery , noways
deserving my attention . All chut I have to
add , is , that 1 have this day drawn on you
for Rd . 570 at 1 usance , payable to joint
Albrecht . Will you answer it , after deduct¬
ing your provision and postage , then this
affair , so discommendable for you , and dis¬
agreeable to me , will have an end : on the
contrary , and according to your answer , l
wili take my measures . If you despise law -

H 5 suits ,
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suits , as I do , you will cTiuse the easiest way ,
and oblige me greatly by so doing . This 1
expect from you , and remain ,

Sir ,
your servant .

Letter 104 th *
S i r ,

A .s unwilling as I am to trouble any onewith
disagreeable commissions , yet , at this time
] am obliged to write to you on that head .
You have given me so many proofs of your
friendship , in not being discouraged at my
requests .

I have a small dispute with Mr . M —
about Rd . 570 : - which I remitted him about
4 months ago , for the account of Mr . N . in
Dresden & c .

After exchanging several letters , I find
that Mr . M — and Mr . N — plays both one
card , endeavouring to enrich the latter , whe¬
re he ought to have been our reciprocal and
impartial commissioner , and to have obeyed
both Mr . N — orders and mine . I am at last
weary of writing , having address ’d the in¬
clos ’d to him ; it is no sealed , after vou have
read it , seal it , and deliver it to him , and
produce the bill for 750 Rd . at 1 usance ,
payable to you . Providing he pays it , you
may allow him his provision , and give him
a receipt in full ; but on a refusal , protest ac¬

cording
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go to law , to recover my money , and then
the question is , whether I dare be troubleso -
me to you , in putting it in execution . As
then 1 will send you Mr . M ’s original letters ,
and if you judge it requisite , will add the
merchants arbitremeut , to enable you to pro¬
ceed against him the more forcibly . If yon
would be so kind to give me vour advise ,
how I could get my money after an easier
wav , 1 shall look upon it as a new favour ,
J siiall expect your answer with desire .

The iT h- instant I took the liberty to re¬
commend Mr . Charles Martini to yon . £
need not desire you to receive him well , as
I know your philanthropv ( or love of man¬
kind ) ; let me rather return you thanks befo¬
re hand , lor the civility you will shew him .
Should he want any money you may let him
have 500 Rd . on his receipt , which I will be
answerable for .

Adieu , 1 recommend myself , and remain
( without delay ' ) yours & c .

Letter 105 th -
Sir ,

Custom has prevailed so far , ’ as to recom¬
mend one friend to another , thence you will
be kind enough to excuse my addressing the
bearer of this letter to you , .Mr . Charles
Martini from Coppenhagen .

The
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The design of his travelling , is to get a
personal acquaintance with the most eminent
merchants , in the greatest trading towns in
Germany , tendering them his service . You
will be so kind , as to grant him your friend¬
ship , and assist him in his undertaking . As
travelling may put one into an immediate
want of some money , you may assist him
for my account , if he demands any .

Farewell ! Every opportunity of ferving
either you , or your friend , will be agreeable
to me . 1 recommend you to God ’s mercy ,
and remain with usual esteem ,

Sir ,
your humble servant .

Letter I06 11' '

Yon mention ’d me some time ago , that you
would not receive the 50 barrels of raisins ,
sent from Mr . John Harthold of Malaga , by
Cap ' - ' do Kuyter , to me for your account ;
but you would acquaint me with your inten¬
tion , after the Captain ’s arrival . He is arri¬
ved safe . 1 am therefore in want of your
immediate order , wheter you will have the
raisins or not .

Mr . Harthold has inclos ’d a draft for du¬
cats 300 : - at 97 : at i£ usances , on you . If
you take the 50 barrels of raisins , I shall ex¬
pect your returning the hill accepted , and
address ’d for payment , as then you must ere -
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dit my account for B 0 , mk . 50 IO - for the
premium of insurance . Your answer will in¬
form me of your intention .

I wish you joy of the approaching new -
year , health and prosperity . May you , and
all those you regard , live happily in the next ,
and many successive years , may all your en¬
deavours be crowned with a happy issue .

I recommend myself to your favour & c .
Sir ,

your iiuinble servant .

Letter 107 th ’

Answer .

I am glad to hear of the arrival of Cap ' - de
Kuvter , for die sake of Mr . Bartholds , but
can .not resolve to take the 50 barrels of rai¬
sins , for my own account . In my last 1 men -
tioifd you the reason thereof . You may the¬
refore obey his orders , concerning the same .

Inclosed I return you the bill for due .
300 : - with non - acception , and he must an¬
swer the charges of insurance .

Mr . Nebeling in Amsterdam , informs of
Ins having fent 4 barrels of tobacco to you ,
for my account . 1 do not know die Cap¬
tain ’s name . On bis arrival , send them by
open wliarer to Lunenburg . Probably it wiil
not happen before the spring , as I ’m told the
Elbe is frozen up .

I re -
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I return you my sineerest thanks for your
kind wish . I wish you the same , and more ;
may you always he happy and prosperous .
I salute you very kindly , and remain <Xc .

Letter ioS t !, ‘

According to your order of I4 ' h- instant , the
chest No . 7 is sent to Air . Christopher Reckcw
at Lunenburg . I wish you may receive it safe !
As soon as the Cap ' - has made up his accounts ,
I will send you the account - charges .

1 have credited your account for the agio
of Rd - 2io : - on Air . I . ichtenfcheid , at 4
per cent , with Rd . ‘J . 94 , or rather iur the
whole sum of Rd . 21 g . 94 .

What you mention concerning Rd . 100 . -
which you have been obliged to complain
against some one in Dresden , is a thing I
know nothing at all of ; you have never men¬
tion ’d any tiling about it , neither does your
letter inform me , whether all is paid or not .
It is nevertheless necessary I should know
it , as the herring were not sold for my ac¬
count . I should be willing to balance with
the owner , at the close of the year . Answer
me soon , I send you my respects , and re¬
main —

Let -
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Letter iC9 d-
7 h e a n s tv e r .

I have informed myself of your sending the
chest Mo . 7 and credited my account - wares
under you , for the same . Pray send me the
account - charges , as ;soon as possible .

I. have debited your account for the as¬
signment on Joint Dietrich Lichtenfcheid ,
conformable .

The remaining loo Rd . came in yester¬
day . Please to excuse the unintelligibleness
of my letter . I have been obliged to pay
more fees , than my profit amounted to . I
ought to have acquainted you sooner with it ,
iff had not been in hopes , of bringing it to
a reconcilement , together with a multiplicity
of business , on account of our present distur¬
bance , prevented me from doing it . I know
that my silence , con ’d be noways hurtful to
you , as I mention ’d , on sending the account
sale , that ! wou ' d inform you when the mo¬
ney was all come in . Which I have not done
as yet .

By the next post I will send yon the ex¬
tract of your account - current , that you may
know , what you have to make good to your
friends .

I remain with much esteem & c .

Let -
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12 r>a

Sir ,

.As agreeable as your former letters liave
been to me , nevertheless your last of the

ol the proceeding month , was very grie¬
vous , in rinding you so unfriendly towards
me . You may be my judge , wheter 1 have
given you any reason for proceeding against
me , in recovering a damage , that I can
nowavs be blamed for . It is truel mention ’d
submitting myself to your verdict , in hopes
of your proceeding according to reason , and
as you would have expected to be done by ,
if von bad been accused of a mistake unjusrlv ,
as I am . I am ahvay read } ' to submit a little
to a friend , with whom I have held an agre¬
eable correspondence , rather than loose his
friendship ; but when to much is required ,
it hurts one sensibly .

You can not blame me , in not complying
with your orders . I got the brandy gaged
twice , according to your desire , and the ga¬
gers not agreeing in the measure ; is not my
fault . What they said , i was obliged to be¬
lieve , as I cou ’d not convince them to the con¬
trary , neither was it my business . Yon Sir ,
believed me ; so that believing on both sides ,
turn ' d out to our mutual disadvantage . but
on getting an order to rill up the aumes , then
1 could easily perceive , how many quarters
was wanting , to rill each cask , which I cou ’d
not do , at the time of gaging .

If



If you look over my letter of 22 d' July *
you will find that 1 then mention ’d : 2 or 3
atones ore wanting in measure . It is well
known that brandy consumes itself greatly : let
me know , if you, do not -find it requisite , that
/ take i n : i . umc , and fill the others out of it ,
& c . This I asked then . Could I do more ,
than direct you , how much l had your in¬
terest at heart ? You was the owner . You
was to give orders , what whasto be done , as
I could not proceed at pleasure , with another
man ’s goods , without having a great deal to
answer for . I have done my duty , and no¬
thing can strictly be laid to my charge . Put
yourself in my case , andjudge then how it must
grieve me , to be attacked in such expressions , as
was not to be expected from a friend and which
1 never could have presumed to come from you .

You further accuse me of a fault , which
according to reason , ought to be charged to
Mr . liertram . If the insurer at Amstertam ,
is to make good the leakage , that exceeds 6
per cent , i am surprised that Mr . Bertram
shou ’d be content with 3 -̂ p . cent . The real
deficiency in the brandy , or which is to be
made good , is nothing but the leakage , and
not that which the gager mentions . The real
deficiency was first discovered , on filling up ,
neither can a gager be so exact in mensura¬
tion^ as to leave no room for supposition ,
which may deceive . It has not only happe¬
ned in this affair , no , I have known it take
place before now .

If Mr . Bertram had stuck to his text , and
demanded the average justly , tlae insurer

1 must
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must have paid it : for , if he must pay the
damage , why does he not pay the6 ^ p . cent ?
Is he not obliged to pay it , why does he of¬
fer 3 -J- per cent ? This testifies sufficiently that
the insurer can not make himself free , other¬
wise he had no need , to pay the least , or ,
am 1 obliged to make good , what Mr . Ber¬
tram allows to be deducted ? I think no one
can demand the least from me , if either ju¬
stice or equity can take place , according to
the law of nature . Consider the whole toge¬
ther , and undoubtedly you will find me inno¬
cent . I expect it the more , as I cannot sup¬
pose , that you intend to bring me to trouble
or expences .

Mr . Bertram ought once more to insist of
the insurer to make the whole damage good .
He hat acknowledged himself debtor , either
for less or more . He who binds himself to
make good any kind of damage , must if any
happens , make it good . Such a one is ait
insurer . Is lie obliged to make good a pare
thereof , so likewise the whole , and on his
offering to makegood the first , testifies his
being obliged to pay the last . Providing the
proposal be rightly laid open , it must have
a good exit . Mr . Bertram , who had the
goods insured , is obliged to do it . If he will
but take the pains , he can not fail meeting
with success .

In my last I explain ’d to you the meaning
of the Primage and Stade - toll , as also con¬
cerning the Piemento . Thence you will find ,
that I always use you with probity , which
lias , and always shall be my chief care .

Your
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Your bill for Rd . 400 : - Banco in 6 weeks
dated 17 th - Sept , on John James Smith , lie
accepted in my hands , and will be deliverd
on getting the second .

I send you my best compliment , and re -
main , in expectation ol' a more favourable
answer than your last ,

your humble servant .

P . S . On the departure of the post news ar¬
rives , that Cap 1- Mathew Wooding is sa¬
fely got into the Elbe , from Bourdeaux ;
on his coming up , I will receive your 20
hogsheads of wine , and send them by
the way of Lunenburg . Farewell !

Letter m th >

Excuse my not answering your favour of
the 2 d' of last month . I was obliged to give
you the required information myself , and a
small jaunt has been the hindrance of it till
now .

The Westphalian linnen , sent to Spain
and Portugal , is divided into several sorts ;
each of which I will acquaint you of .

The first sort is unbleached , commonly
called Osnabruck linnen , consisting of long
pieces of 60 , 70 , or go double ells , tied toge¬
ther with 2 dark blue strings , and marked
with three crowns . There hangs one of the
tips out of one end , on which the number
of ells is stamped ; adjacent to the crowns ,

I 2 you ’ ll
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you ’ll find several numbers , which signifi¬
cation belongs to their own country only .
Though this linnen is called Osnabrugs , it
is nevertheless made atBraamse near liremen .

This linnen is sold by the ioo double
ells , consisting of too Paris - rods ; which
frequently sells for about 8 or 13 rixdollars
Hambro ’ banco , according to the quality the¬
reof , which consists in its being tine , well
wrought , and of ableakish colour . Oneought
to be aware of fraud ; as frequently pieces
are found , where a few ells at one end , are
Hue , and well wrought , and further one ,
coarse and thin , which can only be discove¬
red on opening all the folds . When the pie¬
ces turn out so , are said to be (gekapt ) or
sorted . The whitish colour proceeds from
its being strowed over with lime , and after¬
wards beaten out again ; which can not be
done so clean , as noth afterwards to remain
dusty , on beating it with your open hand ,
thence one may know , wheter it has been
lim ’d . The middle sort , and best middle
sort , vends the best .

An other sort of Westphalian linnen , is
called Bremer stiege - linnen , generally blea¬
ched in and about Bremen , from whence it
takes its name . It is chiefly somewhat thin¬
ner than the before mention ’d unbleach ’d
linnen ; tho ’ it ought not to be too thin , and
the better it is bleached , the sooner it meets
with buyers . The stieg generally sells for
4 or 5 mark Hambro ’ banco , or 20 Bremer -
ells , which is frequently the length of the
piece . There are some pieces of 30 ells , of

which
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■which sort 2 pieces are mostly folded toge¬
ther , and entered for a double piece , to spare
a little toll - money . This sort of linnen is
made and bleach ’d about Hildesheim ; but re¬
tains the former name , and is mostly 5 - 4 ' h' -
broad .

Westphalia produces another sort , called
Paderborn linnen . This sort is only four
4 ' 1' 1- broad ; and not very vendable . Twenty
ells generally sell for about 4 mark banco .
When this sort is not expressly order ’d , you
will do well , in having nothing to do with
it ( begging your pardon ) .

if you chuse to make use of me , either
in buying , or providing yon have it worked
up in the country , I will be mindful of your
interest ; one trial will convince you thereof .
I remain with as much esteem , as prone to
serve you «Scc .

Letter 112 th -

Both your agreeable favours of 30 th - May and
I 5 u' - past month , arrived safe .

I have credited your account for the 2 d-
transport of copper , with L , 13100 : - current ,
agreeable to the account sent in . Concer¬
ning the departure of the 3 '’- transport Mr .
Clajus will inform you thereof ; I am expect¬
ing the account .

The draft on me for L . 5250 : - 6 weeks
after date , payable to Henry Oldenburg , is

T 3 accepted .



accepted . This bill is more advantageous t «
me than the former ; thence I think it is my
duty , to return you thanks for your kind
affection .

Tho ’ I should endeavour to acknowledge
your affection , by taking more copper from
your hands , titan is aggreed on by contract ,
yet 1 cou ’d not do it ; as I ’m inform ’d Mr .
Bertram at N — sells it to N - and for the
better doing it , at such a price , providing
I -gain any thing , am not able to keep mar¬
ket with him .

But as the contract in being mentions N — ,
as the chief place for my disposing thereof ,
and my greatest vendee is in that place , I the¬
refore desire ( your honour ) you to establish
my district for selling , entirely to myself ,
forbiding Mr . N — front vending any there .
If this is not done , I remain uncertain , in
disposing of the quantity contracted for , much
less to think of taking a greater quantity of
copper yearly .

It will be equal to yon , wheter you dis¬
pose of so much more copper to Mr . Bertram ,
or tome ; but , if my selling - district , is not
kept free , the one will endeavour to under¬
sell the other , and the copper will fall into
a decline which in course of time , will bo
disadvantageous to you ( your honour ) .

This is the reason that has detain ’d me
from ordering more tin ; for if Mr . N — is
not forbid selling in N — , I shall be obliged
to use part of the crude - copper for forging ,
in order to get rid of it . But if I have the
sole liberty of vending at N I shall not
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only order more tin , but even exceed the
fixed quantity of copper .

in expectation of your complying with
my request , I have the honour to remain
■with respect & c .

Letter 113 th -

An answer to the former .

Your agreeable favour of the 20 th - past , ac¬
quaints us , of your having credited our ac¬
count with L . 13100agreeable to account
sent , for the receiv ’ d transport of copper , out
of our copper - ware - house .

You have no need to return us thanks for
drawing for June term , which fell out to your
advantage ; it is our duty to be mindful ot
your interest , according to ourprime promise .

We have sent Mr . Bertram a small quan¬
tity of our copper , according to order ; but
he complains very much of a dilatory sale ,
and his last acquaints us , of having the whole
quantity in his ware - house , thence we can¬
not imagine , his having sold any at N — . Re
as it will , we will expressly acquaint him by
this post , that he must desist entirely from
vending any in those places alloted to you by
agreement , on pain of being liable to make
good all losses , arising from thence . Out-
being acquainted with this gentleman ’s ho¬
nesty , gives us reason to expect no more
complaints on that head , from you .

U On



13 6

On your being certain on that bead , we
hope to be favoured with a considerable or¬
der for copper - plates . It is now a time ,
that the work goes on briskly , on account
of plenty of water , and of being commo -
diously transported by water , to theplace re¬
quired . We therefore desire you to take a
resolution accordingly .

Lastly , we recommend ourselves , and
remain with real esteem & c .

Letter 114 th '

An answer to the former ,

Yours of the qo ,h- July acquaints me how
matters stand with the sale of Mr . Bertrams
copper , which he had from you . You may
very easily observe , out of former circum¬
stances , that this gentleman can not procure
the mine - direction , the wished for advantage ,
which may be caused by lowering the price
of the copper . I will further add , that when
I have the sole liberty of vending copper at
N — , I will not only bring the lowered pri¬
ces up again , prevent the like from happen¬
ing any more , and raise the real worth the¬
reof , with more effect , titan 'when I fear the
infringement of an other , to whom I must
submit . Several complaints against the bad
working up of the copper , are come to hand ,
which causes me to make this observation .

I thank -



I thankfully acknowledge your having
acquainted Mr . Bertram to keep out of my
allotted territory for selling copper . If he
observes it , I will take a larger quantity
every year , than the stipulated 1500 quin¬
tals , tho ’ not for the present year ; as the
500 quintals sent off last year , only arrived
here in the beginning of April , ol this year ,
hence I must make my account for 2000
quintals in all .

To testify my assiduity in disposing of the
copper , 1 hereby order :

40 quintals in hammer ’d plates , and
20 ditto in . . . ditto bottoms .

I desire they may be well forged , and the
workmen ordered to observe , that the pla¬
tes and bottoms be worked up , ! free from
cracks and holes . A great deal depends upon
my getting them before the winter , to be
used as soon as the frost sets in .

The bill you will draw on me in the
middle of this month , Shall as formely he
duly honour ’d . For the rest , I have the ho¬
nour , to recommend myself to your favour ,
remaining ( without delay ) with a great deal
of esteem , & c .

Letter 115 th -
Sir ,

I find by your agreeable letter of 20 th ’ in¬
stant , that my last was too prolix . I wish

I 5 you
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you would convince me of the lawfulness of
your complaint , by an answer , just as prolix ;
hut instead of that , you refer me to things ,
wherein you suppose to have refuted me ,
tho ’ I find no such tiling in any of your let¬
ters . Every one of them is plain , that you
intended to force me , without giving your¬
self any further trouble , to convince me of
my mistake .

I have no inclination to enter into disputes
with you ; 1 would rather avoid all manner
of troubles , arising from self will or caprice .
This you may have often observed , since 1
have had the honour to deal with you . Ne¬
vertheless I cannot chtise but maintain , that ,
though you boast so very much of your
friendship , I have been necessitated to abate
more from the price agreed on , than to all
my other friends with you . Whether such
is agreeable with an uninterested and real
friendship , I leave you to judge .

Every judicious person can suppose no
other , but that the complaints of your father
and brother , are of your forming . They
probably might have done better , in not refe -
ring thereto , as I then should have had less
suspicion . I have sold above 8ooo {g . of
the same copper , you had , in your town , and
can make it appear by every letter from that
place , that every one has been content with it ,
and credited my account , without any dispu¬
te . It is very extraordinary , that all the bad
amongst it , should fall into the hands of my
near relations .

But
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But to convince you that I esteem your
friendship more than you suppose , I give
you free liberty , to demand what recompence
your conscience will allow of. I will grant
it , tho ’ not as being convinced of an injustice ,
no , rather as a loss , which I willingly under¬
go , for the sake of love and peace , and on
no other account whatsoever . I can demand
no manner of satisfaction from the copper -
mine - office , on so groundless a complaint as
yours .

Farewell ! I expect being favoured with a
friendly and pleasing answer . In expecta¬
tion of which I remain with real esteem ,

Sir ,
yours affectionately .

Letter 116 th *

Sir ,

Being acquainted with the method of trade
you propose , I thence take the liberty to
wish you joy therewith , and pray God may
bless all your undertakings , and prosper ail
your endeavours .

I likewise make you an offer of my best
services , in regard to trade , that may fall in
your way here , especially in forwarding your
English wares . You may be assured of my
serving you cheap , using all means to pro¬
mote your interest , and to make myself worthy
of your entire trust and confidence .

Mr .
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Mr . Millers will be so kind to recommend
me to you ; and 1 shall be glad , if his inter¬
cession proves effectual , that I may often have
an opportunity , of assuring you , with bow
much esteem , I am now , and always will be

yours to command .

Letter 117 th -
Answer .

Sir ,
You have had the kindness to offer your
service tome , in a letter dated 2 d- March .
It is not from any distrust of your honesty ,
that I have hitherto made no use of the same .
I do not chuse to quit those friends , which I
have once made choice of in business , wi¬
thout a sufficient cause , which is the reason
of my not answering your kind favour sooner .

But at present 1 have a dispute with Mr .
Fots , of your place , who has been my com¬
missioner hitherto , from thence I ’m resolved
to withdraw all my business from him . I am
determin ’d to employ you for the future in
expectation , of your giving me no reason , to
repent of my alteration .

In the first place , I must ask you : if you
will serve me faithfully and honestly , and at
the approach of the marts , receiving the bills -
of - lading and as things may fall out , acquaint
me with the arrival of such vessels , as belong
to me , with all imaginable expedition ?

And :



And : whether you have always good wag¬
gons at hand , that my goods may not be sent
in bad carriages and by roads , but instantly
loaded with you ? This must be strictly ob¬
serv ’d , in regard to such wares , as are design ’d
lor this mart .

Mow ate you accustom ’d to do , in regard
to what money you advance ? do you let it
stand from mart to mart , expecting a remit¬
tance ?

As often as you write , must acquaint me
with the course of exchange , because Isome -
times buy bills according to the state thereof ?

I expect your answer , to all these que¬
stions , that 1 may rake my measures accord¬
ingly . Adieu 1 I am willing to serve you
here . I remain with much esteem ,

Sir ,
your humble servant .

Letter 118 th -

l ) otli your agreeable letters of 15 th- and I9 ' 1' -
instant , came safe to hand .

According to the first , I have credited your
account for L . 2000 : - and conformable to
your advice with Banco ink . 2315 : —

I retourn you thanks for informing me
with the price of crabs - eyes : and to make a.
trial , I have sent you per Cap 1, Jacob Petersen

I Cask , No . 1 .
neat fg . 1050 crabs - eyes . Inclosed you will
find the bill - of -lading . On the arrival , dispo -
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se of them to the hcst advantage , and as soon
as possible ; I will stint yon nothing , being
persuaded my interest will be regarded by you .

The drafts from Mr . Jacob Arend , run IO
and 12 days after date : for wich trifle I will
charge you with no discount .

Captain Jahnsen is arrived ; I am unload¬
ing the g bales No . 23 a 30 , consign ’d to me ,
which I afterwards will forward to Mr . John
Goltz at Frankfurt .

Your second letter conveyed one for Mr .
Claussen ; which I had delivered , as I judge
you safe , in regard to the stipulated sum .

Your draft for Banco mk . 3000 : - at 1
usance , on Salomon Herrmann , is already
accepted . I expect the remittance in due
time .

Inclos ’d you ’ll receive a remittance for
L . 8 00 : - ready - money , 8 days sight on Con¬
rad Christian , please to procure the needful
therewith , and on payment credit my ac¬
count .

Mr . Lelssner will have acquainted you to
draw for 2000 : - mk . Banco on me ; he has
agreed with me about itsacception .

I have further the honour to remain & c .

Let -
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Youragreeablefavourof the 5 ' 1' ' past , brought
us bill ■of - lading and invoice for go last *)
of corn , shipped on board the Moon , Cap ' -
John Claassen , for your and our account .

As yet we cannot credit your account for
the half amount of mk . 10240 : - Our part¬
ner mentions the corn being bought to be
delivered clear on board , even without pro¬
vision on your part , tho ’ you mention heavy
charges in your account . For which reason
we have sent a copy , to the above mention ' d
Mr . Jaspers , to see , if he and you agree
together , thence , we will book nothing of
this adventure , untill we get his answer .

We find vou have drawn on us forLivres
9000 : - at 3 usances , in four bills , for our
half share of the amount . We shall honour
the drafts , out of regard for you . We must
own , it happens at a very inconvenient time ,
for 11s to advance money for corn , which
may lie long on our hands , and at a time ,
when we are low in cash , without any appea¬
rance , when the money will come in again .

We have received corn from more places ,
which is all laid up in granaries in expecta¬
tion of the price rising against next winter .
At present the price is 5 ^ to 6 livres , and no

buyers ,

* ) 1 Last of corn is to quarters . A last of pitch ,
tar , ashes , herrings and codfish is iejbarrels , of
hides ia dozen ,



buyers , as our harvest draws near , tho ’ it is
to he fear ’d , will suffer greatly , on account
of the dry season . Our cargo in partner¬
ship , on board of Capr . Claassen , stands us in

litres ; which you may calculate yourself .
Pray God he may deliver the corn dry and
in good condition ; as then we will do our best .

Put henceforth , we must make our enter¬
prises in corn , with more consideration and
discretion . Tt is a great foolishness , if the
expression may be used , to send us corn ,
when our own harvest is at hand . Jr ought
to have been here in April ; as we desired ,
and according to agreement made with you
and our companion , then we could have ex¬
pected to gain something . Instead of which ,
nothing but damage can he expected , which
can he large enough , if the corn arrives spoi¬
led , or even heated , winch is to be expected
in this season ? This ought to have been ob¬
served at the beginning of such a had contri¬
ved undertaking . We are not in want of
instances , where cargoes of corn have come ,
which the magistrates order ’d to be thrown
overboard , by which more than the prime -
cost wou ’d be lost , for the freight must be
paid , and the insurers do not make the loss
good , arriving from damaged goods ; which
you certainly know . We hope for the best ,
expecting the vessel with impatience .

The bill - of - lading mentions 36 Schock *)
barrel - staves ; which you mention nothing

of ;

*) A ' Schoeh contains 60 pieces .
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of ; pray acquaint us for whose account they
are ?

Farewell ! we remain with real esteem & c .

Letter 120 th *

You are too good natured ; your friendship
is extraordinary , in saying , that you esteem
my very name , and therefore is scrupulous
about burning my subscription . I have re¬
ceived it back again . I return you thanks
once more , for your trouble , which has had
so good an ell 'ect , that Mr . — has got my
demand paid .

You say you are in my debt , but I can
not find you in my books . Could I but once
have an opportunity of giving you a large
account therein . On your intercession , dear
friend , I am in business with Mr . Hirschfeld ;
probably I may at last get some part of yours .
I have kept half a page open for you in my
ledger , for above a year together , and as
yet , but one line on each side . It is not
right indeed , that they should remain not
•written upon . If this account was filled , how
I shou ’d rejoice to give you a whole page .

I have as yet this to reply yours of the
22 *- June . If you will make me glad by a
letter , which according to the old stile , is
called , writing over and above * pray acquaint
me , in what Mr . Carsten ’s business consists ,
and whether any thing besides commissions
is to be undertaken with him .

K Fare
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Farewell ! Do give me an opportunity ,
of testifying how real my friendship is to¬
wards you . I remain , and no one with more
sincerity than your humble servant & c .

Letter 121 st -

What do you think of our remaining in
vour debt , for the 4 packs of Hsh , you
bought for our account , as also not answering
your letter of tty ' 1’- September ? Pray do not
take it amiss ; we had entirely forgotten it .
Why did you not dispose of the money ?

Our debt is , according to your forming
banco ink . 624 . — Which we remit you in
our note on Mr . Tobias Carften Fleischer ;
you will be kind enough to demand payment ,
abolishing thereby the sum you advanced .

We are obliged to you , both , forgiving
us credit , and for using us so well , and are
always ready to serve you again . Do but
command us , that we may have an opportu¬
nity of testifying , Itow desirous we are to
serve jou , and remain with an esteem that
is not to be augmented & c .

Letter 122 th *
A uiwe r .

A . ou need make no excuse ; it ’s good to ha¬
ve money in the hands of good payers , where

one
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one can depend on ’ t , in time of need ; thence
it wou ’d have been unreasonable , to have
dun ’d you for so small a trifle .

I have got payment for your note , and
thankfully credited your account for banco
mk . 624 . —

It was my duty to serve you well , thence
I can not accept of your thanks for so doing .
I rather desire you to give me more induce ,
merits , to repeat new demonstrations , how
much I take your interest at heart . I recom¬
mend myself thereto , and remain with honour ,
esteem and a desire to serve you , & c .

Letter 123 d*
X am very glad , you have not drawn on me
for 1000 . Rd . banco for the account of Mr .
Otto Paulfen . I can answer boldly to your
demand ; that as yet , I will accept nothing ,
for payments are very difficult .

It is no better here than with you ; it will
at last be difficult to pay anything . It is ten.
days ago , that several merchants have left off
paying , and to morrow several others will
unavoidably commence bankrupt , being pre -
ceeded by four who broke the ice . Thence
trade is quite at a stand . Nothing is heard
upon change , but who is turned bankrupt ,
and who is about to do it , and who suffers
thereby ; . so stand matters with us .

Too much care can not be taken at a time
so prejudicial to trade , to come off with ho¬

ls. 2 nour ;
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nour ; tho ’ this is not sufficient , one ought
to be mindful , of, not being wilfully led into
snares . Circumstances are too evident , to
iustify ones self afterwards . For which rea¬
son , you will excuse my not allowing you to
draw on me , much less my remitting you .
You will ilnd by the aforemention ’d reasons ,
that these measures do not proceed ' from any
distrust against Mr . Paulsen ; he is too much
in my esteem , ever to harbour any such
thoughts ; and what advantage will it either
lie to him or you , if I put myself to a non¬
plus , and at the time of payment , for you
probably to get your bill return ’d unpaid ?
What I have hitherto accepted , I am able to
pay ; but I do not know , when more money
will come in , to accomplish more .

I wish you well ! Pray God protect you
against all dangers ; as but a few will escape
free . ' l ' his is a storm , which trade must
purify herself , of all vapours gathered since
the commencement of peace . If it was but
over . The loco Rixdollars will then come
to rights . I remain with an uprightness
known to yxm (Sec .

Letter i24 t !l‘
Sir ,

Cjould I ever have imagin ’d you could have
thought so unreasonable , as your letter of
22 '1- of last month , informs me you do , I
wem ’d indeed never have put pen to paper to

serve
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serve you . It is all one to me , whether the
suit at law , be lost justly Or unjustly , I have
done my duty , and even more , to be served
in so mean spirited -and unthankful a manner .
As little authority as you have over the senti¬
ments and intention qf a court , as little have I
and others over the same ; and those who be¬
gin a law - suit , ought to imagine it will have a
disagreeable end . 1 have had your business car¬
ried on so , as to be able to answer for it , and am
positive my lawyer has neglected nothing .

Did not 1 acquaint you at the beginning ,
that the refusing to deliver the wild - saffron ,
would be to your disadvantage ? You com¬
menced your own judge , you kept the wild -
safi 'ron as a pledge , and now you must try to
pay your sellout of it . You mention its being
worth nothing ; if that ’s the case , why did
you not return it ? You had gain ’d the law¬
suit , according to your opinion , because the
jew had nothing to discount with you .

I can not imagine , how you can take it
into your bead , to disapprove of the sentence .
Y' ou suppose that I wou ’d have expos ’d myself
to the shame , of having my goods seized on .
Nothing use could have follow ’d , on delaying
the matter so long , as the jews were trouble¬
some to me every day , demanding their ba¬
lance , which they had the same right to , as
you had to make good the damage , in case
the law - suit had been gain ’d .

I am more surprised , that vou have not
answered my letter of ’ 3 '1 September , before
you wanted to pay money ; then is the time
to retract payment , or rather to disapprove of

1\ 3 it .
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it . It had no need of your consent ; the same

power - of - attorney which you gave me , to ma¬
nage your law - suit , authorized me likewise to

fulfill the sentence of the court ; if you did .

not chuse this , you ought to have demanded

your power of attorney back again , on my ac¬
count given you 2 3 <!- September ; tho ’ it wou ’d

have been an unpardonable deed . Neither do

I know , how long I am to apprehend you , as

you express yourself in sooth a manner , cau¬

sing me to wait two months for your answer .

You may easily believe , that on account of the

great scarity of money , we have had for so¬

me months , I have not been forward in pay¬

ing ; tho ’ it must be done at last .

I have sent you the writings by this days

stage ; thence you ’ ll see how your business is

ended , and if you will act resonably yon

ought to pay my note for Rd . 353 : - in Louis

d ’ors , to Mr . Dapiel Keller , without any fur¬
ther ado . I can not perceive , that I am obli¬

ged to be in advance a month longer .

But should you thirst after a new law - suit ,

when the first is finished , 1 must take it in

good part , being determin ’d , not ro let the

affair stand so long . Tho ’ it will he more

agreeable for me , to correspond with my
friends in an amiable manner , than to make

use ol lawyers . In expectation of a favou¬

rable answer , I am as yet ,

Sir ,
your friend and servant.

Let -
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Sir ,

We have referred acquainting you of the
continuation of our esteem , untill now .
Probably we had not done it now , if you
had not been serviceable to us ( tho ’ may be
without your knowledge ) again . We must
return you thanks , for our being at present
in company with Mr . Hildebrand . He pro -
po ’sd himself some time ago : you dear
friend were the cause of it about a year ago .
Receive therefore our sincerest thanks , for
your manyfold favours , and friendships ,
■shewn towards us , which can never enough
he praised . Continue nevertheless to give
us the continuation of your favours .

We believe , that we can be assured of it ,
and therefore take the liberty to trouble you
with the inclos ’d unsealed . Please to give
it a reading , and deliver it , if you think
good ; but should you find anything dubi¬
ous therein : you may burn it . We do not
chuse to enter into any uncertain affairs ,
will rather be content with little business .
Your friendship will justify this proposition ;
and to whom could we apply ourselves , but
to you ?

Pray give us an opportunity of being ser¬
viceable to you . You have been so often

K 4 useful
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useful to us , and always willing to be so ,
and we are continually at loss , to shew our
real gratitude . Did it but ever fall into our
way , how glad we should be , of testifying
more than ever , that we are with the most
perfect esteem , and most sincere friendship ,
now and always

( Honoured Sir , )
your friends and servants .

MO -
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