





ORDINANCES that were inftituted to be

obferved and kept in Combats, by Philip
le Bel King of France, in the year 1 306.

Taken from Favin’s Theatre of Honour and Knighthood.

T was anciently the cuftom of the Germans, French,

Goths, Lombards, Englith, and Spaniards, to un-
dertake the hazard of arms and combat, to juftify
themielves when a falfe accufation was forged againit
their honour, and to maintain the truth of fome juft caufe
when the proofs were doubtful, and fo obfcure that it
could not be proved to the contrary.

The accufer, for want of proofs or witnefles, affirmed
before the King, that his opponent is a traitor, per-
jured, and a falfe lyer, and will juftify the fame in fin-
gle combat, one to one, or fome other for him, if (by
age or infirmities) he cannot attend the combat.

Then the accufer throwed his glove cn the ground,
which the accufed, or fome perfon for him, was to take
up (which fignified the challenge was accepted).
Then the field of battle, the day, and arms for the
combatants, were affigned by the King : for without his
permiffion duels or combats were not allowed ; and, in
abfence of the King, the Parliament appointed it ; not
finding any other remedy whereby to fatisfy the parties.
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Each combatant fwears to appear on the day and
place appointed, on pain of being reputed guilty, for
non-attendance ; or if either of the parties depart (with-
out leave of the court) aftet the challenge 1s accepted,
he fhall be pro¢laimed guilty and a coward.

The appellant and defendant fhall go to the place
appointed on horfeback, their horfes covered with foot
cloths, and their arms painted thereon, the vifer or
fight of their helmets down, their fhields about their
necks, their launces in their hands, and fwords by their
fides.

The Herald 1s to come on herfeback to the gate, or
entrance of the lifts (which is a circuit inclofed with
rails), and there he is to cry three times, once before the
arrival of the appellant; the fecond when the appellant
and defendant are entered ‘and made their prefentations
before the judge, and the third when they return from
taking their oaths, which are, viz.

Now bear you, Noww bear you, Now bear, Lords,
Knights, Efquires, and all manncr of people, that which
our Lord the King commandeth and probibiteth, upon pain
of lofing body and goods.

Tbat no man fhall be armed, neither wear any fword or
dagger, or any other armour whatfoever itbe : if they be
not guards of the field, and fuch as is granted by the King.

Moreover, the Ring, expresfly forbiddeth, that no men
during the tune of combat fhall dare to be on borfeback ;
And that upon penalty to gentlemen, of lofing their horfes,
and to fervants of lofing an ear: and fuck as are ap-
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pointed guides .and conduélors to the combatants, fball
3 difmsunt




difniount “at the gate of the lifts, and their borfes font
away.

Moreover, the King enjoineth all perfons, of what de-
gree foever they be, ff."a'f.’: they [eat themfelves, that every
one may behold the parties combating, upon pain to bave a
hand cut gf.

Moreqver, the King forbiddeth any perfon to [peak,
make e fign, cry, or make any token whatfoever: and that
upon pain of forfeiting body and goods.

The appellant ought to be flu in the field ; and be-
fore the hour of mid-day, and the defendant before the
hour of four in the afternoon ; and whofoever faileth
of the fame is adjudged guilty, without JL"'i" caufe bee
ing made to the ?udgc for pr rolonging the fame; when
another day is appointed.

A N SR L R e S A o4 I T A IR R LU
I'ie ‘appellant thall fay to the' Marthal; and like-

wife to the Judge, when he is mounted on Hor feback,
af ﬁ‘.i'_ CI‘I[L::.lg tlaL f:uld,
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Appeliant “appointed by our Lord the King, armed, and
mounted like a gentleman, that muft combat with fuch
a geni f,:zmm, upon fuck a quarrel ; therefore I take our

Lord. our Lad Yy and my Lord St. (:fﬂ."\fc, 1o :;-‘,—".J.’;;;J";’fr} 07

this fﬂ{)' fo us r?g:'-*:"!.*.-"-.r' oy eur Lord “the Kins. T prefent
" = ]

d
myfelf unto you, requiring that you will grant me my. por-
vion of the field, wind and fun, “and. &ll things mnecef-
Jary in fuck'a éafe.” Which by you perforn .Ji I will do
: ] 2 & ! X g L]
my duty, by the help of God, f&”) ft, dyy and of my Lord
St. George the good Knight.

The Co m!:hrants may bring with them bread, wine,
&c. for one day, with all things neceffary for them and
their horfes.

Vor, 1L B The
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The lifts for combat fhall contain 120 paces in cir-
euit, 40 paces in wicth, and 8o in length; the pavi-
lions of the combatants are placed in the field, that
of the appellant on the right hand of the judge, and-
the defendant on the left ; then the combatants (firft
making the fign of the crols) appear before the fcafiold,
where the judge commands them to raife up their
vilers, and fay as follows, the appellant firft, then the
defendant :

My moft dreaded Lord, I W-——, whko in your prefence
am come this day and at the hour appointéd to do my duty
againft L
fore I take God on my party and wha therein fhall be my
belp this day.

After which, the Marfhal grants them leave to dif=

s who is a traitor and a lier.  And there-

mount and go to their pavilions. Then the Herald is
to mount upon the gate of the lifts, making his fecond
cry.

Then the appellant comes from his pavilion on foot
armed : he then is conducted by the guards of the field
and his council before the f{caffold, where the King 1s
feated ; there the appellant falleth on his knees, before
a table richly decorated, on which ftands a crucifix
and miffal; on the right of the table 15 feated a prieft,
who fpeaketh to the appellant as follows.

Arvife, Knights (Lord or Efjuive of fuch a place); wha
art Appellant.  Vou bebold bere the remembrance of our
Lord and Saviour; who died, only to fave us. Require you
wercy of him, and earneflly befeech bimy that this day
b will -aflift you, according to the right you bave, for be
i the only Sovereign Judge. Think on the oaths which

you
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you are to take; for otherwife your foul, honour; and felf;
are in great peril,

Then the Marfhal taketh the appellant by both the
hands with the gauntlets on, and placing his right
hand oft the crucifix; and his left on the T¢ feitur; then
{peaks ds follows.

I W——, dppellant, do frvear upor this remembrance of
tr Lord and Saviour, on the boly Evangeliffs, and on
the faith of da true Chriftiany and by the facred baptifms,
which I bold of God; that I have a fuft and holy quarrel,
aud have appealed L a falfe traitor and lier, who
bath a falfe and wwithed quarrel on bis part to defend :
this Iwill make good this day, with my body againft his,
by the belp of God; of our Lady, and of my Lord St. George.

This oath being taken, the appellant returneth to

ks pavilion.

The defendant in the fame form and ceremonies
takes the fame oath as the appellant, and returns 2s the
other to his pavilion.

At the third oath, the guards divide ou either fide
then the appellant and defendant walk together from
their pavilions, and ftop before the crucifix: then
the Marfhal taketh their right hands, pulling off
their gaantlets, whith he hangeth on the two arms of
the crofs; then the prieft, being prefent, reminds them
of the paffion of our Lord, the daths they have taken,
the fentence of God, who favoureth nothing but the
i'ight caufe ; advifing thém, rather to truft to the
mercy of the King, then hazard the combat. When
they come to fee each other, and to fhake hands, at
parting, the Marfhal is to demand of the appellant, ¢ You

K2 Woee,
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beiore 'whoin' h¢ 1houla periorm the combat, to Zive
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penance, or further to appoint our plea-
fure. - If fo, the parties are brought back to their pa«

vilions, and not to dc;‘m:': without otders from the

But if the appellant will fwear to be true what he
s afferted; then the Marfthal muft demand the
fame of the deféndant : then returning to the appellanty
who fpeaks after him,. viz.

I W-

~, 'Appellant; do fwear upén this true ;‘;-ﬂ'm‘c of
the paffion of our Lord and Savieur, and on thefe holy
Evangelifis, on the fuith of Daptijm as a (..,'r;-:-';.-:‘.f.-'f.f f.'.c'f-'f.t'ir
{ ;!J":'i'..'.'f ‘.J.:'hf .Jr".;'-'l' {.‘-’_;'.!'II; gt FOE t‘-'l-"i'_,"lf ;'r'i.’ c'f.\ﬂ"r fJ,.f -rv’ln' En?‘hu};
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wobich I utietly renounce for the bitter pains of bell : upon
my fouls my life, and upon my bonour ; that I bove a good,
boly and juft quarrel; to combat ':e;‘:';‘ﬁ!' this falfe traitor i
and licr before e ; and in this cafe I call God for my
judge, our Lady, and my Lord S¢. George, that good and
eworthy Kuight. And for this faithfully (by the eaths which

I have taken) 1 intend not to bear upon myfelf, nor upon my

korfe, words, flones, berbss charmsy forcevies, drinks, cha-
ratiers, invocations on fjb.nrr, or any ot her zz,uw wherein
[ might place the leaft hope of .’.?P.-'L-’)f.hli{ mey and to hurt bings
Nor bawe I any ether vecourfe, but to God only, and con-
fidence in my vight 3 by my bedy, by my borfey and arms
to prevail. Whereupon I kifs this figure of the crofsy
imd thefe Hely Evangelifts 3 and fo am filent,

After this oath thus taken, the Marfhal goes to' the
defendant, whom he caufeth to ufe the {fame form and

wordsy
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words. When the defendant h

more clearing the right of them both ; he taketh the
parties by  the right hands, which they give each other;

N T e ;\-.'!-\-”-..l..l ] . 11 . . ELTan o ] 1a
la\ then comnandadelnh the dl!l‘-klnlﬂi Lo iLl‘_‘,' o e aG=
fendant, viz.
Ty vl mdey M b s B At o Teas T L
() f.'.'u.’) goizom A .‘Z-uu" oy [Pé riopn: f.-’f(f.-’.'f,, Py the oalios
rd o -

Iy T i ! E I s e B e ey g .
toat A :{'L;'L‘C I“A.',n'_, r',"ih’.‘ LJ:..’.’L’ fﬁrf eoptch. L-PaEve a4 ’.,-t;“m._z'

IA.
el o 4 R ]‘llf.q-’ L 5 e
212€E :J(? fc Cdi fjr;(dmi.' ?-'f,rs’ me roappéas 1eey TWIETre=
)
La 7 7 1 . - . fa 7 ', o 7 lr . 7]
in this day I wil Il commbat thees Thou baft a bad caufe, and

no fuft quarrel to enter combat, or to defend by felf againf?
me, and that thou knowefl full well,  Whereapon, [ call
Gﬂ.—cf, our Lady, and my Lord St.George, that good Knight,
o be ny true t:;',r';‘;;_-'l'f}, cij:bf,-"-’ trattor and lier as thon art.

Then the Marfhal fays to the defendant, thathe muft
make the fame proteftation as the :1piwii.'-.1‘:t, ta
him by the hand as he did the former. After thefe
oaths are taken by the combatants, they kifs LE]-C. cru-
cifix together, then, with their friends, return to their
pavilions,  Then the prieft takes the crofs, &c. and
departs.

i

Then the Herald makes the laft cry, all the peopl

eing feated and, filence made, the parties being ready
.mc‘., by command of the Marthal, the Herald in the
f F the lifts crieth three times, Gentlemen, doyour
131” Then the Combatants leave their pavilions, and
mount their horfes, with their friends walking with
them, whentheir pavilions are taken down, and carried 1
After thefe ceremonies are over, the Marfhal, who
muft be in the field by the ‘:'-::111;;5-.:, carryinz the glove in ‘
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at which words he.throws down the glove. Then
cach 1s left to his pleafure to mount on horfeback ;
their friends depart, leaving each man his bottle of wine,
a loaf of bread, and a napkin, and then the combatants
are to do their duty.

We command, that the gage of battle fball not be
granted buk inone of thefe twwo manners, that is to fay :
When one of the two parties confeffeth the fault, and yieldeth
bimfelf.  And the other 5 when the one fball bring. the
other fcrth of the feld, alive or dead. And, dead or
alive as he is, the body fhall be delivered by the judge
to the Marfhal, to order or do juflice at aur pleafure.
If he be living, we appoint that he fhall be delivered
to the Heralds and King of Arms, by whom hLe fhall
be difarmed, bis points cur, and his armour caft piece-
meal in the lifls, while he lies couched on the ground ;
but, if he be dead, he fhall be likewife difarmed, and
there left to our appointment, either to be pardoned,
or fent to more thameful punifhment, according as to
us fhall feem beft : neverthelefs, the hoftages of the
vanquithed fhall be arrefted, until thev thall have
made full fatisfattion to the party victorious, and the
overplus of the vanquifhed goods fhall be confifcated
to the Prince.

It is our pleafure, that the vanquifher fhall depart
nonourably on horfeback out of the lifts, carrying the

weapon (wherewith he conquered his adverfary; in his
right hand, having his hoftages delivered to him. And

concerning this quarrel, whatfoever the information to

thall any judge compel him. We alfq ardain, that the

the contrary, he is not to make any anfwer, neither

norfe as he is, and arms of the vanquifhed, and all
things
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things upon him, do and fhall appertain to the Con-
ftable, Heralds, and Marfhal of the field, who have the
charge of the whole.

OF JUSTS AND TURNAMENTS.

Henry I, furnamed the Birder, Duke of Saxony and
Emperor, decreed, to bring into cuffom running at

the tile, by folemn ordinances, (at that time, according

to Favin, unknown to the Germans, but ufual with the
Nobility of England and France), invited by proclamas
tion on a certain day thofe Princes, Larls, and Nobles,
of any country, who were efteemed by their valour, in
an honourable affembly, to muke trial with others.
And for obtaining a knowledge in the laws and cere-
monies of thefe noble exercifes, he had fuch articles
as were neceflary for the fame, according ta thofe
pradtifed in England and France, to be inftitated, viz.

1. That once in three years, to cclebrate Jufts and
Turnaments for exercife, and to know the nobility
reforting to the fame, all Princes, Lords and Gentle-
men, being well armed, thould be admitted. And
thafe to be excluded as were deteCted of blafpheming
God, the Trinity, or the Chriftian Religion. If any
fuch perfon or perfons (ftanding upon his or their No-
bility) durft be fo bold as to prefent themfelves in this
aflembly : we ordain, that he or they fhall be difmounted,
and deprived of their hories and lances, and as a mark
of infamy ride upon the rails expofed to the whole
affembly.

2. Whatfoever perfon of the Nobility that fhall fpeak
evil of the Emperor, or condemn his ordinances and

K& com-




L 248 i

commands, fhall be excluded from. tl 1e Lurnament, fog-
feit his horfe, and ride the rails,

5. Any of the Nobility, that fhall abufe the honour
of a wife, maid or widow, or poflefs himfelf (by
force) of their goods and poflefiions, fhall forfeit his
horfe, and ride the rails.

4. All Gentlemen are excluded, who are guijty, eithe
of falthood, perjury, or breach of faith; if he dare pre-
!'c-nt himfelf within the lifts, is to forfeit his horfe, and

de the rails.

5. Thofe who prefent rhcmiblr:"n within the
that have betrayed their Lord, forfaken him in battle,
or perfuaded his Lord’s fervants to :'m the {fame ; whofo-
ever hath not affifted his fellow citizen, that did put

himfelf under his protection, but hath through fear

or cowardice left .and forfook him, when he ought

and might have protected him; fuch fhall be excluded
for ever from the Turnaments.

6. Any one plf‘h.'....ﬂ”' the death J his wife, or con-

£ P4 = . - 1 { .

fenting thereto, or any that have given counfel, ot

lodged the murderers of his S VErelg 1, either befare
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or after his death, fhall be banifhed from thefe Jufts
and Turnaments.
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2., Whofoever hath committec facrilege, hath

lurped by force the property of widows and 01'11 ans,
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g. Whofoever fhall opprefs his {ubjects or fervants
with novel impofitions, or taxes, either by land or wa-
rer, without the permiffion of his Sovereign, or who-

foever under his government fhall impofe taxes upon

foreign goods, by which means firangers are robbed
and ill treated, and commerce hurt, cum infamie nota
ademptus, [eptis imponatur.

10. Whofoever being married is convicted of adultery,
or a widower that keeps a married woman, or a reli-
gious fifter, or he who forces a nun, let him be ba-
nithed for ever from the affembly of Jufts and Turna-
ments.

. If any of noble extraction, not fatisfied with his
fortune, falary, or penfions from his Prince, but will
deal in merchandize, for himfelf, or under borrowed
names, thall be banifthed from this noble aflembly of
Turnaments,

12. If any man fhall prefent himfelf under pretence
that he hath been ennobled by his Prince, and pre-
fumeth to be equal to a Peer of ancient nobility, and
cannot prove his birth in' the fourth degree, by his fa-
ther. or mother’s fide, is to be caned, his horfe taken
from him, and ride the rails.

According.to thefe articles, the fitlt affembly or
meeting was appointed to be at Magdeburgh (adutchy
in the c:m.hf:. of Lower Saxony), where the lifts and h:mt
for the field were prepared; for Jufts at the lance,
punning at the ring ; alfo the Barriers and Turnaments.
The {caffolds for the ]_.111pnrm, Princes, and Princefies
of the train; Judges of the field (called Kings of the
fports), the Senators, Burgomafters ¢of the place where
the meeting was), the fcaffolds to be hung with tapef-

try,
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try, and decorated with the arms of the Emperor,
Judges of the field, and the city of Magdeburg, with
fcaffolds for the Kings, Heralds, and Purfuivants of
arms, trumpets, drums, and fifes, The whole to be
at the expence of the affembly.

The day for the Jufts and Turnaments was pro-
claimed by the Heralds of the province, the place of
meeting, as well without as within the faid province ;
and to be under the protetion of the Emperor, or

Prince that caufed the affembly. Forbidding, upon pain

of death, all heretics, and all banifhed perfons, to come
within the fpace of ten miles.

Eight days before the Turnaments, a general procla-
mation was made, termed a public cry, forbidding any
man of what degree foever to commit any trefpafs
or offence, upon the penalty of paying twenty marks
to the Judges of the Turnaments, with confifcation of
arms and horfes to the Kings, Heralds, and Purfuivants
of arms.

No man was to defame the henor of ladies, or their
daughters, on pain of imprifonment.

That no Gentleman fhould prefume to the Turney, if
he is not a Gentleman of three defcents, as well by the
father as the mother’s fide,

Every Gentleman, prefenting himfelf at the Turney ;
that had married meerly for the fake of riches, or de-
light in -a woman of low condition, was to be caned,
his arms, horfe, &c. taken from him, and ta ride the
rails ; and be proclaimed, by the Heralds, unworthy for
cver to appearamong Noblemen ; and his children, to

thag
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the third degree, to be declared boors, and excluded
the Turney.

That all that were admitted ftood bound to confefs
their fins to fuch priefls as were appointed by the
Bifhop of the place: after they bad prefented their
helmets, arms, and devices, to the Judges of the field,
who caufed the fame to be regiftered, with their names,

arms, fignatures ; as alfo their equipage and train.
hofe that were admitted in the lifts were by oath
obliged to prefent themielves to the Judges, particu-
Jarly to the Judge of his jurifdiction and province, to
be entered in the regifter of Noblemen of the fame pro-
vince, in the prefence of the King or Heralds at arms
belonging to the fame. He is forbid to appear with

an improper horfe, upon pain of lofing the fame, alio
his arms, &c.

They are to ufe no other weapans than a Knight’s
battle axe or club (which, according to Favin, was
made of crab-tree, heavy, and full of knobs, the
handle decorated with gold or filver, and a variety
of figures), and a fword. They may ufe a lance
with a blunted head, to juft one againft the other, but
not with a fharped head, and for running at the ring
the point muft be rebated.

As for the equipage, &c. for the day, it is to be pre-
fcribed by the Kings of the Turncy, in [fuch manner as
is proper 3 viz, A Count, may prefent binfelf, with five
men on borfeback. A Baron, four borfes; a Knight,
three 3 an Efguire, two. Except they will pay all extra
charges of men aind haifes, abave what is allowed by
_the Prince that appointed the meeting, and by monies
from




A
from the common purfe : Excepting the Nobility of
fuch a circle, at whofe expence fuch an affembly is to
be, and mayin the like manner be made.

An oath was given to all that came; but particularly
they were to forget all hatred and rancour which for-
merly they had, or inftantly bare to one another, upon
any fubje or occafion whatfoever.

After the Jufts and Turnaments were performed by
the C{)L‘leutauts armed at all points,” with their coats
of arms, then each man might combat with his com
panion, at the l unted lance. Or they would challenge
one another, twp to two; or a certain number of one
province with the battle-axe, to lay, if poffible
blows, one ancther upon the ground,

Thefe barriers with battle-axes were performed by
troops within the bars; each man being guided by
four deputies, to keep the Champions in their rank and
order. There were four to guard the entrance into
the barriers, for di:'cfting the champions to the tur-
ney. The barriers were inclaoled with ftrong cords,
which the guards ufed to cut when it was time, and
made the fignal of retreat to fuch as were not able to
ftand this manly exercife ; or, being ftunned with the
blows, or out of breath ; others almoft ftifled in the
crowd ; and others were dilmounted and trampled
under foot. ' The latter, that had the ill fuccefs to be
difmounted in the Turney, were to be feated on the
bars, and compelled to ride the fame bare headed,

t arms, his coat of arms excepted, to be known

; ;1]1 the afflembly for one unikilful in arms or fitting

After




After the fpoit of Turney and barriers; for their
laft exercife was that of the fword, hot for offence, but

to cut the leather ftraps, and make the arms; &c. of his
opponent fall from him in the field, for benefit of the
Heralds ; for it belonged to them and the Judges before
the beginning of the turney (which  lafted- fifteen days)

to vifit and revifit the arms, &c. of fuch as weread-
mitted inte the lifts, and make the ignorant

qrmed ride the rails.

or ill-

This lalt exetcife beinz over, they went to fup at the

"ru*‘ct*‘ banquet, € each man to that of his own pro-

‘;'mcc: where the Ladies and Gentlewomen appl auded

the l'}l.lliLS of them whom the judges kad commended 3
and delivered the prizes, grunuul by the Prince whe
caufed the Turney.  An aét thercof is made and figned

by the King and Heralds of Arms of every Province

Afterwards thanksare givcn and returned on' all fidesy
=s well to the Prince that d‘efm}’cd the expence

ce, as to
the Judges of the Turney, and thofe that gained . thé

prizes. ‘Then bcﬂun thL dmcw, wherein the Ladies

and Gentlewomen e¢xtended their favours to the Cham-

pions, who led them in the dance.
Note, a difpenfation was granted to ali bearing the
dignity of King, Prince, and Duk

e, who may abflain
from thefe Turnaments ;

becaufe Kings bemng con-
‘ented with the honour of the crowns of their King-
doms, and Princes and Dukes with their high utlesy
1 A & 4! . . -

Kave not to contend for honours (as otheérs who are 1n-
ferior) in thefe Turnaments; nor L‘qmlt themfelves in

fuch exercifes; but only to take pleafure in behold ng

then,
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them, and to g'n"c preferits to thofe who are judged to
be the beft and moft worthy of reward.

Pope Innocent and Eugenius; in the year :
niade the following ordimance againft thefe Jufts and
Turnaments, which in general were unfortunate to
forne who loft their lives; das did Franeis the Firft
King of France, at Paris, if the year 1 559.

We forbid bereafier to keep or hold thefe dettflable fairs
and markets whickh are called Turneys Exercifes, wherein
the Nobility are prefent im perfon at days appointed to per-
Sform their oflentation of boldnefs, and wuttermoft ieans of
Srength, in all their beft and rickeft bravery, ajfayling one
dnother to their peril and danger, that men [hould lofE
Boths bodies and fouls. It is therefore provided, thaf if any
man (in filch affemblies) foall run the fortine and jeopardy
of life: howfoever Le may be pfnffe'ﬁr for it, and defire
to be abfolved 5 yet notwithftanding be fhall be deprived of
burial in ballowed ground and places of Chriflian inter-
thente :

Note, This ordinance was renewed in the 11th Ge-
nerdl Council of Laterane, held at Rome by Pope
Alexander the Third, in the year r179. And at the

General Council of Vienna, Pope Clement the Fifth,

in the year 1312, prohibited Jufts and Turnaments in
the fame manner as above.
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