
COMBATS ,





Ordinances that were inllituted to be
obferved and kept in Combats , by Philip
le Bel King of France , in the year 1306 .

Taken from Favin ’s Theatre of Honour and Knighthood .

I T was anciently the cuftom of the Germans , French ,Goths , Lombards , Englifh , and Spaniards , to un¬
dertake the hazard of arms and combat , to juftify
themfelves when a falfe accufation was forged againil
their honour , and to maintain the truth of fome juft caufe
when the proofs were doubtful , and fo obfcure that it
could not be proved to the contrary .

The accufer , for want of proofs or witnefies , affirmed
before the King , that his opponent is a traitor , per¬
jured , and a falfe Iyer , and will juftify the fame in An¬
gle combat , one to one , or fome other for him , if ( by
age or infirmities ) he cannot attend the combat .

Then the accufer throwed his glove on the ground ,
which the accufed , or fome perfon for him , was to take
up ( which fignified the challenge was accepted ) .
Then the field of battle , the day , and arms for the
combatants , wereaffigned by the King : for without his
permiffion duels or combats were not allowed ; and , in
abfence of the King , the Parliament appointed it ; not
finding any other remedy whereby tofatisfy the parties .
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Each combatant fwears to appear on the day and
place appointed , on pain of being reputed guilty , for
non - attendance ; or if either of the parties depart ( with¬
out leave of the court ) after the challenge is accepted ,
he fhall be proclaimed guilty and a coward .

The appellant and defendant fhall go to the place
appointed on horfeback , their horfes covered with foot
cloths , and their arms painted thereon , the yifer . or
fight of their helmets down , their fhields about their
necks , their launces in their hands , and fwords by their
fides .

The Herald is to come on horfeback to the gate , or
entrance of the lifts ( which is a circuit inclofed with
rails ) , and there he is to cry three times , once before the
arrival of the appellant , the fecond when the appellant
and defendant are entered and made their prefentations
before the judge , and the third when they return from
taking their oaths , which are , viz .

Now bear you , Now hear you , Now hear , Lords ,
Knights , Ejquires , and all manner of people , that which
our Lord the King commandeth and prohibiteth , upon pain
of lofing body and goods .

That no man Jhall be armed, neither wear any Jword or
dagger , or any other armour whatfoever it be : if they be
not guards of the field , and fuch as is granted by the King .

Moreover , the King , expresfiy forbiddeth , that no man
during the time of combat jhall dare to be on horfeback ;
And that upon penalty to gentlemen , of lofing their horfes ,
and to fervants of lofing an ear : and fuch as are ap¬
pointed guides and conductors to the combatants , Jhall

3 difmount



C hi ]
difmount at the gate of the lifts , and their horfes fent
tizvay .

Moreover , the King enjoinetk all perfons , of zvhat de¬
gree foever they be , that they feat themfelves , that every
one may behold the parties combating , upon pain to have a
hand cut off.

Moreover , the King forbiddeth any perfon to Jpeak ,
make fign , cry , or make any token zvhatfoever : and that
upon pain of for jetting body and goods .

The appellant ought to be fxrft in the field ; and be¬
fore the hour of mid - day , and the defendant before the
hour of four in the afternoon ; and whofoever faileth
of the fame is adjudged guilty , without juft caufe be¬
ing made to the judge for prolonging the fame , when
another day is appointed .

Th 'e appellant fhall fay to the Marfhal , and likc -
wife to the Judge , when he is mounted on horfeback ,
at firft entering the field ,

My Lord the Marfhal of the field : Behold I am the
appellant appointed by our Lord the King , armed , and
mounted like a gentlemanthat mufi combat with fuch
a gentleman , upon fuch a quarrel ; therefore I take our
Lord , our Lady , and my L .ord St . George , to zvitnefs , on
this day to us affigned by our L. ord the King . 1 prefent
inyfelf unto you , requiring that you will grant me my por¬
tion of the field , wind and fun , and all things necef-
fary in fuch a t 'afe . Which by you performed , I will do
my duty , by the help of God; of our Lady , and of my Lord
St . George the good Knight .

The Combatants may bring with them bread , wine ,
& c . for one day , with all things neceflary for them and
their horfes .
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The lifts for combat fliall contain 120 paces in cir¬
cuit , 40 paces in width , and 80 in length ; the pavi¬
lions of the combatants are placed in the field , that
of the appellant on the right hand of the judge , and
the defendant on the left ; then the combatants ( firft
making the fign of the crofs ) appear before thefcaffold ,
where the judge commands them to raife up their
vifers , and lay as follows , the appellant firft , then the
defendant :

My mojl dreaded Lord , IW - — - , who in your prefence
am come this day and at the hour appointed to do my duty
againjl L — — , who is a traitor and a Her . And there¬
fore l take God on my parti and who therein Jhall be thy
help this day .

After which , the Marlhal grants them leave to dif-
mount and go to their pavilions . Then the Herald is
to mount upon the gate of the lifts , making his fecond
cry .

Then the appellant comes from his pavilion on foot
armed : he then is conducted by the guards of the field
and his council before the fcaS'old , where the King is
feated ; there the appellant falleth on his knees , before
a table richly decorated , on which ftands a crucifix
and miffal ; on the right of the table is feated a prieft *
who fpeaketh to the appellant as follows .

Arife , Knight f ( Lord or Ejquire offuch a place ) , who
art Appellant . You behold here the remembrance of our
Lord and Saviour , who died, only tofave us . Require you
mercy of him , and earnejlly befeeeh him , that this day
he will ajjijl you , according to the right you have , for he
is the only Sovereign Judge . Think on the oaths which

you



C 2 43 ]

you are to take ; for otherwife your foul , honour , and felf
are in great peril .

Then the Marfhal taketh the appellant by both the
hands with the gauntlets on , and placing his right
hand on the crucifix , and his left On the Tc Igitur ; then
fpeaks as follows .

I W- , Appellant , do fivear upon this remembrance of
our Lord and SavioUr , oh the holy Evangelijls , and on
the faith of d true Chrljiian , and by the facred baptifms ,
which [ hold of God , that [ have a juft and holy quarrel ,
and have appealed L - - a falfe traitor and Her , who
hath a falfe and withe d quarrel on his part tb defend :
this I will make good this day , with my body againfl his ,
by the help of God; of our Lady , and of my Lord St . George .

This oath being taken , the appellant returneth to
his pavilion ;

The defendant in the fame form and ceremonies
takes the fame oath as the appellant , and returns as the
cither to his pavilion .

At the third oath , the guards divide on either fide :
then the appellant and defendant walk together from
their pavilions , and flop before the crucifix : then
the Marfhal taketh their right hands , pulling off
their gauntlets , which he hangeth on the two arms of
thecrofs ; then the prieft , being prefent , reminds them
Of the paffio'n of o'Ur Lord , the baths they have taken ,
the fentence of God , who favoureth nothing but the
right caufe ; advifing them , rather to truft to the
mercy of the King , then hazard the combat . When
they come to fee each other , and to fhake hands , at
parting , tbeMarfhal is to demand of the appellatit , “ You
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W —-— , as Appellant will you fwear : ” It he repent of
it ; we will receive him into our mercy , or the judge ,
before whom he lhou 'ld perform the combat , to give
or enjoin him penance , or further to appoint our plca -
furc . If lb', the parties are brought back to their pa¬
vilions , and not to depart without orders from the
judge .

But if the appellant will fwear to be true what he
has afferted ; then the Marfhal mufi demand the
lame of the defendant : then returning to the appellant , '
who fpcaks after him , viz .

, f W - Appellant , do fwear upon this true figure of
the paffion of our Lord and Saviour , and on thefie holy
Evangelifis , on the faith of Baptijm as a Chrifian , ■ which
I hold of my God ; on the mofl fovereign joys of Faradfe , ■
which I utterly renounce for the bitter pains of hell : upon
my fotdj my life , and upon my honour ; that I hove a good ,<
holy and juft quarrel ,- to combat with this frtlfe traitof
and Her before me ; and in this cafe I call God for mf
judge , our Lady , and my Lord St . George , that good and
worthy Knight . And for this faithfully ( by the oaths which
1 have taken ) I intend not to bear upon myfcjf , nor upon my
horfe , words , Jlones , herbs ^ charms , forcefies , drinks , cha ~
rollers , invocations on fpirits , or any other thing , wherein
I might place the leaf hope of helping me , and to hurt him'.
Nor have I any other fecourfe , but to God only , and con¬
fidence in my right ; by my body , by my horfe , and arms
to prevail . Whereupon I kifs this figure of the crofsy
and thefe Holy Evangelifis ; andfo am filent . .

After this oath thus taken , the Marfhal goes to ; the
defendant , whom he caufeth to yfe the fame form and

wordsv
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words . When the defendant has killed the crucifix , for
more clearing the right of them both ; he taketh the
parties by the right hands , which they give each other ;
he then commandeth the appellant to fay to the de¬
fendant , viz .

0 thou , •whom 1 hold by the riftst hand, by the oaths
that I have taken , the caitje for which I have appealed
thee is a good cflufe , and lawful for me to appeal thee , where¬
in this day I will combat thee , Thou haft a bad caufe , and
no juft quarrel to enter combat , or to defend thyfelf againft
me , and that thou knoweft full well . Whereupon , I call
God , our Lady , and my Lord St . George , that good Knight ,
to be my true witnefs , a falfe traitor and Her as than art .

Then the Marlhal fays to the defendant , that he mull
make the fame preteftation as the appellant , taking
him by the hand as he did the former . After thefe
oaths are taken by the combatants , they kil's the cru¬
cifix together , then , with their friends , return to their
pavilions . Then the prieft takes the crofs , & c . and
departs .

Then the Herald makes the lafl cry , all the people
being feated and , filencc made , the parties being ready
and , by command of the Marilial , the Herald in the
midft of the lifts crieth three times , “ Gentlemen , do your
duty . ” Then the Combatants leave their pavilions , and
mount their horfes , with their friends walking with
them , when their pavilions are taken down , and carried
cut of the lids .

After thefe ceremonies are over , the Marfhal , who
n^ uft be in the field by the fcaffold , carrying the glove in
his hand, cryeth three times , “ Let them go together ; ’’
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'at which words he throws down the glove . Then
each is left to his plea -lure to mount on horfeback ;
their friends depart , leaving each man his bottle of wine ,
a loaf of bread , and a napkin , and then the combatants
are to do their duty .

We command , that the gage cf batik Jhall not be
granted but in one of thefe tzvo manners , that is to fay. :
When one of the tzvo parties confejfeth the fault , andyieldetb
himfdf And the other ; when the one fall bring the
other forth of the field , alive or dead. .And , dead or
alive as he is , the body lhall be delivpred by the judge
to the Marftjal , to order or do juftice at our plealure .
If he be living , we appoint that he fhajl be delivered
to the Heralds and King of Arms , by whom he diall
be difarmed , his points cut , and his armour calf piece¬
meal in the lifts , while he lies couched on the ground ;
but , if he be dead , he fhajl be likewife difarmed , and
there left to our appointment , either to be pardoned ,
Pr fent to more fhameful punifhment , according as to
us lhall feem heft : neverthclefs , the hoftages of the
vanquifhed fhall be arrefted , until they lhall have
made full fatisfaftion to the party victorious , and the
overplus of the vanquifiied goods lhall be confifcated
to the Prince .

It is our pleafure , that the vanquiihcr fhall depart
honourably on horfeback out of the lifts , carrying the
weapon ( wherewith he conquered his adverfary } in his
right hand , having his hoftages delivered to him . And
concerning this quarrel , whatfoever the information to
the contrary , he is not to make any anfwer , neither
fhall any judge compel him . We alfo ordain , that the
horfe as he is , and ariqs of the vanquifhed , and all

things
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things upon him , do and fhall appertain to the Con -
ftablc , Heralds , and Marfhal of the field , who have the
charge of the whole .

OF JUSTS AND TURN AMENTS .

Henry I . furnamed the Birder , Duke of Saxony and
Emperor , decreed , to bring into cuftom running at
the tilt , by lolemn ordinances , ( at that time , according
to Favin , unknown to the Germans , but ufual with the
Nobility of England and France ) , invited by proclama¬
tion on a certain day thole Princes , Earls , and Nobles ,
of any country , who were efieemed by their valour , in
an honourable aifemblv , to make trial with others .
And for obtaining a knowledge in the laws and cere¬
monies of thefc noble exereifes , he had fuch articles
as were necelfary for the fame , according to thole
pradtifed in England and France , to be inftituted , viz .

1 . That once in three years , to celebrate Julls and
Turnamcnts for exercife , and to know the nobility
reforting to the fame , all Princes , Lords and Gentlc -
rn£h > being well armed , fhould be admitted . And
tho.fe to be excluded as were detected of blafpheming
God , the Trinity , or the Chriltian Religion . If any
fuch perfon or perfons ( handing upon his or their No¬
bility ) durft be fo bold as to prefent themfelves in this
aifembly : we ordain , that he or they final 1 be dilmounted ,
and deprived of their horfes and lances , and as a mark
of infamy ride upon the rails expofed to the whole
affembly .

2 . Whatfoever perfon of the Nobility that flinll (peak
evil of the Emperor , or condemn his ordinances and
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commands , fhall be excluded from , the Turnament , for¬
feit his horle , and ride the rails .

3 . Any of the Nobility , that fhall abufe the honour
of a wife , maid or widow , or poflefs himfelf ( by
force ) of their goods and pofleflions , fhall forfeit his
horfe , and ride the rails .

4 . All Gentlemen are excluded , who are guilty , either
of falfhood , perjury , or breach of faith ; if he dare pre -
fent himfelf within the lifts , is to forfeit his horfe , and
ride the rails .

5 . Thofe who prefcnt themfelves within the lifts ,
that have betrayed their Lord , forfaken him in battle ,
or perfuaded his Lord ’s fervants to do the fame ; whofo -
ever hath not afilfted his fellow citizen , that did put
himfelf under his protection , but hath through fear
or cowardice left and forfook him , when he ought
and might have protected him ; fuch fhall be excluded
for ever from the Turnaments .

6 . Any one procuring the death of his wife , or con -
fenting thereto , or any that have given counfel , or
lodged the murderers of his Sovereign , either before
or after his death , fhall be baniihed from thefe Jufts
and Turnaments .

7 . Whofoever hath committed facrilege , or hath
tifurped by force the property of widows and orphans ,
without making reftitutidn , fhall be expelled out of
the Turnaments .

8 . Whofoever fhall furprize his enemy before he hath
challenged him , or burn his hollies , tear up his vines
or corn , or if he or fome other by his intelligence
fhall lie lurking on the highway for him :

9 . Who -
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9 . Whofoever lhall opprefs his fubjedts or fervants

with novel impofitions , or taxes , either by land or wa¬
fer , without the permiffion of his Sovereign , or who¬
foever under his government lhall impofe taxes upon
foreign goods , by which means Itrangers are robbed
and ill treated , and commerce hurt , cum infamies nota
ademptus , fepiis imponatur .

10 . Whofoever being married is convicted of adultery ,
or a widower that keeps a married woman , or a reli¬
gious lifter , or he who forces a nun , let him be ba »
nilhed for ever from the affembly of Jults and Turna -
ments .

11 . If any of noble extraction , not fatislied with his
fortune , faiary , or penfions from his Prince , but will
deal in merchandize , for himfelf , or under borrowed
names , lhall be banilhed from this noble affembly of
Turnaments .

12 . If any man lhall prefent himfelf under pretence
that he hath been ennobled by his Prince , and pre -
fumeth to be equal to a Peer of ancient nobility , and
cannot prove his birth in the fourth degree , by his fa¬
ther or mother ’s fide , is to be caned , his horfe taken
from him , and ride the rails .

According to thefe articles , the firlt affembly or
meeting was appointed to be at Magdeburgh ( a dutchy
in the circle of Lower Saxony ) , where the lifts and bars
for the field were prepared ; for Jults at the lance
running at the ring ; alfo the Barriers and Turnaments ,
The fcaffolds for the Emperor , Princes , and Princeffes
of the train ; Judges of the field ( called Kings of the
fports ) , the Senators , Burgomalters ( of the place where
the meeting was ) , the fcaffolds to be hung with tapef-

try .
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try , and decorated with the arms of the Emperor ,
Judges of the field , and the city of Magdeburg , with
fcaffolds for the Kings , Heralds , and Purfuivants of
arms , trumpets , drums , and fifes . The whole to be
at the expence of the aflembly .

The day for the jufts and Turnaments was pro¬
claimed by the Heralds of the province , the place of
meeting , as well without as within the faid province ;
and to be under the protection of the Emperor , or
Prince that caufed the affembly . Forbidding , upon pain
of death , all heretics , and all banifhed perfons , to come
within the fpace of ten miles .

Eight days before the Turnaments , a general procla¬
mation was made , termed a public cry , forbidding any
man of what degree foever to commit any trefpafs
or offence , upon the penalty of paying twenty marks
to the Judges of the Turnaments , with confifcation of
arms and horfes to the Kings , Heralds , and Purfuivants
of arms .

No man was to defame the honor of ladies , or their
daughters , on pain of imprifonment .

That no Gentleman fhould prefume to the Turney , if
he is not a Gentleman of three defeents , as well by the
father as the mother ’s fide .

Every Gentleman , prefenting himfelf at the Turney ;
that had married meerly for the fake of riches , or de¬
light in -a wroman of low condition , was to be caned ,
his arms , horfe , & c . taken from him , and to ride the
rails ; and be proclaimed , by the Heralds , unworthy for
ever to appear among Noblemen ; and his children , to
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the third degree , to be declared boors , and excluded
the Turney .

That all that were admitted flood bound to confcfs
their fins to fuch priefts as were appointed by the
Biihop of the place : after they had prefented their
helmets , arms , and devices , to the Judges of the field ,
who caufed the fame to be regiftered , with their names ,
arms , fignatures ; as alfo their equipage and train .

Thofe that were admitted in the lifts were by oath
obliged to prcfent themfelves to the Judges , particu¬
larly to the Judge of his jurifdiftion and province , to
be entered in the regifter of Noblemen of the fame pro¬
vince , in the prefence of the King or Heralds at arms
belonging to the fame. He is forbid to appear with
an improper horfe , upon pain of lofing the fame , alfo
his arms , & c .

They are to ufe no other weapons than a Knight ’s
battle axe or club ( which , according to Favin , was
made of crab - tree , heavy , and full of knobs , the
handle decorated with gold or filver , and a variety
of figures ) , and a l'word . They may ufe a lance
with a blunted head , to juft one againft the other , but
not with a iharped head , and foy running at the ring
the point muft be rebated .

As for the equipage , See . for the day , it is to be pre -
feribed by the Kings of the \Turney , in fuch manner as
is proper ; viz . A Count , may prejent himfelf, with five
men on horfeback . A Baron , four horfes ; a Knight ,
three ; an Ffquire , two . Except they will pay all extra
charges of men anfl norfes , above what is allowed by
the Prince that appointed the meeting , and by monies

from
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from the common purfe : Excepting the Nobility of
fuch a circle , at whofe expence fuch an affembly is to
be , and may in the like manner be made .

An oath was given to all that came ; but particularly
they were to forget all hatred and rancour which for¬
merly they had , or indantly bare to one another , upon
any lubjedt or occafion whatloevcr .

After the Juds and Turnaments were performed by
the combatants , armed at all points , with their coats
of arms , then each man might combat with his com 7
panion , at the blunted lance . Or they would challenge
one another , twp to two ; or a certain number of one
province with the battle -axe , to lay , if podible , by
blows , one another upon the ground ,

Thefe barriers with battle - axes were performed by
troops within the bars ; each man being guided by
four deputies , to keep the Champions in their rank and
order . There were four to guard the entrance into
the barriers , for diredting the champions to the tur -
ney . The barriers were inclolcd with drong cords ,
which the guards ufed to cut when it was time , and
made the fignal of retreat to fuch as were not able to
ftand this manly exercife ; or , being dunned with the
blows , or out of breath ; others almod dified in the
crowd ; and others were dilmounted and trampled
under foot . The latter , that had the ill fuccefs to be
dilmounted ip the Turney , were to be feated on the
bars , and compelled to ride the fame bare headed ,
without arms , his coat of arms excepted , to. be known
by all the affembly for one unfkilful in arms or fitting
his horfe .

5 After
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After the fport of Turney and barriers ; for their
lad exercife was that of the fvvord , not for offence , but
to cut the leather ftraps , and make the arms , & c . of his
opponent fall from him in the field , for benefit of the
Heralds ; for it belonged to them and the Judges before
the beginning of the tufney ( which lafted fifteen days )
to vifit and revifit the arms , otc . of fuch as were ad¬
mitted into the lifts , and make the ignorant or ill -
hrmed ride the rails .

This laft exercife being over , they went to flip at the
general banquet , each man to that of his own pro¬
vince : where the Ladies and Gentlewomen applauded
the prailes of them whom the judges had commended ;
and delivered the prizes , granted by the Prince whd
caufed the Turney . An adt thereof is made and fignedi
by the King and Heralds of Arms of every Province .

Afterwards thanks are given and returned on all tides ,■
sts well to the Prince that defrayed the expence , as to'
the Judges of the Turney , and thofe that gained thh
prizes . Then begun the dances , wherein the Ladies
and Gentlewomen extended their favours to the Cham¬
pions , who led them in the dance .

Note , a difpenfation was granted to all bearing the
dignity of King , Prince , and Duke , who may abftain
from thefe Turnaments ; becaufe Kings being con¬
tented with the honour of the crowns of their king¬
doms , and Prih ’ces and Dukes with their high titles ,'
have not to contend for honours ( as others who are in¬
ferior ) in thefe Turnaments •, nor expofe themfelves in
fuch exercifes ; but only to take pleafure in beholding

them ,
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them , and to give prefeirts to thofe who are judged to
be the beft and moil worthy of reward .

Pope Innocent and Eugenius , in the year - ,
made the following ordinance againft thefe Julls and
Turnaments , which in general were unfortunate to
fontte who loft their lives ; a:s did Francis' the Firft
King of France , at Paiis , in the year 1559 .

We forbid hereafter to keep or hold thofe dettflable fairs
and markets which are called Turneys Exercifes , wherein
the Nobility are prefent in perfon at days appointed to per¬
form their oflentation of boldnefs , and uttcrmojl means of
frengtb , in all their beft and richejl bravery , cjfayling one
dnother to their peril and danger , that men Jhbuld Idfc
both bodies and fouls . It is therefore provided , that if any
man ( in fuels affemblies ) fhall run the fortune andjeopardy
of life : howfoever he may be penitent for it , and defir8
to be abfolved ; yet notwithstanding be fhall be deprived of
burial in hallowed ground and places of Chrijliim inter¬
ment .

Note , This ordinance was renewed in1 the 1 ith Ge¬
neral Council of Laterane , held at Rome by Pope
Alexander the Third , in the year 1179 . And at the
General Council of Vienna , Pope Clement the Fifth ,
in the year 1312 , prohibited Juits abd Turnaments in1
the fame manner as above .

THE
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