ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

KING - OF PRUSSIA.
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FREDERICK the Firft inftituted this Order at his
coronation in the year 1701. By the ftatutes of it the
number of Knights, exclufive of the Prinees of the
blood, is limited to thirty, who muft all bé admitted
into the Order of Generofity previous to their receiving
this, unlefs they be Sovereign Princes; the Knights
to prove their nobility for fixteen Hefcents. The Kings
of Pruffia are perpetual Grand Mafters of it. The
belong to it a Chancellor, who is alfo a Knight, a Se-
cretary, a Mafter of the ceremonies, and a Treafurer.
‘The enfign of the Order is a gold crofs of eight points
enamelled blue, having at each angle a fpread eagle ena-
melled black, and charged in the centre with a cypher
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of the letters F'. R. This each Knight wears commonly
pendent to a bread orange ribbon, worn fath-wife over
:".:«: lete Thoulder, and a filvet ftar embroidered on the i

left fide of their outer garment, whereon is an efcutcheon
containing a {pread eagle, holding in one claw a chaplet
of laurel, and in the other a thunder-bolt, with this
motto in gold letters round, Swuum cuijue.

Note, The King chofe the Black Eagle, being the
arms of Prufliag and the colour of the ribbon, on ac-
co-nt of bis mother, a Princefs of Orange #.

On days of cerethony they wear the badge pendent to
a collar compoled of round pieces of gold, each enamell-
ed with four cyphers of the letters . R.: in the centre of
the piece isfet a L:l;l;num{, and over each cypher a regal

own intermixed with Eagles difplayed, enamelled

1 1

black, alternately, and holding in their claws thunder-
bolts of gold.

The extraordinary habitsare, a veft of cloth of gold,
and over this another of fky-blue velvet, reaching to
the mid leg, with a firaw-coloured lining, tied under
the ciavat by yellow ribbsns, whofe taflels fall down
to the knees. The fafh 1s of ftraw-coloured velvet, em-
broidered with gold, and the mantle of the fame ftuff,

ined with gold mohai [m Knights caps are of black
velvet, with white plumes #,

For both the badge and the collar, fee plate gg.

eview, vols 1. p. 61, !
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THIS Order was inftituted by Frederick III. King
of Pruffia in 1740, to recompenfe the merit of fuch as
diftinguifhed themfelves either in arms or in arts, with-
out diftin¢tion of birth, religion, or country : the King is
Sovereign of it, and he alone confers it on fuch as he
pleafes, not being confined by the ftatutes. The en-
fign 1s a crofs of eight points enamelled blue, and
edged with gold, having in the centre a cypher of the
letters, F. R.; and in each angle an eagle difplayed

K 2 black,
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black, on the two upper points the regal crown of
Pruffia. On the reverfe this motto, Pour le merite.
This badge is worn by the Knights pendent to a black

ribbon, edged with  filver, round the meck. - See

¥

plate 6o.

PRUSSIA.










THBE O R DWR

GO NG ClEuone GR. Ay,

THIS Order was inftituted by Chriftian Frneft,
Margrave of Brandenburgh, on his return from Spain
in the year 1660, to diftinguith the part he had ta-
ken in reftoring peace and union to many of the
Princes of Europe. The badge of the Order is a
gold crofs of eight points enamelled white; in the
centre 2 medal bearing two olive branches paffing fal-
tierwife through two crowns, and circumfcribed with the
word Concordans : the crofs is furmounted with an elec-

> ~ral
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il toral crown; and it is worn pendent to an orange ribbon,
H i i See plate 61.  On the reverfe is the founder’s cy pher
1ty 1R

I i

it | and the date of its inflitution.
ST ;L. _.
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FREDERICK III. Elector of B

ards King of Prufhia, inftituted this Order in 1685,
EleGoral Prince. The Knights wear 2
having in

terw
while he was only
of eight points enamelled blue,

crofs
pL’“l‘n‘.Cl}t to a blue

centre this motto, La Genergfité,

ribbon, See plate O1.
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