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P O RT U G A L -

THE ORDER

O F

CHRIST -

THIS Military Order was inftituted in the year
1317 by Dionyfius of Portugal , in order to engage
the nobility to aflift him the more powerfully againft the
Moors . It obtained great poffeffions , and continued to
be governed by a Grand Matter elefted by the Knights
until 1522 , when Pope Adrian VI . conferred that office
on John III , and his fuccefi'ors to the crown of Portugal .
This Order is now under the fame regulations and en¬
joys the fame privileges as the Order of Calatrava does
in Spain . By the ftatutes the Knights of this Order
Ihould prove the nobility of their defcent for four ge¬
nerations , but it often happens that very mean perfons
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get this honor without exhibiting any proofs of this
kind . The badge of this Order is a crofs pattee , Red ,
charged with a crofs white worn on ordinary oticafions
pendent to a broad fcarlet ribbon round the neck , and
on days of ceremony to a collar compofed of three
chains of gold . See plate 53 .
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PORTUGAL ,

the order

OF THE

WING OF ST . MICHAEL .

ALPHONSO HENRIQUEZ King of Portugal infti -
tuted this Order in the year 1172 , in commemoration
of a vidtory obtained by him over the Moors , whom he
imagined he overcame by the immediate interpofition
of St . Michael , who , according to the legend , appeared
fighting in the King ’s right wing . While it fubfifted
( which was not very long ) , the enfign of it was a crofs
fleury fitchee , Red , pantoned in bafe with two Fleurs -
de - lis , and over the crofs in a fcrqll , this motto §>uis ut
Dens . See plate 54 .
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THE ORDER

O F

AVIS .

THIS Order was firft inftituted by Alphonfo Hen -
riquez King of Portugal in the year 1147 , on the
footing of a Military and Religious Order , on occafion
of his taking the city of Evora from the Moors . It con¬
tinued independent until the year 1213 , when it came
to acknowledge its fubjedtion to the Order of Calatrava
then under the Grand Mailer Don Roderigo Garzes
De AiTa , and "it remained in this Rate of VaiTalage un¬
til the time of its feventh Grand Mailer Don John of
Portugal , who on depoiing his brothers and feizing the
crown threw off all fubjedtion to the Order of Cala -
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trava . The badge of the Order of Avis is a crofs flory
enamelled Green , and between each angle a Fleur - de - lis
Gold ; it is worn pendent to a green ribbon round the
peck See plate 54 .
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PORTUGAL .

the order

O F

ST . JAMES IN PORTUGAL .

THIS Order was inliituted by Denys the Sixth King
of Portugal in the year 1310 , in honour of St . James ,
under whofe prote & io'n he became victorious in many
battles againfl the Moots , and at length quieted his

der flouriflied through the great privileges the founder
bellowed , and the approbation : of Pope Nicholas IV .
and others his fucceffors . The Knights profefs chaf-
tity , hofpitality , and obedience ; and none are admitted
till they make proof of their gentility by blood . Their
enfign is a red fword , like that of St . James of Galicia ;
the habit white , and the only difference between them

kingdom by the affiftance of thefe Knights . This Or -
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lies in a twift of gold , Which thefe of Portugal draw
about their fword . At Alcazar de Sal was their princi¬
pal convent , which they afterwards removed to Dal*
mela , were it yet continues . Their ftatutes , & c . are
much the fame with thofe of St . James in Galicia , where -7
upon fome erroneoufly have confounded therm
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