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lay in oblivion until the year 17035, when Augufius

Eiedor of Saxony and King of Poland revived it, in or-
der to ufe as an inftrument to attach to his own intereft
and perfon feveral of the Polifh nobility, who he
feared were inclined to Staniflaus his competitor. At
it revival it was highly efteemed, and was conferred on
the Czar Peter the Great and Grand Duke of Ruffia.
The Knights of this Order commonly wear the badge
pendent to a broad blue ribbon worn fath-ways from the
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right fhoulder and under the lel
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eight points embroidered in gold and filver alternately
on the left fide of their outer garment, ‘The collar js
compofed of eagles difplayed, and annulets linked to-
gether, having pendent to it the badge, which is a crofs
of eight points enamelled, Gold, bordered white and
cantoned with a fmaller crofs having a bead on each
point, charged on one fide with an eagle white difs
played, having over its head an imperial crown, and on
the reverfe the King’s cypher with this motto, Pro fideg
rege, lege. '

For the collar and badge of this Order, fee plate 51,
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THIS Otder was inftituted by the prefent King of
Poland in the yeat 1763, foon after his eletion to the
crown. The badge of it is a gold crofs enamelled red,
and on the centre of it a miedallion with the image of
St, Staniflaus enamelled in proper colours. It is worn
pendent to a broad red ribbon watered dnd edged with
white. The ftar of the Order is filver, anid In the centre
15 a cypher of the letters, S. A. R. [Staniflaus Au-
guftus Rex], encircled by the following motto, Pre-
miando incitat,

For the badge of this Order, fee plate 2.
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IN the year 1186, Mainard firft preached Chrif-
tianity to the Livonians, and ereted the bithoprick of
Riga; but his fucceflfors meeting with many difficul-
ties in the year 1200, Alvert hen bifhop of Livonia
inftituted this Order 1n smitation of the Teutonick
Knights, with defign to extirpate idolatry, and pro-
note the gofpel. He preferibed to thefe Knights the
Ciftercian rule and habit, viz.a long white mantle and
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black hood § on the breaft two {words in faltire, whence

they had the title of Brethren Sword-Bearers, For the
badge of the Order, fee plate sa,

‘Their ftatutes were fomerhing like the Knights Tem-
plars, and they vowed obedience and chaftity.
Innocent [11. confirmed this Order, which became fully

inflicuted, A, D. 1203 ; but becauf@they could not of
themfelves accomplith their

l’opu

end about the year 1237,
they were united to the Teutonick Order, and fub-
mitted to their rule and 1
overcame the

Chriftian f

1abit, by whofe help they
Livonians, and brought them to the
aith. Thenceforward the Great Mafter of Li-
“knowledged him of Pruffia their Superior, until
Walter de l’]ctumbcrg, their Great Mafter, feparated
this Order from their obedience to the Teutonick.
Finally, A. D. 1561, Gothard de Ketler, the laft
Great Mafter, followed the example of the Great
Mafter of Pruffia, became fubje¢t to the crown of
Poland, farrendering to King Sigifmond II.
and caftle of Riga, and all the lands,

vollia a

the city
charters, privi-
leges, &¢. of this Order, receiving in exchange the
dukedom of Courland, to him and his heirs for ever ;
fo the Order expired afte

I 357 years continuance,
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