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KNIGHTHO O D.

E I HE Englith title Kni rt't t is derived {rom the Saxon
Cnikt, or Knecht Teutonick, a fervant; and in
all probability proceeded from their ferving the King
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anceftors to fuch as were admitted for their merits to
be Knights to the King, being his own fervants, officers,
or retainers, to ride with him; it feems that fome, if
ot all, were anciently called Knights-riders.

The moft ancient manner of conferring Knighthood
was by putting the military belt loofe over the fhoulder,
or girding it clofe about the waift. The firft Chriflian
Kings, at giving their belt, kifled the new Knight on
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the left cheek, faying, In bonour of the Father, and the
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The firft account (according to Sir William Segar)
that we have of Ceremonies in th.ié;i*_w a I{nig}hc n
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England, was in the year 506, in the following man-

o

ner ; viz. A ftage was erected in fome czw:hf:di‘a},
{pacious place near it, to which the gentleman was
conducted to receive the honour of Knighthood. Being
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manded of him if he ‘were of a good conftitution, and
able to undergo the fatigue required in a foldier; alfo
1¢ were 2 man of good merals, and what cre-

di

ble witneffes he could produce to affirm the fame.
Then the Bithop, or chief Prelate of the Church,
adminiftered the following oath = Sir, you that defire to
receive the order of Ruivhthood, fwear before God, and
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happen to be.

The oath being taken, two Lords led Bim to the
King, who drew his fword, and laid it upon his head,

faying, God and St. Georpe (or what other Saint the
King pleafed to name) mate thee a good Knight; after
which, feven Ladies drefled in white came and girt a
fword to his fide, and four Knights put on his {purs.

Thefe ceremonies being over, the Queen took him
by the right hand, and a Dutchefs by the left, and
fed him to a rich feat, placed on an afcent, where they
fcated him, the King fitting on his right-hand, and the

w
Queen on his lett.

Then the Lords and Ladies alfo fat down upon other
feats, three defcents under the King; and being all
thus {eated, they were entertained with a delicate col-
lation ; and fo the ceremony ended.

If any Knight abfented himfelf dithonourably from
his King’s fervice, leaving his colours, gomng over to
= ? ) ) & =]
the enemy, betraying of caftles, forts, &c. for fuch
erimes he was apprehended, and caufed to be armed

cap-a-pee,
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cap-a-pee; and then {eated on a feaffold erefted in the

church, where, after the prieft having {ung fome fu-

neral Pfalms, as though he had been dead; they firft
took off his helmet, to fhew his face, then his military

oirdle, broke his fword, cut off his fpurs frem his
heels with a hatchet, pulled off his gauntlets, and
after his whole armour, and then reverfed his coat of

nrmc5 after M: the Heralds crying out, ¢ This is

a difloyal mifcreant,” with many other ignoble' cere-
monies, he was thrown dewn the ftage with a rope ¥ 3
but now the martial law is ufually put in execution,
by difpatching fuch traiterous perfons by a file of
l'ﬂLhLith:t{‘L.'l’S.

In the time of the Saxons here in England, Knights
received their inflitutions at the hands of great pre-
lates, with many religious ceremonies ; but after the

2
Conqueft this cuftom was refirained by a fynod at
Weltminfter, A. D, 1102. g3 Henry L. ¢

Knighthood anciently depended upon tenure; fo
that he who held a knight’s-fee might be compelled to
take the fame, or undergo a fine, which quite debafed
the title. Camden fays, Knights were made upon ac-
count of their eftates; for they who had a oreat
Kuight’s-fee (that is, if we may credit old records,
€80 acres of land) claimed the honout of Knighthood,
as thereby entitled to it.

In Henry the Third’s reign whoever had the yearly
revenue of fifteen pounds in land, was compelled to
receive this dignity : fo that the title was become rather

burthen than an honour. In the year 1256 the King
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1ffued & proclamation, whereby it was ordered and declared
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thronghout the realm, that whoever bad fifteen librats of
land or abeve, fhouid be knig
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they oo would not, or could not, Jupport the honour of
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And in thofe days, when the King made a Knigl
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he fat in ftate upon his throne, in robes of cold, with
a-fmall' gold crown upon his head; and to every
Knight he allowed one hundred fhillings for equipage.

And _not only the King, but the Eails alfo, con-
ferred Knighthood, in that age. The Karl of Glocefter
having proclaimed a tournament, knighted his brother

imon de Montefort, Earl of Leicefter,
conferred the fame honour upon Gilbert de Clare #,

Note. A Knight’s fervice was a tenure, by which
{everal lands in this,nationavere held of the King. But
it is abolithed by flarute of 12 Car. II. chap.24. The
qualifications for - Knighthood are Merit, Birth, and
Eftate ; they aré to be Gentlemen of three paternal
defcents, bearing coat armour .

The different Orders of Knightheod are divided into

twoclafies; the firft confifts of the Religious, which
not only: includes the defence of the Princes, the State,
and of Chriftianity, but alfo by particular vows, and
other Rules, renders them entirely under fubjection to-
their chief. The fecond clafs comprehends the military,
which Sovereigns have eftablifhed to encourage the no-
bility, and keep emulation among their fubjeéts in the
wars, and the management of ftate affairs.

* Camden’s Brit, p. cexlyi.

+ Aflimole.

A Re-




‘A ReporTE of a familiar Conferemee betwene a Knightes
cldeft fonne and a Studient i:‘: 1:3'.-: [.awes cof the realme

concerning the preheminercy of the ordre of I\ night

hode before the degre of a Sergeant at La

THE eldeft fonne of a Knight, a youth of good

mettall, hauing heard it bruted, that of late the Ser-

gcauntes at Lawe fltroue to take place of Knightes

1 8
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was defirous to inferme himfelf therein, thereupon he
oot the booke ntituled, *¢ Honoér military and Ciui!l

and that w'ch is called, “the Glory of Generofitie

: 1. £ : -
v.-ln-rcm many worthy thinges he found written of Lhc.
honor of Knighthod; but finding very litle of the
degre of the Sergeaunt at Lawe : -but not being fatis-

fied therewith, he bethought him of an acquaintaynce,
a good ftudient in the lawes of the realme, and caft
abought howe he might get from him how the Lawes
of the realme did account ui‘ Knightrho

After fom frendly difcourfles betwene them
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to talke of the multitude of Kanightes lat:ly made - :
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¢¢ T doueht not.” auoth the v ane centleman. ¢ 16wl
dougit not, jHot inc youns genticinlan, 1t will
4 1
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brede a difgrace to the whole degre.” ¢ It may be
‘¢ {foe,” quoth his frende t {feing it hath pleafed

‘“ the King’s Ma’tie to be bountefull therein, at his
¢ firft comming, why fhold the degre take any hurte
£C 4 PRIy P s (ORI SRS RIS, - - -

¢ thereby ; for I can tell you, in our realme, they haue
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gentieman, “ what nath y’r lawes to doe w’th them »”
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¢ Yes,” faith he, ¢ 1 remember well that this worde

¢ miles, in our lawe, hath bene alwayes taken to'be

! P {7 P L o e ke W] i
“ nomen dignitatis ; 10 that a I_xmyht might not {ue
- 2 1 o - g 4] 1 P
¢ nor be fued, but by the name of Knight; though it
o - [
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¢¢ wearé not {o neceffary for ]_{n‘ms, and other great
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¢ officers, to haue there title of there dignitics added

¢ to there names mm fuch like cafes.” ¢ What fhold

““ be the reafon of that,” quoth the youth? ¢Iam

]

¢ not ready,” faith the Lawyer, ¢ to yealde you a

¢ oood reafon of a foddayne ; for I haue applied my
‘¢ ftudies to a more profitable ende, and i‘aizvc thought
¢¢ of thefe thing
1

¢ thinke I fholde be able to fay fomwhat to the

s. but obiter; yet in a fhort tyme |

¢ mattre, for our lawe 1s grounded upon exquifite
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¢t reafon ; but for the prefent I fuppofe veryly that it
¥¢ tendeth to proue that the name of Knight was then
13

¢ in much reputation.” 1 pray _\'DLI,” quoth the

youth, ¢ beftowe an houre or two far my fake, to loke

o

% into y'r Abbridgments, and gather me out of your
¢ cafes concerning Knights; and when I com to my
¢ landes I will giue you a double fee.” ¢ Gite me
¢¢ tyme till to-morrowe,” faith his acquainetance, “ and
¢ for y'r fake 1 will fee what I can doe.” So for that
_'I

tyme they parted
The next morning the young Efquire cam

™
o

and afked what he had done? ¢ What!” quoth the
ftudient, ¢ you are very hafly; it requireth longer tyme ;
¢ yer take here what I have found in fo fhorte a {pace :”
 Ir is fomewhat touched,” qnm'h He, U RS Ehe
¢ booke cafes of a? 40 E, IIl. c.36. and a° 7 H. IV,

¢¢ fol. 7. but more plainely ae 11 H. 1V, fol. 40. wheare

¢ Thorning, Chiefe Juftice of the Common Plact

¢ faith exprefsly, that if an aftion be brought againft

“ a Knight,

e




Bz
« 3 Knight, not naming him Knight, the fuite cold
¢ not go forward, becaufe, faid he, the worde Knight
¢ is a name of dignitye; and moft fully, a°® 7 H. VL,
i*.tal, wheare Richard Hankford hauing begon 2
¢ {uajte ;iy;:a]rf'i. an other, abought the prefentation to a
« henifice, was during the fuite, made a Knighte; in
¢¢ that cafe j'.i-_lggzurl';t was giuen, that his {uite thold

r0e to the grounde; and in the handling thereof,

_[,.

£ l".!.‘{fun a g=ntlemanlike Ser

or
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¢¢ honorable to the realme to make Knights. And

eaunt, faid, that it was

¢¢ Babington, Chiefe Juftice, faid, that if any mete
€ man w'.:‘.;-'; fent for, did refufe to take upon him
¢¢ that ordre and honor (for fo-the wordes be) he was
¢ to be fined. Andin a cafea® g2 H. VI, fol. 29. 1t1s
« affirmed by Prefor, a greate learned Judge, that if
¢ an Lfquire be made a Knight, the name of Efquire
¢ was gone ; but if a Knight weare made an Earle or
5 Ih'il‘.: L‘lzfc name of Knight remained. And a° 8 E.

IV, fol.2

€ weare uf t

3. at too feveral times diuers of the Judges
his opinion, that this worde Knight was
¢ not only, nomen dignitatis, but parcell of his name
¢¢ alfo. Take this,” quoth he, ¢ for the prefent; and
¢ at more leyfure I fhall finde more.” ¢ Well,” faith
the other, ¢ I thanke you for this; but tell me, I
¢ pray you, is the lawe fo fill ™ ¢ Yea, furely,” an-
fwered the Studient, ¢ for any thinge I kinowe ; fave that

[ remember there was a ftarute made, a’ 1 Edw, the
¢« VIth, to remedy the overthrowinge of the fuite, 1if
< the plaintife, during the continuance thereof, weare
¢« made a Knight.” ¢ That hath good reafon,” re-

le

plicd the youth, ¢ in my {kill, it is harde that

L

11t
¢ fuite well begonne {thold be dathed by a1 addition (T.‘f‘

B 4 ¢¢ honor.”




“ honor.” And fo bidding him farewell, faith the
Studient unto him, “ You are at good leyfure, take,
¢¢ here, Iwill lend you the ftatute bookes in Englithe
“ turne them over; perhaps you may finde there of
“ Knights for your purpofe; for I remember fom-
¢ what; but it is not now readie with me.”

The young Efquire toke the bookes home w’th him,
and being fett on edge, began w’th the greate Charter
of Reftitution and Confirmation of the auntient Cuf-
tomes and l_.if_;-f:w.i(:s-'. of l.':.z‘.ﬂ’.".u‘ulJ graunted by King

s

Henry the Third, in the ixth yeare of his raigne, in
the xiith chapter, l:r. iuunrﬂ.c it ordayned, that affifes of

Novell-diffeifon, and of mortdaunceftor, thold not

be taken any other wheare but w'thin the counties

where they happened; and that the King him-

Aelf, or- his Chiefe Juftice (if he were out of the

realme) fhold fend. his Juftices thorogh every countie
once a yeare, who, w'th the Knightes of the fame
countie, fhold there take the affizes, It incoraged him
well to have fo good luck at the firft; and going on,
he founde like credit given unto Knightes in the Sta-
tutes of Weftminfler, the firft in the third yeare of
Edward the Firft, the chapter 30, and in the ftatute
of anno 27 of Ed. the Firft, capit 3 & 4, whereby
they weare appointed to be affociated to the Juftice of
nift prius; alfo he found befides amongeft the ftatutes
of Weftminfter, the firft capit 35, efpeciall Jpuifion
made, that euery tenaunt fthold pay to his Landlord,
towards the making of his ealdeft fonne of his faid

Landlorde Knight, 'Tha t pleafed him alfo; and began
.‘\

to 3_1.:1:4’5._'.:‘,'_'-J 1t "J‘ ‘ht be his ow ne turne to haue fomn?
benifite by that i‘:_;'_T_'u‘_c hereafter, but be obferved
o more-
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moreover out of it, that abought that time it femed
to be a chargeable thing to be made a Knight; and
goinge on amongeft thofe ftatutes, and out of the 42th
chapter of Weftminfter, the fecond a® 13 E. 1. he
gathered much plaufable mattre; for there he founde
that Earles and Barones, longe before that tyme, had
vied to take the ordre of Knighthod vpon them as an
addition of honor; for there it was puided, becaufe
the Marfhalls began to exacte ouer greate fees, that if
he had taken a palfraye at the doinge of there homage,
he fhold not take an other palfraye, when the King
made them Knjghtes ; but fhold content himfelf w’th
on palfray for both, or w’th the auntient prife thereof,
and this was long before there was any fpeciall ordre of
Knighthod invented in England after’ the Conquetft.

Yet he turned further, and li

l light upon the ftatute of
Carlile, made a” 15 E. 1. by w'ch it was enaéted
abought acknolidginge of fines to be levied of landes
betwene ptie and ptie (a mattre of greate importance)
if any of the pties cold not appeare in courte, that
then one at the leafte of the Judges of the fame courte,
w’th an Abbot, fl’rinr, or Knight, fhold goe to the
ptie, and take his acknolidgment, and certifye the
fame. And turning to and fro he found another olde
ordinance concerning mattre of torneaments, in w’ch
noble exercife Knights weare aflociate to Earles and
Barones, and one lawe for them all. So thinking he
had enoughe he gaue ouer for the time; after a daye
or too he went w’th his colleftions to vizite his law=
yer upon the metinge ; ¢ What ! faith the Lawyer,
‘“ haue you founde any thing for your purpofe ?”
¢ Yea, thatIhaue,” aunfwered the youth, ¢ I hope I
¢¢ {hall
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¢ thall turne Lawyer allfo, I haue {fo good lucke,” and
thewed him his laboures. ¢¢ It is well done, in good
¢¢ faith,” faith the Lawyer, ¢ for a young beginner.”
The young gentleman thereupon fell into this fpeache:
¢¢ But what fay you to y’r Sergeauntes at Lawe, ought
¢ they to take place aboue Knightes? for foe I heare
¢¢ fay they begin to doe.” W’th this the Lawyer
fmilingly loking on him, ¢ Why not,” quoth he, ¢if
¢ they can get it? The common law, [ tell you, is an
¢¢ honorable pfeffion.” ¢ Nay, but good Sir,” quoth
the youthe, “doc you thinke it well done in dede?
¢« Haue you, amongeft y’r owne booke cafes afmuch
¢ warrant for the reputation of a Sergeaunte as you
¢¢ haue delivered me for a Knight; I tell you true, I
¢¢ finde nothing among the olde ftatutes for there cre-

¢ Yes,” faith he, I can fhew you an opi-

1¥
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¢¢ nion of a late learned man, that this warde Seriaunt
¢ is a name of dignitye afwell as a Knight.” ¢ What!”
quoth the youth, ¢ and that a fuite brought by a law-
<¢ yer, before he was fergeaunt, fhold abate, he being

y

¢«“made fergeaunt ?” “¢ I cannot fhewe any prefident
«¢ thercof,” faith the other, ¢ nor remember any booke
¢ cafe thereupon ; but loke into the ftatutes I told you
¢t on the laft day concerning fuch mattres; and you
¢ {hall finde that it ftreached by exprefs name unto
¢ Sergeaunts afwell as unto Knights.” T befeache
¢ you, let me fe the ftatute,” faith the youth, for
«« now I thinke I tafte a flatute well.” The Lawyere
turned to the ftatute, and there they found it
{fo indede. ¢ You haue faid fore to me,” faith
the youth; “ but yet I efpye a difference; the
¢ Knight is there placed before the Sergeaunt: an

¢ other




¢« other thing I note, that Barones be mentioned there
¢ alfo; and yet ye tolde me the other day, that Baro

¢« was not nomen dignitatis in your Lawe: why then

1_')

¢¢ did thev nedelefly put them in amongeft the refte?”

¢¢ T was not of councell w’th the penning of the acte,”
quoth the Lawyer, I cannot tell you readilye.”
¢ Will you heare the witt of a younge Lad,” quoth

the vouth ; ¢ they founde the Baron worthy of more

-

¢ than that; and the Sergeauntes themfelves being
¢ moft likely the penners or furveiors of fuch a lawe-
¢¢ adte, put themfelves in for there credits: he is an ill
¢¢ cooke, the fay, that camnot licke his owne fingers.”
The Lawyer laughed hartely at his reafon. There {ate
by them at that time a Solicitor to a Nobleman : ¢ In

1 y -

¢ oood fouth,” quoth hu, “by y’r good favours, if

-~

¢¢ you will giue me leaue to {peake, I haue much mar-
¢ yailed at on illin;_gu.:, in reading ouer my Lordes
¢ auntient evidences I finde very many olde dedes, and
““ many Knightes witnefles unto them, and moft co-
¢ monly in thefe words: Hiis Teftib’ dominis M. C
¢¢ 1. T. miliub’, &c. and yet | knowe well thefe witt-
P Te S e SR LS Bt e e i L . -d
nefles weare never Lordes, and if he weare a Lorde
¢ and Knight alfo, yet was it all one, ﬁ:zd many
¢ Knightes, in there owne dedes did alfo write them-

L1

felves Sciant; qd. ego Dominus E. F. tt)iics, &c.

“ and there wives be called Ladies as longe as they
¢ le,” ¢ You fay fomwhat for the c”[lmuﬂ:‘,‘-.i of

¢ Knights,” fayth the youth; * for fince I was at

¢¢ {chole I have learned, that Dominus i Latyne is
“ Lorde in Englithe, and in French Sire ; whereby
£

you caule me to obferve, that unto this day Kniohtes
d comonly Sr. J. E. or Sr. J. T.” There-

upon
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upon the fpeache betwene them Dbrake up; for it
femed the other twoe had more mattre of earneft to
confer upon; the youth bad them farwell, and tolde the

Lawyer ¢ he had forgate his bookes ; but he wold bring

%8

them the next day w’th thankes. faving litle to doe,
when he came home, he fell to turne over the booke

of the ftatutes in the tyme of King H. VIII. and by
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IMeErc Ch unce ngnt upon a ilatute <COoncerning L‘J.'Eh!i-
rell, in the Ezril' yeare of bis raigne, capt. 14. and

being defirous to knowe what apparrel] himfelf

might weare,
thinges, that no man, under the degre ght,
except Spirituall Men and Sergeaunts at the Lawe, &c,
fhold vfe any more cloathe in a Jonge gowne than foure
broade }‘C‘:ll‘d[*.s. “Oh,” faith he, * that I had the
¢¢ Lawyer heare; I wold put him downe, concerning
¢¢ his Sergeaunts ; I underflond Englifhe afwell as the
¢¢ beft of them.” He turned further, and founde the
like lawe, worde for worde, in effet, a° 7 H, VIII,
ca. 7. ‘“ What,” quorh he, ¢ if the Sergeaunt had
¢t wrong in the firft flatute, to be put under the degre
 of a Knight, cold he not right himfelf in the next?
¢ T am verily plwaded there was no queftion in thofe
¢ dayes but that the degre of a Sergeaunte was under
¢ the degre of a Knight.” So he lefte it till the next
day, when he caried home the bookes.

1 thanke you I’m‘ VT bou}:_-\-'_-, Sir,” quoth he, “in
¢¢ faith, 1 haue founde here mattre enough te pfwade
¢ your Sergeants to content them w'th there due
¢¢ placesy for I haue heard the moft of them to be

ily

i graue and modeft men.” ¢ What 15 that.” fi]UOth

the Lawyer? So he fhewed him the twoe ftatutes.
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w'th good courage : ¢ Tufbe, tufhe,” quoLh he, ¢ you

¢¢ are neuer a whit the nearcr; both thefe ftatutes be

1§32

- 1 £ ™Y e 1
e rep ealed. ¢ mepealed ! I

quoth ' th
w’th a fecond breath, “ What though,” quoth he, ¢ I

52

¢ -youth ; and,

““am {fure I may neverthelefs truly coll

¢“ them what the opinion of the whole pliament was
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¢ ftatute ;: we will fee how that ftatute runneth.,” So

wilils

he turned to the ftatute of 24 H. VIII. cap.15. and
read it over. “ Locye,” faid-the Studient, ™ here is
¢ no fuch Ty, no mervaile,” faith the

ther ; ¢ for longe gownes, 1'-."';'::'-;5; this

¢ IfFarence 'nr lIv lefr out * b her
k|_1.'.Llh'--'r-H- ¥ ;J 1€1IL oul 5 ._1' 1\ IC.C

¢¢ any thing in this contrary to the former? [ tell you
¢ truly, as little fkill as I haue, I note on thing 1n it
‘¢ more than I'knewe before, concerning the folempne
¢¢ ftateof a :’:ll'if_-Jl‘.T, 1t 1 here generally phibited, that
“ no man, unlefs he be a| Knight, thall weare any
¢ coller of 85; indede I haue fene very fewe at this
‘¢ day, but the Judges that be Knightes, vfe them.”
““ You are very carneft in y'r father’s behalf,” faith
the Lawyer. ¢ Nay, but for the truth,” ‘quoth the
other ; “° But on thing more I wold fayne fee, and I

oy A N - Y171 % T =T o - ATy M1 E iy -
¢ haue done : You'tolde me of an authoritie that this

¢¢ word Sergeant was nomen digni

0 cn dignitatis. Let me fee
AL pl';lc{i, if you,be a good fellowe.” So he toke

] e dranlrale \1. --4.1-.-_.-.- - A A A '
downe his Brooke’s Abridgment, and fhewed him the
Tl —1 o Realra {aifh & D oL g _,"Ij ~ - .
place WIEre DIroxe lalin, dicitur alhiba, ;_11_] ieruiens
“ ad legem eft nomen dignitatis,” ¢¢ Alibi,” faith the
young gentleman, ‘¢ where is that alibi? haue you read

[ 11 It




[ {14

& it ih any other bookes of your Lawe #” ¢ In dede,”
faith the other, ¢ I doe not remember it.” ¢ Well,”
quoth the youth, 1 dought y’r booke is mifprinted,
¢ for alibi it thold be ax/libi,” ‘“ You are very pleafant,”
juoth the Lawyer. ¢ Nay,” quoth he, ¢ I have done,
¢ I loue Lawyers well, and hope to be a Sergeaunt my
< felfe, if I cold once get thorogh my Litleton; and 1
¢¢ tell you true in the bookesof herauldes that be pub-
¢¢ lithed, Sergeaunts be ranked but amongft Squires.”
¢¢ Farewell now, my good Lawyer; and I may
¢ chaunce to have a turne or twoe abought w’th an
¢ herald in this mattre, afwell as [ haue had w’th you,
¢ if I may light of a man of judgment and fkill in
¢ there pfeflion, as I heare fay fom of them are at
¢ this time ; and I will take a time to loke ouer the
¢ auntient Chronicles and Hiftories of our Nation,
¢ what they reporte of Knighthod, for I hope to finde
¢¢ there recorded, that Kinges haue honored there
¢ caldeft fonnes, and y'r greateft men whom y’u call
¢ pceres & magnates regni w'th the order of Knight-

¢ hod, as a great grace unto them. Adieu.”

THE
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