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THE ORDER

0 F T H E

ELEPHANT .

THIS , which is the rnoft illuftrious Order of Den¬
mark , was inftituted by Chriftian the Firft , on the
marriage of his fon John with Chriftina of Saxony , in
the year 1478 lince which time it has fubfifted without
interruption or degradation . It is now conferred only
on the Princes of the blood , foreign princes , or noble¬
men of the firft rank . The Knights of it are addrefled
by the title of Excellency . On ordinary occafions
they wear the badge of the Order pendent to a Iky blue
watered ribbon , worn fafh ways over the right ftioul -
der , and a ftar of eight points embroidered in filver
on the left fide of their outer garment . But on days
of ceremony they wear it pendent t6 a collar of gold
compofed of Elephants and towers alternately enamelled
Proper . The badge is an elephant , on his back a
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caftle all enamelled Proper , and on the fide of the Ele¬
phant a crofs of Danebrog in Diamonds . For the re -

• fentation of both badge and collar , fee plate 21 .
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D E N M A R K .

THE ORDER

O F

danebrog .

THE time of the firft inftitution of this Order is
uncertain , fome placing it in the firft age of the Da -
nifh monarchy , and others under Waldemar the lid ,
in the year 1219 , when they fay it was inftituted by
that Prince in commemoration of a miraculous ftandard ,
by means of which he gained a vidtory over the Livo¬
nians : however this may be it certainly became obfo -
lete , and was revived in the year 1671 by Chriftian the
Vth . The Knights were at its revival confined to a
certain number , but now they are numerous and not
limited to any . They wear on ordinary occafions the
badge of the Order pendent to a broad white watered
ribbon edged with red worn fcarf- ways over the right
fhoulder , and a filver ftar furmounted with the enfign
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of the Order embroidered on the right fide of their
outer garment . On days of ceremony they wear
the badge pendent to a collar which is compofed of
the letters W . C . alternately , each crowned with a
regal crown of Denmark ; between the letters a crofs
enamelled white , and in the C a figure 5 , the W al¬
luding to the inftitutor , and the C and 5 to the reviver
of the Order . The badge is a crofs Pattee enamelled
white , on the centre the letter C and 5 crowned with 3
regal crown , and this motto Reflitutor . See plate 22 .
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DENMARK .

THE ORDER

O F

fidelity ,

SOPHIA , confort of Chriftian Vlth , inftituted this
Order in the year 1732 ; during her life it continued to
flourifli , but on her death it was abolilhed , and only fuch
as fhe conferred it on are allowed to wear the enfign of
it . The badge of the Order was a liar of eight points
enamelled white , cantoned with rays of gold : on the
centre an Efcutchcon quarterly : firft and fourth ,
Gules , a lion rampant Or , fupporting a Danifh Axe
Argent ; fecond and third , Azure , an eagle difplayed
Or . It was worn pendent to a crimfon ribbon edged
with gold . See plate 23 .
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