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THE Emperor having extenfive dominions in Gei-
many, Italy, and the chhcrlaml as well as the King-
doms of Hungary and Bohemia, we have broug‘m‘: to-

gether under one head all the Orders of Knighthood,
Ehnt have been, or that now are, in any part of them;
with the origin and occafion rtu'i‘ their inftitutions ; thei

s}

ceremonies, habits, collars, badges, mottoes, ftars and
ribbons.

The fame plan is followed in cvery other kingdon
and ftate; arranging the countries, in alphabetica

11.._,

order.
As to the dates of the various
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differ : therefore we l*.:n‘:_' in this Work taken the ma-
= e ..1 - o Frge ! g 4 by
jority of the moft : ntic and approved writers,
without entering into a tedious \.um[o‘,u_VJ which
would exceed the hmits of a conci }“LL\_ﬂ, . But for
the fatisfaction of thofe who ' to confult the ma-
terials from which this hiftory is extracted, a lift of the
authors and 11:'"-1:.Li.-_‘;'il'a‘s 1s inferted at the end of the
Foreign Orders of Knighthood
- | J
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ORDO EQUESTRIS

GERMAN EMPIRE

THE Ordo Equeftris is of great antiquity, and highly
honourable, being compofed of perfons of the moft
ancient and illuftrious families of Germany, and in
point of rank takes place next to the Barons. Itis
fuppofed to have been derived from the Ordo Equefiris
in old Rome, which confifted of fuch as were Equites,
and ranked next to the Senate. The admiffion into this
Order 18, by Codicilli honorarii, or letters patent, of ho-
nour and ennoblement, under the great feal of the Em-
pire, wherein the perfon intended to be fo dignified is
by the Emperor named, conftituted, and declared, a
Knight of the Sacred Roman Empire, and directed to
be claffed in the fociety or body of thofe Eguites in

{uch
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fuch and the fame manner as if he had been born of
the Equeftrian Order. Thefe letters patent likewife
give him the full enjoyment of all honours; offices;
rights, privileges, liberties, and immunities, to which
as well all the other Knights of the Sacred Roman Em-
pire of the fame defceiit, as thofe created by word of
mouth, or the firoke of a fword, are in any wife enit-
tled ; together with a grant either of entire new arms,
or a confirmation of thofe therctofore borne by him
and his anceftors. 'They likewife contain an injunétion
to all Princes afid States holding of the j:lln'pirc, and 2
requeft to all others, to acknowledge the grantee as 2
member of the beforementioned body of Knights;
and make the dignity, title, privileges, and immunities,
{o granted, hereditary to all the children and defcen-
dants in a right line of the Grantee, both male and fe-
male. Formerly all thofe who were admitted into the
Orde Equeflris wore round their neck a golden chain
with a niedal pendent thereto, and which is ftill conti-
fhued to be painted on the helmet placed over each of
their coats of arms; but fince a great number of fo-
cial and regular Orders of Knighthood have been in-
troduced all over Europe, the chain hath in general
been laid afide, and is now only worn by the principal
officers of the diftrilts of the Empire belonging to
thofe Eguites, and where they are formed into corpo-
rations as a free flate, holding immediately of the
Emperor. Heré, however, it is neceffary to obferve,
that the imperial patent is not {ufficient to enable the

Grantee to belong to this body corporate, unlefs he

holds a fee of the Empire: on the contrary, with-

out fuch a holding, the patent gives him ‘only perfonal
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honour and precedency in courts of juflice and all
other places indifcriminately, and that free from all
hindrance or moleftation whatfoever. The Ordo Equef-
tris are not under any particular reftraint, or governed
by any laws, ftatutes, or ordinances, other than fuch
as concern the Empire in general. This title 1s he-
reditary to all the children and defcendants in a right
line of the Grantee, both male and female, and is en-

tirely patrimonial and feudal; a circumftance eluci-

Empire, already mentioned, @iz, That {ucl

cannot belong to the body corporate of the(

tris unlefs he holds a fee of the Empire ;

doth not hold {uch a fee, that he gains nothing fur-

ther by his patent than perfonal horour and precedency.
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GOLDEN FLEECE

THIS Order being more fully treated of in the
Orders of Knighthood in Spain, it is unneceflary to fay
any thing farther upon it here, than to obferve that, in-
L ftead of the number of Knights of it being unlimited as
is the cafe of that branch of it of which the King of
Spain is Sovereign, the branch of which the Emperor is
Sovereign is confined to-fifty one, the number appointed
by Charles the Fifth, In all other refpects the ftatutes
and collars of both branches are exaltly the fame.
For a fuller accopnt, fee GoLprn FLEECE in Spain.
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THE ORDER
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THIS Order was firft inftituted at Florence, in the
vear 1561, by Cofmo Di Medicis, and dedicated to St.
Stephen, on whofe feftival (thu 6th of _&un'uﬂ) he
gained a victory at Marciano. It was partly a M ilitary,
and I)L“.l'[]" a Religious Order, like that of I'\“L;il].[:’-_; but in
a thort time it fell into difrepute, and was at length en-
tirely difufed, But in May 1764, 1t was revived by
the late Emperor, and put on a refpeCtable footing.
The ftatutes and original conflitution are however in
a great degree changed. At prefent this Order confifts

of an hundred Knights, c:{cluﬁk‘c of the Sovereign, the

Princes of his L‘oml and Cardinals. Of thefe Knights
fifty wear the badge of the Order at the coat button-
}w._o pendant toa crimf{on watered ribbon. Thirty wear

it pendant to 2 broad crimfon watered ribbon, worn

N 3 fath-
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fath-ways over the right fhoulder; and twenty wear a
ftar of eight points, embroidered in filver on the left
fide of their outer garment. The firft clafs confifting
of fitty are ftyled fimply Knights of St. Stephen. The
{econd clafls, of thirty, are fiyled Knights Commanders.
And the third, confifting of twenty, are fiyled Knights
Grand Crofles, and addrefled by the title of Excellency.
The badge of the Order i1s a crofs of eight points ena-
melled red, and edged with gold ; and the collar a gold
¢hain, which however is only worn on the anniverfary
of the inftitution of the Order.

For both the badge and the collar of the Oxc
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ler of
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ot. Stephen, fee plate 8.
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MILITARY ORDER

MARIA THERESA,

IN June 1757 the Emprefs Queen inflituted this
Order; which was at firft compofed of an uhlimited
number of Kiights, divided into two claffes; tHe
firft of which wear the badge of the Order pendant
to a broad firiped watered ribbon, of which two
fifths are Dblack, and three fifths )-'c!low,. {aths
ways over the right fhoulder; and a crofs or ftar ems
broidered mn filver on the left breaft of their outer
garment. The fecond clafs wear the badge pendant
to a narrow ftriped ribbon at the button hole. This
order cenfinued thus from its firft inftitution until
the year 1763, when the prefent Empéror added an in-

N a termediate




[ 184 ]

termediate clafs, ftyled Knights Commanders, who weax
the ribbon fath-ways, but without any ftar onthe outer
garment. The badge of the Order is a crofs of gold
enamelled white, edged with gold, on the center are the
arms of Auftria encircled with the word Fortitudine,
and on thereverfe is a cypher of the letters M. T. F. ¥
in gold, on an cnamelled green ground. This Order
is conferred on military men only. (See plate g.)

¥ Which implies Maria Therefa Fundator.

AUSTRIA.
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THE time of the inftitution of this Order, which is
now extinét, is not precifely known, fome placing it in
the year 1190, under Frederick Barbaroffa, and others
half a century later under Frederick II. However
this may be, it was compofed only of German gen-
tlemen, who wore on the right breaft the badge of the
Order, viz. a patriarchal crofs, Gules, on 2 moun
Vert. St. Gerion, the patron of the Order, is {aid to
have fuffered martyrdom at Cologne, with 318 of his
companions. For the badge, fee plate 9.
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THE " ORDER

F T HE

BLOOD OF OUR SAVIOUR.

VINCENTIO Di Gonzaga Duke of Mantua inflis
ruted this Order in 1608, on the marriage of his fon
with Margaret of Savoy. It confifted of twenty Knights,
exclufive of the Sovereign, and it took its name from
three drops of the blood of Chrift, which are kept as
a relique in the Church of St. Andrew in Mantua. The
collar of it is compofed of golden ovals, extended {fome
in length, and fome in breadth, and interlaced with {mall
annulets : on one of thefe ovals, placed lengthways, 1s
raifed in white enamel the word Doemine; and on the
next, placed in the fame manner, the word probaft me 3
and {o alternately. On the other ovals are reprefented
flames of fire about a crucible filled with ingots of gold.

At the bottom of the collar is pendant an oval of

gold,
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[ 188 ]

on which are reprefented two Angels ftanding upri

ht,
holding between them a chalice crowned 3 on the table
of it are enamelled three drops of blood, and on the oval
this infeription, Nibil boc triffe recepto. (See plate 10.)
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ST. ANTHONY IN HAINAULT.

THIS Order was inftituted, in the year 1382, by Al-
bert of Bavaria, on his going on an expedition againit
the Sarafins, The enfign of it was a gold collar like a
Hermit’s girdle, to which hung a walking ftaff or crutch
and a little golden bell. See plate 11.
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ST. MICHAEL IN GERMANY.

THIS Order was inftituted at Mantua in the year
1618, and 1n 1619 it was received at Vienna-; but
though confirmed in 1624 by Pope Urban VIIL. it {foon
fell into difufe. 'The enfign of it was a crofs of eight
points, embroidered with blue filk and gold, on the
left fide of the mantle ; in the middle of it was the figure
of the Virgin Mary with:Chrift on her left arm, and a
fceptre n her right hand, crowned with twelve ftars
{urrounded with rays of the Sun, and a crefcent under
her feet, See plate 11,

AUSTRIA.
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51. GEORGE IN AUSTRIA.

FREDERICK III. Emperor of Germany inti-
tuted this Order in the year 1470, for the purpofe of
defending the frontiers of his hereditary dominions
againft the Turks, who harraflfed them about that time
with frequent invafions ; he and his fucceflors were en-
titled protectors of it, and a Grand Mafter of their ap-
pointment had the government of it, At firft this Or-
der was highly eftecemed, well encouraged, and per-
formed good fervices, but in lefs than 2 century it be-
gan to decline, and was at length entirely fet afide.
The Emperor Maximilian endeavoured in vain fome
time afterwards to revive and reftore itto its for-
mer {plendor. The badge was a crofs botonnee,
Red, encircled on the upper part with 2 ducal coronet,

Yor. . O Or,
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Or, and worn pendent from three chains of gold. The
feat of this Order was at Mildftad in Corinthia. For
the badge and collar of this Order; fee plate 12.

AUSTRIA.
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HONOR OF THE CROSS,

A CONFLAGRATION, which happencd at the
Emperor’s palace in the year 1668, wasthe occafion of
the foundation of this Order. A golden crofs, in which
were inclofed fome pieces of the wooden one en which
Chrift fuffered, was faid to have been miraculoufly
faved : to commemorate this event, the Emprefs Elea-
nora De Gonzaga eftablifhed this Order, and placed it
under the protection of the Virgin Mary and St. Jofeph.
The Emprefs is the Grand Miftrefs of the Order, and
none but ladies of quality of the Roman Catholic
religion can be admitted into it. The general aflem-
bly is held annually on the third of May, being the an-
niverfary of the inftitution. The badge of the Order

i o [ EE o iy - e 4 AT O fEo La
is a golden medal chafed and picrced; in the center
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the Imperial Fagle, over all a crofs furmounted with
¥

the letters I. H. S. and a {mall crofs over the letter
. with this mottoy Selus et Gloria. See plate 13.
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THIS Order was. inftituted by the Arc hdukes of
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T H'E. ORDER

NEIGHBOURLY LOVE

THE Emprefs Elizabeth Chriftiana inflituted this

Order at Vienna in the year 1708, It is for perfons of

both fexes and of noble families, The enfign of i

1s a red ribbon, to which hangs pendent on the lefi

breaft a golden crofs of eight points, with this motto

round the centre, Amor Proximi, and the middle ena-
melled red. The number of perfons that compofe

this Order is not limited. For the badge, {ce plate 16,

AUSTRIA,
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THE ORDER

DRAGON OVERTHRO W N.

THIS Order was inftituted, in the year 1418, by

the Emperor Sigifmund, for the purpofe of engaging

the nobility of the kingdom of Hungary to defend

1ts fronticrs againft the Turks. During his life it v-as
5 5

highly efteemed, but it declined after his death ; and

foon became obfolete.

The collar was compofed of double chains of
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THIS Order is faid to have been inftituted in Flan
ders by Salvius Brabo, of Brabant, about the year 500,
but very little is known relative to the Order, except
that the badge of it, was a {wan enamelled white,
on a green ground adorned with flowers, and that it
was worn at the breaft pendent to three chains of gold.
Having been upwards of one thoufand years extinct,
it is unneceffary to fay any thing farther upon it here

For the badge and collar, fee plate 18.







(

Y S o

¢







£ 207.)

AU SR R A

TIH.E OR D ER
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THIS Order was inftituted at the abbey of St.
Gall in Switzerland, by the Emperor Frederick IL. in
the year 1213. St. Urfus, being the patron of it, com.
municated his name to the fame; it flourithed from its
inftitution until the revolution, by which the Houfe of
Auftria loft the Swifs cantons, when it was abolithed.
The Order having been upwards of three centuries ex-
tinct, it is unneceflary to fay any thing farther upon it.
The collar was a gold chain, interlaced with oak
leaves, to which hung the figure of a black beer on a
medallion, having under it a hillock enamelled Vert,
See plate 1q.

AUSTRIA.













I - ) 1
i L, i
<=L <

P e 2, VU SUSERE M

TaHE SO KD £ K

m1

11 ] R A,
I 18 CHIC Ol

-

the inftitution of this Order is unce

. I = : y g Mottt el U e 1
tain, fome placing it under Conitantine the Great, and

et Ak

otiacrs, Wil Imorc under tie

P, P 2]

i~
3\ T 1 41y
11 o 1 101
'8

F iy K |

A Li A ia Lll=
" i

( i 31 - S

\ ik 1 Wy

{ ] - nll -
¥ . 1Y F

b Ld \ 1 [1C1 ¥ L l .l L -

- 1 1

x | o 3 3 . -~ x a

| il | N LS i 1 ) S X i
1 P o -
{ “ri oy - e =
L L \ (@ A% . . ~
! 1 P oo

) y f . T
| n, and t ompoled of en




[ z2ia -]

gold plates, richly chafed on the edges and enamelled
blue. On 14 of thefe plates, is the cypher X and P.
between the two capitals A and . On the centre
oval, which is edged with laurel leaves, the cypher
X. P. is placed on a crofs patonce, Red, edged gold,
having on its points the letters I, H, 8, V. See plate 20.

OF




" /’:(.7/,'/:77';(/' ;//;,r //}/ B¢







	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 173
	[Seite]
	Seite 175
	Seite 176
	Seite 177
	[Seite]
	Seite 179
	[Seite]
	Seite 181
	Seite 182
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 183
	Seite 184
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 185
	[Seite]
	Seite 187
	Seite 188
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 189
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 191
	[Seite]
	Seite 193
	Seite 194
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 195
	Seite 196
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 197
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 199
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 201
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 203
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 205
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 207
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite 209
	Seite 210
	[Seite]
	[Seite]

