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THF, MOST ANCIENT ORDER OF THE
THISTLE,

AS to theoriginal of this ancient Order, John Lefly

3ithop of Rofs, in his Hifory of Scotland, fays, it took
its beginning from a bllgﬁ- crofs in Heaven, in form
like that whereon St. Andrew the Apoftle fuffered mur-

tyrdom, which appeared to Achaius King of Scots, and
I;f;r;.r;;.r.f.f King of the Pidls, the night before the battle was
fought betwixt them and Athelflane King of England,
as they were on their knees at prayer; when St. An-
drew their tutelary Saint is faid alfo to have appeared,
and promifed to thefe Kings that they fhould always be
viGtorious when that fign appeared; and the next day
thefe Kings preyailing over King Athelftane in battle,
they went in folemn proceffion, barcfooted to the Kirk
of St. Andrew, to return thanks to God and his Apoftle
for their vitory, vowing that they and their pofterity
would ever bear the figure of that crofs in their enfigns
and banners ; the place where this battle was fought
retains to this day the name of Athelflane’s Ford in Nor-
thumberland,

James the Fifth King of Scotland, in 1534, 1 'L‘C'Cil"fd
the Order of the Golden Fleece from Charles V. Em-
peror, as alfo that of St. Michael from Francis L F\mg
of France in 1532, and that of the Garter in 1535,
from Henry VI King of England ; and in memory
of thefe Orders received, keeping open court, he fo-
lemmnized the feveral feafts of St. Andrew, the Golden

F ieece,
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I"leece, St. Michael, and St. George of England, that
the feveral Princes might know how much he honoured
their Orders; he fet the arms of the Princes (circled
with their Orders) over the gate of his palace at Lin-
lithgow, with the Order of St. Andrew.

About the time of the Reformation this Order was
fcarcely ufed, the Knights then being fo very zealous
for the Reformed religion, that they left their order ; and
it was not refumed till the reign of King James VII.,
whocreated eight Knights, and for their better regula-
tion figned a body of ftatutes*, and appointed the
royal chapel at Holyrood houfe, to be the Chapel of the
Oxder as it flill continues, (and by his dire€tion it was
repaired, having a fine Organ, with the Sovereign and
Knights brethren ftalls, and their refpe&tive banners
hung over them :) but in 1688 the misfortunes of his
reign preventing his compleating that noble defign, it
lay dormant till her late Majefty Queen Anne was
pleafed to fign another body of ftatutes, whereby it
was reftored to its ancient magnificence.

* Vide Nisbet’s Syftems of Heraldry, vol, I1. Ps 115,

StaTUTRS
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SparuTEs and OrpERs of the meft Ancient Order of
the TrisTLE, revived by her Majefty Anne by the
Grace of God, Queen of Scotland, England, France,
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Sovereign of the
{aid Order, for the better regulating the proceedings
and folemnities thereof in all the circumftances there-
unto belonging.

¢« IN the firft place, we think fit to continue the an-
¢ cient number of Knights, to wit, twelve brethren,
¢ with our felf the Sovereign of the faid moft noble
¢« QOrder, to be the precife number of that Order in all
¢ time coming.
¢ That the Sovereign’s habit be fuch as they fhall
think fit at any time hereafter to appoint. ~That the
¢ habit of the brethren of this Order, be a doublet and
s¢ crunk hofe of cloth of filver, ftockings of pearl co-
¢ Joured filk, with white leather fhoes; garters and
{hoe-ftrings of green and filver ; the breeches and
fleeves of the doublet decently garnithed with filver
and green ribbons ; a furcoat of purple velvet, lined
with white taffatta, girt about the middle with 2
purple fword belt, edged with gold, and a buckle of
gold, at which a fword with 2 gilted hilt, whereof
the thell is to be in the form of the badge of the
Order, and the pomel in the form of the Thifle, in
a fcabbard of purple velvet: over all which a mantle
or robe of green velvet, lined with white taffata, with
taffels of gold and green, upon the left fhoulder of
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which, in a field of gréen, St. Andrew the Apoftle his
image, bearing before him the crofs of his martyrdom
of filver embroidefed, wich a circle of gold round it
upon which the motto, Nemos me impune. laceffit in
letters of green; and at the lower part of it a
Thiille of gold and green, the flower redith ; about the
thoulder is to be worn the collar of the Or(iur, con-
fifting of Thiftles and {prigs of Rue going betwixt ;
at the middle of which, before, is to be hung the St.
Andrew of gold, enamelled white, or of diamonds con-
fifting of the number of thirteen juft, the crofs and fect
of St. Andrew refting upon a ground of green, ( fee
plate 4.) the collar to be tied to the fhoulder of the
robe, with white ribbons; upon their heads on days of
lolemn proceffion or feafting, where the Sovereign is
prefent, or has a commiflioner for that effect, they
are to wear (at the times of permiffion) a cap of black
velvet, faced up with a border of the fame, a little
divided before, wide and loofe in the crown, hava
ing a large plume of white feathers, with a black
egrit or heron’s tip in the middle of it, the borders
of the cap adorned with jewels.  That the jewel of
the faid Order is to be worn ar a green ribbon over the
left fhoulder, crois the body, and tied under the
right arm. - The jewel to have on the one fide the
image of St. Andrew, with the crofs before him ena-
melled as is above faid, or cuton ftone, enriched
with precious ftones round it; on the back of which
thall be enamelled a Thiftle of gold and green, the
flower reddifh with the before mentioned motto round

“it, the ground upon which the Thiftle is to be

“ donec
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¢« done fhall be enamelled green. That the medal of
¢t the Order be all gold, being the St. Andrew bear-
¢ ing before him the crofs of martyrdom, with acircle
¢¢ round, on which to be the motto of the Order, (fee
« plate 4.) and at the lower part of the circle between
¢ the joining of the words, a Thiftle, and to be wo.rn in
¢ a green ribbon as the jewel, at times when the jewel
é¢ is not worn.

«¢ That upon the left breaft of the coat and cloak, fhall
¢ be embroidered a badge of a proportionable bignefs,
¢ being St. Andrew’s crofs of filyer embroidery, with
¢ rays going out betwixt the points of the crofs, on the
¢ middle of which a thiftle of gold and green, upon 2
« field of green ; and round the Thiftle and field a circle
« of gold, having on it the motto of the Order in letters
¢ of Green. (See plate 4.) _

¢¢ That her Majefty and her royal fucceflors, Sove-
« reigns of the faid moft ancient and moft noble Order of
¢ the Thiftle, fhall in all time coming wear the faid |
«¢ Order, on the ribbon of the Order of the Garter,
¢ or otherwife in any manner that her Majefty fhall
¢ think fit, and fhall wear the collar of the faid !
¢¢ Order on the day of the feaft of St. Andrew, being |
‘¢ the jzoth of November yearly. !

¢¢ That the Knights brethren of the faid Order fhall
¢¢ wear their collars on all Collar days, wherever the So-
¢¢ vereign is, and within Scotland, by obligations, upon
¢¢ all days of publick folemnities, whether the Sovereign
¢ be there or not,

; ¢¢ That the collar days be the fame ordinary collar

“¢ days, now obferved by her Majefty. That the collar

¢ with
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““ with the St. Andrew belonging to it, and the medaf of
““the Order, given by her Majefty and fucceflors So-<
“ vereigns of the faid Order, to the Khnights brethren
«¢ thereof at their admiffion, be returned at their deaths
“ to the Sovereign.

““ The Order is to have agreat feal in the cuftody of
% the Chancellor thereof, having on the dexter fide St.
“¢ Andrew’s crofs, and on the finifter the arms of Great
“ Britain, as they are carried by us in Scotland, encir-
¢¢ cled with the collar of the Order, with the image of
*¢ 5t. Andrew hanging at it, with the motto of the Order
“ going round the feal. Onthe other fide the image of
“ St. Andrew, bearing a crofs before him, with a glory
round his head, written round, Magnum figillum anti-
“ qurffimi et nobiliffimi ordinis Cardui.

*¢ That there be a Secretary of the Order, to tranfmit
““ the Sovereign’s Orders to the Knights brethren, and
““ that he attend her royal perfon for that effect. He
{hall have, on days of folemnity, a mantle of green
fattin, lined with white; on the left fhoulder of
“ which the badge of St. Andrew’s Crofs; his ordinary
““ badge is to be hung in a chain of gold, being a
thiftle of gold and green, upon two pens crofled
faltire ways, with the motto round about it, and an
imperial crown upon the top. The Lion {hall have
robes and badges upon the thoulder, conform to the
“¢ Secretary ; in his hand his ftaff of office, and about
“ his neck his badge, with the St. Andrew turned out-
““ward. The Uther conform to the Secretary in all
“ things, except his badge, which is to be two {prigs
“of ruein form of S Andrew’s crofs Vert, upon a
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ground white, upon which a thiftle of gold; and
round, the motto, upon which an imperial crown :
and in his hand the batton of his office.

¢¢ Before any can be admitted to the moft noble Order
of the Thiftle, he muft be a Knight Batchelor.

¢« Here follows the form of the oath to be taken by
all, as thall be admitted into this Order as brethren.
e ] fhall fortify and defend the true Reformed Protefiant
religion, and Chriff's moft boly Evangel, to the utmoft of
my power. I fhall be loyal and true to my Sovereign
Lady the Queen, Sovereign of this moft ancient and o/t
noble Order of the thiftle. I fball maintain and defend
the flatutes, privileges, and henours of the faid Order.
“ [ fhail never bear any treafon about in my beart
againft our Sovereign Lady the Queen, but [ball difcover
the fame to ber. So belp me G O D.

¢« The oath being taken by the elect Knights, before
any whom the Sovereign fhall appoint, they may
a&ually wear the badge and other ornaments belong-
ing to the Order ; and in regard we have not as yet
named a perfon to be Chancellor of the faid Order,
and that there is no great feal belonging thereto, we
do therefore ordain that our fignet of the faid Order,
which is to be in the cuftody of our Secretary to the
faid Order, fhall ferve for any warrant or order that
we fhall think fit to grant or emit, for the no-
tinating any of the Knights brethren or officers, or
any other thing relating to the faid Order.

« The royal chapel of our palace of Holy-rood-
houfe, to be the chapel of the Order in time coming.
That no alteration of the habit, jewel, collar, badge,

Nare 1. K ¢ or
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$iD (€r grnaments L\.clu.'-'.ng'mg to the faid Order, or

“‘ of the uiing or wearing of them, be offered to her
L. L

€¢ Majefly
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¢ Ancient and moft Noble Order of the Thiftle, to pay

¢ the fees according to the above diftribution upon
¢ their being admitted to the faid Order. Given under
¢¢ gur royal hand, and fignet of the faid Order at our
¢ court of St, James’s the 29th day of O&ober, 1705,
and of our reign the fourth year. Thisis a true copy
¢t of the fatutes and orders figned by ‘her Majefty, ex-
¢¢ amined and compared with the originals by me,

¢« Davip NAIRY, Sec. nob. ord. Cardui.”

King George the Firft, on the 17th of Feb. 1714-15,
was pleafed to confirm the fratutes figned by Quecen
Anne, as above mentioned, with the addicion of {everal
more, amongft which, was that of adding rays of Glory
to furround the whole figure of St. Andrew which bhangs
at the collar ; and though from the time of the Refar-
mation to the year 1714-15, both elections and infial-
ments had been t!.i'l‘l'-'_;".".i-i.f‘..l with, his Majefty yvas gra-
cioufly pleafed to ordain for the future, that chapters of
olection fhould be held in his royal prefence; to which
end he ordered the great wardrobe toprovide the Knights
Brethren and officers of the Order, with {fuch mantles

The collar which the Knights cf St. Andrew we.

the day o " their rg'r;;:,*.-f faalt and

je orgin .?'_'r' ocedd -
fions, is made of gold, confifting of 4 and [prigs of
rue enamelled Vert (being the two ancier Jymbols of the
Scots and Pills) appendant to w Lich is the image of St.
indrew irradiated, bearing before bim, the crofs of bis

martyrdom. (See plate 4.)
Their habit 1s their left
breaft thereof is a Crofs lar of
four




: Jour points oll of filver, adorned with a green roundle
it bordered with gold, ;sz settered of the fame, containing
¢bts motta, Nemo me impune laceffic (o man provokes
' me without burt); and in the centre is a Thifile proper,
to which the motto alludes. (See plate 4.)
‘L'he ordinary fymbols worn by the Knights are the
i g ftar, which is embroidered on their left breaft. A green
ribbon over their left thoulder (like the Knights of the
Garter ); appendent to which is z4e image of St. Andrew
with bis crofs before him, in a circle of gold enamelled Vert,
with the motto of the Order. (See plate 4.)
I But fometimes they wear encircled after the fame
| manner a Thiftle crowned with an 11*311(11111 CrOWn.
Note, according to the flatutes of King James 1I.
the Knights Br hn n on their d;‘.:i!j_.' apparel, were
’ to wear the before mentioned image of St. Andrew, ap-

yendent to

LA 1L

a blue watered tabby ribbon, which by
Qucen Anne in 1708, was changed to green, as now
. ¢ L
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A LIST of the Knights Companions of the moft

-

Ancient Order of the Thiftle fince the revival by King
James 1I. in 1687,

Thofe markd with a * are the prefent Knights.

JAMES. IIL

James, Earl of Perth, June 6, 1687
George, Duke of Gordon, 6, 1637
James, Earl of Arran, —— 0, 1687
John, Marquis of Athol, — 6, 1687
Kennet, Earl of Seaforth, 6, 1687
John, Earl of Melfort, — 6, 1687
George, Earl of Dunbarton, — 6, 1637
Alexander, Earl of Murray, — 06, 1687

QUEEN ANNE.

John, Duke of Argyll, Feb. 7, 1703-4
John, Marquis of Athol, — 7, 1703-4
William, Marquis of Annandale — 7, 1703-4
James, Earlof Dalkeith — 7, 1703-4 i
George, Earl of Orkney, ~— 7, 1703-4 |
James, Earl of Seafield, — 7, 17034
William, Marquis of Lothian, Ott. 30, 1703
Charles, Earl of Orrery, ~— 30, 1705
John, Earl of Mar, Aug. 10, 1700
John, Earl of Loudon, — 10, 1706
John, Earl of Stair, March 25, 1710
David, Earl of Portmore, Jan. 17, 1712-13

K 3 GEORGE




John, Earl of Sutherland, June 22.' .14
William, Lord Cadogan,

16

22, 1 ’] D

Thomas, Earl of Haddington, March 1, 1716-17%
Charles, Earl of Tankerville, 28, 1720-21
Francis, Earl of Dalkeith, —— 2, 1%
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William, Earl of Effex, 2L lie ThY T

Alexander, Earl of Marchmont,
James, Duke of Hamilton
and Brandon, Sept. 235 1726

GE O RGEs I
Charles, Earl of Tankerville, May 1€, 1730

oF
Charles, Tarl of Moray, Dec. 10, 1971
v ! J
# Charles, Earl of Portmore Jan. 2, 172
~Alal Jay A ad] il ‘9 L.lﬂ. <y ],.-_.32
5 T - T gy 1 >
James, Duke of Athol, Feb. 11, 1733-4
X7 :| T e o o A y -.- :
William, Marquis of [ othian, =Ty 17334
SRR ol af N, : |
James, Earl of Morton, July 10, 1738
John, Earl of Bute, == fo, 174f
OE [0 ok 7 Wy
Charles, Larl of Hoptoun, ~— 10, 1748
1riiiFise tarl of Par ~ e T o= e
Auguftus, Earl of Berkeley, June 7, 1739
Tarmec | ;'1 f" LY -y pp i o
James, Earl of Moray, Feb. 23, 174001
T 1 Toee] SETY  fap
Jonn, 1arl ol }"i:\ ]1.:-'.!'1&.1, _fil:]:' 22, ]}*43
T xrvvrial Tl P I & | 1
-l'_"‘"":‘! Lall Q] ‘I'_ Il g VIATCN 2‘;’1 I:r'.-:‘;
Coimo, Duke of Gordo: ‘e] -
el [ 5 1 ILE O Ur( .LI\_.-‘I_Q ! €. !i'}, ]‘14?
FETMI, R i34
William, Karl of Dumfries, March 11
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Francis, Earl of Warwick,

Jobn, Earl of Rothes

-~ Gy oy o= = o LT g (P
James, T]u,-_r_. of Hanulton

and Bra ndon, Rl B y
5 et 0 670
7 1 ¥
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Charles, Lord Cathcart, April 13, 1703
# Willilam, Earl of March, now

Duke of Queentberry, e T e e
John, Duke of Argyll, Aug. 7, 1765
4 # Henry, Duke of Buccleugh, Dec. 23, 1767

John, Duke of Athel, e T [
% Frederick, Earl of Carlifle, — 213, 17067
William, Marquis of Lothian, Oct. 2
% David, Vifcount Storment, Nov. 23, 1768

John, Duke ni""'l%’.c_}.'-:.".uzagiz, — 22, 1

L
sk

Piince William-Henry, April 5, 1770
N is:h Earl of Rofeberry, March 4
Robert, Earl of Northington, Aug. 18, 177

Alexander, Duke of Gordon, Jan. Xy i1y

j 1
J
James, Earl of Galloway, Nov. 1, 1775 :
TET 11 m W P et e 2 g g S S L3 - ”
x\'l“.n'.:l_n.‘l_., 1\1..11.5|U.1.:Ui Lﬂ;a‘.-..'&-.?_. Ot 11, 17770
i

g iy (b5 o Rt o p A oA T 1 r +
Note. fince this lat mentioned revival, the Order
| 1 = ‘ 1 - .-. g-. 1 Fat 5 ] = 1
| hath continued to *._!uu_rrﬁ'u, without anv alteration being
’ - 5
1 ey Eed a.'. 14 iyl P
| madade, €itict 1 U 1€ CO ll- 11, DAl .L~ _-L".-_:__!, O motto.
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