BOOK THE SECOND—ACRE.

CHAPTER 1.

IMMEDIATELY after Richard’s departure, then at
the close of November, died Sir N, Gardi-

L

192

ner in Acre, and was succeeded by Sir
Daps, who may have reigned for some days in
January, but not longer, since a document shows

Sir  Godfrey de Duisson, Grand Master in 1195
e

January, 1193, which completely agrees
with that letter in April,? which contains no al-
lusion to recent promotion. Of Daps nothing is
known; nor if he did anything during his short
reign. It is only reverence for former historians
(a sort of prescription) which gives him a right
to be placed in that post at all; for not a scrap of
documentary evidence names him.?

! Cod. Dipl. Geros. Numi. clxxiil.—Appendix, xlviii.—DBosio

writes I’Aps, Sir Esmengard I’ Aps, lib. vii,

# Bib. Crois,, iii. 302.—Appendix, xlix.

Seb. Paoli : Serie, 1. 340
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Daps is said by some to have been an English-
man, but upon no sufficient authority. It may
seem ridiculously minute, but there must have
been many English. But as the order’s historians
have been nearly all foreigners, these names are
translated or ill spelt; so as to have been too
difficult to discover even formerly, and now lm-
possible. Yet many old English names have in
themselves proof of a Palestine origin, as D’Acre.
England was much more connected with the Con-
tinent then than in Bonaparte’s time.—Dbut you so
often speak to us of those documents as certain.
Are they quite so? Are you very sure of 17—
Why, yes, quite ! as certain as :m:,‘thil'l:_;' human.—
How? Might they not have been forged I Nol—
Have not similar forgeries been?— Nol never !
For these only regard individuals and things of
little importance to any except private interests,
and each of them has been sifted and resifted
thousands of times, and they all agree with each
other, as well as with whatever is extant of like
validity. They are neither historical nor political,
but only the solid basis on which history may be
raised. History must cover far wider ground,
and embrace within itself not only much that is
highly probable, and from coincidences acquires a

moral certainty or nearly, and some p:u"ricnl:n‘;
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of more or less truth, or perhaps doubtful; but
also a few quite incredible in themselves, but yet
with this of verity, that they express the way of
thinking of that time. Then these documents may
be relied on blindly as far as they go, and that is
not far, save dates and small contracts and con-
cerns of no general value. But they may be used
as a test with regard to others that are. What
is in contradiction with them, in even so minor
a point as date or place, must be apocryphal or
necessarily be false. They are the cross-exami-
nations of a lawyer.

Ibn-Alatir’s observation, that the founder of an
empire has scarcely in any instance been succeeded
by his children, for that he probably lies under
pollution of blood, which, however necessarily shed
or legitimately, cannot but be displeasing to the
Eternal—so that ambition is punished even in this
life

who leaving seventeen sons and one daughter, these

is applied by many Moslems to Saladin himself;

and his turbaned emirs cut up his inheritance into
a number of small states, and conducted them-
selves so 1ll, that Safadin was 1n a manner forced
to become Sultan of Egypt and Damascus; and
ended by concentrating in himself and transmitting

to his own children the entire possessions of his

mighty brother, with the single exception of
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70 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF  [BOOK I

Aleppo, which small angle one of his sons con-
trived to keep. Had Saladin left a will, it might ,
perhaps have been otherwise; but he died intestate, |
and the natural consequence was confusion.! He

' was but fifty-seven when he died.?

| Far from indifference in religion and doubt, as
is pretended, Saladin, after having lain senseless
three days, at the imam who assisted his last
moments coming to the line, which he read with
solemn strength, “ God is Omnipotent!” “It is true
it is true,” cried the Soldan, springing up; and then
fell back and expired.® He was sincerely attached
to his creed, and tenderly loving his children,
brought them up in the same principles; yet he
left no will to regulate the succession;* forgotten
it perhaps, as what appeared to him so trifling a
matter, in the magnitude of his dying thoughts.
singularly affectionate in his domestic relations,
a trait is related of him that resembles what the
French relate of Henry the Fourth.. His private
secretary recounts that, on the conclusion of peace
a little before his death, some ambassadors present-
ing themselves for audience, when he was employed
| in playing with his youngest child, who astonished
to see men with their beards cut, and short hair,

Arab. Chron., 376, 382. 2 Id., 83863.

id.,

367.
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and in clothes different from what he was accus-
tomed to see, began crying; on this the soldan
begged the ambassadors to excuse him, and put off
their business to the next day.'

But in addition to what was said already, it is
proper to take a further review of Acre; for it
must now be for a period what Malta has since
been, the sovereign dominion and chief residence of
the order; though a fief of Jerusalem, as that
other of Sicily; and therefore called for the future
not simply Acre, but St. John’s Acre, St Jean
d’Acre. At the foot of Carmel, its shelter to the
south, and Thabor within sight—seated on the sea,
commanding the whole line of coast from Egypt to
Asia Minor—not far from the celestial Nile, nor
from the king of rivers, Euphrates; emporium not
only of Palestine and Syria, but also what
Alexandria had been before it, and was to be after
it, chief transit between the Oriental countries and
Europe, whether vid Pisa, or Genoa, or Naples, or
Venice, termination of the tongue of that beautiful
and renowned plain that runs northward all along
the shores between it and Libanus, and leaving the
cedars, crosses to Mount Taurus, and returning to
Caiphas stretches east to where our Saviour passed

I Arab. Chron., 365.
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72 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF [BOOK 1.

his boyhood, and where He pronounced His divinest

discourse, and to the lake whose waters He trod,

and Jordan and stern Judea’s hills :—with so grand
a situation, whether considered materially, relative
to commerce and landscape, or morally from its
historic and sacred recollections, Acre could not
well but be one of the richest, most populous, and
most agreeable cities of the whole world.! And "
though it had more than once been partially razed,
[ 1t had always been rebuilt with increasing mag-
nificence. If the Moslems had been its masters twice,
yet they had not been long so either time, and
treated it on both occasions with unusual respect;
and the Franks being always lords of the sea, Acre
was on the skirts of Europe, and enjoyed complete

security in that direction. And if it was con-

tinually menaced, yet what foe approached close
enough to injure its suburban districts? That
could be only in a regular siege; rare misfortune,
to which all cities are liable, and six years had
scarcely elapsed since its taking in the third crusade,
when its houses had been greatly embellished, and
many of them re-erected, for which the not distant
hills yielded a white stone nearly equal to the finest
marble. Nor had those huge armies been unattended

1 Michaud: Hist. des Crois., v. 119.—Commeri Chron.—Bib.

Crois., 1i1. 135.
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with considerable compensation, for they had im-

orted and spent immense treasures. and. with all
. I , ;

their doleful memorials, left also much wealth of

every kind behind them, and refinements and
fashions, and usages, from the best of every land over
the civilised globe; and that long fallow and those
tremendous slaughters had rendered its fertile plain
more fertile than ever; so that with a gayer and
more vivid vegetation than before, it lay in a laby-
rinth of villas and gardens. The roofs were flat,with
terraces ; so that you could go from one end of the
city to the other in an uninterrupted walk on the
same level, without descending into the street, as
is partially the case in Aleppo even now; and the
streets were wide for the Levant, which might be
worse respecting sun, but gave air, and above all
was better for riders, and all knights went then on
horseback as universally as the Turks now. The
whiteness of the cut stone houses, those marble
terraces ornamented with jars of orange and lemon
trees and flowers, the universal practice of glass
windows, then a singularity everywhere else, with-
out excepting London or Paris of that day (which
is certain), but even of the present, which may be
doubtful

paintings decorating the interior of the
principal houses, the gilded cupolas, domes, mina-

rets, steeples standing out {rom the brightness of the
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74 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF | BOOK I

green and sparkling waters for horizon on one
side, and on the other those gorgeous mountains,
presented a most impressive view whether you
approached Acre by land or sea. The population
was usually calculated at one hundred and fifty
thousand, a third more than Jerusalem. Acre was
by far the gayest and most fashionable place then
in existence. It had no duties, nor, it would
appear, any other taxes than a very small capitation
and an easy land tax. DBut the tithes were rather
heavy, as were the feudal obligations on knights
and large proprietors. Altogether these were the
bright features which had, for counterpart, the want
of order in the legislation. There are said to have
been seventeen jurisdictions for various nations,
each of which pretended to be governed by its own
code—Venetians living exclusively in one street,
(Genoese in the next, Pisans, Templars, Syrians, and
so on ; most of those having acquired their rights long
previous to the Hospitallers’ reign there. Indeed
Venetians, Pisans, and Genoese, date by treaties
from the first crusade, nor could Richard have
given away what did not belong to him; nor did
he pretend to conquer, but only restore, and Acre
had been a fief of Jerusalem, and those Franks had
title deeds that derived from former Kings of

Jerusalem; but the Hospitallers, having much of
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the republican in their own constitution, did not
dislike this. Gerard, when he had to choose, did
not choose a monarchy, but a sort of common-
wealth, with a Moderator or President, with only
one vote more than any other knight of the order.
Indeed it was but conforming to the Norman
fashion, for the first Normans established a military
republic in Puglia; and, if they afterwards became
royal, it was to follow the taste they found there;
they only did not resist the temptation, but they
had brought other usages. The Normans per-
mitted, as an exception, the use of force as to what
they considered their right to visit the Holy
Sepulchre as often as they pleased. Their desire
to go there might be religious, but to impede them
was an attack on their liberty; and would be, had
the Moslems been Christians. The holy war was
then (at least at its best, the first crusade) not so
much a war against Mahometanism as against
tyranny; and rather defensive, than agoressive.
So in strict neutrality between Christians, the
order were anly keeping to Norman prineiples, never
to use force in matters of mere belief,

The Hospitallers perhaps gave the example for
the Italian republics. It is not hard to credit
that the reins of government were loose in Acre

]

—too loose. Times of great trouble, as a slege,
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might unite; but even then, to have taken such

habits of independence must have been injurious to

soldierly

mixture

discipline. The bad had its good also—

as in all human things. Many of the

most illustrious rank chose Acre for habitual resi-

dence.

So that at one time twenty crowned heads

lived there, and kept up stately and splendid es-

tablishments and courts. Not ex-sovereigns, but

rich and potent masters of far-off realms. There

were the three military orders, and grandees of

every country. And beside these residents, there

were always Emperors of Germany, or Kings of

France, Sicily, England, Spain, Portugal, Denmark,
7 o o C O

as well

as troops from all those parts. Fhere

were a great number of stately palaces; and we

have seen that even before the Christians took it,

King Guy, foreseeing it would be soon theirs, had

ve

-
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spot to the Hospitallers to erect a wide

gate to theirXenodochia, and a square 1n front, as to

increase their hospital to be worthy of the one they

had left in Jerusalem.

The order having become sovereign, their hos-

pital was no longer restricted to the crusaders alone,

but received Moslems also, or any one whatever.

The flimsiest disguise, if even that was requisite,

sufficed.

very possible ; but, on another it is scarcely so—

So, on that score, the current story is
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Saladin’s death in March.! But he was so astonish-
ing a person, that it is hard to say what he could
not do. Who durst deny but in the short space of
a few months, it is barely possible that what is
told he may have executed, during some military
recognisance into the immediate vicinity of that
town, before his mortal sickness? At all events the
rumour shows the public opinion at that time.
“ Master Saladin, King of Babylon, who commanded
over thirty kings, having heard surprising matters
of the hospital at Acre, determined on taking a
stick, and piece of old carpet for cloak, fumbling it
round him as well as he could, and came straight
to Acre, feigning grievous sickness; and hobbling,
inquired whether, for the love of God, they could
lodge him. On which he was received at once, and
invited to lie down at his ease, and a little after,
asked what he wished to eat. He who desired to
be thought sick, declared he did not care for eating,
but for God’s sake to allow him to repose, as being
very tired, and that he had long wished to die, so
they let him sleep all that day and night. The
next day the infirmarians asked what he would eat,
but he assured them that not only he did not wish

to eat, but could not. ¢Friend, replied the in-

I Appendix, Num. xlix.
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firmarian, ‘eat; for, unless you eat, you cannot

ive long.’ But Saladin remained two days and
nights without bit or sup. Then the chief infir-
marian returned to say, ¢ My dear friend, you must .
really take something to eat; for, otherwise, we
should be much blamed, and my superiors would
say you died here of starvation.’ ‘My lord,’
replied Saladin, ¢ I believe I shall never eat again in

i
[

all my life, and it is far better for me to die, since
the only thing I could eat, and desire intensely, it is
madness even to name.” ‘Oh, as for that, swectest
brother, do not hesitate in the least, for the estab-
lished law in this house is to use the very extreme
of charity. A sick man, here, is given everything
he fancies, if gold can buy it; so, ask for whatever

your warmest fancy demands, and be assured of it

yvou shall have it.” On which Saladin determined to

ask: ¢Then I wish for the right foot of Moriel,
your grand master’s favourite horse, and that it be
cut off here in my presence, or I'll never eat a
morsel more; so now you have my desire; see if it
be not preferable I die; for I am but a poor man,
and that beast is very valuable; the grand master
would not take a thousand bezants of gold for him,
they say.” Then the chief infirmarian went and
told it all to the grand master, who reflected a

2

little, and could not imagine how such a strange
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desire could come into the head of a sick person.
“ However, since it is so, take my horse,’ replied
he to the infirmarian. ¢ Better that all my horses
were dead, than a man; and, besides, we should be
reproached with it for ever!” So the horse was led
out, and thrown down alongside Saladin’s bed, and
tethered close, and a groom got ready, and having
armed himself with a large hatchet and a small
block of wood, ¢ Which foot is it,” said he, ¢ which
the sick man wishes for?’ Whereat he was told
the right fore-foot ; and he took the wooden block,
and put it under that foot, and raised the hatchet
with both his hands to strike with more force, on

which Saladin cried, ¢ Hold ! for my desire is satis-

fied; and I would be contented now with a good

slice of mutton.” So Moriel was loosed and led back
to the stable. And the grand master was vastly
pleased, and all the brethren too. And the sick
man ate and drank well, for he had fasted for four
days, and then taking his cloak and stick, he thanked
the infirmarians for all the honour and courtesy he
had received, and returned to his own land; nor
forgot to write a charter, which he sealed with his
seal, to this purpose in substance: ‘Let all know
that I Saladin, Soldan of Babylon, leave and
bequeath in perpetuity to the Hospital of Acre one

thousand bezants of gold every year, on St. John

..
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the Baptist's day, to buy sheets, and secure said sum
on my rent-roll of Babylon ; and expressly desire
that in all wars between Saracens and Christians,
this continue to be paid the same, and sent to the
grand master, whoever he be; and that it is in
gratitude for the wonderful charity of his order.’”’

Margat® is a clear proof of what I have stated
already, that the stories of dissensions between
Templars and Hospitallers are likely to have been

inventions of malignant idlers, to which neither of

the parties themselves attended much. There could
I

never have been any dispute between them con-
cerning Margat; for the Templars knew just as well
as the Hospitallers themselves, that given to these
latter it had been years before by a regular deed of
oift or sale, and with a whole cloud of witnesses
among whom the Bishop of Valence, the Prince of
Antioch, &ec., &e., in date of 1186;® and was a fief
of the Massocrians— Castrum munitissimum Marga-
tum quod fuit Hospitalis.* Were the information of
Mathew Paris perfectly correct, that the Templars

had become enormously richer than the Hospitallers,

! MS. du Roi de France, Num. 454.—Bib. Crois., iii. 341.

¢ Michaud : Hist., iii. 12.

% Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. Ixxvii.,, vol. i. 77.—Seb. Paoli

:‘nl‘[[:’fil_‘ Geograf., i. 1:_}-'3.—J".plht‘tlllll:\'_, 1.

Sanuti: lib, 1. 14.
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these might perhaps have been goaded on to see
with some displeasure their own children put over
their heads; but indeed it was not so, and other
chroniclers of that time say the direct contrary.
The fact is, that neither orders had time for such
squabbles; and it was those who hated both who
tried to play them off against each other, and alas!
had too quickly their intent regarding one. But
all that is childish now.

Great warriors were lost in those holy wars, and
Mahometanism survived. Frederick I. was held
quite as valiant and as able a soldier as Alexander
the Great; and they appeared on nearly the same
scene. One conquered the Sultan, the other Darius;
why then so different a result? Frederick had an
established religion against him, Alexander not ;
but an established religion is what is hardest to
vanquish.'

In 1193, another Bohemond becomes an aggre-
gated member of the order by election;* and a new
Pope confirms what his predecessors had said, parti-
cularly respecting the Hospitalleresses in Spain— his
Holiness praising them as no doubt they deserved;’

1 Suabian Chron.—Bib. Crois., iii. 184.

2 (Confrater factus sum 8. Domtis Hospitalis. Cod. Dipl. Geros,,
Num. Ixxx., i. 86.
3 (Cod. Dipl.

Num. li.

Geros,, Num. =xxxiv., i. 813.—Appendix,

VOL. 1L
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but he does not mention what tradition adds, that
they each had to hold a little silver sceptre in their
hand during divine service, to remind them that
some of their sisterhood had been queens; mnor
avows that it was contrary to the ancient custom
of the order that they should be thus shut up like
{{g4 Duns. Of Ceeurde Lion’snephew, Harry Count
Palatine of Troyes (or Champagne), we have
a deed of gift, less remarkable for his not entitling
himself sovereign for the property in Acre, than for
his care to mention his wife, in whose right he could
pretend to royalty.”

But early in the next year is a letter from the
grand master to the prior of his knights in England,

oL in which he relates the shipwreck of several
24 noble gentlemen of his order, the sore famine
in Egypt, where that river of paradise had not over-

flowed, the menaces of Safadin, and worse still, the

forlorn state of their house in Sicily, from its having

been sacked by Germans and others; so that their

knights were obliged to leave it ; nor was it possi-

ble for it to assist the Holy Land ; ¢ Wherefore, my

good brother, we entreat of you to send us all you

can by the very earliest opportunity in March, for

we are heavily in debt, and you know what loads
! Vertot: ii. 301.—Bosio.

2

2 (Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. Ixxxi., i,, 87.—Appendix, lii.
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of money and provisions of every kind are neces-
sary to maintain our garrisons and armies; and it
is but with these that we can hope any respite from
the Moslem. Fearfully monstrous is our expen-
diture. But our frust is in God.” How tender is
the command “good brother!” But it is only a fair
specimen of the order’s affectionate fraternization !
Next comes a deed from the Empress Constance,
confirmatory of all her ancestors had done for the
order, and executed in Palermo.? Ceeur de Lion’s truce
having been renewed by mutual accord of the parties,
was broken by some Franks headed by Valeran
de Limbourg, son of the Duke of Ardennes, 1197
without the knowledge of Henry, England’s
nephew,” to the great detriment of the Christians
of the land; for the Paynim, in reprisal, marched
against those of Jaffa, and slew five thousand of
them. And unfortunate Henry, who had gone
thither, and returned to Acre, anxiously to pre-

pare for inevitable war, whether in washing his

hands, he backed and fell from the window, as the
servant held a basin of water, or in rising

by night, for whatever purpose, or in the s
! Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. xxxviii., i. 317.—Bosio.—Ap-
pendix, 1.
2 Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. clxxxv., i. 228.
8 Michand : Hist., iii. 24.
* Lamberti Parvi: Chron.—Bib. Crois., i, 334.
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morning, while looking out from a terrace on his

troops filing past, or in the portico, had a sudden

apopletic stroke :! however it was, he was killed.
Another Henry, Duke of Lorraine and Brabant,

succeeded;? but in two or three months to be

| superseded by the defunct’s widow taking a new

husband—Almeric, who had followed his brother ,
Guy, on the throne of Cyprus, and now married
Isabella, by the Grand Master of the Hospitallers’

-,: means, and in her right became titular King of

Jerusalem, which he hastened to authenticate by a
deed, dated Tyre, in August, 1198.° Almeric is
represented to be a good wise man by the Moslems
themselves;* which, and the Pope's eulogy, is no
contradiction to the same Pope’s blame of the
patriarch, for having connived at a woman’s taking a

fourth husband while her first one was still alive.’

And, what was of more consequence, a fruce

was again assented to, by the Moslems, for six years

six months and six days, permitting the Christians

a free passage to and from the Sepulchre, Jordan,

1 Bib. Crois., iii, 284.—Arnold de Lubeck : Chron. 4.
2 Tamberti Parvi: Chron.—Bib. Crois., 1. 334,

3 (Cod. Dipl. Geros, Num. elxxxix.—Appendix, liil.
1 Arab. Chron., 381,

5 Heb. Paoli: BStoriche, 1. 376.

497,

Muratori.—DBib. Crois.,

ii.
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and the other sacred places.' And in the very end
of that same year, is a bull of Innocent IIIL., rve-
questing of the Hospitallers to defend Cyprus,
whose king they had themselves elected to Jeru-
salem, and to defend him and his island as cordially
as Palestine itself.’

Beautiful —which law papers rarely are—is the
deed by which a lady of Holy Land certifies she has
become a sister of the order, with her hus- 1901
band’s consent, without calumny, without
revocation, without contradiction.®

Nor could De Duisson have died earlier than the
last days of 1201 ('Vertot mistakes much), as docu-
mentary proof shows, and in 1202, he was suc-
ceeded by Sir Alphonso, of the royal family of 1902
Portugal (probably son of Alphonso I.),who =~
being very austere at the expenditure, called a
chapter in cloaks* for some minute and ill-timed
reforms, where, not considering it compatible with
his own dignity, he had a proposal made by another,
to whom a younger knight having replied sharply,
that it would render harder what was already hard,

that no officer could ever do with one horse—at least

1 Reiner : Chron —Bib. Crois., 1. 334.

Cod. Dipl. Geros., Bolla iii., i. 270.
3 TId., Num. lxxxvi,, 1. E!l_—_.-\mn,-n-'[[};, liv.
Bosio :—Appendix, Num. xxxvi.—Seh. Paoli: Serie, 1. 340,
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not the Hospitallers, in continual dangers and

exertion of every sort, the warm debate was closed

by one of their best veterans standing up, and

reverently laying back his hood thus calmly : ¢ Were
the regulations from our Grand Master, and my
opinion unfavourable to them, I should hesitate to
interfere ; but, as I am decidedly in their favour, I
permit myself to express it, because this peace is
propitious to grave proceedings, as our very con-

' |

versation in this hall attests; for the sanguinary
Marchtoub once commanded here in the name of
the law of Mahomet, whereas Ceeur de Lion drove
off the Saracens for ever; and if three of the best
horses were not then enough to enable me to fulfil
my various duties, but I was often obliged to
borrow a fourth, and on one pressing occasion, in
the battle near Antioch, a fifth—that was a period
of war, and very different from what we see at
present.”

And when le sat down, the turcopolier rose
smiling, “and now let every one of you judge
by what he has just heard, and give his vote with-
out our losing more time in vain discourse.” And
the sequel was that Alphonso abdicated and returned
to Lisbon, and it is said died badly, after having
taken a prominent part in some revolutionary

attempt. And on his tombstone in that country
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was inscribed, *“ Anno 1245, Kalend. Martii, obiit

Alfonsus, Magister Hospitalis Hierusalem.”!

Any considerable diversity of opinion in their

chapters, or among themselves or with those of

the Temple or others, is not so much to be con-
sidered a passing burst or exception, as indeed a
radical consequence of the republican spirit
kneaded up with the first principles of the Hos-
pitallers from the very beginning; which however
excellent, still share in the nature of all human
things, and have some defects amalgamated with
their excellencies. If, as a commonwealth, each
individual took an intense and personal interest in
every proposal, that exclusiveness easily during in-
tervals of armistice degenerated into disputes in their
own body and a facility to offend their neighbours.
It was only in war and the execution of their de-
cisiong, that much of the dictatorial power entered.
There are few or, I believe, no instances of dis-
obedience, or even the smallest hesitation to obey
on the field of battle in the fine times of the order;
but very many of the fullest exertion of the power
of a most rigid dictator by whoever happened to be
their grand master, from whom all authority was
then derived.

1 :‘\I-l_'l.'r_ I‘;ll_lli X
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That Sir Godfrey Lo Rath did not succeed till
1905 1205 (though Vertot like the rest has 1195)

i 15 clear from the document of December,
1204, in which Alphonso was still the reigning Grand
Master.!

Butif the fourth crusade took place earlier about
a year, yet as a war between Roman and Greek
Christians, the order had nothing to do with it, but
kept true to its neutrality between all such; execept
that individual Templars and Hospitallers went to
Greece also, for it was the land of glory;® nor either
then nor ever could the grand master prevent
individual knights from taking what side they
pleased; nor, though the order had a priory and
much property at Constantinople, did its banner
ever fly there, although it had scarce a member
but had near relatives amongst those Franks, and
they had certainly its sympathies and names that
were very dear to it, and reminded it of its own
Norman descent, and its earliest protectors and
friends, and its founder, and all his glorious race.
Nor is it surprising it exulted when a Baldwin was
elected Emperor of Constantinople, and testified
his singular esteem by sending it, as proof of his
victory, the chain he had to break, to reach the

! Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. lxxxvii., i. 92.—Appendix, I.

# Michaud : Hist., i1, 210.
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Golden Horn, and the gates of that celebrated
Byzantium,'! and likewise a deed in aid of jts
exchequer,’— the fourth part of his own private
estate (the Duchy of Neocast)—and therefore the
surer and more expressive of his warm friendship;
no crown property, but entirely his own. Yet
there was a person, who paid for so much glory
with her life—his wedded spouse, his faithful and
affectionate Margaret, who had preceded her
husband to Acre to join him there on their way to
Jerusalem, and whose gratification for his sake at
his attainment of what she knew was the object of
his ambition, that immensity of joy killed her. What
brought out the chain and gates under orders to
return with their young and lovely sovereign, ex-
pected with such ardour, as the fittest to preside at
the coronation festivities she was to share—alas !

that ship returned with no living empress, but

her corpse—sad presage of what was brewing (in the
not far clouds) for Baldwin himself.® About the same
time there were various scourges of earthquakes and
plague and famine in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria.
More than two thousand Christians were buried
in one day at Acre of plague.* The ground rolled

I Michaud : Hist., 111. 121, 210.

¥ Cod. Dipl. Geros.,, Num. lxxxviii., i. 95.—Appendix, lvi.

8 Michaud : Hist., iii. 211.—Vertot : iii. 360.

2 ks Id., 154.
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about, like the rising and falling of a bird’s wings, *

and devastated what remained of the antique in the
Holy Land, Baalbee, and many places round Leba-
non (whose mountains opened and descended), and
much of Damascus, Tyre, Tripoli, and other towns;
and the walls of Acre, and even the very palace
where the King of Jerusalem was staying; so that
the monies raised in Europe for the crusade had to
be laid out in rebuilding the walls of Acre.? The
state of affairs could not be pleasing for people that
loved quiet—every one making war ad lLibituin—
—even the poet Saadi for awhile in prison, and
condemned to work like a galley slave. Though
Aleppo was at peace with Jerusalem, the Christians
of Antioch were at open war with Saracen Hamah;
so, as Almeric liked quiet, he thought it best to
come and die at Acre.” Isabella is once more free.
Will she take her a fifth husband? John de
Brienne took heed of that, for disembarking at
Acre with only three hundred horse and eighty
thousand livres (half from the King of France, and
the other half from the Pope) he was received with

great pomp and married to her daughter, and in

her right became King of Jerusalem—at least to
the Latins, for the Moslems called him King of

Michaud : Hist., 1. 255. 3 Td.: Id., 256,
Id. : : 258,
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Acre.!  And these besieging Tripoli and threatening
Acre, the new king marched out and made his

O

valour be admired on the field of battle. Still he

had no other than that shadow of feudal superiority,

and no army to defend it.> That most shameful of

crusades (with which, thank Heaven, the order had
nothing to do), that against the Albigeois, in every
sense belonged to Europe, and “ from their perse-
cution,” says the French historian, “ came the In-
quisition, that disgrace to humanity, religion, and
our country.” I am glad to copy that fervent
Catholic’s words. 'What has been said about the
earthquakes, is by some referred to May, 1202 ;
but such dates are uncertain, and let me observe
once for all, that it is only the chronology in the
margin that can pretend to documentary certainty,
while that in the text is only extremely probable.
But not only Godfrey Lo Rath was Grand Master
in 1205, immediately on Alphonso’s abdication, as
has been shown, but also we have a deed of his the
year next following which even Seb. Paoli 1906
seems not to have read with attention,
probably from its coming too late.* And the same
grand master was living in May of 1207 (though

I Michaud : Hist., 1ii. 260.—Arab. Chron., 379.
2 Id. : Id., 266. 3 Michaud : Hist., iii. 271.

* Cod. Dipl, Geros., Num. clxxv., i. 217. —Appendix, Ivii.
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others say he died in 1206), not only because there
1907 12 a deed wherein one of the witnesses is his

2 successor, still marshal, as Paoli rightly
says,’ but likewise, as I remark, because Lo Rath
is himself mentioned, though the name be ill
printed Lirath in one word, instead of two; and
still more, that in another contract of 1207, he signs
to it in full, Lo Rath, Master of the Hospitallers,
and writes the name correctly with his own hand.
Amongst this document’s witnesses (the alii plures
of the Appendix), is Hugo de Burin, which no doubt
means Byron); so the late lord (the poet) was not
wrong in thinking he had ancestors in the crusades.”
And in another document of that same year, T read
among the witnesses Y¥rater Galfridus Lo Rath.?
Lo Rath,* after exerting his insinuating manners
1908 by being a peace-maker, as became his age,

~ between the Armenian and Antioch, died in
1208, and his successor as grand master was one
who until then had been marshal, Sir Gawen de
Montacute,® whom Vertot unhesitatingly dubs Mon-

taign,® and that he was a French gentleman. And

1 Cod. Dipl, Geros., Num. xci., i. 95.—Appendix, lix.
2 Id.. Num. xc., 1. 94.—Appendix, lviii.
Id., Num. x., of the Giunta, i. 289.—Ap-
pendix, Ixxxv.
4 Is not Lo! Rath! ..\Il;;‘]u—.“;'uxnn ¥ Hoere! f;.'r‘flﬂ,’ onel.

5 Seb. Paoli ;: Serie, 1. 341. 6 Vertot: 111. 367.
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Bosio and even Seb, Paoli concur; but he it ob-
served that, according to Lodge' and Sir Harris
Nicolas,” the Montacute was an old English family
i 1168, earlier than the period we are treating of,
and that they did not take the name of Montaigu
until two centuries later, when they merged in the
Nevils and old Earls of Salisbury ; so that, until the
contrary be decided by greater authorities (and the
historians of the order cite none), I must certainly
vindicate the claim of England to the Grand Master
Montacute, and that he was no further a French-
man than that his ancestors had been Normans.
But at that time, if the Montaigus belonged to
Auvergne, the Montacutes did to Wiltshire; and
Montacute is the name in all the documents. And
he had to exercise his diplomatic talents much, in
a similar pacific way; but also in a sterner sort,
for they were unhappy times, and the military
orders were an exception to the surrounding de-
generacy, which induced people easily to have small
regard for their oaths and break truces every
moment without compunction. Nor is it quite
clear whether Christians or Moslems were the first
in that respect, since mutual are the accusations;

and it is painful to decide (without the fullest

1 Todge: iv. 186, 2 Synopsis, 2

b,
1 J.: 1'
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proof) against our own co-religionists. Nor had

creeds much to do with the matter; for if the first

crusades were more religious than political, the

later ones were more political than religious.! And

in lieu a great indifference of religion was observ-

able over Syria and Palestine—all parties seeking

but their interests, Christians against Christians, |

and Mahometans against Mahometans, with as-
tonishing impartiality ;* so that Pope Innocent III.
wrote to the Sovereign of Aleppo to felicitate him
on his having become a Christian—though he
never thought of it, but only had been generous
towards some of that belief;’ which, if it scandal-
ized the Pope of Rome the Great,* or Caliph of the
Franks,” it did not less the Pope of the Infidels,® as
the chroniclers call the Caliph of Bagdad; the
Apostle of Rome, and the Apostle of the Saracens
1910 also their I'?l'nl‘:i.T We have a document

~ by which a German count and his wife

became aggregated to the order in October

191 of 1208.* A King of Cyprus in 1210 gives
1.41¢) J -~
various lands to Sir Gawen Montacute,

L Michaud: Hist. iii. 291. 2 Arab. Chron., 382.
8 Arab. Chron., 383. t Id., 387.
5 Id., 482, Note. & Vitri.

7 Michaud : Hist.,, m. 825. Note.

8 (Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. xcii., i. 96.

i
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Grand Master of the Sacred House of the Hospital

of St. John, and the Hospitallers." On the 13th of

October, certain persons borrow a thousand Saracen
bezants from Montacute, Grand Master of the
Hospitallers, one of the witnesses being a Garnerius
with the adjunct of Alemannus, the German, to
distinguish him from others of the same name,
English or of whatever country; for though
languages were a posterior creation far, yet not so
several leading offices being assigned to particular
lands. Prior of England was always an Englishman
by a custom dating from the very beginning of the
order,” and on the 8th of the calends of 1916
August in 1216 the brief of Pope Honorius =~
I1I1.,° recommends the Prince of Antioch to the Hos-
pitallers; and on the 9th of the same month and
year, comes a letter from the said Pope to the Grand
Master of the Hospitallers, bidding him to go to
Cyprus to confer with the King of Hungary and
Duke of Austria, as to the affairs of Palestine,* and
in January, 1217, John of Brienne, King of o117
Jerusalem, speaks of Gawen de Montacute

Grand Master of the Hospitallers.” Therefore, in

 Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. xevii., 1. 101.

o Num. xi., i, 290.—Appendix cvi.

3 Xd; Num. xl. 320.—Giunta.

% Id., Num. xli. 320.—Giunta.

b Id., Num. cexii. 253.—Pantaleone: Hist,
bool 1ii.

i
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spite of the existing treaties, Brienne led a force
against Jerusalem, and, upon discomfiture, deter-
mined on taking the road by where its resources
came from; nor can there be any doubt of his
being at Acre in the January of 1217, and
embarked for Egypt in the month of May, 1218,
as the Islamites have it, whose authority as to
dates is reputed better than that of our chro-
niclers. These differ a litile, but those estimate
the crusaders as (what is probably an exaggeration )
seventy thousand horse and four hundred thousand
foot,> and that while some of the fleet were only
two days on the voyage from Jaffa to the Nile,
others were an entire month ; which, whatever it
came from, it were wrong to attribute to nautical
deficiency, since part of that same crusade leaving
the Meuse in June, 1218, and in its way touching
at ports on the south of England, and north of
France and Spain, entered that of Lisbon to-
wards the middle of July’—very tolerable sailing.’
Four months hardly sufficed to take the first

of the outworks of Damietta,” the tower of

the chain, which seemed so violent a loss to

Cod. Dipl. Geros., Num. eexi., i. 2563 —Appendix, Ixxxvi.
Arab. Chron., 388 3 Michand: Hist. 1ii., 313,
Chron. Cologne.—Bib. Crois., 11. 20.

Michaud : Hist., iii. 319.—Arab. Chron., 392,




CHAP. L] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 97

Islam that it broke Safadin’s heart when he
heard of it on the banks of the Lake of Galilee ;!
so his corpse was borne secretly into the citadel, at
Damascus, and buried at night, in private, for fear
of a sedition; so loved and venerated was he by
every class.” That the Grand Master was away is

implied by there being a locum-tenens, in his stead,

during those years, as in one document;® and, by

another, that Montacute was still in Egypt, in May
of 1221;* by a third, that he was still there in
June;® and by a fourth, that he was back in Acre,
in October of that year, since his travelling 1919
companion was.” Brienne’s expedition went =
on swimmingly at first, taking Damietta after a
good defence, to his exultation, except that it was
found to be an immense charnel house, scarcely
containing a human creature alive; but the streets
choked up with loads of carcasses, In various

stages of putrefaction, dead of plague, or famine, or

I Arab. Chron., 892.—Michaud: Hist., 1. 320, Note.

2 Avab. Chron, 393. Note 1.

% Cod. Dipl. Geros.—Num. xii.—Giunta: i. 290.—Ap-
pendix, lx.

1 Cod. Dipl. Geros.—Num. cviii.—Giunta : i. 114.—Appen-
dix, Ixxxvii.

& Cod. Dipl. Geros.—Num. xiii—Giunta: i. 291.—Ap-
pendix, Ixi.

¢ Cod. Dipl. Geros.—Num. cvii.—Giunta: i. 113.—Appen-
dix, Ixxxviii.
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wounds, and emitting such an intolerable stench,
that it frightened back the storming party,’ much
more the whole Christian army, when they got in
by one of the gates, but arrested by the same
horrible smell, were obliged to retreat, and encamp
anew under its walls, until the streets and houses
were a little cleaned; yet a moment sufficed to in-
oculate them with the plague, dire disease, that
continued lurking in their ranks, and growing every
day; during which interval arrived the Papal
legate. So there were two cardinals, and, if one of
them was meck and pious, the other was a fire-
brand. DBut the former was soon killed, which only
left the other’s outrageous audacity without control.
“(ardinal Peter is gone, and Cardinal
Pelagius left living, the more the pity,” says
the chronicler.” Hospitallers and Templars, at the
storming of Damietta, in which were then eighty
thousand men,* were firmly believed by the Maho-
metans—not at all ashamed of being beaten by
such—to be no human creatures, so transcendent
was their valour, but white angels, and St. Bartho-

lomew and St. George and company in red; the

I Qlivier.—Bib. Crois., iii. 150,

2 Michaud : Hist. 111., 325.
3 Potestats di ]_{l'g"\_"iﬂ,—}{i]_l. Crois., ii. 596,




CHAP. T1.] ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 99

Templars wearing their white mantles, and the
Hospitallers their scarlet surcoats.’

The Sultan, Malek-Kammel, Safadin’s eldest
son, had written the most woe-begone letters to his
brothers, who, all fourteen, came, one by one, from
various parts of the East on this side, and from
beyond Jordan,; their different dominions, with
their troops to join him. Above all, the Prince of
Damascus, who, before he left Palestine, took care
to raze the walls of Jerusalem, lest the Franks
should take them, was remarkably enthusiastic;® and,
by a stratagem, forced his brother Arschaff, King of
Armenia, who, having come with his army into
Palestine, and after they had a conversation late
one evening, retired to bed; the prince, who may
have perceived some hesitation in the other, pulled
on his little boots in the middle of the night, and
roused and harangued the troops, ¢ March!—To Da-
mietta!” DBut Arschaff, in the morning, dressed,
took a bath, and coming from it, was astonished
not to see his soldiery. But learning what the
prince had done, mounted; and without one word,
marched towards Egypt after him.?

So now the sultan’s army counted forty thousand
I Polestats di Reggio.—Bib. Crois., ii. 591.

2 Arab. Chron., 398. Note, and 410.
g Id., 411.

T i 1 | 14 RS RAEERERR I
.ll";'_l-“‘l'l..|:|_..|.|I-|!_,_h.L | Tidk CEh i R L L R R

e R VR e I i SOt 0

LR AN ..1.|.'|Ii'.'.i4“

(RN
!

1

{

|
§
1



100 THE HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF  [pnooK II.

horse, and an infinite multitude of foot;' while that
of the Christians, according to the Moslem himself,
was only the half; twenty thousand horse, and
two hundred thousand foot.? How diminished
since landing! Still the Latins were such celebrated
soldiers, and their advance struck their foes with
such terror, that, in both Cairos they forgot to
open the gates for two days; and, though the Nile
was on its inecrease, that which brought fertility,
and decided whether they should have a good
harvest or a famine, and which formed then, as at
present, the usual topic of conversation in all
Egyptian classes, was completely unattended to,*
and it got tacitly full up to the very edge of its
banks, before it was perceived. Fertile Egypt had
more Christians in it than Palestine. Egypt was
so holy and precious in the sight of the Lord, that
He chose it to be the road by which thousands of
Franks should reach Him: for they died very
quietly of dysentery.* The Saracens came within
our hearing, drawn up on the other side of the

river, and summoned us to renounce our super-

stitious creed : * For either you must turn Maho-

metans, or we Christians.” And the circumecised

Arab, Chron., 412. 2 Id., 409.
Id., 410.

Vitri ¢ Letters, 111, Bib. Crois., 1. 429.
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ate two fowls on it, to make good their oath, de-
vouring the fowls as hungry dogs do bread. And
the battle began, and in a twinkling—it was the
day of the decollation of St. John the Baptist—
who wanted companions, observes the chronicler,
and here they were, fifty Templars, thirty Teutonies,
thirty-two Hospitall