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LXXIV.

ROBERT DE VERE MARQUESS OF DUBLIN,
DUKE OF IRELAND.

Tue duke of Ireland has hitherto not been numbered
among the knights of the Garter. It seemed, nevertheless,
improbable that Richard, having ministered so profusely to
the vanity of his favourite, and raised him to equal rank with
the members of the royal house, should have withheld a dis-
tinetion which must have been highly prized at his court.
The accounts of the great wardrobe for 1386 and 1587.' re-
cently brought to light, leave no doubt of his election ; and,
by a reference to the state of the Order at those dates, we
may fix with sufficient precision the stall which he filled.®

Robert de Vere ninth earl of Oxford (lineally descended
from Aubrey de Vere, a distinguished follower of William
the conqueror) was the only issue of Thomas earl of Oxford
by Maud de Ufford.® He succeeded his father in 1371, being
then nine years old ;* and king Edward immediately granted®
the benefit of his marriage to his son-in-law the earl of Bed-
ford, in order that the young earl might in due time receive
the hand of that nobleman’s daughter, Philippa de Coucy.
The care of his education was committed to the bishop of
London and sir Roger Beauchamp, with an annual allow-
ance of 1007 for his support.5 At the feast of St. George at
Windsor in 18777 he was knighted; and at the coronation of
Richard II he claimed, and, although a minor, was permitted
to perform in person the functions of his hereditary office of
great chamberlain.® There is no evidence of his entrance,
at the usual age, into the army; unless we may presume,
from a passage in Froissart, that he attended Thomas of

! See pp. 248. 250. ¢ Pat. 5 Ric. 2, p. 1, m. 18.

2 Appendix, N© X111, 7 See p. 270, note 3.

3 Page 249, note 2. 8 Claus: 1 Rie. 2, m. 45, W. V.
{ Ese. 45 Edw. 3, No. 45. in Coll. Armor. fo. 178.
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Woodstock to France in 1880." e is mentioned as present
in parliament, for the first time, in 1884.%

In 1385 Oxford was in the king’s expedition to Scotland.®
After his return from thence, Richard conferred upon him
a dignity until then unknown in England, and the grant of
which, not merited by any public serviees, gave great offence
to the peers of his former rank.* On the 1st of December he
was created marquess of Dublin for life, with the territory
and lordship of Ireland annexed to the honour?® But the
goil and its rude possessors, beyond the narrow pale of Ing-
lish rule, remained to be conquered ; and, for the maintenance
of 500 men-at-arms and 1000 archers during two years, to-
wards the accomplishment of that object, large estates and
reversionary interests in England, together with the ransom
of Charles de Blois, a prisoner in Gloucester castle, were
added to the If_"'.llllﬂ-'

It was about this time that the marquess was elected into
the Order, as robes were provided for him against St. George's
feast in 1386 ;7 and it is presumed that he occupied the thir-
teenth stall on the Prince’s side, as suceessor to the Soudan
de la Trau.®

These favours still fell short of his fond master’'s estimate
of his deserts. The patent of the marquisate was, therefore,
soon recalled ; and on the 13th of October following, the lord-
ship of Ireland was erected into a dukedom; and, with the ad-
jacent islands and all other dependencies, transferred to De
Vere, upon his liege homage only.? In 1887 the livery of
the Garter was issued to him under his ducal title.'

! “le comte Thomas de Bougin-
hem, le comte de Stanfort [qu. Owx-

Jord] qui avoit sa niece epouse, fille

neur de Coucy.'—Froiss.
tom. viii. p, 315.

* Rot. Parl. vol. ii1. P- 1G7.

4 Froissart, tom. ix. p. 135.

' Wals, p. 848.

9 Ric. 2, p. 2, m. 28. Rot.
Parl. vol. iii. p.

8 Pat. 0 Ric. ¢
p- 2, m, 17. 24,

7 See p. 248, and note 8.
® If the Soudan, of whom we

Al &

1, m. 6, and

have at present no certain notice
after 1384, should have been still
a member of the Order in 1386,
we may then conelude that the mar-
quess of Dublin succeeded to the
stall of Loryng, who died in March
11385—6 : and that, upon De Vere's
attainder in 1388, the earl of Arun-
del was chosen in his room. We
incline, however, upon a review of
the several points, to the opinion
expressed in the text.

? Cart. 10 Rie. 2, p. 1, No. &

10 See p. 250.
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Intoxicated by such extraordinary elevation, he deemed
himself absolved from all moral restraint; and eyen repu-
diated his consort Philippa, the grand-daughter of Edward 111,
in order to take as his wife a Bohemian damsel, called Lan-
cecrona, who had attended the queen into England.!

This indignity, offered to the niece of the duke of Glouces-
ter, whose power was daily increasing, probably accelerated
his ruin. After a long delay, De Vere commenced his journey
to Ireland; and, according to Walsingham, was accompanied
by the king into Wales; but the state of parties in and near
the metropolis induced him to suspend his embarkation, and
finally to abandon the expedition. Richard proceeded with
his companions to Nottingham castle, from whence he sent to
London for other councillors, to concert, as it is said, the de-
sfruction of his uncle and his adherents.®? The latter were,
on the other hand, engaged in devising the means for putting
an end to the misrule of the favourites. A sense of his immi-
nent danger induced the duke of Ireland to raise the royal
banner in Lancashire, Cheshire, and Wales; and, having
gnlhcrml about four or five thousand men, he marched at their
head towards the [‘;1;111';11. But, on arriving at Radeot in Ox-
fordshire, he found the bridge over the Isis impassable and
himself surrounded by the troops under the orders of the duke
of Gloucester and the earl of Derby.® Alighting from his horse,
and hastily putting off his armour, he threw himself into the
stream and swam to the opposite bank. In his chariot let-
ters are said to have been found, by which the king com-
manded him to hasten to Londoen, with such force

18 he might
be enabled to muster, promising him protection against his
enemies.?

This defeat happened in the evening of the 20th of Decem-
ber 1387 ; and, in February following, he was impeached in
parliament, convicted of treason, condemned, attainted, and
outlawed.?

Little is known of the unhappy De Vere after his escape to

63,
vol. iii. p. 229, et

! Wals. p. 358. * Wals. .
2 Ibid. p. 359. ® Rot. I
3 Thid, p. 362, 363; and Rot. seq.

Parl. vol. iii. p. 235,
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the Continent; where he is said to have passed his conclud-
ing years in distress and penury,! IHe died at Louvain in
1392, in consequence of hurts received from a wild boar
whilst hunting,® having searcely (umpivlul the thirtieth year
of his age. When the king ]Jdtl
dency, he caused the body of his favourite (which had been
embalmed) to be Inuu_gIH to England, and :1:\110.4111':[ with

n recovered the ascen-

the remains of his ancestors at Colne Priory in Iissex, In
November 1395 Richard, .mmul d by the dmmnt-l countess of
Oxford, the archbishop of Canterbury, and other prelates, but
by few nobles who were not of his household, assisted at the
pompous solemnity. The corpse, richly attired, lay in a
coflin of cypress; and the uncovered face was touched and
long gazed on by the king, who manifested by strong expres-
sions of feeling the great affection which he had borne to
the deceased.®

The duke having died without issue, his unele sir Aubrey
de Vere was, in 1392-3, restored to all lands of the family
which had been entailed before the attainder, together with
the title and dignity of earl of Oxford, to hold to him and his
heirs male.* But the office of great chamberlain, the restitu-
tion of which he had prayed,® was granted to the king’s bro-
ther, John Holand earl of Huntingdon. From that period
until the reign of Henry VII, the office was continually dis-
posed of by the erown, and not exercised during that interval
by any of the house of de Vere.

Philippa duchess of Ireland retained that title, notwith-

— Tnmentis angustia rerum-  mandat. de hoe termo,—c exxxiij fi.

que penuria.”’—JVals. p. 356. vis. viljd.”—*° Thome Perc v militi
* Leland's Coll. ed. 1770, vol. i.  senescallo hosp. R. In denar. sibi
p. 186, and Wals. ut supra. liber. p* man. Nieh! Rostelin de

The chroniclers are corrobo- Scacc’o in pr solum lviij&i. vs. 1d.

rated by the two following entries
on the issue roll of the exchequer
for Michaelmas 1395.—¢ 14th Dec.
I'home Percy senescallo hosp.
Regis In denar. p* m.‘lll. Nich! Ros-
tp]\n in p"solue. C li quas dis R.
'\[H‘II ipsius faciend.
g).L1|l11(1~ lobti nup. ducis
Hibernie p* I'ram de pr. sig. inter

ob. quos dictus Rex sibi liberare
mand. pe exequiis Robti nup, ducis
|1]I| in com. Jossew ultimo celebrat.
'Llul.l alias sum’as ]l' '|:|J-uiu 44 }|u;|im]]1
PF prius p‘eeptas ex causa prdeta—
de breve, &e.—Ewit. Pell. Alich.
19 Rie. 2.

4 Rot. Parl, vol,

* 1hid. p. 326.

p. 303.
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standing the attainder, and was so deseribed in several acts of
the legislature. She died in 1411-12.

ARMS.
Quarterly, first and fourth, Azure, three crowns Or, a bordure
Argent;! second and third Vere, quarterly Gules and Or, in the first
quarter a mullet Argent.

LXXY.

RICHARD FITZALAN SIXTH EARL OF
ARUNDEL.

Accorping to the Windsor tables, this earl occupied the
tenth stall on the Prince’s side, after the death of the Founder
gir Nele Loryng.* Ie was the son of Richard fifth earl of
Arundel (of the surname of Fitzalan) by Eleanor Plantagenet,
daughter of Henry earl of Lancaster, and brother of Thomas,
called Thomas Arundel, the celebrated archbishop of Canter-
bury. Bomn in or about 1348,° he was first armed in 1369,
when he bore a part in the ravaging expedition through the
Pays de Caux,* by which John of Gant revenged his ineffective
detention in the valley of Tournehem. Upon the accession
of Richard II, the earl was appointed admiral of the western
and southern divisions of the fleet:% and, in 1378, attended
the duke of Lancaster on his cruise of observation along the

1 Pat. 9 Ric. 2, p- 1, m

2 Although we have assumed, Arundel, who is only mentioned in
upon the authority of the tables, one of the recovered wardrobe
that the earl of Arundel was the accounts, viz. of 1388 (when Ire-
successor of Loryng, who died in land had been attainted); and he
March 13856, it may be question- may have been elected to the stall
ed whether the duke of Ireland which the duke had oceupied.

had not intermediately filled the 3 Scrope and Grosvenor roll, p.
stall of that Founder. Both Ire- 219

land and Arundel were degraded * Thid.

in consequence of their respective 5 Rot, Frane. 1 Rie.2, p.1, m. 8,
attainders; but the Lancaster par- p. 2, m. 21.

ty would have erased the name of

I the former, and retained that of
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