
THE

PREFACE.

TJAving for feveral years endeavoured ts render
■*-*- the Art of Phyjici\ as plain and eafje as the na¬

ture of it would allow; byfepar^ting practice and ex¬

perience from the vain fictions of a fort of men, whofe

bujiyeflit n, to make every part of it obfcure and mi-

Jterious. I thought among other things, the reducing

the London Dijpenfatory to the practice of the prefi.nt

times, and the adding to it fuch medicines as are fre¬

quently ufed j would be a work, very acceptable to tho/e,

that have not time or opportunity to pert/fe the prej'crip-
tions of the London Phyfaians : To which end 1 care¬

fully viewed the files of forne London Apothecaries,

and the bills of the mo/i eminent Phyficians, and re'

viewed the bejl modern Authors.

Now by this Trtatije young Phijicians may know

what Medicines are ufed, and Jo preferibe according¬

ly i where#, before the Apothecaries were wont to

divorcer, and ridicule raw Prailitioners for their ob-

folete and unfafhionab'te Prefcriptions ; and common¬

ly upon reading fuch bills would fay, This or that Do¬ctor was a Novice in Practice.

And Apothecaries in the Country may ly this Dfpei;-

fatory provide Medicines that are agreeable to the pre-

fent praBice, and fo fave the patient the trouble, [be-

Jides the lofl of time) in fending to London for forne

Medicines, prefcribed by London Phyficians, as oft as

they are called into the Countrey , or advtfed with by

letter in extraordinary c^fes: Tho I kricw foms ofA z
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in great Towns ejpecially, are tee2 furnijhed with all
things necejfary.

But (which is moft ccnfiderable) tis probable, that
rxany of the Simples and Compounds that are rejected
and out of ujet either never had really the virtues af-

figned them ; or by a long traft of time, the difeajes
for which they were ufed are-now altered, and fame of
them worn out; and that others fucceed which require
other Medicines and Methods of cure. As to the vir¬
tues of each Compofition, I have fet down briefly thofe
that 1 thought did peculiarly belong to the Medicine.

f-ajlljy I have added a Table of difeafes.

Reader Tnrewel,

Frem the Angel and
Crown in Bafing-
.Laae, Undm.
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