SECTION XIL
POWDERS.

Pulvis Antiepilepticus, de Gutteta dictus.
pucp ’
Lowder againft the Falling-ficknefs.

| " AKE of theRoots of Caffumunair, of
white Dittany and of Piony, Mifletoz of
the oak [or hazel] and of Piony-feeds, each
half an ounce; of the human Skull, and Elk’s-
hoof, each three drams; of Ruffia Caftor,
and red Coral, each two drams; and of wild
Valerian-root, an ounce; mix them together,
and make a powder; adding thercto thirty
drops of the diftill'd oil of Rue *,

* This appears to be a much more effe@ual, asit is
a much more fimple medicine than that adopted by the
London College, under the fame title : what the burnt
Hart’s-horn, the Jacinth, the two kinds of Bezoar, and
the leaf'gold,order’d in that, contribute to the intention,
I cannot {ay; any more than the red coral in both :
which, by the way, is the only exceptionable ingredient
here ; unlefs any thing be objected to thofe hard ani-
mal {ubftances, the human Skull and the Elk’s-haof,

Pulvis
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Palvis Ari compofitus.

Compound Powder of Wake-Robin.

"Takeof frefh dried Arum-roots, two ounces;
the Roots of Calamus aromaticus, and Pim. -
pinel-faxifrage, of each an ounce; Crab’s
Eyes, half an ounce ; Cinnamon, three drams,
and Salt of Wormwood, two drams: mix
them together, and make a Powder thereof,
according to art *.

Pulvis Cephalicus.
Cepbalic ‘Powder.

“Take the Leaves of Afarabacca, and the
roots of Lillies of the Valley, of each two
dramss the tops of Betony, Marjoram and
Rofemary, of .cach a dram and half: mix them
together; and make a Powder t.

¥ The contrivance of this Powder cannot be much
commended ; fome of the ingredients are very apt to
lofe of their virtue in this form, efpecially if kepe for
anytime ; particularly the principal one, the Arum
root 5 for which reafon it fhoud, as direGed by the-
London College, always be added frefh, to the other
matetials 5 or the whole be kept clofe flopped, in no
large quantity, as is expreily order’d by the following
Ruless otherwife the Salt of Wormwood, being very
attractive of moifture, will, upon opening the containing
veflel, be difpofed to run, by the admiffion of the air,
and wet the powder.

1 Perbaps it had not been amifs to have entitled
this Powder Pulvis Srernutatorius, or foeezing Powder,
to exprefs its manner of ufe, as well as virtues ; whereas
the title now leaves the former ambiguous, tho’ the fcope
and tendency of the ingredients will {oon inform the ju‘i'b
cious reader of itsintention. v

K 3 Pulyis

T |
i)
1
4

|
|
e




134 POWDERS

Pulvis ¢ Chelis (','ancromm compofitus,
Compound. Powder of Crab's Claws.

Take of red. Coral, and Crab’s- Eyes; each
.half an ounce; burnt Hart’s-horn, and white
Amber, of each three drams; of Pearls and
oriental Bezoar, ecach two drams; and of. the
black tips of Crab’s Claws, . an cqual weight
with all” the foregoing : mix them to_,uthcr
for a Powder *. 3 i

Pulvis Contrayerva compofitus.
Compound Powder of Contrayerva.
ake of burnt Hart'shorn, red Coral,
Is, Crab’s-Eyes, and white Amber, each

> world, not excluding Phyficians, are m]gnu ly
guid c[ by names and notions 3 againft all the teftimonies
and conviéli tons of fenfe and reafon: and ev .!?Fulumwd
ob‘;r\ er finds this more flagrant among colleftive bodies
of men, than fis Perfons 3 and for an obvious reafon :
T . What elfe cou’d give 1o high @' reputa-
tion, .to fuch am different cm“m!mnn s the Gafce zg-;z’s
Powder, which {till has and will have its adw:rc‘rs,
p'hh‘. what you can in bar of itsz antidotal or alexiphar-
mic virtues? rudu,(’_-..d thofe who refolve to er no

mifchief in medicide, may well en ough de mm{ on it s
but let no ian of h_mlttd ﬁ"'r and m' frmr‘nr llv
any flrefs thereon, other than as a mild terrefieious
alkali, till he can fhew it poflefs'd of greater virtues
than chalk, or the common teftaceous powders:  Some

allowance however muft be.mads for an eft: :blithed cu-
{ftom and rivetted opinions 5. which may jultify’ the

learned u)mi s for .11102&1;10 a place to fo {lendera me
dicine in _an officinal. Difp enfawu' which, beyond all
Lcnrrmcrﬁ-, ftands firft in the rank.

‘he needlefs trouble of making the powder into balls

either with gelly of viper’s sxma, or a folution of Gum
Arabic, 1s here I (‘,L,f}' avoided;
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two ‘drams ; of Saffron,. halfa dram; Cochi-
neal, adram ; of Virginia Snake-root, adram
and half ; of Crabs-Claws, three drams; and -
of Contrayerva-root, half an ounce: Make
them into a Powder*

Pulvis Cornachini.
Cornpachine’s ‘Powder.

Take of Diaphotetic Antimony, Cream of
Tartar, and Scammony, each a like quanty-
ty; and make thereof a Powder .

Pulvis Diambra diftus.
Powder called Diambra.

. Take of the roots of Calamus aromaticus,
and Galangal; of Cloves, Cinnamon, Mace,

* This is aCually fuch 2 medicine, as the generality
fondly imagine the former to be ; and inall cafes of im-
portance, where a good alexijpharmic is required Ay
be advantageoufly ufed id of the famous &
chelis Cancrorum compofitus. The addition of the Saftron,
Cochineal, and Snake root, wonderfully improves the
compofition 5 and fcarce Ieaves room for farther amentd-
ment. The learned compilers judge their amendments
admirably : ‘there was danger in attempting to alter
2 medicine fo well efablifh’d as Gafoign’s Powder ; but
the public will quictly enough bear a reform in the La
pis Contrayerve 5 which is here, to {ave needlefs labout,
changed for a powder ;and, in the manner wherein all
powders are hereafter order’d to be kept, may be thus
commodicufly preferved ready for ufe.

t The Zondon Difpenfatory has two powders, vi%.
Puly. Cornachini, and Pulv. Comitis Waruvi 5, made
of the fame ingredients, tho in different proportions ;’:"f’

1 1 X 1 (R ¥
that here given, may very well an{wer the ends of both
& ) y W
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Indian Leaf [or Bay-Leaves] Nutmeg, the
. greater and the lefler Cardamoms, and Spike-
nard, cach a dram; of Aloes-wood, yellow
Saunders, and long Pepper, each two drams;
of Ginger, a dram and half: mix them toge-
ther for a Powder *. '

Pulvis Diafenne,
Compound ‘Powder of Senna.

Take of the Leaves of Senna, and Cream
of Tartar, each two ounces; Galangal, the
Sced of Bifhop’s-weed, Cloves, and Cinna-
mon, of cach two dramis; Scammony, half
an ounce : make them into a powder t.

Pulvis Diateflaron.
Powder of four Ingredients.

Take of the Roots of round Birthwort, and
Gentian, of Bay-berries, and Myrrh, cach
"two eunces ; make them into a Powder || ;

* By leaving out the perfumes, originally order’d in
this Powder, ’tis render’d more generally ufeful, and lefs
offenfive ; fo that as it here ftands, it feems,in the whole,
td be a generous invigorating medicine.

1 The Londoz Difpenfatory is crowded with no lefs
than three compound Powders of Senna ; the compofirus
jor, the comgpofitus minor, and the Diafenns 5 the
ntions of all which are effe@ually anfiwer’d by the
prefent, tho it difiers not from the third of the ZLondon
College.

Il Yhe Pulvis Diateff

offaron is fuppofed no bad fubfli-

+  tute for the fpecies of the Thetiaca ; and accordingly there
are thofe who make ufe of it in that way, rather than mix

it up into Horfe-balls.

whereof
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wheteof, by the addition of two ounces of
Ivory-fhavings, is made

Pulvis Diapente.

Powder of five Ingredients.

Pulvis Diatragacanthi frigidus.

The compound, cooling Powder of Gum
Tragacanth.

Take of Gum Tragacanth, an ounce; Gum
‘Arabic, five drams; Starch, and Liquorife,
of ecach two drams : make them into a Pow-
der s to which, at the time of ufing it, add
two drams of white Poppy-feed, and a dram
of cach of the four greater cold Seeds, freed
from theit husks : mix them and make there.
of a Powder *.

Pulvis Hierz Picre.
Powder of Hiera Picra.

Take of Swccotrine Aloes, four ounces ;
Galangal, Rhubarb, Virginia Snake-root, and
Zcdoary,

* Tor the charaller and ufes of this Powder, fee Dr.
Quincy’s Compleat Difpenfatory, Pag- 415, 476. The
Sugar is dropt in the compofition, as increafing the bulk
thereof to little purpofe. And it wou’d be more com-
modious ftill, if fome other refrigerants, fit for kecping
in this form, fuppofe nitre, Sal Prunel. or the like,
were order’d inftead of the cold Seeds; which, on ac-
count of their oil, are fo very apt to turn rancid, that they

cannot
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Zedoary, of each three drams : mix them and.
make a Powder * .

When the Hiera Picrg is made for *the
fake of the Tin&ure, only the.Aloes need
be pulveriz’d ; and the other ingredicnts well
-bruifed %,

Puylvis Millepedum compofitus.
Compound Powder of - Millepedes.

Take of Millepedes, Crabs-Eyes,  and Oy-
fter-thells, each an ounce; Liquorife-root,
and the root of Reftharrow, the Sceds of the
greater Burdock, wild Carot; and Gromwell,
of each fix drams 5 of Cream of Tartar;, and
the Salt of Broom, each three drams : mix
them, and make 2 Powder .

cannot make a part of the powder till it juft comes to be
ufed; which muf} occafion no fmall trouble and incon-
venience : whence, I prefume, they are frcqucmly left
out by the compounder.

* Here we _have an elegant, and effeQual Hjera
Picra, from a' few well-feletted ingredients. The Lon-
don College have lately altered this medicine, much for
the better; but here'it appears in {lll greater fimplici-
ty : and the addition of the Rhubarb, and Suzake-root,
cannot but confiderably increafe its virtues,

1 Sée Trubtvra Sacrq. :

Il This: powder feems  intended 'as a deobfiruent, a
diuretic and abforbent 5 but tho the defiga’ be good,
the contrivance {tems capable of emendation s, the I
quorife-root has: fittle pretence to a place here 5 and
ifany flrefsbe lajd upon the Salt of Broom, asa diuretic,
this favours too much of antiquity 5 for the modern che-
mifts will never allow it, when rightly prepared, to dif-
fer from the fix’d £ of any other vegerable,

‘ . Pulvis
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Pulvis ad Partum.
Powder to promote Delivery.

Take of Borax, half an ounces Caftor,
and Saffron, of ‘each a dram and half: mix
them and make a Powder; to which add of
the diftilvd eil-of Cinnamon, eight drops ;3
and of the diftill'd-oil of Amber, fix drops:
and mix all together *.

Pulvis Stypticus.

Styptic Powder.

Take of Roch-Alum, half an ounce; and
of Dragon’s-Blood, two drams: mix them in-
to a Powder 1.

Pulvis Vermifugus,
Worm-Powder.

Take of the leaves of the female Southern-
wood, of the Flowers of Tanfey, and of Worm-
feed and Coralline, each half an ounce: mix
and mak¢ them into a Powder ; whercto add

¥ The addition of the effential oils greatly improves
the virtues of the medicine 3 which are otherwile very
confiderable, and capable of anfwering the intention ex-
prefs’d by the title.

"+ Tho this appearsa very fimple, yetis it a very
effe@ual fiyptic, and aftringent accordingly ’tis here-
after juitly order’d as an ingredient in the Electuaritg
Antidyfentericums. '
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of the diftill'd Oils of Rue, and Savin, each
twenty drops: and mix all together *,

GENERAL RULES for the Making
of PowDERS.

1. Particitlar care miuft be bad, that nothing
roiten, decay'd or impure be mix'd alon
with Powders 5 befide which, the Jtalks,
and all the corrupted parts of plants are
to be firt pick'd ont, and thrown away.

1L When dry Spices are powderd, they fhow'a
be [prinkled with afew drops of fome pro-,
per water.

NI The moifter Aromatics [bow'd be dried
with a wvery [oft heat, before they are re.
duced to powder.

IV. Gums, and the other things that grind
with difficulty, are to be mix'd with the
dryer Ingredients; [o as to pafs the feve
together.

V. Powders [bowd be made only in fmall
quantities s and ouzht to be kept in well-
{top'd glafes +. .

* Thisis an efleGual medicine in all cafes of worms
where purging is not required, or after it has been
fruitlefly tried.

T Thefe rules are fo very plain and juft, asto carry
their reafons along with them : and indeed all the rules
laid down in this Difpcn{kmry, are fetch’d from the na-
ture of things, and fhew a good acquaintance with phar-
macy, and the properties of fimples.
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