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PREFACE

% 1§ univerfally agreed, that an exait
knowledge of the Materia medica,
with the proper manner of prepa-
ring and compounding the fimples,

is abfolutely requifite to the due exercife of

the Art of Phyfic. Good Medicines proper-

Iy adminiftred give affurances of Health;

whilft bad ones, or fuch as are ill compound-

ed, prove either pregnant in mifchief, or un-

/E'r-vz'cmé"e to the Patient. If fuch be the

power of Remedw;, it muft demand the prin-

cipal ftudy of the phyfician to have them

Juftly directed and prepared. Hence the Art

of Pharmacy has been every where fo cul-

Zivated by rP.J;,z,,;rm of the greateft genius,

that [tarce a City but bas its Difpenfatory :

An which particular, the Royal College of

Phyficians of Edinburg was not, even at its
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Jirft anflitution, deficient 5 but direétly pilb-
Ub'd a [inall velume with the fame view,
But fm is the fate of Pharmacy, as well
as of all other things, that it cannot avoid
the alterations of Time s which, the great
variety of medicines, with the progrefs and
advancewient of the Art, miuft render una
voidable.  Confequently, it was impoffible
but, inthe firft Edinburg Difpenfatory, there
foow'd be many things wanting, which Cuftom
afterwards intr Mm ed s mm’, the more com.
pendious than almoft any other, contain many
obfolere prefcriptions s [o as to prevent its
continuing long a Rule to the Compounders.
Lef, therefore, through the unskilfulnefs of
Apothecaries, the /g’e of the Patient [(hou'd
be endanger'd, or the hopes of the Phyfician
Sfruftrated 5 our College, from aregard tothe
public welfare, and their own reputation,
were willing. to give this more corrett and
copions Edition 0f their Difpenfatory s which,
ferving as a Rule and Standard to all the
Apothecaries of our City, in the compafition
of their medicines, might prove an acceptable
labour both to the Tm‘zart and Phyfician.

In
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In preparing of this Edition we have, in
general, followd the old one ; and not de
partm’ [from it, without an urgent neceffity, or
for the fake of fome advantage ; but this not
without confulting the more celebrated Phar-
macopwia's of different Nations; leff we
fbould appear to depend too much upon our
vwn, and too littleupon the Performances of
athers.

In the Caraloguc of Simples, we bave had
regard to brevity, and a commodious arrange-
ment 5 the ofhcinal Plants are fufficiently nu-
merons, and defcribed by their moft accuftom-
ed and familiar names ;s [o likewife are the
medicinal [ubftances of animals and minerals;
care being all along taken to point out thofe
parts thereof, which are employd in medicine.
Some things are left out, as not differing from
others in virtue; or as having been introdu
ced by ‘rbe ﬁfp.erﬁztzon or credulity of antiqus.
ty : ftill leaving others perhaps to be expun.
ged by pofterity 5 for 'tis better to labour under
a redundancy than a [tarcity of materials.
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Several of the diftill'd fimple Waters are
here rejeited 5 and the number of the com-
pound kind enlarged , by the addition of one
or two, which are fitter for keeping, and bet-

er preferve the virtues of the plants ; being
particularly careful to commit mothing to
diftillation, but what [bow'd communicate fome
virtue tothe Water.

A great many TinQures are added ; fimples
admirably communicating their efficacy there-
to, at the [ame time that they are generally
render'd acceptable to the patient by the agree-
able [mallnefs of their dofe.

In direiting the Syrups, we have [hewn
which ought to be made by coltion, which
w x.m.ﬁon, and by what means the virtue

the Spices employ'd, which is commonly
f@ ?, may be preferved.

We bave alfo enrich'd our “Difpenfatory
with a variety of extemporancous Compo-
ﬁriops, drazen from the prefent Praftice, 24
leffen the trouble of the Prefcriber : and it
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, have been added, with the unanimous confent
of Phyficians.

To the greater part of the Sc&ions we have
annex’'d General Rules for the making up of
Medicines s judging it not mishecoming us ro
fhew a regard to the fmalleft matters : fince
very trifling errors in Pharmacy may produce
the worft of mifchicfs. In fine, that our ap-
paratus of Medicines might neither be un-
wieldly nor too ftanty, many things now in
difufé, unferviceable, or incongruous, are drop'd
therein ; and [ome new ones, of confiderable
advantage, added. QOur utmoft pains and in-
duftry have been employd in improving the
Compofitions; [triking out fome that made
little to the purpofe, and adding others of
greater efficacy. A few, however, which long
cuftom has render'd familiar, and antiquity
feems, as it were, to have made [acred, re.
main untouch'd; but the greateft part are
fbortend: and the utmoft has been done,
that thofe which are either left unalter'd,
or added, if they do not excel, (hould at leaft
equal thofe omitted. We have every where
preferdthe ufiful ones to the pompous ; and flu-
died to [borten the work of the Compounder ;
" av0id-
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avoiding the laborious intricacies found in

moft of the Difpenfatories of thefe times.

"Tis our joint and ardent Defire, that
thefe our labours may redound to the public
Good, the recovery of the Sick, and the
advancemens of Medicine.

Edinburg, 1721.
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