The A UTH O R’s

FREREAGE

WO
s PorT P s

RSR FTE R 1 bad taken upon me the Of-
Ry &) fice of Profeffor in Phyfic, and en-
¥ deavour'd to fit myfelf for the Cal-
X ling of a Teacher in that Faculty,
which was confirmed to me by Au-
thority from the Heads of the Univerfity ; I be-
gan to think my incumbent Duty wou'd confiff
chiefly in exhibiting all thofe Difcoveries to you
in a clear Light, which have refulted at ;/{}jﬂh
rent times from well grounded Objervation and
pertinent Experiments 5 fuch as muft be always
acknowledg' d for true and folid Principles in the
Science.

With this View I fearch’d thro' thofe Writings
of the Ancients, which we bave at this Day the
2 Happi-




The Author’s Preface to his Pupils,

Har ppinefs of poffeffing, taki ing notice of the moft
fm[o;lmzf Matters which by their Sagacity and
Induftry they bad found our and wﬂﬂi ’d,  But
at f//r,_/ ime time that T was /w/v n compiling, I
was no lefs aftive and obfe bferving in Matters of
Praéiice; by which means I became an Eye-
witnefs of the Jeveral Appearances which had
been before recorded of Nature: nor could I a ny
where find, or even wifb for, a better Courfe to
take than this.

"aas in the mean time cautious mot tfo omit
any thing of Confequence that had been re wifter'd
on anciert flffw';w ents, or advanced by A: bian
Writers, during the feveral Centuries that by a
general Negle & H‘ Learning in Europe, the In-
provement rme, ¢ lay on /"m the Hands of that

Pesple s /a that, by z‘;zrfwmfrﬂfr em into L'ltm
u',” might become more d 7ﬁ/ui and zf?ff/"ffrf[:!
among af us. But I bave jr(’guf;,t[y /{:mmﬁ'd
that the Aralamnu bowever wife and abounding
with good Advice, fbow’d, by their many zzﬂ!/s
Subtilties, have done Jo much more barm than
gca(f mt .’.u. Science

After the Ancients, I alfp purfied with equal
Attention the pleafing Rt/uvdw of the Moderns ,
e {vr,, Adv 'u S5 n Pfffj/O/)”}' and the liber al
Arts, are z‘:_u-' mm\/.’; ongly recommended to our
Confirltation, as they have a greater Tendency fo
;;“.-.;- }’-f wtion of Phyfic. You may 1 afonably
¢, that z“ e t"ffﬂujd a f'uu’(: al O, i /f'u{.r(‘
'm Il Lnff riai !M nt to a Gent H\‘,w tict rf’:r?/;'z‘w 7~
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ed that way; but fiill, thro' a boundlefs Liberty
of framing Hypothcfe by audacioufly (7[7{! z‘m'fr
falfe or uncertain Princ !Jf)fc’.f and not fﬁ,{;wr
Teme and Thought enough to cn@mv things in a
true Light, together with an ambitious Pag{'r
nefs to compleat the Science all at once; but above
all, either thrd a Neglect, Contempt, or Igno-
rance of former Writers, thro’ all the o[ ﬂfz/caﬂ-
duéls, Phyfic feem’d to ﬁﬂ?m’ upon the tottering
Bafis of Ufzcerz‘ﬂzmy and Obfeurity, rather than
con ﬁrmd and improved by Truth and Evidence.
So that thd we may thank our Predeceflors for o
freely ac‘rzmzx[az‘zisz Materials, whereby the Sci-
ence mrrr/w be [ét out in a more perfect manner ;
we may yet regret the Fate of the Science, in that
it fho'd, by z‘bwr volurinous Writings, be ra-
ther overwbelmed and buried, than exhibited to
Adwantage.

Whil} I was making this Search, nothing
Jeend’d more rational than to fift out an: f throw to-
gether, from all thefé mzm‘ut and modern Wyi-
tings, whatever appear’d fo found and reafinable,
that nobody flill d in the Science could diftruf? t/‘ﬂ
Truth of em. This Tafk being Sirft acco
ed, my next Bza,fmj; was 1o fc, m th fjj: omifiu-
ous Collestion in a fort of compendious Syftem,
agreeable to the Rules of Method in teaching any
Science, and in fuch a manner as might make if
mpm’;/e of 551?}5{ eafily and diligently conficlted by
myfelf's that if any thing new or unobferv'd fhou rt’
offer in the Ccm/c*qf my Phyfical Emplgy, Iimight
have an Opportunity of referr ing to its pro ‘;H
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Head : and laftly, that b vy this means I might be
able to deliver and tmprint faithfully /m,/: 06-
fervations on your Minds, as bad been before
weighed and digefled in my own for your Inte-

J'{/ff.
You bave now /fr‘H the Motives ]{i om which I

became !a/f/mfmb to tncreafe the too great Num-
ber of Medical Writer , by pzré’j/’*mr my little
Book of /ff;’*cri/fm concerning the Knowl: Hﬂr and

Cure of Difeafés.  For *'/)m’: Piece of I’ft/f!/h'—
ff.u?? I blufh, as often as I think on the De ofelis
of the Book, with which I am too well acquaint-
ed, or whenever I compare it with fome of the
more excellent ]”:fﬂ mances of the Ancients.
Being hence fenfible that its ijw]w!urzs will
70t zm/ofmf ly fupport me under, or give any
rooms to look for the Title of a :of! Author., 1
cor’d not however at id the Publication of thofé
Aphorifins, unlefs I wow'd have flighted the Of-
fice which public Authority had affigned me, to
“which Obedience ought to be paid.

?\.m: when I compofed that Work, I endea-
vour'd caut oufly to avoid every thing that might
affora fl?"“’/ of D anger o. or Error z‘aBr’er s s
and as the I w/m, of fﬂc Book was c/m,zv fo deli-

wer raiber ,f e Method than Materials for treat~

(%

ing Difeafes I fook care to infert no Pn_/;,r ipti-

ons of rsfwfmx s throughout the whole.

‘Tf,u no ways prejudiced the Defign of that
eatife, but rather prevented much barm from
#he
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the Emy pirical Pr ffé‘;/c’r who, /ﬁd’v}':q‘ OCE
heard f/’e Names of the Difeafe and Medicine,
boafts bimfelf Mafter of the Faculty, preaching
up his Abilities every-where unp: m{// d, to the
Deflruétion of Mankind, till Wifdom comes too
late at the Expence of others Lives.

But being under an Qbligation of acquainting
my PH/?[/.}, in Courfe, with Examples of this
Kind, I therefore wrote a few Sheets upon the
Materia Medica for their private Information,
.:wzz‘rzzm}zg proper Dareitions jc; mcma_:‘md that
Part of Phyfick 5 defigned only for the Ufe of fich
as gave their clofé zfﬁmrzwz to my other Diélates
n z[w private Schools, to whom alone they cou'd
be of Service.

And I can appeal to no body better than your
felves, as Witneffes with «¥at Caution I bave
proceeded in this Point; bow frequently I have
confider’d every little Pm ticular, till I have be-
come even méjﬂm‘ and odious z‘; you, before I
wou'd venture to lay down the ]\mm or [peak
in Praife of any pmz‘zczdw Medicine : écu"r - Juf-
ficiently Jenfible, that no Medicine can be given of
Serwice in every Difeafé; but, on the contrary,
1 have found that what bas cured one Dife (f/e
under particular Circumflances, has in different
Conflitutions and Stages of the very fame Difeafe
proved of pernicious Confequence.

I thought it therefore improper to publifh thefé
Yormule alone, without the necefJary Cautions

and
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and Admonitions I endeavour to inculcate with
‘em, according to the beft of my Power, when I
am [peaking zzpa;z thefe Matters to my diligent
Auditors. But, to my Grief, it bas fmpfm d
quite othert f/c’ ja? a Perfon of Learning at
London got "em publif’d without my W z/f or
even Knou/ca'n, who at the fame time feems fo
think and write in too grand a manner of me,

and that vile Performance; nor awas this Pub-
lication executed without a good many Errors,
and fome of very bad Confequence

This obliged me to revife the whole, corret the
Errors, and make Jeveral Adds ;zfm, that if
might be better fitted Jor appearing in Print, to
Jave them the trouble of tranferibing, for u,fro/
Uj it 1s defigned. In the mean time I wou'd
clofely and faztfwfu[[y admonifh you, as a Friend,
to be thoroughly verféd in the Hz/iam‘ of Di/t’(?/{’.f,
t0 be well acquainted with all the pernicious, as
well as falutary Effets of the Materia Medica ;
crr’"ﬂrm'f/ you % will reap more Damage than Good
from vhat is contained in this little Book : w vbich,
‘that it might be the more perfect and ufeful to
you, has an Index adjoined !0 it by the Learned
Samuel Dury, @ Doétor of Phyfic, and confider-
able Well-wifber to the Science.

Gentlemen, farewell,

Written at L:)(r";n
hl 11?1‘ Jf’ifa
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