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Truly Ingenious and Learned Dr. Sloane. 3 Vhyfician
extraordinary to Her mofl Sacred Majefty, Secretary
to the Royal Society, and Fellow of the College
of Vhyfeciam, London.

I think my felf under many Obligations of offering this Un¬
dertaking to you, which I mould be much wanting to my

ielf if I did not acknowledge : The Firft is, that you have
been a very generous Encourager of this Defign ,• not only by
recommending the Work, but in affixing the Performance,
which,is a Favour I beg Leave to thank you for, as well as the
kind Prefent you made me of your Natural Hijlory of Jamaica.,
And tho' thefe were Inducements, they were not the real Mo¬
tives that made me think this Work cou'd come to none fo pro¬
perly as your felf: But it was the Confideration, that you are,
wichout the leaft Tincture of Flattery, the only Perfon of the
Faculty in thefe Kingdoms, who of late Years have made the
Materia Medica your Study: So that it is hard to fay, whe-her
your Difcoveries in the Theory of Medicine, or your judicious
Improvements of thofe Difcoveries in the Practice, have ex¬
ceeded.

It wou'd look vain in me to attempt the Characters of my
Authors to one who is fo much better acquainted wkh them, and
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vvhofe fingle Recommendation wou'd be fufficient to make the
publick vaiue their Productions: But I flatter my felf you will
forgive me if I briefly inform you of the Method us'd in Com.
piling and Translating this Work, wherein 1 hope you will be
of Opinion I have done my Authors no Injuftice : For in the
firft Place I have taken Monfieur fomet for my Text, making
life of the Liberty of throwing out Repetition or whatever
elfe was foreign to the Purpofe, or better defcrib'd by others,
efpecially Meffiures Toarnefort and Lemery, whom you know well
are more accurate and concife. And in the next Place 1 have
added feveral Things to Mr. tpomet, wherein he was erroneous
in Defcription, Dofe, or Choice of Druggs, which were much
better known in thefe Countries, and more in Ufe amongft us :
And indeed I have purfued the fame Rule with Monfieur Lemery,
but with more Caution; fo that it made this a Work of more
Time than I expected, when I firft engag'd in it : And yet
perhaps I have not come up to.the Tafte of fome curious Gen¬
tlemen, who are more accurate in Botany than I can pretend
to: Therefore I throw my felf entirely upon your Favour, be-
caufe I am aifur'd you have too much Candour for Induftry,
and Concern for ufeful Knowledge,not to pardon fmall Faults
for the Sake of many Things that may be commendable and
inftructive, and that otherwife wou'd not be fo readily ufher'd
into the World.

And tho' it is certain that the Knowledge and Choice of
Druggs is one of the moil ufeful and important Parts of Phy-
fick, yet it has been the mod neglected of any to this t Day j
and ic is not eafily apprehended how much the Publick fuflers in
the Sale, which is daily made of i know not what fophifticated
and decay'd Druggs, which are not capable of producing the
Effects that are defign'd by them, and expected from them,
cither to reftore or preferve the Health of Mankind. We may
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yet be more furpriz'd in the fatal Mifchief that flows from
Mens Ignorance in the common Choice of Druggs ; and that
nothing is more frequent in Druggifts and Apothecaries Shops
than adulterated Medicines, which deferve not the lead: Tictle of
thofe pompous Names, by which they enhance the Prices of
them.

Hence, Sir, you may plainly fee our Author's Defigns were
toexpofe the ill Practices of thofe Men who did fo much Pre¬
judice to the Profeffion of Phyfick, by rendring the Practice
precarious, and fetting a greater Value on a decay'd Drugg,
or Compofition of the Shops, than on the Life or Health of
one of their Fellow Creatures: Therefore as one can fcarce
difcover their Works of Darknefs without furfering by the Ma*
lignity of their Tongues, who fo undefervedly make a Gain of
Peoples Credulity, 1 ftand in Need not only of an Advocate
but a Protector : And fince every one knows that you are uni~
verfally skill'd in all the mod curious and ufeful Secrets of Na¬
ture, either in the Vegetable, Animal, or Mineral Kingdoms,
whatever is here treated of in the following Books, your Tra¬
vels into thofe Countries abroad, where many of them are
produc'd, and your Diligence in furnifhing your Mttfaum at
Home, from all Parts of the World, have made you intimate¬
ly familiar with 5 fo that no Perfon but will allow your Ap¬
probation a fufficient Sanction to this Work, and your Prote¬
ction to the Compiler hereof, who is with the utmoft Efteem,

SIR.
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Tour very Humble

Servant to Command, &c.
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