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S. P. D.
Vru egoa medicis & matbemati-
cis autoribtts,orti4ti/?ime Canccl-
larie, nnper ad Cracarum bislo-
riarit fcriptores, animi gratia, me
confcrre,forte fortttna in HerodotU
percommode incidi:ipud quema-
gna cuyoluptate aduotaui j£ma-

Jim .Aegyptiorum T\egem prudcntif$imttm,olimfnis le~
gededijje ytqnotanis apud prouincix frxpdem ynuf-
quifqtte ncij, ac yitxrationcmredderct: demonBraret-
qrte -vndc yineret,& quo quxfliifuflcntarctur.Quod qui
faccre detrcctarei\prxfcntcm pcenam agnofcebat.lcgcnt
eam poflca ab A-cgypttis Solonem ad Athcnienjes, &
rttrfnmabhisCenforinm CatonemadI{omanostranf-
tuliffe,ibideminanimumreuocauimettm:cxcmploJane
cmnibusnon dicam rcgnis &prouinciis, (edeti.im yr-
bibus fingulis,ac yiculis magnopereimitabili, &fum-
ine obferuands. Cuihodiefiiocusaliquis dareturfceli-
citer cttm rebus humanis agerctur. Nam qmfqne in offi-
cio effefatageret,ac artem aliquam tra&are mcditarc
tur, quS, fe a pcenafolers cripcrct, ac inopem yitamfe-
dttlb defcndcrct.Fndc,ycltantillumcommodibincftlte
cmergerct,quodin alicnas poffcfienes,imo ycro in yita
smnipoffejsione cariore(fnblatae rnedia hominu yni-
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'uerfitate quauis inertia, fcelertim quorumcnmque al-
trice ac parente)facra nefcio qua aurifame, tam frcqut-
tes nonfttuerentur inftdix: nec ef]'et,yt eff in proucrbio,
bomo homini lupus.6 ter,quaterque beatas i[cfpubl. in
quibus tamfan&a lex aliquado yigebitVo fcculum yc-
re aureum,in quo l\egcs,}{cgumque <yvfj.$vAoi,in hxc ta
proba incumbentftudiat.yctiifque inftitutum nouumfa-
ccre aggrcdietur^Sed quorfumrapiorladmeredco. Cttm
itaque tn hanc Herodoti hifforiam ycre auream incidif

fcm, mcarum partium effc duxi, hoc nouo inctmtc anno
(acfilcx illd ^imafina hodie locum baberet)ocif,yitxy;
mcx rationcm apud te rcddcre: quiper yniuerfum Cal-
lix regnumjonge latequefufum, ncdum in certa aliqua
eius prouinciafummus Cancellarius baberis,& Trxfes
cmniumfupremus.ltaque, quia quam quifque nouii ar-
tem in ea &fc exercere,& illms fpecimen tuio xdcrcpo-
tcft,ex duabtts artibus(medica,inqua,& attronomica)
quarumguftum qualcmcumquefua benignitate imperti-
re mihi dignatus cs~l largitor tlle bonoruomnium Deus
Opt. Triax. pofiremam hic (nam ytramque coniun&hn
alibi)exornandam &illuftrandam mihipropofui.Ex
cuius hortulis,ctiam media Brmna ycrnantibus,flofctt-
lum hunc tibi hodie concinnarenihil fum cu&attts: tibi,
inquam,qucphilofophix cwleffisjmoyero fio^vfioiret]!
omniilappritnefiudiofum ef]e,& noui & audiui. Veru
enimucro,cudi&iftofculi,&papiraceimttnufculitcnui-
tatem,cttm fublimitatis tuxgradu copono, animusfanc
meus in diucrft rapitur:adcs,yt de mutad a fentetia,&
tuertedo cofilto rationefccuiureineat.In quo du anxius
bxret,ccce illi peropporttme, ceu Dcus qnifpiam cx im-
frouifo(quod dicuf)occurrit,yir doflus xque,ac huma-
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nw,^KTOKIVS MIK^I^DVSinfupremo
VdrifienjiSendtu frafes integerrimus, mfirtrum^ Bor-
btniorum decus fingtddre, &tudrum yirtutum,titiqttc
cdndtris prxdicdtor conftdntifiimus:dpud qttem dum
infiitttti mei fummam exponojubrufitcum puderem meu
infignitcr obiurgdt: di&itdns tc eum effcddqnempcr-
fdciles dditus patednUquique obldtds eruditorum lucu-
brdtiones yltro excipids,etia qitdntumuis exiguds: nec
yllum a tuo confpe&uexcludds, dc triftcm dbircfinds.
Quedum dudirem,extimido dudetior ilico fumfd&tts:
quem enim tdnti yiri yoxnon excitet ? Ccepi itdque Zo-
diogrdphkdm hdnc medm lucubrdtiunculdm, fuperio-
rttm menfiumno&ibus dliquetprxcipitdtdyenus qudin
eldbordtdmjncudiytcumque redderc: yt in tuo nonnne

fub initidhuiits noui dnni, <f>fAiarf ovifioit omnibus ex-
cudcretur.Hdc/iquifpidmdecorpufcitlo,& motefdne-
qitdm exigud expendere yolet dc mctiri, perpufillum o-
pufculum, & muntis yaldc tenue effe dicct: fi de rebus
quds defcribit,fumme diuinu,fublime,mdgnum, dcpre-
tiofum iudicdbit. Ktsibi cceloruSignd duodccim,fuis
coloribuspducts illufirdmtts :nihilomittcntcsquod de
illis dicipofiit,(i Zodidcumeorumdem ye&orc& dtt-
rigdm fpe&ds:qnem.Xrifiotctcspropter diuindm ipfo-
rum Signorum energeidmjmortis&yitxcirculttmdppel
Idre nihil yeretur.ld dutem drgumcnti co libentius trd-
&dndumfumpfimus, ytfidem ex no fird Cofmogrdphid
hduditd pride le&oribus ddtd,opportune liberdremtis.
T\eliqttd ibidem d nobis promififd intrddiesdhquot
(dfpirate Domino)expeditttrifttm 9, modo httc ytprio-
rd, do&is & bonis fldcuiffe intellexa-imus. Vldnetds
dicojiue fUnetdrttm colIcgium,& ^Aflcrifmos,ccuftel-
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latam expropriis imazinihus oBdu&fphtrASj/««/-*.
jQ«rf omniatamfacilimcthodofumus coplexi, vtqui-
«isetia mediocriter eruditus, quatuoropufculis yerfus
quinquies mille plits minus capientibus, laboremodico
& impcnfa letti, totum ccelefte rheatrum & capcre, &
perltiflrarc, animoque circuferre ptfiit: ah infimis enint
adfumma gradatim confcendimus: & hinc immenfam
Dei, cceloru & terr.t ^irchitecii incompaiabilis fapie*
tiam,gloriam,&maic.fiatcm omnibuspalam exhibcre
fategimus. Kec tcmcre meafententia, nam, yt est apud
regium Tropbeta,St ovfavoi ^tHyovvrea ^o/oij" @iov,Tro!a-
ertp £i ^tif Sju ixvtov txvAyyi Aa to ^ia/^a. Sanc,fiori-
gincm nosiram ceeleftem facimus,fifpiritumnoFirorum
corporum formatorcm, gtrmcn cffe ccelc.His ignis Galc-
nus pofuiffiaftro perfimilem>Arifto'telcs dixit,nihilyi-
deo homini affine magis,& cognatum effe, quam cceltt.
Ojtod qui ncgat, impie & Deo & "Katunt Gygantum
more,pugnat:\cque dcgcnere animam hahere pala pro-
fitetur.tlam qu*,per Deos immortales,digniores difci-
flin.t,autmagis necefjaria^quam qua in rebus ccelefli-
bus perpi.tuo ycrfantur?In quo perfeciins Deifummi <e-
tcrnitatcm contemplariliceat, quarnin his qux dtuina
funt,& corruptioniminime obnoxiaZ^Aqtto melius in-
tjfabilem Dcimaicfiate,& cttcra quxinrcrum natu-
ra (lupffcimtts & admiramtir colligere dabitur, quam
aflcUarumpulchritudine,Signoritmcnergeia,ccelimo-
tu & yaftitatc? Tlabet fanh ha\c diuina contemplatioy
mfcio quid latcntis miraculi, imo ytro abslrufic cncr-
geist,qu£ menks nefiras in ftti}& Dci Opt. Ttfax. ad-
mirationcm & amorem , abdita »dtttr<e familiaritatey
nofecus rapit,quam Tilagnes firrum.Dco itaqucgratias
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fummas agere debemus,qu6d in bac caligine mentis hu
man.t, aliquas fcintillas fuxfapietix & diuinitatis in
caelo maxime luccre yelif.femelque inuentam caleslcm
pbilofopbiam,adyfumin yita tramftrri: ad' pranofcc-
dasaimi temptfl<*tes,aerismotus,menftu& dicrmnrx-
tiones, adtucnday aletudincm,adrcmnauticam/ujli-
cam,mcdicam,militarcm,&,ytpaucismtdta dicam,ad
quiduU fcre infublunari orbeperficiendum & attfpi-
candumfed omnium maxime ad celebrandum optficem
Deum.Verhn hxcplusfatis,prxfcrtimapnd tantttm yi-
rum omnigena eruditiene illuftratunv.cuius ociumfum-
m'e ncgotiefumhabetur.prxfmimbtfce temporibus ,in
quibus Marsfuisfuriiscomitatus, horrcdunefcio quii

fremit. Tineitaqucfaciofittc obnixepetcns,ornatifiime
Cance!larie,yt xeniolum hoc qualectmque,bifcelani ca-
ledis ex animo tibi oblatutamplacidccxcipias, qttam
libcnter exbibco.Hocfa&umfiinteUexero,conatus meos
ad alia qux. in manibusfunt,& his maiora,ex ymbrx
in lucemprofcrenda,non mediocriterpromouebis. Bene
yalc. Lutetix pridie natalis IES V CH]{ ISTI
feruatoris noFlri. i $ j z.
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