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Chap. XLL-LINIMENTS, OINTMENTS,
CERATES, axd PLASTERS.

These are all combinations of fixed oil, or animal fat, with
other substances, and differ from each other only in consis¬
tence. Deyeux has, indeed, lately defined plasters to bo com¬
binations of oil with metallic oxides; but as this would com¬
prehend many of our present ointments, and exclude many
of our plasters, we shall adhere to the old meaning of the
terms.

Liniments are the thinnest of these compositions, being on¬
ly a little thicker than oil.

Ointments have generally a degree of consistence like that
of butter. Jj-

Cerates are firmer, and contain a larger proportion of wax.
Piasters are the most solid, and derne their firmness, ei¬

ther from a large proportion of wax, ro?in, &cT or from the
presence of some metallic oxide, such as that of lead.

Plasters should have such a consistence as not to adhere to
the fingers when cold, but become soft and plastic when gent¬
ly heated. The heat of the body should render them tenacious
enough to adhere to the skin, and to the substance on which
they are spread. When prepared, they are usually formed into
rolls, and inclosed in paper. Plasters of a small size are often
spread on leather, sometimes on strong [taper, or on tinfoil,
by means of a spatula gently heated, or the thumb. The lea¬
ther is cut of the shape wanted, but somewhat larger ; and
the margin all around, about ^ inch in breadth is left ufteo-
vered, for its more oa^y removal when necessary! Linen is
also used, especially for the less active piasters, which are
used as dressings, ami often renewed. It is generally cut
into long slips, of various breadths, from one to six inches.
These may cither be dipt into the melted plaster, and passed
through two pieces of straight smooth wood, held firmly to¬
gether, s< as to remove any excess of plaster; or, what is
more elegant, they are spread on one side only, by stretch¬
ing the linen, and applying the plaster, which has been melt¬
ed and allowed to become almost cold, evenly by means of
a spatula gently heated, or, more accurately, by passing the
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linen on which the plaster has been laid, through a machine
formed of a spatula fixed, by screws, at a proper distance
from a plate of polished steel.

To prevent repetition, the Edinburgh college give the fol¬
lowing canon for the preparation of these substances :

In making these compositions, the fatty and resinous substan¬
ces are to be melted with a gentle heat, and then constant¬
ly stirred, adding, at the same time, the dry ingredients,
if there be any, until the mixture on cooling becomes stiff.

The Dublin College prefixes the following direction :

Tutty and calamine employed in making ointments, are pre¬
pared in the same manner as chalk.

In making ointments and plasters, the wax, resins, and fats,
are to be melted with a moderate heat, then removed from
the fire, and constantly stirred, until they cool, adding, at
the same time, the dry ingredients, if there be any, in very
fine powder.

Sevum prjeparatum. Lond.
Prepared Suet.

Cut the suet into pieces, melt it over a slow fire, and express
it through linen.

Adeps prjeparata. Lond.
Prepared Hogs Lard.

Cut the lard into pieces, melt it over a slow fire, and express
it through linen.

Adeps sujixus pr^pakatus. Dub.
Prepared Iiogs Lard.

Melt fresh lard, cut in pieces, with a moderate heat, and strain
with expression through flannel.

Lard, which is purified by those who sell it, and which is
preserved with salt, is to be melted with twice its weight of
boiling water, and the mixture well agitated. Set it then
aside until it cool, and separate the fat.

Before proceeding to melt these fats, it is better to sepa¬
rate as much of the membranes as possible, and to wash them
in repeated quantities of water until they no longer give out
any colour. Over the fire they will be perfectly transparent,
and, if they do not crackle on throwing a few drops into the
fire, it is a sign that all the water is evaporated, and that the

*
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fats are ready for straining, which should be done through
a linen doth without expression. The residuum may be re¬
peatedly melted with a little water, until it become discolour¬
ed with the fire. The fluid fat should be poured into the
vessels, or bladders, in which it is to be preserved.

These articles had formerly a place also among the prepa¬
rations of the Edinburgh college. But now they introduce
them only into their list of the materia medica; as the apo¬
thecary will, in general, find it more for his interest to pur¬
chase them thus prepared, than to prepare them for himself;
for the process requires to be very cautiously conducted, to
prevent the fat from burning or turning black.

CERA FLAVA PUFIFICATA. Did).
Purijicd Yellow Wax,

Take of
Yellow wax, any quantity.

Melt it with a moderate heat, remove the scum, and after al¬
lowing itjto settle, pour it cautiously off from the faces.
Yellow wax is so often adulterated, that this process is by

no means unnecessary.

LlNIMENTUM SIMPLEX. Ed.
Simple Liniment.

Take of
Olive oil, four parts;
White wax, one part.
This consists of the same articles which form the Unguen-

tum simplex of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, but merely in
a different proportion, so as to render the composition thin¬
ner ; and where a thin consistence is requisite, this may be
considered as a very elegant and useful application.

Unguentum simplex. Ed.
Simple Ointment.

Take of
Olive oil, five parts ;
White wax, two parts.
Both these ointments may be used for softening the skin

and healing chaps.

Unguentum cetacei. Lond-
Ointment of Spermaceti.

Take of
Spermaceti, six drachms: u
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"White wax, two drachms ;
Olive oil, three fluidounces.

Melt them together over a slow fire, and stir them constant¬
ly until they be cold.

Unguentum spermatis ceti. Dub.
Ointment of Spermaceti.

Take of
White wax, half a pound ;
Spermaceti, one pound ;
Prepared hogs lard, three pounds;

Make into an ointment.

This had formerly the name of Linimentum album, and
it is perhaps only in consistence that it can be considered
as differing from the Unguentum simplex, already mention¬
ed, or the Ceratum simplex, afterwards to be taken notice of.

Ceratum simplex. Ed.
Simple Cerate.

Take of
Olive oil, six parts;
White wax, three parts ;
Spermaceti, one part.

Ceratum cetacei. Londi
Cerate of Spermaceti.

Take of
Spermaceti, half an ounce;
White wax, two ounces;
Olive oil, four fluidounces.

Add the oil to the wax and spermaceti, melted together, and
stir until the cerate be cold.

This had formerly the name of Ceratum album, and it dif¬
fers in nothing from the Unguentum cetacei, or Linimentum
album as it was formerly called, excepting in consistence, both
the wax and the spermaceti bearing a greater proportion to
the oil.

Ceratum simplex. Loud.
Simple Cerate.

Take of
Olive oil, four fluidounces ;
Yellow wax, four ounces.

Add the oil to the melted wax, and mix.

vv v
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Unguentum ceim flav^:. Dub.

Ointment of Yellow Wax.
Take of

Purified yellow wax, a pound;
Prepared hogs lard, four pounds.

Make into an ointment.

UnGCENTUM CEKiE ALBiE. Dub.
Ointment of White Wax,

Is prepared in the same manner, with whitwwax, instead of
yellow.

Unguentum sambuci. Lond.
Elder Ointment.

Take of
Elder flowers,
Prepared lard, of each two pounds.

Boil the flowers in the lard till they become crisp ; then ex¬
press through linen.

Dub.
Take of

Fresh elder flowers, three pounds ;
Prepared hogs lard, four pounds;
Mutton suet, two pounds.

Boil the flowtfrs in the lard, until they become crisp; then
strain with expression ; lastly, add the suet, and melt them
together.
Compositions of this kind were formerly very frequent;

but vegetables, by boiling in fats and oils, impart to them
nothing but a htile mucilage, which change the greasy oils
to drying oils, and any resin or volatile oil they may contain ;
but that also is never in such quantity as to affect the nature
of the fit or fixed oil. We therefore do not suppose that
this ointment possesses any properties different from a simple
ointment of the same consistence, except its fragrancy.

LlMMENTUM TEREBINTHINa:. Lond.
Turpentine Liniment.

Take of
Cerate of resin, one pound ;
Oil of turpentine, half a pint.

Add the oil of turpentine to the cerate melted, and mix.

Much used for rubbing parts affected with rheumatic pains,
and on sprained joints.
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Cekatum resinje- Lond.

Cerate of Resin.
Take of

Yellow resin,
Yellow wax, of each one pound ;
Olive oil, one pint.

Melt the resin and wax together with a slow fire; then add
the oil, and strain the cerate, while still hot, through linen.

UNGUENTUM RESINiE ALB.E. Dlib.
Ointment of White Resin.

Take of
Hoi^s lard, four pounds ;
"White resin, two pounds ;
Yellow wax, one pound ;

Make into an ointment, which is to be strained while hot,
through a sieve.

XJxGVENTUM RESINOSUM. Ed.
Resinous Ointment.

Take of
Hogs lard, eight parts ;
Pine resin, five parts ;
Yellow wax, two parts.
These are commonly employed in dressings, for digesting,

cleansing, and incarnating wounds and ulcers.

Emplastrum cer^. Lond.
Wax Plaster.

Take of
Yellow wax,
Prepared suet, of each three pounds;
Yellow resin, one pound.

Melt them together, and strain.

Emplastrum simplex, olim Emplastrum cereum. Ed.
Simple or Wax Plaster.

Take of
Yellow wax, three parts ;
Mutton suet,
Pine resin, each two parts.
This is chiefly used to support the discharge from a part

which has been blistered, and was therefore formerly called
Emplastrum attrahens. Sometimes, however, it irritates too
much, on account of the resin; and hence, when designed

II
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only for dressing blisters, the resin ought to be entirely omit¬
ted, unless where a continuance of the pain and irritation,
excited by the vesicatory, is required. Indeed, plasters of
any kind are not very proper for dressing blisters ; their con¬
sistence makes them sit uneasy, and their adhesiveness ren¬
ders the taking of them off painful. Cerates, which are softer
and Jess adhesive, appear much more eligible: the Ceratum
spermatis ceti will serve for general u^e; and for some parti¬
cular purposes, the Ceratum resinae flavse may be applied.

Unguentum elemi. Dub.
Ointment oj Elemi.

Take of
Resin of elemi, one pound ;
White wax, half a pound j ^
Prepared hogs lard, four pounds../

Make into an ointment, to be strained through a sieve while
hot.

Unguentum elemi compositum. Lond.
Compound Ointment of Elemi.

Take of
Elemi, one pound ;
Turpentine, ten ounces ;
Suet, prepared, two pounds ;
Olive oil, two fluidounces.

Melt the elemi with the suet; and having removed it from
the fire, mix with it immediately the turpentine and oil;
after which strain the mixture through linen.

■This ointment, formerly known by the name of Linimentum
Arccei, has long been used for digesting, cleansing, and in¬
carnating, and, for these purposes, is preferred by some sur¬
geons to all the other compositions of this kind, probably be¬
cause it is more expensive.

Unguentum picis liquids. Lond.
Tar Ointment.

Take of
Tar,
Prepared suet, of each one pound.

Melt them together, and express through linen.

Dub.
Take of

Tar,
Mutton suet prepared, of each half a pound.

Melt them together, and strain through a sieve.
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Unguentum ptcis. Ed.
Tar Ointment.

Take of
Tar, five parts;
Yellow wax, two parts.
These compositions cannot be considered as differing es¬

sentially from each other. As far as they have any peculiar
activity, this entirely depends on the tar. From the em-
pyreumatic oil and saline matters which it contains, it is un¬
doubtedly of some activity. Accordingly, it has been success¬
fully employed against some cutaneous affections, particular¬
ly tinea capitis.

Unguentum hesinae nigr^ji. Lond.
Ointment of Pitch.

Take of
Pitch,
Yellow wax,
Yellow resin, of each nine ounces ;
Olive oil, a pint.

Melt together, and express through linen.

Emplastrum picis compositum. Lond.
Compound Pitch Plaster.

Take of
Burgundy pitch, two pounds;
Frankincense, one pound;
Yellow resin,
Yellow wax, of each four ounces ;
Expres-ed oil of mace, one ounce.

To the pitch, resin, and wax, melted together, add first thez
frankincense, and then the oil of mace, and mix.

Emplastrum cumini. Lond.
Cumin Plaster.

Take of
Cumin seeds,
Caraway seeds,
Bay berries, of each three ounces;
Burgundy pitch, three pounds ;
Yellow wax, three ounces.

Melt the pitch and wax together, and mix with them the rest
of the ingredients, powdered.

1 s
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This plaster has been recommended, as a moderately warm,
discutient; and is directed by some to be applied to the hy¬
pogastric region, for strengthening the viscera, and expelling
flatulencies.

Emplasteum aromaticum. Dub.
Aromatic Plaster.

Take of
Frankincense, three ounces;
Yellow wax, half an ounce ;
Cinnamon, in powder, six drachms ;
Essential oil of pimento,
■ ------lemon, tfach two drachms.

Melt the frankincense and wax together, and strain ; when
getting stiff, from being allowed to cool, mix in the cinna¬
mon and oils, and make a plaster.
This has been considered as a very elegant stomach plas¬

ter. As this kind of compositions, on account of their vola¬
tile ingredients, does not keep, it is only made occasionally,
and it should be but moderately adhesive, that it may not
offend the skin, and may without difficulty be frequently re¬
newed ; which such applications, in order to their producing
any considerable effect, require to be.

Unguentum sulphuris. Zand.
Sulphur Ointment.

Take of
Sublimed sulphur, three ounces;
Prepared lard, half a pound.

Mix.

i Ed.
Take of

Hogs lard, four parts ;
Sublimed sulphur, one part.

To each pound of this ointment add of
Volatile oil of lemons, or lavender, half a drachm.

Dub.
Take of

Prepared lard, four pounds ;
Sublimed sulphur, one pound.

Make an ointment.
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Unguentum sulphuris composituM. Loud.
Compound Sulphur Ointment.

Take of
Sublimed sulphur, half a pound;
White hellebore root, in powder, two ounces;
Nitrate of potass, one drachm;
Soft soap, half a pound ;
Prepared lard, a pound and a half.

Mix.

Sulphur is a certain remedy for the itch, more safe than
mercury. A pound of ointment serves for four unctions.
The patient is to be rubbed every night, d fourth part of the
body at each time. Though the disease may be thus cured
by a single application, it is in general advisable to touch the
parts most affected for a few nights longer, and to conjoin
with the frictions the internal use of sulphur.

Unguentum acidi nitrosi. Ed.
Ointment of Nitrous Acid.

Take of
Hogs lard, one pound ;
Nitrous acid, six drachms.

Mix the acid gradually with the melted axunge, and diligent¬
ly beat the mixture as it cools.

Dub.
Take of

Olive oil, one pound ;
Prepared hogs lard, four ounces;
Nitrous acid, one ounce, by weight.

Having melted the oil and lard together in a glass vessel, add
the acid; digest with a moderate heat, in a water-bath,
for a quarter of an hour; then remove them from the bath,
and stir them constantly with a glass rod, until they get
stiff.

The oil and axunge in this ointment are oxidized ; for du¬
ring the action of the acid upon them, there is a great deal of
nitric oxide gas disengaged. It acquires a yellowish colour,
and a firm consistency, and forms an efficacious and cheap
substitute, in slight cutaneous affections, for the ointment of
nitrate of mercury.

B
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Unguentum iniusi meloes vesicatorh ; olim Unguen-
TUM EP1SPASTICUM M1TIUS. Ed.

Ointment of Infusion of Cantharides, formerly called Milder
Epispastic Ointment.

Take of
Cantharides,
Pine resin,
Yellow wax, each one part;
Hogs lard,
Venice turpentine, each two parts ;
Boiling water, four parts.

Macerate the cantharides in the water for a night; then
strongly press out and strain the liquor, and boil it with.
the lard till the water be consumed; then add the resin
and wax; and, when these are melted, take the ointment
off the fire, and add the turpentine.

Unguentum lytxs:. Lond.
Ointment of Spanish Flies.

Take of
Spanish flies, in very fine powder, two ounces ;
Distilled water, eight fluidounces ;
Cerate of resin, eight ounces.

Boil the water with the flies to one half, and mix the cerate
with the filtered liquor, and then evaporate to a proper con¬
sistence.

Ointments, containing the soluble parts of the cantha¬
rides, uniformly blended with the other ingredients, are
more commodious, and in general occasion less pain, though
little less effectual in, their action, than the compositions with
the fly in substance. A very good stimulating liniment is
composed by melting one part of this with half a part of cam¬
phor in powder, and three parts of turpentine.

Unguentum pulveris meloes vesicator.ii ; olim Unguen¬
tum EPISPASTICUM FORTIUS. Ed.

Ointment of the Powder of Spanish Flies, formerly Stronger
Epispastic Ointment.

Take of
Resinous ointment, seven parts;
Powdered cantharides, one part.

Unguentum cantharidis. Dub.
Ointment of Spanish Flies.

Take of
Ointment of yellow wax, half a pound;
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Spanish flies, in powder, an ounce.
Make into an ointment.

64,5

CERATUM JLYTTiE. LoTld,
Cerate of Cantharides.

Take of
Cerate of spermaceti, six drachms ;
Spanish flies, in very fine powder, one drachm.

Add the flies to the cerate, softened over the fire, and mix.
This ointment is employed in the dressing for blisters, in¬

tended to be made perpetual, as they are called, or to be kept
running for a considerable time, which, in many chronic, and
some acute cases, is of great service. Particular care should
be taken, that the cantharides employed in these compositions
be reduced into very subtile powder, and that the mixtures
be made as equal and uniform as possible.

EMPLASTRUM LYTTiE. Lond.
Piaster of Spanish Mies.

Take of
Spanish flies, in very fine powder, one pound ;
Wax plaster, one pound and a half;
Prepared hogs lard, one pound.

Having melted the plaster and lard together, and removed
them from the fire, sprinkle in the flies, a little before they
become firm, and mix the whole together.

Emplastrum cantharidis. Dud.
Plaster of Spanish Flies.

Take of
Purified yellow wax,
Mutton suet, each one pound;
Yellow resin, four ounces ;
Cantharides, in fine powder, one pound.

To the wax, suet, and resin melted together, a little before
they stiffen, on being allowed to cool, mix in the canthari¬
des, and form an ointment.

8
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Empeastrum meloes vesicatorii ; olim Emplastrum vesi-
CATORIUM. Ed.

Plaster of Spanish Flies, formerly Blistering Plaster.
Take of

Mutton suetj
Yellow wax,
Pine resin,
Canthnrides, each equal weights.

Mix the cantharides, reduced to a fine powder, with the other
ingredients, previously melted, and removed from the fire.
In making these plasters, from an incautious application of

heat, the cantharides sometimes lose their vesicating powers;
therefore it is customary, after the blister is spread, to cover
its surface with powdered cantharides. The desired effect is
also more speedy and certain, if the part to which it is to be
applied be well bathed with hot vinegar ; and the blister is
more easily removed if a bit of thin gauze be interposed be¬
tween it and the skin.

EmpLaSTRUM calefaciens. Dub.
Calejacient Plaster.

Take of
Plaster of cantharides, one part;
Burgundy pitch, seven parts.

Melt together, with a moderate heat, and make into a plaster,
This is a very convenient plaster, being more active as a

stimulant and rubefacient than the simple Burgundy pitch
plaster, while it will scarcely ever raise a blister.

Emplastrum meloes vesicatorii compositum. Ed.
Compound Plaster of Spanish Flies.

Take of
Venice turpentine, eighteen parts ;
Burgundy pitch,
Cantharides, each twelve parts;
Yellow wax, four parts ;
Subacetite of copper, two parts;
Mustard seed,
Black pepper, each one part.

Having first melted the pitch and wax, add the turpentine,
and to these, in fusion, and still hot, add the other ingre¬
dients, reduced to a fine powder, and mixed, and stir the
whole carefully together, so as to form a plaster.

I
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This is supposed to be a most infallible blistering plaster.
It certainly contains a sufficient variety of stimulating ingre¬
dients.

Ung'uENTUM PIPERIS NIGRI. Dub,
Ointment of Black Pepper.

Take of
Prepared lard, one pound ;
Black pepper, in powder, four ounces-

Make into an ointment.

This is stimulating and irritating.

UNGUENTUM VERATRf. ZjOfld.
Ointment of White Hellebore.

Take of
White hellebore root, in powder, two ounces ;
Prepared hogs lard, eight ounces;
Oil of lemon, twenty minims.

Mix.

Ungdentum hellebori albi. Dub.
Ointment of White Hellebore.

Take of
Prepared hogs lard, one pound;
White hellebore root, in powder, three ounces.

Make into an ointment.
This is recommended in the itch, and other cutaneous af¬

fections.

UNGUENTUM SABINjE. Dub.
Savine Ointment.

Take of
Fresh savine leaves, separated from the stalks and bruised,

half a pound;
Prepared hogs lard, two pounds;
Yellow wax, half a pound.

Boil the leaves in the lard until they become crisp; then filter
with expression ; lastly, add the wax, and melt them toge¬
ther.

B

Ceratum Sabine. Lond.
Cerate of Savine,

Take of
Fresh savine leaves, bruised, one pound ;
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Yellow wax, half a pound ;
Prepared hogs lard, two pounds.

Boil the savine leaves with the lard and wax melted together,
and express through linen.
This is an excellent issue ointment, being in many re¬

spects preferable to those of cantharides. If fresh leaves are
not to be had, it may be made by mixing the dried leaves
finely powdered, with any ointment of proper consistency.

Emplastrum oxidi plumbi semivitrei ; olim Emplastrum
COMMUNE. Ed.

Plaster of the Semi-vitrified Oxide of Lead, formerly Common
Plaster.

Take of
Semi-vitrified oxide of lead, one part;
Olive oil, two parts.

Boil them, adding water, and constantly stirring the mixture
till the oil and oxide be formed into a plaster.

Emplastrum lithargyri. Dub.
Litharge Plaster.

Take of
Litharge, in very fine powder, five pounds;
Olive oil, nine pounds;
Boiling water, two pints.

Mix them at a high temperature, (200° to 212°), constantly
stirring until the oil and litharge unite, so as to form a
plaster, occasionally supplying the waste of the water with
fresh additions.

Emplastrum plumbi. Lond.
Lead Plaster.

Take of
Semi-vitrified oxide of lead in very fine powder, five

pounds;
Olive oil, one gallon ;
Water, two pints.

Boil together with a slow fire, constantly stirring them, until
the oil and oxide of lead acquire by their union the thick¬
ness of a plaster. But it will be necessary to add a little
more boiling water, if that employed at first be almost all
consumed before the end of the operation.

I
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Oxides of lead, boiled with oils, unite with them into a
plaster of an excellent consistence, and forming a proper basis
for several other plasters.

In the boiling of these compositions, a quantity of water
must be added, to prevent the plaster from burning and grow¬
ing black. Such water as it may be necessary to add during
the boiling, must be previously made hot ; for coid liquor
would not only prolong the process, but likewise occasion the
matter to explode, and be thrown about with violence, to
the great danger of the operator: this accident will equally
happen upon the addition of hot water, if the plaster be ex¬
tremely hot. It is therefore better to remove it from the
fire a little before each addition of water

These plasters, which have been long known under the
name of Diachylon, are common applications in excoriations
of the skin, slight flesh wounds, and the like. They keep the
part soft and somewhat warm, and defend it from the air,
which is all that can be expected in these cases from any
plaster.

Emplastrum klsinosum ; olim Emplastrum adhjesivum.
Ed.

Resinous Plaster, formerly Adhesive Plaster.
Take of

Plaster of semi-vitrified oxide of lead, five parts;
Pine resin, one part.

Emplasteum lithargyri cum resina. Dub.
Litharge Plaster with Resin.

Take of
Litharge plaster, three pounds and a half;
Yellow resin, half a pound.

To the litharge plaster melted with a moderate heat, add the
resin, reduced to a very fine powder, that it may melt
quickly, and make a plaster.

Emplastrum resins. Loml.
Plaster of Resin.

Take of
Yellow resin, half a pound;
Lead plaster, three pounds.

Add the resin, in powder, to the lead plaster, melted with A
slow fire, and mix.

B
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These plasters are used as adhesives, for keeping on other
dressings; for retaining the edges of recent wounds together
when we are endeavouring to cure them by the first inten¬
tion, and especially for giving mechanical support to new
flesh; and contracting the size of ulcers, in the manner re¬
commended by Mr Ba^nton, for the cure of ulcers of the
legs, a mode of treatment so efficacious, that it has entirely
changed the character of these sores.

EMPLASTRUM ASSiF, FffiTIDjE. Ed.
Plaster ofAssafcetida.

Take of
Plaster of semi-vitrified oxide of lead ;
Assafcetida, each two parts ;
G.iibanum,
Yellow wax, each one part.
This plaster is applied to the umbilical region, or over the

whole abdomen, in hysteric cases ; and sometimes with good
effect.

Emplastrum gummosum. Ed.
Gum Plaster.

Take of
Plaster of semi-vitrified oxide of lead, eight parts;
Gum ammoniacum,
Galbanum,
Yellow wax, each one part.

Emplasteum ammoniaci. Land.
Plaster of Ammoniac.

Take of
Strained gum ammoniac, five ounces :
Acetic acid, half a pint.

Dissolve the ammoniac in the vinegar, then evaporate the so¬
lution in an iron pot, by the heat of a water-bath, stirring
it constantly till it acquire a proper thickness.

Emplastrum galbani. Dub.
Plaster of Galbanum.

Take of
Plaster of litharge, two pounds ;
Galbanum, half a pound;
Yellow wax, sliced, four ounces.

Add the plaster and wax to the galbanum, melted, and then
melt the whole together with a moderate heat.
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Emplastrum galbani compositum. Lond.
Compound Plaster of Galbanum.

Take of
Strained galbanum, eight ounces ;
Plaster of lead, three pounds ;
Turpentine, ten drachms;
Frankincense, in powder, three ounces.

With the galbanum and turpentine melted together, mix first
the frankincense, and afterwards the litharge plaster, melt¬
ed also with a very slow fire, and make a plaster.
All these plasters are used as digestives and suppuratives;

particularly in abscesses, after a part of the matter has been
maturated and discharged, for suppurating or discussing the
induration which remains.

B

Emplastrum opii. Lond.
Plaster of Opium.

Take of
Hard opium, in powder, half an ounce;
Frankincense, in powder, three ounces j
Lead plaster, one pound.

Add the opium and frankincense to the melted plaster, and
mix.

Opium plaster is applied in rheumatisms and other local
pains, and is supposed to act by absorption.

Ceratum saponis. Lond.
Soap Cerate.

Take of
Hard soap, eight ounces ;
Yellow wax, ten ounces ;
Semi-vitrified oxide of lead, powdered, one pound ;
Olive oil, one pint;
Vinegar, one gallon.

Boil the vinegar with the oxide of lead, over a slow fire, con¬
stantly stirring, until they unite; then add the soap, and
repeat the boiling in the same manner, until the moisture
be entirely evaporated ; and, lastly, mix with them the wax
previously melted in the oil.
This acts in reality as a saturnine application, the soap

having only the effect of giving a very convenient degree of
adhesiveness.

^■■1 j^BHM^MHH tern
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Emplastrum saponis. Land. Dub,
Soda Plaster.

Take of
Hard soap, sliced, half a pound ;
Lead plaster, three pounds.

Mix the soap with the melted plaster, and boil them to £be
thickness of a plaster.

Emplastrum saponaceum. Ed.
SaponaceousPlaster.

Take 6Y
Plaster of semi-vitrified oxide of lead, four parts;
Gum plaster, two parts;
Soap, sliced, one part.

To the plasters, melted together, add the soap; then boil for
a little, so as to form a plaster.
These are supposed to be mild discutients,

Unguentum oxidi plumbi albi i viilgo Unguentum al¬
bum. Ed.

Ointment of White Oxide of Lead, formerly White Ointment.
Take of

Simple ointment, five parts ;
White oxide of lead, one part.

Unguentum cekusSjE sive subacetatis plumbi. Dub.
Ointment of Ceruse, or of Subaeetate of Lead.

Take of
Ointment of white wax, one pound ;
Ceruse, in very fine powder, two ounces.

Make into an ointment.
This is a cooling desiccative ointment of great use when

applied to excoriated surfaces.

Unguentum acetitis plumbi ; vulgo Unguentum satuk-
~?n ninum. Ed.

Ointment of Acetate of Lead, formerly Saturnine Ointment.
Take of

Simple ointment, twenty parts;
Acetite of lead, one part.
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Unguentum acetatis plumbi. Dub.

Ointment of Acetate of Lead.
Take of

Ointment of white wax, one pound and a half;
Acetate of lead, one ounce.

Make into an ointment.

Ceratum plumbi superacetatis. Lond.
Cerate of Superacetate of Lead.

Take of
Superacetate of lead, in powder, two drachms;
White wax, two ounces ;
Olive oil, half a pint.

Melt the wax in seven fluidounces of the oil, and gradually
add to these the superacetate of lead, separately triturated
with the rest of the oil, and stir the mixture with a wooden
spatula until they unite.
These are also excellent cooling ointments, of the greatest

use in many cases.

Ceratum plumbi compositum. Loud.
CompoundCerate of Lead.

Take of
Solution of subacetate of lead, two fluidounces and a half;
Yellow wax, four ounces ;
Olive oil, nine fluidounces ;
Camphor, half a drachm.

Mix the melted wax with eight fluidounces of the oil, then
remove from the fire; and as soon as the mixture begins to
thicken, pour in, by degrees, the solution of subacetate of
lead, and stir constantly, with a wooden spatula, until it be
cold ; then mix in the camphor, previously melted in the
rest of the oil.

This composition was much recommended by M. Goulard.
It differs from the other saturnine ointments only in consis¬
tence.

Unguentum hydrargyri ; vulgo Unguentum coeruleum.
Ed.

Ointment of Quicksilver, commonly called Blue Ointment.
Take of

Quicksilver,
Mutton suet, each one part;
Hogs lard, three parts.

B
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Rub the mercury carefully in a mortar with a little of the
hogs lard, until the globules entirely disappear; then add
the rest of the fats.

This ointment may also be made with double or triple the
quantity of quicksilver.

Dub.
Take of

Purified quicksilver,
Prepared hogs lard, equal weights.

Triturate them together in a marble or iron mortar, until the
globules of quicksilver disappear.

Unguentum hydrargyri mitius. Dub.
Milder Ointment of Ouicksilver,

Is made with twice the quantity of lard.

Unguentum hydrargyri fortius. Lond.
Stronger Mercurial Ointment.

Take of
Purified quicksilver, two pounds;
Prepared hogs lard, twenty-three ounces;
Prepared mutton suet, one ounce.

First triturate the quicksilver with the suet and a little of the
hogs lard, until the globules be extinguished; then add
the rest of the lard, and mix.

Unguentum hydrargyri mitius. Lond.
Milder Mercurial Ointment.

Take of
The stronger ointment of quicksilver, one pound ;
Hogs lard, prepared, two pounds.

Mix them.

Linimentum hydrargyri. Lond,
Liniment of Mercury.

Take of
Stronger mercurial ointment,
Prepared lard, of each four ounces ;
Camphor, one ounce;
Rectified spirit, fifteen minims ;
Water of ammonia, four fluidounces.

First rub the camphor with the spirit, then with the lard and
mercurial ointment, lastly, having gradually added the wa¬
ter of ammonia, mix all the ingredients together.



utf^B^BH ■ lUfc.

Chap. XLI. Of Liniments, §c. 655

Unguentum oxidi hydrargyri cinerei. Ed.
Ointment of Grey Oxide of Quicksilver. «

Take of
Grey oxide of quicksilver, one part;
Hogs lard, three parts.
These ointments are principally employed, not with a view

to their topical action, but with the intention of introducing
mercury in ail active state into the circulating system, which
may be effected by gentle friction on the sound skin of any
part, particularly on the inside of the thighs or leo-s. For
this purpose, these simple ointments are much better suited
than the more compounded ones, with turpentine and the like,
formerly employed ; for, by any acrid substance, topical in¬
flammation is apt to be excited, preventing further friction
and giving much uneasiness. To avoid this, it is necessary,
even with the mildest and weakest ointment, to change occa¬
sionally the place at which the friction is performed.

It is requisite that the ointments in which the mercury is
extinguished by trituration should be prepared with very <*reat
care; for upon the degree of triture which has been employ¬
ed, the activity of the mercury very much depends The ad¬
dition of the mutton-suet, now adopted by London and Edin¬
burgh, is an advantage to the ointment, as it prevents it from
running into the state of oil, which the hogs lard alone, in
warm weather, or in a warm chamber, is sometimes apt to do
and which is followed by a separation of its constituent parts.
We are even inclined to think, that the proportion of suet
directed by the London college, is too small for this purpose
and, indeed, seems to be principally intended for the more-
effectual triture of the mercury ; but it is much more to be re¬
gretted, that in a medicine of such activity, the colleges should
not have directed the same proportion of mercury to the fatty
matter.

B

EmpLASTRCIM HYnRARGYRI. Ed.
Plaster of Quicksilver.

Take of
Olive oil,
Pine resin, each one part;
Quicksilver, three parts ;
Plaster of semi-vitrified oxide of lead, six parts.

Melt the oil and resin together, and when this mixture is cold,
let the quicksilver be rubbed with it till the globules disap¬
pear ; then add, by degrees, the litharge plaster, melted,
and let the whole be accurately mixed.

■§■■
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Emflastrum hydrargyri. Lend.
Plaster of Quicksilver.

Take of
Purified quicksilver, three ounces;
Sulphuretted oil, one fluidrachm ;
Litharge plaster, one pound.

Triturate the quicksilver with the sulphuretted oil until the
globules disappear ; then gradually add the Jead plaster
melted, and mix the whole together.

Emi'lastrum ammoniaci cum hydrargyro. Lond. Dub.
Plaster of Gum Ammoniacwith Quicksilver.

Take of
Gum ammoniac, strained, one pound;
Purified quicksilver, three ounces ;
(Sulphuretted oil, a fluidrachm, Lond.)
(Turpentine, two drachms, Dub.)

Triturate the quicksilver with the sulphuretted oil, (turpen¬
tine, Z>w£.) until its globules disappear ; then gradually add
the gum ammoniac, melted, and mix them.
These mercurial plasters are considered as powerful re-

solvants and discutients, acting with much greater certainty
for these intentions than any composition of vegetable sub¬
stances alone ; the mercury exerting itself in a considerable
degree, and being sometimes introduced into the habit in such
quantity as to affect the mouth. Syphilitic pains in the joints
and limbs, nodes, tophi, and beginning indurations, are said
to yield to them sometimes.

Unguentbm hydrargyri prjecipitati albi. Lond.
Ointment of White Precipitated Quicksilver.

Take of
White precipitated quicksilver, one drachm ;
Prepared laid, one ounce and a half.

Add the, precipitated quicksilver to the lard, melted with a
slow fire, and mix.

Unguentum submuriatis hydrargyri ammoniati. Dub.
Ointment of Amnoniated Submuriate of Quicksilver.

Take of
Ointment of white wax, one pound ;
Ammoiriated submuriate of quicksilver, an ounce and a

half.
Make into an ointment.

i
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This is a very elegant mercurial ointment, and frequently
made use of in the cure of obstinate cutaneous affections.

UngUENTUM OXIDI HYDRARGYR1 RUBRI. Ell.
Ointment of Bed Oxide of Quicksilver.

Take of
lied oxide of quicksilver by nitrous acid, one part;
Hogs lard, eight parts.

UNGUENTUM SUBNITRATIS HYDRARGYRl. Dab.
Ointment ofSubnitrate of Quicksilver.

Take of
Ointment of white wax, half * pound;
Subnitrate of quicksilver, half an ounce.

Make into an ointment.

B

UNGUENTUM HYDRARGYRl NITRICO-OXYDI. Lotld.
Ointment of Nitric-oxide of Quicksilver.

Take of
Nitric-oxide of quicksilver, one ounce;
White wax, two ounces ;
Prepared lard, six ounces.

Add the nitric-oxide, in very fine powder, to the wax and
lard, previously melted together, and mix.
The oxide should be reduced to very fine powder before it

be added to the axunge. This is an excellent stimulating
ointment, often of very great service in indolent ill-condition¬
ed sores, when we wish to excite them to greater action. As
an eye-ointment, its effects are most remarkable, in the cure
of all inflammations of the tunica conjunctiva, and more par¬
ticularly when there is a thickening and swelling of the inner
membrane of the palpebrae. In such cases, it seems to act
with much greater certainty, if applied immediately after the
eyelids have been scarified. In inflammation, accompanied
with specks, it has a most powerful effect in removing both.
It is also useful in all those ophthalmias which so frequently
appear after small pox, measles, and eruptive diseases of the
hairy scalp. It is used in the same quantity, and in the same
manner as the Unguentum nitratis hyclrargyri; and If"ic prove
too stimulating, it may be diluted with axunge. It is useful
to know that if it be mixed with any ointment containing re¬
sin, the red oxide is very quickly converted into the black,
and the ointment gradually loses its red colour, and passes
through olive-green to black.

2 T
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UNGUENTUM SUPERNITRATIS HYDRARGYRI. Dub.
Ointment of Supernitrate of Quicksilver.

Take of
Distilled quicksilver, one ounce;
Nitrous acid, by weight, two ounces;
Olive oil, one pint;
Prepared hogs lard, four ounces.

Dissolve the quic ksilver in the acid •, mix the solution with the
oil and lard, melted together, and make into an ointment,
in the same manner as the ointment of nitrous acid.

Unguentum hydrargyri njtratis. Lond.
Ointment of'Nitrate of' Quicksilver.

Take of
Purified quicksilver, one ounce;
Nitric acid, eleven tluidr ahms;
Prepared hogs lard, six ounces ;
Olive oil, four fluidounces.

First dissolve the quicksilver in the acid, and then mix the
solution, while hot, with the lard and oil previously melted
together.

h

Unguentum nitratishydrargyri fortius; vulgo Un¬
guentum UiRlNlM. Ed.

Stranger Ointment of Nitrate of Quicksilver, commonly called
Citrine Ocnttuettt.

Take of
Purified quicksilver, one part;
Nitrous acid, two | .arts;
Olive oil, nine parts ;
Hogs lard, three parts.

Dissolve the quicksilver in the acid ; then beat up the solu¬
tion in a glass mortar, with the lard and oil when getting
stiff, after having been melted together, until an ointment
be formed.

Unguentum nitratis hydrargyri mitius. Ed.
Milder Ointment qfNitratt of Quicksilver.

This is prepared in the same way (a* the Ointment of nitrate
of quicksilver), with three times the quantity of oil and hogs
lard.
This ointment, when prepared with lard alone, soon be¬

comes so very hard, that it is necesf<arj to mix it with fresh
axunge before it can be used. The substitution of the oil for
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part of the axunge obviates, in a great measure, this inconve¬
nience. The hardening is entirely owing to the excess of
the acid in the solution of mercury. Hence the London col¬
lege have acted in 1809 very inconsiderately in increasing
the quantity of nitrous acid, from two ounces by weight to
two fluidounces, which caused, as Mr Phillips found, violent
action, and the evolution of much noxious vapour, when the
solution of mercury is mixed with the axunge, and renders
the ointment extremely corrosive. They have in 1815 cor¬
rected this error : But the property which nitrate of raercury,
prepared by ebullition, has, of being decomposed by wa-
er, furnished me with an easy way of getting rid of all ex¬
cess of acid, and of procuring the'subnitrate of mercury in
the state of the most minute division possible. An ointment,
prepared with this subnitrate, had a most beautiful golden
colour; after six months was perfectly soft; and had all the
properties desired.

When the citrine ointment is too hard, it should be soften¬
ed by triturating it with lard or oil; for, if melted with them,
it very soon harden^ again.

Medical use. —This ointment has the very best effects in
herpes, tinea capitis, and similar obstinate cutaneous affec¬
tions, and is almost specific in psorophthalmia, in those slight
excoriations of the tarsi, attended with extreme itching, and
in all the inflammations of the eyes, attended by eruptive dis¬
orders of the hairy scalp or face. It is most conveniently and
effectually used, by rubbing a piece of the size of half a gar¬
den pea, with the point of a hair pencil, over the tarsi, among
the roots of the ciliae, and allowing a small quantity to get on
the inner membrane of the palpebrse. In obstinate cases, a
weak solution of muriate of mercury, used as a collyrium a-
long with this ointment, proves a most powerful remedy.

Unguentum subacetitis cupki. Ed.
Ointment qfSubacetite of Copper.

Take of
Resinous ointment, fifteen parts ;
Subacetite of copper, one part.

Unguentum aeruginis. Dub.
Ointment of Verdigris.

Take of
Ointment of white resin, one pound;
Prepared verdegris, half an ounce.

Make into an ointment.

B
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This ointment is used for cleansing sores, and keeping
down fungous flesh. Where ulcers continue to run from a
weakness in the vessels of the parts, the tonic powers of cop¬
per promise considerable advantage.

It is also frequently used with advantage in cases of ophthal¬
mia, depending on scrofula, where the palpebral are princi¬
pally affected; but when it is to be thus applied, it is, in ge¬
neral, requisite that it should be somewhat weakened by the
addition of a proportion of simple ointment or hogs lard.

Unguentum oxidi zinci impuri. Ed.
Ointment of Impure Oxide of Zinc.

Take of
Simple liniment, five parts;
Prepared impure oxide of zinc, one part.

Unguentum tutije. Dub.
Ointment of Tuttv.

Take of y
Ointment of white wax, ten ounces ;
Prepared tutty, two ounces.

Mi^ke into an ointment.

Unguentum oxidi zinci. Ed*
Ointment of Oxide of Zinc.

Take of
Simple liniment, six parts ;
Oxide of zinc, one part. .

Dub.
Take of

Ointment of white wax, one pound;
Oxide of zinc, an ounce and a half.

Make into an ointment.

U

Unguentum zinci. Lond.
Ointment of Zinc.

Take of
Oxide of zinc, one ounce;
Prepared lard, six ounces;

Mix.

Thfse ointments are chiefly used in affections of the eye,
particularly in those caSes where redness arises rather from
relaxation than from active inflammation.
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Ceratuji carbonatis zinci impcri ; olim Cekatum lapi-
UIS CAI.AM1NARIS. Ed.

Cerate of Impure Carbonate of Zinc, formerly Cerate of Cala¬
mine,

Take of
Simple cerate, five parts ;
Prepared impure carbonate of zinc, one part.

CEEATUM CALAMI MiE. Loild.
Cerate of Calamine.

Take of
Calamine, prepared,
Yellow wax, of each half a pound;
Olive oil, one pint.

Mix the oil with the melted wax, then remove from the fire ;
and, as soon as the mixture begins to thicken, add the ca¬
lamine, and stir the cerate constantly until it be cold.

Unguentum cai.aminaris. Dub.
Calamine Ointment.

Take of
Ointment of yellow wax, five pounds;
Prepared calamine, one pound.

Make into an ointment.
These compositions resemble the cerate which Turner

strongly recommends in cutaneous ulcerations and excoria¬
tions, and which has been usually distinguished by his name.
They appear, from experience, to be excellent epulotics ; and,
as such, are frequently made use of in practice.

EiiPLAbTRUM oxini ferhi rdbri ; olim Emplastrum robo-
RANS. Ed.

Plaster of Red Oxide of Iron, commonly called StrengtheningPlaster.
Take of

Piaster of semi-vitrified oxide of lead, twenty-four parts;
Pine resin, six parts ; ^
Yellow wax,
Olive oil, each three parts;
lied oxide of iron, eight parts.

Grind the red oxide of iron with the oil, and then add it to
the other ingredients, previously melted.

B
V.
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Emplastrum thurfs. Dub.

Plaster of Frankincense.
Take of

Plaster of litharge, two pounds ;
Frankincense, half a pound ;
Red oxide of iron, three ounces.

Sprinkle the oxide into the plaster and frankincense, melted
together, stirring the mixture at the same time, and make
into a plaster.
This plaster is used in weakness of the large muscles, as of

the loins ; and its effects seem to proceed from the mechani¬
cal support given to the part, which may also be done by any
other plaster that adheres with equal firmness.
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