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TTVR Lewis published the first edition of his Nem
-^"^ Dispensatory in 1754. The principal part oi
this work was a commentary upon the London and
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias, of both of which it con¬
tained a complete and accurate translation. A con¬
cise system of the Theory and Practice of Pharmacy
was prefixed as an introduction ; and directions for
extemporaneous prescription, with many elegant ex¬
amples, and a collection of efficacious, but cheap re¬
medies, for the use of the poor, were added as an
appendix.

The manner in which the whole was executed,
placed Dr Lewis at the head of the reformers of
Chemical Pharmacy j for he contributed more than
any of his predecessors to improve that science, both
by the judicious criticism with which he combated
the erroneous opinions then prevalent, and by thf
actual and important additions he made to tint
branch of our knowledge. He was justly rewarred
by the decided approbation of the public. Du'ing
his lifetime many editions were published, eacl fU <*-
ceeding one receiving the improvements whir* the
advancement of the sciences connected wit 1 Phar¬
macy suggested.
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After the death of Dr Lewis, Dr Webster, and Dr
Duncan senior successively contributed to maintain
the reputation of the work, by taking advantage of
the discoveries made in natural history and chemis¬
try, and by making those alterations which new edi¬
tions of the Pharmacopoeias, on which it was found¬
ed, rendered necessary. From the place of their pub¬
lication, and to distinguish them from the original
work of Dr Lewis, which was still reprinted in Lon¬
don without alteration, these improved editions were
entitled The Edinburgh New Dispensatory.

When the Edinburgh College were preparing to
publish the last edition of the Pharmacopoeia, the
booksellers who purchased the copy-right of that
work were desirous that it should be accompanied
by a corresponding Dispensatory. Indeed, since
the year 1788, when my father revised it, it had
undergone no material alteration, although it has
been often reprinted with the name of another edi¬
tor. During that period, the progress of chemistry,
jharmacy, and natural history, has been so great, as
tt render a complete reform absolutely necessary.

This, to the best of my abilities, I attempted in the
rnstedition, which I published in 1803, and, if I may
jucgt from the sale of the work, not altogether un¬
successfully. For, although the impression was very
large, in the course of twelve years it has gone
througi 5 even editions, and is now published for the
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eighth time. These frequent editions have enabled
me, on the one hand, to prevent the work from
ever falling very materially behind the state of the
science ; but, on the other hand, the very short time
allowed me to prepare each for the press, compared
with the size of the volume, the multiplicity of ob¬
jects which it embraces, and the very rapid progress
and unsettled state of chemistry, have hitherto pre¬
vented me from giving it that degree of perfection
which I have always wished it to possess. On most
occasions I have had recourse to original sources of
information ; and when I have sometimes borrowed
from other compilers like myself, I have always ta¬
ken care to be assured of their accuracy. I may
also, as a proof of my anxiety to render this work
worthy of the favourable reception with which it has
met, advert to the numerous experiments which I
have made, either to settle points upon which the
best authorities were at variance, or to investigate
substances which were imperfectly understood.

The additions, improvements and corrections in
the present edition are considerable. To notice all
of them, from the manner in which they are disper¬
sed throughout every part of the work, would far ex¬
ceed the limits of a preface. The most important
have originated in the alterations and corrections
introduced by the London College into the new edi¬
tion of their Pharmacopoeia, of which the present
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Dispensatory contains an accurate translation, and
to which the commentaries have been adapted.

In all the editions the plan and arrangement a-
dopted by Dr Lewis have been followed. The work
is divided into three parts. The first contains Ele¬
ments of Pharmacy; the second the Materia Medi-
ca ; and the last, the Preparations and Compositions.
- The Jirst of these is entirely new, nothing being
retained but the title. It is divided into two sec¬

tions. The first contains a very concise account of
some of the general doctrines of Chemistry, and of
the properties of all simple bodies, and the generic
characters of compound bodies. In the second
part, the Operations of Pharmacy, and the necessary
apparatus, are described ; and an Appendix is add¬
ed, containing many very useful tables, and the ex¬
planation of the plates.

The second and third parts contain translations of
the Pharmacopoeias of the Colleges of Edinburgh,
Dublin, and London ; with a commentary, more or
less full, as the nature of the article seemed to re¬

quire. In the dictionary of Materia Medica, I have
adopted the nomenclature of the Edinburgh College,
or rather of natural history, in preference to the of¬
ficinal names hitherto employed. To the systematic
name of each article are subjoined its synonimes in
the different Pharmacopoeias, and the designations
of the parts used in medicine; then the class and
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order of natural bodies to which it belongs ; and if
a vegetable, the exact number of its genus and spe¬
cies, according to the excellent edition of Linn^us's
Species l J kmtaram, published at Berlin by Professor
WlLLDENOW.

In consequence of the plan which I adopted, of
confining this Dispensatory to the articles contained
in the British Pharmacopoeias, I was obliged to omit
several substances in use as popular remedies, as
well as those which are now obsolete, but frequent¬
ly occurring in old medical authors, and such as
have acquired reputation in other countries, or are
even fashionable at home, but not yet sanctioned by
any of our Colleges. The necessary information re¬
specting these, along with short Elements of Thera¬
peutics, and the Principles of Extemporaneous Pre¬
scription, illustrated by examples, I intend to pub¬
lish separately, as an Appendix to the Edinburgh
New Dispensatory
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