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THE CLASSIFICATION OF PLANTS
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AS INTRODUCTORY TO

A ENOWLEDGE OF BOTANY.
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must be noticed, in the first ]\f;:(_‘t?. that the vegetable
lom is divided by Linngus into twenty-four classes,
Lo some one of which eve 'y plant that has hitherto been
Wscovered is veadily referred; and on this basis the whole
rotenetire of botany is fonnded.  To understand this,
¥ thavadic Jdi0 . rovte of a flower be pre=
¥ known to the pupil, as on this depends the vluce:

. And these, generally speaking, are four: viz.
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1. The Caryx. 3. The Stamzxy,

2. The CororrA. 4. The PistiL.

Cavryx. If I take a single-flowered rose, for inst
[ find the part next the stalk to consist of g
composed of five distinct pointed leaves

ance,
small cup
, thatare of 2 green
colour; and this is termed e Calyz or Flower-cup. 1t
may be here remarked, that the (_'ilJ}'I\' is that part of a
rose-bud which, before opening, covers the tender part
of the bloom, and which, as the bud advances, is divided
into five parts: in fact, this is the part below the flower
which has the mossy appearance in the Moss Rose.

A flower-cup, when divid
five- leaved :

ed as in the rose, is called
but in some flowers, when it has the appear-
¢ of a bell, and is not divided, it is termed a one-leafed
¥X, a5 is to be observed in the Potato, Campanula, &c.

]
COROLLA.—The corolla is the part of the flower which
mposed of the fine coloured leaves ; each of which di-
metly taken is called a Petal, Thus the five leaves in the
B 2

—_—
>

— e -
- -
7 <
o "

R

e
A

-



-

/

INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY.

flower of the Dog Rose, when taken collectively, are term=
ed the Corolla; but when considered individually, Petals:
so that the Dog Rose contains a corella of five als; or
otherwise a ]:m\]n talous * or ms ”“"I etaled corolla: so
called, to distinguish it from those which are not divided, as
in the Cam ik 1||1'lu &c. where, be m< of one piece, it is term-
ed a one- pet: led or monope lous urlcu].l This part of
the flower is characterized by various m[iam.r appear-
ances, and the reader will find them well defined in Pro-
fessor Martyn’s Language of Botany, Lu which I would
i_L{!\J‘\L him to refer.

StAvMENs.—These consist of #iree parts: The Filament,

or thread which supports the small protuberance at top,

called the Anther. The Pollen or Farina is the \lew
dust which is dischaz rged from this part when at its ms
turity. -

The Seswscus 1 tne tower of the Rose are of a yellow
colour, and more than twelvein number. They are known
to vary much in different plants, not only in number, but
also in form, si tmu, colour, and size. And as this is the
pr ine lsn 1l 1: art which isto e ngage the attention of the young
l)LJnl‘]l t at present, it will be necesss iy that he should be

particular in distinguishing them from the pistils.

Prstins.—These also vary in form, size, and number,
in different flowers; but they are chiefly situated in the
centre of the stamens, and are mostly upright, and of a
different colour from them, and invariably want the tips
that those always have. In the Rose their number is
six or seven. Pistils are composed of three parts, i.e.
the Stigma, which is the uppermost point, and is generally
spreading, but varies in form: in the Rose it is round : ; in
others it is angular, which will be treated of hereafter.
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The Style is the small pillar supporting the stigma; and tl
base of the style is called the Germ, which afterwards be
comes the 1’«:“[;';1\'}1 or seed-vessel, which will be noticed
in itg proper place. An acquaintance with the above parts
15 all that is ne essary as an introduction to the know=
ledge of the first division, ¢, e.

THE CLASSES.

Crass L—MONANDRIA.
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#'s-Tail ; Canna Indica, Indian Shot.
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