PREFACE

A moxe the various improvements for which the present
age will hereafter be distinguished, there is none of more

importance to society than the facility with which almost

every species of learning is now taught; not only as relates

to those exercises adapted to the improvement and’ em-
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in spring and the other in summer. Thus the Farmer, the
Artist, or the Medical Student, may with comparatively
little expense and trouble make themselves masters of this
interesting and useful department of Natural History.
The species of plants are therefore, for the sake of easy
reference, put into alphabetical order, and in this book set
up in tables on a similar plan to those in Graffer’s Cata-
logue, and Galpine’s Compendium, a small and very useful
work, which has been some time out of print, of which it
will be seen I have availed myself in the present under-
taking. I have not gone further into the Class Cryptoga-
mia than to the Order Filices ; as the plants of the other
orders of this class form almost a distinct department in
Botanic Science. Should this treatise, however, meet the
approbation of the public, those will probably engage my
attention as an useful addition to the present volumes, In
its present state I now offer it to the public, and my own
students in particular, who ecan best appreciate its value,

hoping on a perusal that their suffrages may be in its favour.

Boranic GARrDEN,

Sloane-Street, July 1816.
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