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CHAPTER VI.

ZT^;/5 Holbein s connexion with the Dance of Death. — A dance
ofpeasants at Basle. —Lyons edition of the Dance of Deaths
1538.—Doubts as to any prior edition. — Dedication to the
edition of 1538.—Mr. Ottlefs opinion of it examined. —
Artists supposed to have been connected with this work. —
Holbein's name in none of the old editions. —Reperdius*

HE name of Holbein has been so
strongly interwoven with the Dance
of Death, that the latter is seldom
mentioned without bringing to recol¬
lection that extraordinary artist.

It would be a great waste of time
and words to dwell specifically on the
numerous errors of such writers as
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Papillon, Fournier, and several others, who have inad¬
vertently connected Holbein with the Macaber Dance, or
to correct those of travellers who have spoken of the
subject as it appeared in any shape in the city of Basle.
The opinions of those who have either supposed or stated
that Holbein even retouched or repaired the old painting
at Basle, are entitled to no credit whatever, unaccompanied
as they are by necessary proofs. The names of the artists
who were employed on that painting have been already
adverted to, and are sufficiently detailed in the volumes of
Merian and Peignot; and it is therefore unnecessary to
repeat them.
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