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SAMUEL THOMSON

to hail vou as a Reformer, and to give you full eredit, and, in this view, I have
always considered you as standing on higher ground than Paracelsus, who was
born in 1493.

As to the point of your originality, T will sum it up in as few words as I can—
I regard you as a Tree, the root and trunk, of the Lobelia and vapor bath system
conjoined ; its limbs your immediate agents, and itz leaves and fruit, the purchasers
of the rights and privileges—all deriving their value from the Tree of knowledge;
this, I have performed a grateful ce, and I may add, to all

and, having sai
around me, and remain, and hope ever to remain,
Your steady friend,

BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

Dr. Thomson was indicted before Chief Justice Parsons, for poisoning with
charged

lobelia, but the charge was of so frivolous a character that he was

without being put upon his defence. Here the affair should have rested; but Judge
P:

calculated to injure Dr. Thomson, and reflect discredit upon his svstem;

sons, to gratify a malicious disposition, made out a garbled report of the case,
id this

report has now grown into a precedent, and 1s eited by the old faculty to prove
that the Thomsonian remedies are pernicious. It was not known for many years
that Parsons was the author of this report—no one suspecting him of such an act

of

eness—but it wag ultimately discovered by Col. House who addressed a letter
to Mr. Tyng on the subject, and received the following answer, which is now in the

r.r'\\_q_';\jllr, of Dr. Waterhouse:

Cambridge, r1th Dec., 1835,
I have found the letter of Col. House. This is the copy of it, vizi—

Newburyport, 17th October, 1825.
lay came to hand by this morning’s mail. In answe

rs of yeste

“Sir:—Yo

» 1 have to inform you, that the late Chief Justice

your Parsons compiled

report of the case of the Commonwealth vs. Thomson, and handed it to me, pre-

ciselv in the words published, soon after the term of the court at which the case
was tried.
“Your ob’t. servant,
“DUDLEY A. TYNG.
“E. G. House, Ezq., Boston.”
inal is at your service, whenever vou shall find it needful.

Were the case mine, (as much as I lament this lawsuit,) I should insist on your
adverse lawyer to define Quackery—call on him to explain etymologically the

derivation and origin of the word,—insist en his drawing the line where quackery
ends, the proud science begins. Let your attorney tell his opponent that if Samuel
Thomson was a quack, Hippocrates and all the Greek physicians were quacks, and
all the Jewish ones also; and every Roman physician, not only through the entire
Roman republic, but down through all the Roman emperors, and all the first ages
al
of letters of Italy. Prior to 1400 there were no regular schools of anatomy, and
the science of chemistry was unknown, until the Arabians brought the medicinal
chemistry into use, The art and practice of physic was the result of experience, and

of Christianity, and down through all the dark ages, and still long after the revi

59
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But the discovery of the medicinal qualities of this indigenous plant, is not
the sole merit or felicity of Samuel Thomson. His vapor-bath process, to which
the Lobelia is the Prodromos, (or, in plain English, file-leader, or fore-runner,)
is, taken together, a very valuable improvement in our practice, if conducted by

persons as experienced and as sagacious as the Patriarch Thomson.

In England, Parliament would probably have purchased the procedure by a
In France, at least under the old regime, the King would have
bought it. But we, wiser than any of them, have only tried to pick it to pieces.
gl T consider it a valuable anchor, the emblem of Hope, to which is attached a
firm cable, that numbers have been trying in vain to pick to oakum; but which
will, T trust, be like the strongly twisted cord that binds our happy States together,
acquiring strength by age.

To weigh Patriarch Thomson in the scales of the regular physician would
be as unjust as for them to be weighed by his steel-yards. They practice on
¢ path of art

liberal grar

different principles, feelings and views—each honest in his respec
and nature. They both will come out in the same road at last, and travel on
together to the Temple of honor and profit.

Samuel Thomson, like most reformers, has endured in our county of Essex
as much severe persecution as ever was perpetrated in it; which is saying a
great deal, when we call to mind the days of the delusion of Witcheraft. Though
Cﬂpitaj]y indicted for murder by using Lobelia, he was discharged without a
trial, after something e a reprimand of the Solicitor-General by the Court. Yet
it is remarkable that Chief-Justice Parsons deemed it worth while to write the
report of it in the VI. Vol. of Tyng's collections.

1 feel diffident and doubtful whether I have said too much or too little on a
subject that will increase in importance with time. Reformers—originators, and
exterminators of loathsome and shocking diseases, are always considered as bene-

factors of the whole human race—not merely those who are living, but of those
who shall live after us, as long as letters and other records shall endure.
BEN]. WATERHOUSE.

Letter to Samuel L. Mitchell, M. D., L.L. D., of the city of New York:

Cambridge, Dec. 19th, 1825,

My Dear Sir:—Dr. Samuel Thomson, who has the honor of introducing the
valuable Lobelia into use, and fully proved its efficacy and safety, will deliver you
this. He has cured and relieved many disorders which others could not, without
being a regular diplomatized physician, and dared to be a republican in a hot bed
of federalism: for which he has been shamefully ill-treated, even to persecution.

[ have aided and assisted Thomson from a firm belief that his novel practice
has been beneficial to numbers, and that it may be placed among improvements.
If he be a quack, he is a quack sus generis, for he proclaims his mode and means.—
Had John Hunter, whom I knew well, been born and bred where Samuel Thomson
was, he would have been just such another man, and had §. T. been thrown into
the same society and associations as J. H. he would, in my opinion, have been
his equal, with probably a wider range of thought; both are men of talents and
originality of thought.

1 am, indeed, so disgusted with learned quackery, that I take some interest

in honest, humane and strong-minded empiricism; for it has done more for our
ies, than all the universities since the times of

art, in all ages and in

5 b1
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Materia Medica: but he was arrogant, vain and profligate,
1g the life of a vagabond, died a confirmed sot He studied mystery,
hiz knowledge in terms of hizs own invention, o as to kL'E:J his
ed to himself and a few chosen followers. The very reverse of

opium into
and after liv

and wrapped

knovwle
Thomson, who performs numberless cures, and makes no secret of the means. The
cant phrase of “Quack” belongs to the learned Paracelsus; but not to the mystery-
hating Thomson, who considers mystery and roguery offsprings of the same
father—the man of sin—the old father of lies and deception. If Thomson be a

or a cheat of a new and singular class.
BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

quack, he iz a quack sui generi

The following letter was written just before Dr. Thomson went to

Woashington to obtain his last patent:

To Samuel Thomson, Botanic Practitioner of Medicine.
Cambridge, March 26th, 1836.
Dear Sir:—In answer to vour last letter, 1 would remark, that I continue to
receive, from diverse quarters of our country, anxious inquiries with regard fto my
opinion of you, and your practice: to which I have uniformly said, that, as far
as 1 know, you were the first person who discovered the remarkable medicinal
virtues of the Lobelia inflata, even before you knew its systematic name, and called

it the emetic weed: and that in consequence of the evidence adduced of its value,
ined a patent for it, when the Hon. John Quincy Adams

h you were aided by the late Dr. Mitchell, and

as a medicine, you obt
was Secretary of §

, in Wl

Dr. Thornton. Since then you have spread its value through a great part of the

United States, ar spced your oppone
I have as little

tion the vapor bath, as a matter of no small i:n]er;Jll{E. when L“.'Il'cil'-“}' conducted

] in a great degree
le hesitation in saying, that I consider your jc

ng to its exhibi-

by persons of sound judgment, and competent experience. 1 have entire confi-
dence in the safety of the lobelia, and in the whole process, when conducted by

the p rch of the science, Samuel Thomson himself; for the practice is so far
from being a t

I wish the regular physician had a better ||pi1|1'ur: of the Thomsonian dis-
coveries in the vegetable kingdom, and that the empiric practitioners had a better

ing one, that I consider it in a class of Herculean remedies.

opinion of the regular or scientific physician. The conduct of Hippocrates is a
Liright example for both. Experience must be enlightened by reason and theory
built upon close and accurate observation. The happy union of the two will form

the consummate physician; while the desire of gain, and the ambition of celebrity,
may injure both. You, my benevolent sir, have lived long enough in the world

to be convinced how slowly beneficial discoveries are received and patronized, by
the people, when they think that fame and fortune are the predominant motives
of the discoverer.

Should it happen, that in vour business at Washington, this letter should fall
under the eye of that great and good man, Hon. John Quincy Adams, he will,
at once, recognize the hand-writing of his old friend and correspondent.

BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

ip of many other talented
men, neither allayed the antagonism that existed between Thomson and
the Repular Medical Profession, nor prevented ignorant and ill-advised
63
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people from abusing therapeutic privileges and opportunities. In the name
of Thomson, men and women, including statesmen, clergymen and sche

lars

throughout America, repelled by the h

rors of regular medication, but yet
ignorant both of diseases and of the action of remedi

s, proclaimed them-
selves qualified to practice medicine by Thomson's Patent Right. The
f, necessity

fanaticism and audacity of inexperience possessed them, but 3

be circumvented. Amaong
these Thomsonian enthusiasts was one whose trial became of National

demanded that legalized persecution of the sick
consequence ; second only was it to that of his leader, Samuel Thomson,
and as such needs be made a part of this record. From it we produce
enough of the salient features, to clearly in

ate not only its legal phases
but to supply additional evidence concerning the rebellion of the people
who had now by reason of the cruelty and viciousness of authoritative
medicine, become aggressive protesters apainst the methods of the medical
is trial was celebrated as “The Trial of Dr.

profession of America. T
Frost.”
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