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“NARRATIVE

OF

LIFE, &c., OF SAMUEL THOMSON"*

1E

Childhood of Samuel Thomson.

ite one's own life:

more unpleasant tl

THERE is nothing, pe

for in deing it we are pass over again, as it were, many scenes, v

lars, which, though they

and relate mai

we might wish to have fo partic

1 i interesi1nc 0 he
may seem very important to ourselves, yet would be very uninteresting to the

e, nor would

st my intention to atternpt to write a history of my
but as I have been the greater

reader. It is 1

it be in my power to do it if I had such a w

part of my life engaged in one of the most important pursuits, and which is- of

m to the great human family, than any other that could be under-
taken by man; that of alleviati

sle, safe, and certain m

conscquenc

g human misery, by curing all cases of disease
ot

od of ice, I think the public

by the most s

the rea ving taken upon myse

larly edua

interested to know someth

g0 important @ cal

neces
cular; for, alth
vet that alone will never make a great

cumstances tl were prin-

C

the public to ju

in fulfilling my duty in this life,

e of my e

[ have taken that e
poin:
» narrative of facts as they took place, and relate only

11 endeavor

1 out for me. In doing this, 1 s

particalars of my life, with sach of the cases that have come under my care,
11

ice in curing ¢

convey to the reader, the most correct information of my svstem of

AL,

I was born
State of New Ham

of Worceste

ebruary g, 1769, in the town of Alstead, county of Cheshire, and
Northl
sachusetts; he was twenty-five vears ¢
Hannah Col

My father, .||::.1|| T'homson, was

Coun

1 was born.
Mass.,
mys

broth

she was born in Medway,

than

ied Samuel Hills,

and lives in Surry, re, and my two brothers live in Jericho, Verr

Omits

My youngest sister married Waters Mather, and lives in the St

That country was a wilderness when I was born; my f began there

about a year before, at v time there was no house within three miles one way,
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intentions, yvoung he kinds

stories, which mac very deep impression on my

eradicated for I menti

children any truth ;

r parents tnem mdd when t

hatever the

ey frighten

for the purpose of making them behave well, it will most

bad effect: for wi
» false

parents, whose d

they arrive at vears of discretic

will na ly form

slories VErY unis

s to set them better examples.

Domastlc Madicine In Thomson's Day.

When I was between three and fou
him to work. The first
and watch the geese, with other small chores, which cccupation kept me

in the fields. I was very curious to k

s old, my me out with

Ir ¥

siness I was set to do was to drive the cows to pasture,

w the names of

the herbs which I saw

growing, and what they were good for; and, to satisfy my curi » wwas constantly

mak pose. All the

e persons I happened to be with, for that p

mfarm m 1

ined, or by my own ohse 1, I carefully laid v

name of Benton [i

memory, and never

near us, ho ed our v when there was any sickne

time there was no such thing as a Doctor known am

within ten miles. ‘The whole o e Was wi s, appli

h roots and her

the patient, or given in hot

g (o produce swealing:

€ h always answered
the purpose. When one thing i

ce the desired effect, she we

elze, till they were relieved. By her

not pro

sometl

benefits th

ch artache

v received

when she use would take

and learn me names, with shat they we and I used to be wvery

curious in my inquiries, ar

I thus abtained at tl

early

Discovery of Lobella.

out in th i

5

the eows, I it which ha ar branch and pods,

I had never before seen, and 1 had the curiosity to p some of the pods and

chew them; the taste and operation produced was =0 remarkable, that I never
forgot it. I af

he to chew it, merely

way of

ards used to induce

o see h

e vomit. [ tried il s in this way for nearly twenty

al virtues.

the Emetic Herb, and is the most ant article I make

my practice.

N 10 most parts of

It 15 very com

is country, and may ed and used
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n, having never been kn

a certain e

s of the most dead
There is no danger to be apprehended from

o connteract

poison, even when taken in

guantities for self-des

use, a8 it is perfectly harmless in its opera , even when a large quar

it ‘operates as an emetic, cleantes the stomach from all improper aliment, p

which is immediately the extremities, and p

an intern

ition.

The Lobelia Palent, ““ My Right to the Discovery.”

ol

purposes is secured to me

v discovery never been disputed; though the
D
ments, TeEprese
the comtra
tried to defraud me of the discovery. 1 feel perfectly convinced from near forty

done every ‘,||ir'|=_'_ they could to :i'.!-lrl-_\ the eredit of i, |‘|}' false state-

ting it to be a adly | n, and at the same time they knew to

for they have made use of it themselves for several years, and have

years' experience of its medical properties, that the discovery is of incalculable
ring
the

importance, and if properly understood by the people will be more useful in ey

the diseases incident to this climate, than the drogs and medicines sold by a

apothecaries in the country.

Experimentation with Leballa on Child Friends.

th the canker-ra

The winter I was eight years old, I was very sick w

aking use of such medicir
to be about. After T had

was attended by the widow Benton, who cured me by m e

a5 our cour afforded, and I was in a short time able

got well, my mind +was more attentive to the use of roots and herbs as » ine,

r. I had at that time a very i knowled

1

than ey ge of the }'-I'iJII'i'ITJ.I roots and

herbs to be found in that part of the country, with their names and medical uses;

and the neighbors were in the habit of getting me to go with them to show them

”nl! '||Erl'-.- as the lll'L'll"‘I‘\- rh?lu:lt'lj o In"(.‘ made use |.1f I:I! !-i."_'L‘.H.'\"-_ FIJI

such roo

syrups, &c. and by way of sport they used to call me doctor. While in the feld

at work I used often to find the herb, which I ta

d when four years old, and

gave it to those who worked with

ee them spit and often vomit; but I

never observed any bad effect produced by it, which simple experiments eventually

led me to observe the value of it in disease.

Hope of Becoming a Physician and Subsequent Disappointment.

Sometime during the vear that I was sixteen years old, I heard
say, that as my
it best to send me to
root doctor. This pleased me very mu

parents
was so much taken wup with roots and herbs, they thought

with a Doctor Fuller, of Westmoreland, who was called a

and in some measure raised mv ambi-

tion; but I was soon after disappointed in my hopes, for they said 1 had mnot

Ir_‘:lr"l'.ll*_'. enou

and they did not know how to spare me from my work, which
depressed r :-;1il'i

ts, and was very discouraging to me. I now gave up all hopes

tried

of going to any other business, :
m, whicl
norant of the world, as my f;

ta reconcile myself to spend my days in

WoT l\;Ill.' on a

1 made me very unhappy. I had little learning, and was

awkward and i her had never given me any
chance to go into company, to learn how to behave, which caused me great

INess,

e
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-
s of Medical Practl
Empirical, in drassing
-
d a string through | 3, and anath
it and the sk la
In the year -

who orde

and my |

tather was g
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I night, th

ap ed to me 80 than my own,

doctor

She had been sick watl
Il.

e fever, as he ca

d shoulder were

iele. My father in

ugh between the heel-cord and bone, a
1 my ar

skin: so that two-thirds « ol

Discouraged to Desperation. Dr. Kitteridge Becomes a Good Samaritan.

to the 1

more comfortably. 1 had to c

ring the journey. The peop

r for me

iness, an wwed much p

that I should not live to doctors

fe, and all
I think

ven my consent; but I positively refused to

to have my leg cut off, as tl

v me during our journey, expressed the

have been d

ne had 1 g

ance wit

« plan was given up. 1 preferred to

| of, to

r it taken off : which resolution I have never repe

ded immediat

wole, my fat

him my wound, and pget

and it dark, we

s

terrified
versation, wh

disapy

eEsing W me very tende

wound, he exclaimed, What the devil a

it were in

him t

put in to keep the sore open. He sai

is all Bein

he the
VEry |II|.':-'\.'|II',Ill at

In the mor he

man, You

ve me some salve t

account < exXTrac

and justly dese am the people

pect 1i his own, and all

the

the me and herbs of our

h in his manners;

n countiry. He was a I
and a He was governed

he potse

actice by that great plan whi OIITOn

any reasonable of the

he met with is evidence e
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tasting

ve always been

e I was
eV I saw: but I tho
fo I o
very little knowledge of
I had an opj
1. had often call attention to the subject.
First Overdose of Lobella and Its Resulls.
when I d often 1 with ;
it was of medicine, until about
d with a 1 I cut a
and J to the man next to me, who ate it; when he had got to
the piece, which was ut rods, he said that he believed what I
him wounld kill him, for he never felt so in his life. I looked at him
t he was in a most profuse perspiration, heing as wet all over as he
trembled wvery mu and there was no in him than a
corpee. e Bpring | drink = water ; attempted t
! and got was and laid down on
groumnd v ted several times. threw off
3 two Iped him ige, and in about two ho

dinner, and in the afternoon was able to do a half d

5 told

very
He

life;

never had anyvthing do

he felt better

idea of

time.

e use

is a dizcovery of

greatest

g

ming" by Thomson.

Was taKen si

Dr. Bliss, wk

r as bad as

the canker-ra

for, and he said she had t disor

his urmost pitrefac

ion, whic

senseless, and the

one of her Eyes

'I"'.ll" also,
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if the ¢
She wa

breath ti

stressed f
I sat my

us both; then my wife

gling to breatk if in a

ut a blanker rour

en my feet, on vinegar io r a

1 as they became
able

und she could them as

by follow plan for s me CoT

ut twenty minutes, she

ed easy. kept a ecloth wet

and breatl

cold water on lher eyes, ¢

often, sz it grew warm. 1 followed this pl [ 1z her every two hours, for

about a week, when she be came of and the one that

was

= WoOrst, Wwas and was as white as paj
I used a wash of

sirht
HHEN

the astonishme

to call to see

pursi

from the

was the first

bhealth to 1t

water. After this 1 found

and ence that by putting a

of hot water, leaving Iy out of the water, and then

stone into a thi

should be taken not to raise

vin

gar on the stone, was an improvemes
heat too fast: and I used to put a cloth wet with cold water on the stomach, at

g hot medicine to raise inside; and when they had

could |

the same time givi
been stear
over with a cle

in this manner so long as I thought

s -4

nge

wet with spir 1 water,

and bed clothes, and then let them go to bed

Beginning of Thomson's Theory, *“ Food the Fual that Continues the Flre or Life of Man.
Maintain the Internal Heat and Restora Parspiration.”

I had not the most distant idea at th

time of ever engaging in the practice

of medicine, more than to assist my own fan and little did I think what those

severe trials and sufferings I experienced the cases that have been mentioned,

and which I was drove to by necessity, were to bring about. It sesmed as a

judgment upon me, that either myself or family, or some one living with me, were

sick most of the time the doctor lived on my farm, which was about seven vears.

Since I have had more experience, and become better acquainted with the subject, I
am satisfied in my own mind of the cause. When ever any of the family took a
cold, the doctor was sent for, who would al cither bleed or pive physic.
Taking away the blood reduces the heat, and gives power to the cold they had
taken, which increases the disorder, and the coldness of the stomach causes canker:

the physic drives all the determining powers from the surface inwardly, and
scatters the canker through the stomach and bowels, which holds the cold inside,

and drives the heat on outside. The consequence is, that perspiration ceases,

because internal heat is the sole cause of this important evacuation: and a settled

fever takes place, which will continue as long as the cold keeps the upper hand.

by giving hot medicine, the internal heat was
ng the steam externally, the natural perspiration was
ch d bowels from canker,
till the cold is driven out and the heat returns, which is the turn of the fever, they

My experience has taught me t

increased, and by applh
wl by giving medicine to clear the

restored ;
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will recover

belongs, whi

Necassity now Compelled a Course of Medicalion In His Own Home.

1 OVer

she ¥ v oague fits and

1, and we were much her situs

her some medicines, but the midwif posed to it; she

t sooner the be

hed to have a doct

ive something wl

to persuade her to

she ob

could come;

allow to be trifled wit

ould n h: she said

of the dar tuation my tor not o of twe

it, and she would not be twenty-f

itil the man returned and the doctor co

Were pensc ul

thin six 1

other s

les. I then came to the determis

iy lon own plan. 1

e more than tv

1an that time, therefore there would be

to relieve her. I gave h

some

what T could

the steam, wl

to the best of my ju

. and then

gment, &

I persisted in it

} §

fter she had laid in that

deal of aston

The midwife expressed a gre

| that ad saved her life, for she wa

not have lived. She continu

Beginning of Nelghborhood Calls in Home Treatment.

ot

y be taken some n
My

cases

rs began

TChese thi

n in the neighborh was ca

and ad previous to t

eful in that

snime

thoze whom 1 & v+ bhut t

no other obje iew but to be serv

that course, w

I v hard
many nard 1

firmly fixed in my determination to pur

tals | had su

inted out as my d

or malic of socie

rred by

Successfully Treated His Own Family for Measles.

Sometime in the month of November, 1802, myv children had the measles,

some of them had them v bad. The want of knowing how to treat them

ssent ti

me a g

deal of trouble, much more than it would at the j e, for experi-

Iren took

ence has taught me that they are very easy to manage. One of the ¢
the disease and gave it to the rest, and I thi

k we had four down with them at the

me. My third son had t isorder very bad: they would not come out, but

, and he became stug The canker was m the thr

1d mouth,

I0
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1 the rosema

Wi

ave no effect. Putrid symy

toms made their appearance,

the ne = canker.

r of inventing something for that, snd for

of vinegar to guard against putrefaction, and gold t

red oak scorns pounded and steeped together, for the canker.

These had the desired effect; and by close attention he soon got better.
Small Pox *“ A Looking Glass In which We May Sea the Naturs of Every Other Disease.”
**The Same Means that will Put Out a Larga Fire will Put Out a Candle."

This experience enabled me to relieve many others in this disease, and likewise

the canker-rash; in these two disorders, and the small pox, I found a lookir

r-glass,

in which we r see the nature of every other dizease. I had the sm

pox in the
1 examined its symptoms with all the skill I was capable of, to ascer-

yvear 1798,
tain the nature of the disease; and found that it was the highest stage of canker
and putrefaction that the human system was capable of receiving: the measles the
next, and the canker-

same, which I am sati

b the third; and other disorders partake more or less of the
d

s a key to the whole; for by knowing how to cure this,
is a general rule to know how to cure all other cases: as the same means that will

put out a large fire will put out a candle.

Comments on Simple Medication Contrasted with ** Fashlonable Treatment."”

Soon after my family got well of the measles, T was sent for to see a

n the neighborhood. She had been for many vears

o relief from the doctors. I attended her

¢ canker, and pursued the plan that my former

ieved her from the and so far removed

attack of the disease. In this case the cure
Was 50 & ly and easily performed, that it became a subject of ridicule, for when
it, she was ashamed to say that T cured her. T

e popular
sicians had so much influence on the minds of the people, that they
ould be r

ght but what was done by them. I attended
, and always ans

nt
1 the desired purpose; but my pract

f.‘lr||||_\ for se

le, that it was not worthy of notice, and being dissatisfied with the
I received, I refused to do any thing more for them. After this they em-

the more able practitioners, who were readv enough to make the

most of a job, had sickness and expense en 1 ta-satl

W them, for one
and was given over by the docror, who left

of the sons was soon after taken sick

e+ but after he left off gi

=)

E him medicine he got well of himself, and
not only had the eredit of it, but for this job and one other similar, his
charges amounted to over one hundred dollars. This satisfied me of the foolishness
of the people, whose prejudices are always in favor of any thing that is fashionable,
or that is done by those who profess great learning; and I

refer long sickness and
great expense, if done in this way, to 2 simple and natural relief, with a trifling
expense.

A Typical Case.

Soon after this, I was called on to attend a Mrs, Wetherbee, in the neighborhood,
who had the same disorder (measles). She had been aflicted with the cholic for
several years, having periodical turns of it about once a month; had been under
the care of a number of doctors, who had used all their skill without affording her

IT




would come to my

Id do th

with us;

best I could to cure her.

iring whicl

I pursu

steaming to

Ivie th

the three days s

to do for

medicine,

her health.

ble " Maethods of that Date are Described.

her Case In which the Pravaliling ** Fashion

» above case, one of this family, a yvoung man about

In about a year atter t

owed

wha fol

e doc

attacked w

een yvears old, w i tever; t

mer

surse of practice, and reduced other poisons,

four months, constantly

had taken so much mercury that it had s

wds lowver

he ecould not bring h

him over as

to undertake with. They

cure him. Tt

houss, and do the best I co

first place to | r him back to the same sit

3

fever, and to destroy sison, and reg

plan

to prodi

I could g ive powers, in two months he was comp restored

but £ and this was

deingly i.Ji,i

fifty, ng any

e Up Practice or Make Medicine His Businass.

by the |__1<:|.~E\-|:: of this part of

wd to my farm an
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attended, I had received very little or nothing, not en to compensate me for my

time; and I found it to be my duty to give

pract altogether, or to make a

sd the advice of my friends, what

business of it. 1 consulted with my wife
v

5 best for me to they all agreed, tl it seemed to be the natural turn of

my mind, if T thouj ing, it would

be best

]

it myself capable of suc 1 important undertak
let my own judgment govern me, and to do as [ thought best. I maturely
weighed the matter in my mind, and viewed it as the greatest trust that any one
could engage in. [ considered my want of learning and my ignorance of mankind,
which almost discouraged me from the undertaking; vet I had a strong inclination
for the practice, of which it seemed impossible to divest my mind; and I had always
had a very strong aversion to working on a farm, as every thing of the kind ap-

peared to me to be a burthen: the reason of which I could not account for, as I had

ried on the business to good a 1id had as good a farm as any in the
ded to make use of that gift which I thought nature,
ar the God of nature, had implanted in me; and if I possessed such a gift, I had no
rn that gift. I thought of what St. Paul says
in his epistle to the Corinthians, concerning the different

rantagre,

rhborhood. 1 finally con

need of learning, for no one can le

by the same spirit;
one had the gift of prophecy; another, the gift of healing; another, the working of
miracles. I am satisfied in my own mind, that every man is made and capacitated
he will be more

for some particular pursuit in life, in which, if he en

than he would if he h

pens o be so unfortunate as to follow a calling or profe

that was not congenial to his disposition. This is a very important consideration

for parents, not to make their sons learn trades or
: Nets
{

’ ssions, which are contrary
jations and the natural turn of t minds; for it is certain if they

to their incl

do, they never can be useful or happy in following

Questions whether He would have been Mora Useful, With or Withoul a Systematic Medical
Education.

I am convinced

yself that I possess a gift in healing the sick, because of the
extraordinary success 1 have met with, and the protection and support I have been
afforded, :

nst the attacks of all my enemies. Whether I should have been more

usefu 1 it been my lot to have had an education, and learned the profession in

the fashionable way, is impossible for me to say with certainty; probably [ should

norable in the world; but honor obtained by learni
acity, can mever, in my (

hawve been deemed more

without a natural on, make a man very useful

s ar c

nd me, that 1 do not mean

aerst

to his fellow-creatures. 1 wish my readers to

to convey the idea, that learning is not necessary and essential in obtaining a proper
knowledge of any profession or art; but that going to college will make a wise man of
a fool, is what I am ready to deny; or that a man cannot be useful and even great
in a profession, or in the arts and sciences, without a classical education, is what I
think no one will have the hardihood to attempt to sapport, as it is contrary to rea-

and common sense. We have many examples of some of the greatest philoso-

es the world ever knew, who were entirely self-taught:

who have done more honor, and been greater ornaments to society, than a

who have nothing to recommend ads

million of t

em but having their h

crammed with learning

S€ CNOUEn (o

or useful

PUrpose.
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Arrogance of Those Practicing the ** Fashionable ' Mode of Disease Trealmenl.

Among the pract
known fact, that those who a

al poisons, co
and the use ¢
di

ave had an

nature ; and many of

ption, with whom 1

nave

due attention and

to allow me credit for my experience, and th

se. The o

abuse that T have met wi

+ the name of gquacks, or

from those to whom I think I can with p

I seii=I1

pretenders; as all their merit consists in

and a

aviour towards all those who have not had the advantages of

ee at col

Contands that His Antagonists were Aggressive because he Cured Cases They c
Relleve.

This class rises a large proportic f the medi

country; they have learned enough to know how to

keep tl

by covering their doings

be no good

reason giver

their doings credulicy
le: for if they we Iv would

for th

them, and ves;

1Ents wo

mostly

en over to die;

ds of se and ri

lestroy my credit with the people.

Decldes to Formulate and then to Teach His “‘System'" to Others.

ter I had come to the determination to r

sary to fix u

on S0me SYstem or

tice, I found it nece
in the treatment of »ase : for what I had done had been as it were from

1d the necess r cases that came ol

arising out of the particy

3 in which 1 had
res I had received from exp

y fixed

been governed by my judgment and

ce. I deemed it necessary, mot onl

I should make in

own guide, but whatever discover

e, they ight

ted to my plan that my whole system might be
I had

iral reflections of my own m

ght to others,

and preserved for the benefit of the wor her assistance than my «

observations, and the nat nd, unaided by learnin

or
E

the opinions of others. I took mature for my guide, and experience as my instructor;

€ Lo CErtiin con-
¢ whole animal economy, which more than forty
fied me is the on

and after seriously considering every part of the subject, T ¢

clusions concernis

g disease, and

¥ correct theory.

years experience | perfectly

14
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Thomson Formulates His ** System,” In which were Devised his Famous Remadies by Numbar.

i
formed of the four elements, earth, air, fire, and wat

the solids, and air and fire, or heat, are the cause of life and motion.

ring the subject, that all animal bodies are

found, after maturely econs

constitute

rth and w

or lessening the power of heat, is the cause of all dise that to restore heat to

its natural state, was the only way by which health could be produced; and that,
and caus-

after restoring the natural heat, by clearing the system of all obstructions

h would digest the food taken into it, by which

ing a natural perspiration, the ston

] invigorated, and heat or nature is enabled

means the whole body is nourished
ssentially the

to hold its supremacy; that the constitutions of all mankind being
nly in the different temperament of the same materials of which
g
and might be ¢

same, and differi

ared clearly to my mind, that all disease proceeded from

the; apy

are compaos

el

fect health arises from a due balance or temperature of the four elements; but if

one general sy one general remedy; that a state of per-
it is by any means destroyed, the body is more or less disordered. And when this
is the case, there is always an actual diminution or absence of the element of fire,
or heat; and in proportion to this diminution or absence, the body is affected by its
an family

opposite, which is eold. And I found that all disorders which the hur

were affficted wit

however various the symptoms, and different the names by which

they are called, se directly from obstructed perspiration, which is always caused
by cold, or want of heat; for if there is a natural heat, it is impossible but that

there must be & natural perspiration.

No. 1. Seaking a Genaral Remedy to ** Increase the Internal Heal, Remove all Obsiructions
of the System, Restore the Digestive Powers of the Stomach, and Produce a Rational
Persplration, Selects Emetic Herb (Lobelia), but It was Found Inadequate. It was
Like a **Fira Made of Shavings.”’

Having fixed upon these general principles, the only solid foundation upon

a correct and true understanding of the subject can be founded; my next
t answer

ng disease; for it must, 1

ertain what kinds of medicine and treatment would

wose in conformity to this universal plan of

nk, be certain and self-evident to ev one, that whatever will increase the

internal heat, remove all obstr tem, restore the digestive powers of

the stomach, and produce a natural perspiration, is universally applicable in all

cases of disease, and there v be considered as a general remedy.

No. 1.*

The first and most important consideration was to find a medicine that would
establish a natural internal heat, so as to give nature its proper command. My
emetic herb, (No. 1,) I found would effectu cleanse the stomach, and would

g the heat and promoting perspiration; but would not

very effectually aid in rai
hold it long enough to effect the desired object, so but that the cold would return
apain and assume its power. It was like a fire made of shavings; a strong heat

for a short time, and then all go out.



SAMUEL THOMSON

No. 2. The Medicine Fixed Upon to Increasa the Internal Heat was Capsicum.
frving every

the m

this im

il purpos
st thi

15 the k

Structions, s0 as to

restor

h the body, establish pe

NeEVer

to be perfectly safe in all

ring it.

No. 3. Bayberry Root, combined with White Pond Lily Root Preferred. In Case the Pond
Lily can not be Obtained, Hemlock, Marsh Rosemary, Sumach, Witch Hazel, Red
Raspberry Leaves, or Black Cohosh may be Substiluted. (Subsequantly, these
Remedies by Number were Continued to 6. See footnote, page 15.

and object was to get something that wo

cases of dise

or less affected by it ir

n canker, which are more
are subject. Canker ar

h the human fam

or want of heat; for whenever any part of the I

overpower the natural heat, putrefact

or if the natural constitution is 1 to overcome its

the contest between

ate to the blood, when de

COmmun
, by deciding in faver of the latter. use of a great many art

called No

which are use nker: but my

to my knowledg

purpose,

use of to

1as been in all cases

"II !I!_iZIl |.fl. treatment
ing No. 1, |

as

rreat

e

use of steamir

after this, I gave N 3, to cle

and in ients had not previously become so far re

ssful in restoring them to |

rhed state of the | perly, th

Or Mmore pr

re makes to thr ff disease, and ther

ised by the efforts whi

and not

to be aided in its cause, ar ated as a

tice of the physiciar In all cases

ess fever, according to the st

the same

t0 a cr

g the ir

ping the fountain above

After making Reports of a Number of “ Cases'' Traated, comes an Intimation of Trouble
with the ** Fashionable Doctors.”

N

witnessed it, the

withstanding this desperate case was cured, t

ence over

octors had so m

1..'I|:"I‘ statements illl'lll" ':'.

wisband he would not h

said that her
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me: but it

Such kind of ingra

tude was not prevent me rrom

persevering in my duty.

A short o brother, who made

the nened, that wo

TevVer,

v sick, with what was called the

me;, was t:

and asked him if he swanted to die. He said no:

uld so made

pose trom f

, that he did, or he would not '¢ sent for me,
id he th ) 1

To swe vim, 1 took hemlock bou

led him

middle of a large 1 the wl

1, and r till I raised put on
feet and her near his body. 1 e him medicine to raise the inws:
and for the canker: after attending him through the day, 1 went home; and on

e

ind his fever had turned, and he was q

ing to see him the next morning,
comforts

his business,

200N al

Dascription of a *“ Case,”” chiefly of Interest as an lllustration of the Methods of Medication
One Hundred Years Ago.

I was about this time sent for to see a child in Surry, a neighboring tewn, which

was taken very sick, and was entirely stupid. T told the father of the child that

it had the canker, and made use of my common mode of practice for that difficulty.

Being sent for to go to Walpole, to see two young men who had been taken the

day before with the prevailing fever, 1 left the child, with directions how to pro-

ceed with it. T then started for Walpole, and found the two young men violently

attacked with the fever. They had a brother who hs doctor
fc

was thoy
oth

en attended by

above four weeks for the same disease, and was then just able to sit up. It

ght by all, the two that were attacked last, were 1

violently taken as the

be cured

r was; and they expressed a strong wish, that they migh ut 50

long a run as their brother had. I was as anxious as they were to have a short
Jjob, and exerted all my powers to relieve them, which I was enabled to do that
might, and left them in the r:mruin; quite comfortable, so that they were soon able

to attend to their work., The brother who had the doctor, ¥ unable to do any

thing for several months. The doctor was paid a heavy bill for his visits; but my
cure was done so quick, that it was thought not to be worthy of their notice, and I
never received a cent from them for my trouble. On returning to the child that 1
had left the day before, 1 found that the doctor had been there and told them that
1 did not know what was the matter with the child; and had persuaded them to
giv
_ui\g'r1 as much mercury inside as mature could moye, and the bowels Brew .'.“l‘nr, he
; after
had the canker very badly; but he still persisted

him the care of it. He filled it with mercury and run it down; after having

then rubl
which he agreed that the chi
in the rse till the child wa

mercy

e o sted away and died, in about two months after

t taken sick. After the child

it was

was dead, its parents were willing to allow

that I understood the disorder best. The doctor got twenty-five dollars for killing

g

the child by inches, and I got nothing.

A Journey, during which a Number of ‘' Cases’' ware Treated. One belng of * Cancer”
again lllustrates the ** Fashionable Methods ' of Medicatlon in Thomson's Day.

.‘L['uf’l retury

g home, 1 was sent for to attend a woman in the n barhood,

who had been under the care of a celebrated doctor, for a cancer in her breast

He had tortured her with his caustics, till her breast was burnt through to the

17
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her off his

consented,

up her sores, and clea

nce enjoyed good health.

iustrative of Thomson's Aggressive Sarcasm.

| ma
Ty,
went into the ro
med You have
in grammar. I told him 1 rer knew
bt i of '
I sl
the me pleased
that m ent had
so0 much, t to horsewhip 1
1t
H not atten
son; but e
1 in h and misery, beca

y New York

n impressed

On my

who was then
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Stricken with Yellow Faver, Thomson Takes a Course In His Own ** Systam.’

After spending several days in New York, I went to West Chester Creek to

some medicine. [ thought that I was going to have the vellow fever, for I

proct
felt all the symptoms, as 1 thought, of that disease; my strength was nearly gone,

eves were )g"”m'\-, and a noise in my head ; my [ongue was black, and what

passed my bowels was like tar. I was among strangers, and had little money; I
went to the house of a Quaker woman, and asked to let me stay with her that day;
but little medicine with me, and could find nothing
and winegar; 1 used about half a pint of salt, and
which gave me relief, and I gained s0 much
e city of New York. On my

she gave her consent.

that I could relish but
double that quantity of
strength, that the next day 1 was able to return to th
arrival there, I was so weak that it was with the greatest difficulty I could walk

to my boarding house, which was about forty rods from the place where we landed.
1 immediately took Nos. 2 and 3, steeped, and No. 4; in a short time, I began to

have an appetite; the first food that I took was @ piece of smoked salmon, and

and was able to be about.

some ripe peach sauce. I soon recovered my streng
This satished me that I had formed a correct idea of this fatal disease; that it

was the consequence of losing the inward heat of the body, and bringing it to a

balance with the surrounding air; and the only method by which a cure can be

ward heat

effected, is by giving such medicine as will increase the fever or

ch a degree as to get the determining power to the surface, by which means

perspiration will take place, and which is called the turn of the fever; if this

is not ied either by medicine, or by nature being sufficient to overcoms

comy
the disease, mortification will be as certain a consequence as it would be if a person

was strangled. The r

they lose their strength in so short a time, 13

wends wholly upon the power of inward heat; a as much as they

at, so much they ¢ of the

strength and activity,

An Advocate of Pure and Good Food, thus Anticipating the Government Crusade Nearly a
Century Lalar.

I will here make a few remarks upon the food taken into the stomach, which
is of the utmost importance to the preservation of health. While I was in New
York, I took particular notice of their manner of living; and observed that they
subsisted principally upon fresh provisions, more particularly the poorer class of
peoples who are in the habit in warm weather of going to market at a late hour
of the day, and pur ing fresh meat that is almost in a putrid state, having
mently been killed the night previous, and being badly cocked, by taking it
into the stomach, will produce certain disease; and I am con
i 1l

inced that this is

one of the greatest causes that those fatal epider

pre

in the hot season, in

lamb is often drove a great distance from the
igued, then are cooled suddenly, which
are in almost a putrid
, when br

our large seaports. Mutton and
country, and having been heated

causes the fat to turn to we
|

TEel on a

the meat is soft and flabby. ht into the

state, a

I ot day, will turn green under the ki in two or three ho and

taken into the stomach will putrify before it sts, and will communicate the

same to the stomach, and the whole body wi so affected by it 1o cause

disorders of the worst kind. If people would v the practice of eating salt

provisions in hot weather, and fresh in ecold, it | be a very great preventive

disease. One ou h i3 worse than the effect

of putrid flesh in the

IG




Dr. French. The Beginning of Thomson's Parsecutlon, or Prose

I-uul-.s at the Matter.

N conversa

the na

at the point of

Mr. Ha
ted in

him I wo

six

¥
abo

he introduced me to his wife as : wtor who made use

d aske r if she that 1 shou
thought that 1 eould hel

could, and und

Country j ' B |

said if

erto

e that I k

as comfor

This cure the |'-r.1|:||_' in

me

thought very bly o practice ; but it soon came to the e

French, who was very much enraged to think one of his patients, that he

ired by one m he called a quack; and atten

Press:

eport |

et r » day hef

was den

for Mr.

lled on to

I remained in to

home my

wagon to ci

of which I was very sueccessful: most of them were su

One of them

the case of a young

by the d
his £
three weeks, and they had
1 1

very badly, so

the o native. The YOUNE T

{avtal
lertake

was in hiz situ 1 should not b

stedd me to ur

to cure them wi
1 of

the wound of mercury, by

nsented and b

Ive; T then put om ¢ wl did i with a band

cold wate dressing wound,
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hat if he had any advice

r nothing to offer except to
Dr. French’s hill

ten L|;I.'.- he was well enou

fault, and went off

dress

soon. 1 cont

be paic

aved

tend t s work, beir

at work, and asked him how his

Soon after, 1

they were perfectly cured; he wished to know what my bill

I asked him what Dr. French had charg

and he said

to seventeen doll:

e him nothing.

ally, Thomson

After & Number of Journeys, in which his ** System ™" was Used Contin
Meets Dr. French.

h time I

After stopping at Pelham th

Mills, w

by all those who had been attended by me the season before. 1 was

ould nd to, 1 went to Sali s 1 was very cor

to practise in this place and Newburyport, and my success was so great that it

and a class of the people who were their

cavsed much rm among the doctors

friends, who did all they could to injure me, and destroy my credit with the

people. A considerable part of the patients, who were put under my care, were

such a3 the doctors had given over, 1 those being cured by me, had a te

to open the eves of the |L|’_'CJ!\IL'I and give them a correct understanding of the nature

Cillé Was more Tor

af their practice, and convince them that a simple and spee

distress; besides havi

comfort, than long sickness, pain, a E
s, which had

the

doctors' hills, for useless visits and poisonous d

tion

no other effect than to prol izease, and destroy the natural cons

nt.

s who seemed so much enraged against me, for no other
had given

st themselves when sick, without having to apply

Among tl
reason that 1

arn, than be I had cured people whom th

aver, and instructed them to as

to them; there was none that made themselves so conspicuous as Dr. French,

had considerable practice in his neighborhood, and was very successful in es

case: this seemed to excite his malice against me to the greatest pitch: he m

power, and took every opportunity to insult and abuse

use of every means in h

me both to m itants who were

his friends, joined with him, and became his instruments to injure me; but a

y face and behind my back. A few of the inhal

it interest ir

ion of the people were friendly to me, and took gr

large prop:
safety and success. The doctor and his adherents spread all kinds of

name of the old w
raft. This foolish whim
and I therefore rath
rkable circumstances took place tend

| my pra iving me t

e under the power of witche

me tice,

reparis concerr

and that my cures were

was too ridiculous for me to undertake to contrad

favored it merely for sport; many rem
bl

ssed

ided people reall

s will not a

o ngt f, and some of the silly and weak-

croatural poy

[

believed SpEear so st

W

=
-

1 we take into vi

the people gener ant of my

practice, and whe

found that 1 could cure those diseases that the doctors, in

whom thevy had been in the habit of putting : their conhdence, pronounced as

v would often take

and that T could a fever in two

led to beli

therr was something super-

any months, t

natural
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Thomson Becomes Agqrassi Sarcastic.

A man wl

green powder sweat.
st send

that 1

ANSWET,

After a Journsy, and a Resl at Home, Thomson Agaln

who Prepares for Him a Trap.

he vear of 808, 1

at Pelham, and att
at Salisl

in

hose «

W

s, dropsies, o

cured, and witl illing

AR,

that the people gener

supe

alarm with

and those

the

be m having f

false repo ns stateme course

L | a ta

liten me by threate

¢ he bore me; for no other reason, that [ ¢ ;a5 I had never

n because of my success in

would f cause me to |

was stat

their sr

day

one

was under

the house of Dr. French: the last time, a

I that I should §

atest haste, and v and se

not attend |

from the appearance of

and th

refused t

e, and Mr. Eaton, w

when

ailed the yvounz man he s

as anvbody. This

aused

out; that

was @ heavy

prove his word %,
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Thomson has Br. French Arrested, Wins His Case, and Resumes His Praclice.

friends considered my life in

ly to me and 1 been s by the

be an my gua

to pass his house every day to

in the night, nor in

not eonsider myself safe i

with me. I conti manner for several davs,

still eontinui
o the
ainst him before a

riends, 1 was induced t

yryport and entéred a cor

before him for a trial. My

ant, and he was brouj

: he asked for an adjournment for tl

ee

forward evidence

to make his defe which was granted. He then broug

rt of his character, and proved by them that he h always been a man
ght he proved too r

The Justice told him that he thou
ape, for it had been fully proved that he had made the threats alle

of his word.

, and to prove that he was a man of his word, went to satisfy the
that the

bonds to keep the peace and apj

nplaint was well grounded. He was laid under two hundred

r at the pext court of common F‘I i

He appeared at the next court, was ordered to pay all the ¢ and was discharged

from his bail. This was an end of our controversy for that time; but his malice

after; seeki every means to destroy me and prevent

continued inst me long
uld devise: but proceeded with more caution, which caused

that he ¢

ible and much suffering, as will be hereafter related.

in this place, and many patients as I

poss .|\_. attend upo notwithstanding the Ot t‘l'['l\'!:lll‘.|}' met with

sehoods: they were not

d not

1 their ends: for with all their arts

ul co

able to prevent those laboring under complaints, which they had fo

be removed by the fashiomable mode of treatment, from :.I]\,':il._\'i.ll;..{ to me for relief;

none of whom but what were either cured or received great relief by the practice.

e of the most ext

linary cases I shall give a particular account of for the

formation of the reader.

Br. Franch Sesks Revengs.

jously to my difficulty with Dr. French, as has been hefore

woman by the name of L

aton and another ord, came to me at Sali

cases

nplaint was dropsy; and were bol

from Exeter. Their «
having been given over by the doctor whe had attended them.
1ld not

swelled to such a degree, that she ¢
tion. 1 felt unwilli
t
away, stating that there was no pl

them, as T ¢

and her limbs in proj
ld be 1

sent the

ittle chance of a cure;

lined doing any thin

ce that they

sidered the

counld

for them, an
i B

and said they had

board to go home; but they soon return

e e they could stay, and a yo 1 had

but could not

agreed to n hem wvery reluctar

3 ) Fars B
well avaoid I gave them s , and it operated favorably on both,

1. Mirs. Lifke

attentively through the n

to the nurse, to attend

then

especially

, and a perspiration; but she almo

I'.c‘j_'.ltl_‘!tl‘ her \|||l:_-\'\ Spend
in the morning I was very

g her time with the voung people. On wvisiting t

ch hurt to find my di

eeted.. M, L

=3
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her

ong my enemies, and Dr. Fren

prevail ;

health and

lase

In Dr. Shephard, Thomson al last Finds an Appreciative Physiclan Obsarvar.

I
Mi

as applied to fre

the patie under my care

went to E

parts. [ had not so

es; but they were

I it desperate

over by the doctors,

cases had bee he had atte

VErY

¥l I

wds: “Well, what

ember

You must

He once call

ed, who ha

fed him two mont

s0 that he could not bring his hands

v-eight hours, and then

y a mile; the doctor appj I
1 have the s limt for he could stoog
as well a ver could. He said that he was as glad for the i
as had cured him himself. He frequently came to see
3 I w ing v and EXPress at the ot
e g her of a dizense considered
ir it one ng with her
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her so much better, been reduced in size above ffteen inches, he expressed

himself with some warmth on the occasion, at it was what he

never

SeEn OF ¢ done before, an

1 what he had considered impossible to be

done wi Addressing himself to me with much earnestness, inquired

how was that T did it. I replied, you know doctor that the heat had gone out
of the body, and the water had filled it up; and all I had to do was to build fire

enough in the body to boil away the water. He burst into a I

and said that
it Wias a svalém Very !-ll(l i

Agaln lllustrating ** Fashionabla’
Disease.

Medication of that Date, and Thomson's Opinion of

While practising in Exeter, I had desperate

mention, being different from what T had before witnessed. A woman applied to

. Dne from

parts of the country, and from Portsmou

r had a

me who had the ve

in consequence, as she stated, of | 1 hus-

band; which 1 believed to be true. She had been attended by the ¢
Portsmouth for nearly a

mn

r, who had filled her with mercury, for the purpose of

curing the disorder till the remedy had become much worse than the disease. Her

case was alarming, and very difficult; she was brought on a bed, being unable to
my
giving

sit up; and seemed to be one mass of putrefaction. 1 proceeded with her
k

wsual way of treating all cases where the system is greatly disordered,

v, and restore
d. Ar

1 the same place, who had been sick five vears, wi

ing to throw out the merc

rned he

stive powers: and in three weeks she ret entirely ¢

woman came to me fi

had the same disease, and the do

in consequence of
h mercury to kill the

called it, then left her to

ible existence. When

he stated her case to me, 1 felt very unv

dertake with her, apprehending ¢ it would be wvery u whether a

could be effected, havi

g standing; but she insisied
I not put her off. After attending upon her tl

ever, her health was restored, and she

* been of so | upon it so

strangly, that T co e weeks, how-

urned he

e well: and in less than a year

after, she had two children at one birth. She I not had a child for eight years

before. This disease is very easily cured in the first stages of it, by a o

mion

course of medicine, being notl g more than a high stage of canker seated in the

ain pa

of the throat and other parts; by giving mercury, the whole system is completely

glands of 5 of

body, and if not cured, communicates to the glands

disordered, and although the disease may «

ar, it is not cured: and there

n this situ:

is more difficulty in getting the mercury out of the body of one

than to cure a dozen of the disease who have not taken this dangerous poison,

The Medical Profession ““Alarmed’ and for the Second Time Charge Thomson with
** Witcheraft.”

While in Exeter, I had a case of a young man, son of Col, Nat

aniel Giliman,

He was
Tl
corrosive sublimate souffed uj
to be shrunk up, and his fesh
of medicine, and zave an e

who was fourteen years old, and had been troubiled

pon

-

with bleeding at t 1ad made use of s

nose.

erful astringents, with

nose, t the bl

d. vessels in that part seemed
.

ich wasted away; 1 carried |

ugh a course
op ped
ration, restored the digestive
of

qual circulation

blood through the body, and

its course to the head; then raised a natural pe:

powers, and regulated ¢

systern, 0 as to support the body with food imst
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witcheraft, wh
with a thousand
I treated them th contempt,
o amuse myself with the credulity of the

believe such nonsense.

¥il, for Portralt and History of Cutler.) Agaln He Lays Up Trouble for Him

he close of the summer, while I at Exeter, I

Some time tow

for to go to Portsmouth to see a yo

man by the name of Lebell, w

state,

ngerous situation, supposed his friends to be in a

1 the afterncon. He had bee

been VED OVET Dirs. Cutler an pont, at

is of a nth, to the venere

swelled all r with the poison.

psy.  His legs d been scarified to

reury had gained the power,

to be

ate case, and told the Fren

that I eould

had the ¢ I could no encol
b

geme

hut he was ve soli 15 for me to do something for him. 1

se” pers F that twenty-four hours wol

or be dead

and spit 1

I returned; went out

siame &1
back
the doctors
window against h

I would do no more

» me that they were &

cure

actice over theirs; tried a month to

the

iority

pr

they

I'he man

perspiration, without success, and [ had done it in one

e with Mr. Underwood and staid that nig

before 1 the room. [ went

1 left them to ue their own course: the man ed before morning. Instead

a cent for all my

of getting the hundred dollars, as was agreed, I never

ouble of coming fifteen miles, and returning back 1 on foot: and besides

this losg, afterwards,—when I came to be persecuted by the faculty,—the above
two doctors gave their depositions against me, in which I was informed they

I killed

swore th man, notwithstanding they had given him over to die the
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stated. On being informed at they were trying to support a complaint against

morning before I saw him, and they had taken him out of my hands, as above

me, I got the depositions of Mr. Underwood and others, who were knowing to
the facts, to contradict these false staternents. On finding that I was determined
i

to oppose them, and prove what they had sworn to be all false, they thought
proper to drop the matter; but I was informed they had sworn that my medicine

was of a poisonous nature, and if it did not cause the patient to vomit soon after

being taken, they would certainly die. It is unnecessary for me to contradict this,
for its incorrectness and absurdity is too well known to all who have any knowl-
edge of the medicine I use.

After a number of Journeys Is Called by a Man Who Heard thal he, Thomson, *' Sweat His
Patients To Death.'”" Description of Treatment.

I was frequently in Portsmouth to visit those who had been sent to me to be
Exeter. Sometime in September in 1308, when there, I was called
on to visit Mr. Richard Rice, who was sick with the vellow fever, as it was

attended upon at

called. The reason for his sending for me, was in consequence of having heard

e reports of the doctors, that T sweat my patients to death. He conceived an

ea that if he could swear, he should be better; but they would not allow him
to be kept w taking the clothes off of him, and keeping the windows and
ring with the
cold. The plan was to kill the fever, and to effect this with more certaint
]

doors open; no fire was permitted in the room, while he was shiv

tor had bled him, and told his si

er that he had given him as much r:

as he dared to and 1f that | not answer he did not know what would.

ht, and in one he
elp himself. In the

I began to give him medicine a little before

tion took place. He was he was unable to

r the doctor proposed to | him; bot he was dismissed. I was with

morn

and then left him in the care of three
persons whom I could confide in. After I was gone, Dr. Brackett came into

patient was, in a great rage, saying that they were killing him;

him till the symptoms were favor

the

room where th

for the mort ion would

take place, in consequence of keeping him so

warm. He was asked by one of those present, in which case mortification was most

ely to take place, when the blood was cold and thick, or warm and thin. He

suspected hble, and would not

ne qu 2 an answer; and it was immaterial

which way he answere for in either case he had no grounds to suppert an

arpument upon, but what might be easily refuted, After he had failed in the
interference with those who had the care of the patient, he went to his wife and
other relations, and tried to frighten them; but he did not succeed, for they were
well satished with what was doing.

The patient was much out by spells, sometimes imagining himself to be a
lump of ice; but my directions were pursued by the person 1 left in charge of
him dur the night, keeping up a perspiration, in the morning he was much
relieved, and had his right mind. He had no pain except in the lower part of

the bowels; to relieve which he was very anxious that 1 should give |

m some
physic. 1 opposed this, being confident that it would not do in such putrid cases
He was so urgent, however, I gave him some, which operated wvery soon:

and the
consequence was, that it reinforced his disorder, and threw him into the greatest

distress. He asked for more physic, but I told him that 1 would not give him
any more, for 1 was satisfied of the impropriety of giving it in such cases, and I

have never given any since. It checked the perspiration, and drew the determining
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from the surf so that

and vomiting

of raisir persp

it was with the patest

Tor twelv

aay

he was up and
strd are, and took me under his
On Mor
s pure caused cor
| that there was but little ailed aim,

arf atter

r he was down on t

siderable talk in the town, and

quick, the doctors s

well himzelf if he had taken the phy AW

ne: but

c and been left s

others doubted, and s VMO how

it were convinced to the

know to cure

can a man, who has no |

disease ?

Qutward and Inward Heal.

I continued to practise in Portsmouth and vi

to see a child that had been

'.‘\|Ii|l' there, was sent or (0

ven infor

further

1 they wished

found tk it an

they had kept

3T Once

o medicing to

outward 2 inward heat; when they

gtart the determining pow to the surface, they at the same time ke

it. After eéxplaining to them the d

Ib'_lll\'f'll'\l as o coun

int of cold vinegar, :

aised the child up and poured on to it a

ward heat, but only tw shield it from t

plied no

the operation

inward, «

which,

wa

fistressed.

cold and very much
| tion bex

and ¢ cold out,

and  fell xt day the

relieved from

than what was natural, as it

lowwer the day betore

and was soon

gained its

gained the

PL".'.I.‘\'lil' recovered,

Agaln Trespasses on Territory of Dr. French, Is Arrasted, Finad and Reprimanded.

I went to Exeter, wh

shury before, si

sed 1n

I had not pr

1 to give

in June, and my returning there seeme

oy

the e¢hild mentioned

been to

medicine : and them

any wit
Were w

time the bonds for hi

and when the ¢

was bn

the cost. The

caused anot

ta the S

half of the Commonwealth; but I has

be brought atnst b reme

Ipswich spring foll two lawyer

fendant made the asse

two wi

Imitted t
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was true.

took

and brought witnesses on the stand to prove that what he had s
The your

cold, sw

woman who nursed Mrs. Lifford, and by whose neglect st

re to some of the most ridiculous occurrences concerning the death of
that woman, that could be uttered, which were perfectly contradictory to every
thing she had before confessed to be the truth. Another young woman, the ds ter
of a doctor at Deerfield, made a statement, to make it appear that I was the cause
of the death of the three children, who died as has been before related. I had
this woman, and have since ascertained that she
once during the sickness, and then did not go into the

no knowledge of ever se
was not at the house |

room where the sick were: and her exaggerated account must have been made

up of what she had heard others say.
These things were a complete surprise to me, not thinking it pos
people could be induced to make such exaggerated statements under the solemnity

le that

of an cath. I could
tradicted the whole evidence against me if there was time, but not expecti
ken the course it did, was unprepared. There appeared
of both the

ause, let the

ve brought forward abundance of testimony to have con

the caunse would have

to be a complete combination of the professional eraft s

wtors and lawyers, and a determination that I should lose the

evidence be what it might. My lawyers gave up the case without making a plea;
and the judge gave a very partial charge to the jury, representing me in the
worst point of view that he possibly could, saying that the evidence was sufficient
1 been tried for my life, he could
e prison for life. The

re the facts against me, and that if T

not say whether it would hang me or send me to the s
verdict against me, and 1 had to pay the cost of the court.

her a warr

jury of course gave thei

The counsel for Dr. French asked the e w ought not

to he issued ainst me, and I be (:{Ilr1|!|.':lt.';] to recognize to appear at the next

court, to which he answered in the affirmative. This so frightened my frie

that they were much alarmed for my safety, and advised me to go out of the way
of my enemies, for they seemed to be determined to destroy me. I went to
Andover to the house of a friend, whose wife I had cured of a cancer, where I

was very cordially received, and staid that night. The next day I went to Salish

Mills, and made arrangements to pay the cost of my unfortunate lawsuit,

The Lovett Case, tha Beginning of Thomson's Famous Trial.

While practising in Beverly, was called on by a Mr. Lovett, to attend his
son, who was sick, as they supposed with a bad cold; some thought it a typhus
fever. 1 was very much engaged in attending upon the sick at the time, and could
not go with him; he came after me three times before I could go. On seeing
ned of a stiff neck
had no pain. His aunt, who took care of him, said that he would certainly die,

h found that he compls d appeared to be very stupid, and

for he had the same symptoms as his mother, who died short time before. 1

gave some medicine which relieved him; the next day carried him through a

course of the medicine, and he appeared to be doing well. Being called on to go

to § n in the care of Mr. Raymond, with parti

ar directions to

keep in the house and not expose himself. This was on Wedn , and I heard

i well, till the Sunday

nothing from him, and knew not but what he was

afternoon following, when I was informed that he was worse. I immediately
ingquired of Mr. Raymond, and learned from him that he had got so much betier,
he had been down on the side of the water, and returned on Friday mnight; that

cold, being in the month of Dec he |

3 29

the weather was

tha been
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and soon a

nig

med

tient was o 3 t the
told him that I eould not help his

id in presence of El

advice: this was sz

Mr. Lovett made answer that I could not hels

! 80N,
could ; and

ag v desirous for me to stay with him all night, wi I did,

stood by his bed mind till

sted

He was mu

he whole ti

when he came to himse

to send for some other ctor, as I was

that would be of any benefit. He immediately sent for two d

re. The two

red, I left him in their

001

tem o't

the next night a ek, when he died. 1

iving the history of this cast

e for murdering this yo

e tim conduct, except

ted the patient so I a well

Ve wWas

as I knew of his being

attended

k was owing to his go ot

SECOn.

uted as any fs

t of mine.

After o Perlod of Practice in Various Localities, came Thomsan'

Trickey.

Some time

he was

do no g

the wife

house that t

it to her which & were sent for

arrived 1 he soon

ame, and said that his breathin

ne

en him; but by tl

knew to the contr + and the

1 till the

wiman soon aitc

, and die he was de
d the

man with my screw auger, a «

continue

and their {

doct
that I had ki

herb, in conse

ids spared no pains to s

ed

ven o

ence of one of tion of it,

that it twisted in him like a screw wils

AUFET. seized upon

v the re 1tion

1 made use of for the purpose of trving to
ile. Tl
medicine, for the same purpose; and represented them as the names by which
alled them. ey had likewise given me seve

icine by ridic

likewise gave similar nes to several other ar

mes and titles, by way of re-
e 1

the sweating and steaming doctor;

che de the old wiz-
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zard; and sometimes the quack.

ind of manay or

the mi

8 of many weak minded people; they were so afraid of ridicule, t those

n I cured were unwil fear of being laughed at for employ-

W

ing me.

h of the above mentioned C

The circumst:

as seized
friends, and the most false and absurd representations

t. Trickey, w

de by them through the country, with the intention of stopping my practice, by

Fetti me indicted for murder, or to drive me off: but m

iy friends made out a
correct statement of the facts, and had them published, which put a stop to their

career for that time. [ continued my practice, and had a great number of the most
g

desperate cases, in most of which 1 was successful, The extraordinary cures 1 had

performed, had the tendency to make many people believe, th

one who had |

on those who were given over as incurable, and th ¢, whether I them any

led by

t was immediately circulated that they wes
patients

medi or not, the rep

me, at the same time the regular doctors would lose th s, with=

out there being any notice taken of i

When their patients died, if appearances
were ever so much against their practice, it was said to be the will of the Lord, and
151
t was readily reported by those interested in destroyving my credit with

submitted to without a murmur; but if one happened to die that I had any
to do with,

the people, that I killed them.

Arrast, Imprisonment and Trial. In this, for the Testimony of Dr. Cutler, Thomson
would Probably hava Fared Much Worse. This (see note, page 37) Marks the
Beginning of the Medlcal Laws In America.

ars of one of the

[ shal w proceed to g m-

wes of my life, in as correct a manner as [ of doing

from memory: in order to sk 1 from

me
of the medical faculty, for no other reason, as I conceive,

than that they feared my

wild open the eyes of the peop 1 lessen their importance with them;

such information as would en them to of ¢

the aid of a doctor; and from many others, v
1 formed & e

t my practice, without having any other

e prejudices inst me by t t had been

irts

ge of me. Many of

wwever, have since been convinced of their error, have a very favorable

tem, and are ong my best friends.

After pra I went home to

ising in those parts through the season of
ks, and returned

to Salist

Surry, where 1 remained a few we

. On my
1 different places where I had before prac

5 |

way there, I made several st

to see my friends and to give information to those who made
tice. Un my ar

se of my medic
val at Salisbury, my friends informed me that Dr. French

and pr

had been very bu employved in my abzence, and that he and a Deacon Peck
e A ecker,

who was one of grand jury, had been to Salem, to the court, an

I on their
-tment found against me for
advized me to go off, and keep out of the way: but I told

ere had been a hill of ind

return had that

wilful murder. Thev
them 1 should never do that; for if they had found a bill against me, the govern-
ment must prove the charges, or 1 must be honorably acquitted. About ten o'clock
at night Dr. French came to the place where I stopped, with a constable, and made
me a prisoner in behalf of the commonwealth. 1 asked the constable to read the
warrant, which he did; by this I found that Dr. French was the only complainant,

1

e




SAMUEL THOMSON

ordered

constable to Dr.
While

T

the oppor

with

C ved

abuse to me till between two and three o'clock; he

for Salem to get the indictment. After he was

he constable, that after he had be ¢ the grand

he came home before the

ling that

cle was made out,

chance of

ould miss

raring I might be gone, and he

at Salisbury, f
! 2

gratifying inst me, he went to a brother r, who

W

e of the peace, before whom he ma

a justi

to suspect, and did suspect, that I had with malice aforeth

were unknown to

persons in the course of the year past, whose

h a we

n wh

nt was issued ' and T was a

wrder to deta

the

o I"\I'L'I.\'.'I n |I':}I exX:
rht before him, and he

was present, and adjourned the court again till

again bre

room and left m

to his house in the mean tim id put me in

of th
I did

low: but T told them t

leaving the house. When they came back, some of them asked me why

make my escape, which I might very done o

I stood in no f if the ¢

15e1l

as taken up as

whereby 1 ought to be puni

was dete d to be convic

ved with

D¢. French arr

ble to the Sheriff

and French had

by the most savage abuse that lang

and that I had murder her hung

fifty, and he could pro

or sent to the State on for life, and he would

I was tl it in irons by the f

in a dungeon, with a man 1
ter
any; and

convict -

to solitary con

1 confin

b

been comy

wement for

s of age, and s

assault on a girl six ye

o be glad of comp

year. He se

pany. T was not allowed a chair or a table, and no

straw bu

that misery loves c
but a

been wa

k on the floor, with one poor blanket

seral
1

hed. 1 was put into this

on on the roth

1 not even the of the sun, of

weather was very cold, and

ran from the 1 nto o

and to l'CIII'-i'!L'i(‘ the whole, the flt

was so off tried to rest

that 1 was almost stifled with the sn

well as I o I felt someth:

crawling over 1

e morning there was light enough shone

gshow the harror of my situatic My spirit and the justness

me king any lamentation, and I bore my

ates t

time I was called on through the

32




SAMUEL THOMSON

o or milk, and was

€

it consisted of an old tin pot of musty ¢ » without sweeter

5o bad as to be unwholeso h a tin pan cor

ng a hard piece of

I

jas so hard I could not e

we of a 1, which

us till three o'clock in tl when we had about fare,

we had till the r The day Mr. A came

to see me, and on witnessing my mi tion, he was so much

affected, that he ¢ scarcely speak. He brought me some provisions, which I
¢ very glad to re ¢; and when I descril to him my miserable lodgings, and

rid pl. e I was in, wept like a child. He asked |i|\l“.':_\.' of the

me with a bed, w , and brought me one; and other things

to make me more comfortable. e next day I wrote letters to my family, to Dr.
Fuller, and to Judge Rice, stating to them my situation.
T'h sd which was brought me, I put on the old one, and allowed my fellow

h he was very thankful. I had provisions enough
brought me by my friends for us both, and I gave him what 1 did not want; the

ne and beg, to car

rer a part of it, for whi

crusts and scraps that were left, his poor wife would com

her starving children, who were de

¥y to

endent on her. Her situation and that of her

husband were so much worse than mine, that it made me feel more reconciled to
my fate; and I gave her all 1 could spare, besides making his condition much more

comfortable, for which they expressed a great deal of gratitude.

In a few days after my c IETHIE
with him a lawyer. On consulting upon the case, they advised me to petiti
the Judges of the Supreme Court to 1 : 1] court to try my cau
h it could be tried, till the next fall, and

Judge Rice came to see me, and brought

would be no court held by law, at v
as there could be no bail for an indi
prison nearly a year, whether there was any thing

ment for mur should have

against me or not. T

1

the policy of my enemies, thinking that they could keep me in prison a year, and
in all probability I should not live that time; and their ends would be fully
answered.

1 sent on a petition agreeably to the advice of my friends, and Judge Rice
undertook to attend to the business and do every thing to get the prayer of the
petition granted. He followed the business up with great zeal, and did every thing
that could be done to effect the object. I think he told me that he or the lawyer,
Mr. Bartletr, had rode from Newburyport to Boston fifteen times in the course of
three weeks; on the business. At length Judge Parsons agreed to hold a special
court at Salem, on the roth day of December, to try the cause, which was one
month from the day I was committed. My friends were very attentive and
zealous in my cause, and every preparation was made for the trial.

During this time the weather was very cold, and I suffered greatly from that

cause, and likewise from the badness of the air in our miserable cell, so that I had not
much life or ambition. Many of my friends came to see me, and some of them
were permitted to come into the cell; but the air was so bad and the smell so

offe

wive, that they could not stay long. My friend, Dr. Shephard, came to see

me, and was admitted our dungeon. He staid a short time, but said it was

so offensive he must leave me; that he would not stay in that place a week for
all Newburyport. On Thanksgiving Day we were taken oot of our cell and put

in @ room

n the upper story, with the other prisoners, and took supper together;
irs, All of us tried to
enjoy our supper and be in as good spirits as our condition would permit. The
most of their complaints were of the filthiness and bad condition of the prison, in

they consisted of murderers, robbers, thieves, and poor deb:
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il, I was ta

to wasl 'I‘-_l~L'||. ¥ , and I was per itted to

the first time I had se any for thirty days,

ing me to feel fai

On our arrival, I was delivered over

Saler 1 i

I had lefe. I w

al for ten

dys more
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serviant twice el
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variety of cures that had been performed with it within their knowledge. Dr.
Fuller, of Milford, N. H.. was present and made many statements in my favor, as
- :

to the vi

e medicine, and advised to have Dr. Cutler, of Ha on, Sum-

ned,

Every thing was done by my friends that was in their

nee for a fair trial, for which 1 shall always

feel ver

wer, to assist me and give me a ch

grateful.
On the zoth day of Dec

ember, 180g, the Supreme Court convened r my

led, with Judges Sewall and Parker, assistant

which Judge Parsons pres

The case was called about ten o'clock in the morning, and the chief

justice ordered me to be brought from the prison and arraigned at the bar for |

my right and the other on my I

trial. I was waited on by two constables, one on

left, in which situation 1 was brought from the jail to the court-house and placed

that it was with

in the bar. The court-house was so crowded with the peopl

al s a chair

much difficulty we could get in. After T v placed in the c
ded me and I sat down to wait for further orders. Here I was the

object for this great concourse of people to look at: some with pity, others with

scorn.  In a few minutes I was directed to rise and hold up my right hand, to

hear the indictment read, which the grand jury had upon th

ir oaths presented

againgt me. It was in common form, stating that 1 had with malice aforethought,
murdered Ezra Lovetr, with lobelia, a deadly poisen. 1 was then directed by
the court to plead to the indictment, guilty, or not guiliy; I plead not guilty, and
the usual forms, in such ecases, were passe
and the trial commenced.

The Soli

monwealth, and made many hard statements aj

d through, the jury called and sworn,

ritor General arose, and opened the case on the part of the Com-

th he id he was

ted that I had at sundry times killed my patients with the

linst me, w

to prove:; he
ison. The f
was Mr. Lovett, the father of the young man that I was accused of killing. He
emient of the affair
after me several times before | could attend:

witness called to the stand, on the part of the government,

made a [{JIL‘"J‘H]L‘ fﬂir st

in general, particularly of coming
1 1 think he exaggerated many

things nst me, and told over several fictitious and ridiculous names, which

people had given my medicine, by way of ridicule, such as bull-dog, ram-cat,

w=auger, and belly-my-grizzle; all of which had a tendency to |-m:]1|dirr the
court and jury against me; and I also thought that he omitted to tell many
ings in my favor, that must have been within his knowledge; but there

ence that in the |

nothing in his ev criminated me, or supported the
arges in the indictment.

I'he next witness called, was Dr. Howe, to prove that I had administered

the poison alleged in the indictment. He stated that I gave the poigon to the said

Lovett, and produced a sample of it, which he said was the root of lobelia.

The Judge asked him if he was positive that it was lobelia; he said ke was,
and that I called it coffee. The sample was handed round for the court to
& . ex and they all appeared to be afraid of it, and after they had all satisfied A

Rice took it in his hand and ate it, whi very much

curiosity, Jod

surprised them. The Solicitor General asked him if he meant to poison himself
in presence of the court, He said it would not hurt him to eat a peck of it, which

seemed to strike the court with astonishment. Dr. Howe was then called at

my request for cross-examination, and Mr. Story asked him to describe lobelia,

how it looked when growing, as he had sworn to it by the taste

seemed to put him to a stand, and after being speechless for seve

and smell. This

ral minutes, he
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not seen any so | know it i g gl i s it at

this time.

had no

h  were

; s0me

my puke

One of

down his throat, and he cried murder till he died. This ws

by my e

falsehood, the story was wholly made

wefore siated

se women, for the purpose ¢

ble wi

against me. I had two unimpea Nesss

I never saw il

mare

all which fime Hovwe !

Ke I

an opportunity to m ¥ - in CONEEqU

ont their ca 1inst me, cot bring them forwar

Lemon was the ¢ 35 brought forward on the

irected to state what he knew about the i

monwealth, and was

He stated th been out of healil

for two years, [ much

with a pain in his | st, and was so bad that was unable to work: that

could get no help from the doctors; that he applied to me and I had cured

he knew about

n one weel

time Judge Par

they had for : jury, to find a bill on such ev
said he had more evidence which he wished to bring forwa

Dr. Frenc

was l, and as he had been the m e whole

aActor

f

business of getting me indicted, a cause, by hi

had been the pri

oW

s 1 was informed, of the grand jury finding inst me, it was
his evidence now would be suff

evidence,

sient to conde once: but it

he kn

1 directed to state what he kn

expected

out like the rest, to amount to n He was aske

prisoner at the bar; he said he did. He was

about him. He s3

d the prisoner had practised in the ps f the country whe

he lived, with good success: and his medici was harmless, being gathered by

the children for the use of the families.

Judge was roe

jury, when the Solicitor General arose and said, that if it w

I, you have nothing

murder, it might be found for manslaughter. The Ju

against the m

and he wondered

what they had for a
grand jury.
the

In his charge stated

the prisoner had brc

laww, Common or st

ine with an inte

1Y person may

quated Hale, who s

to do go and if it has the contrary effect

expectation, and k is not murd nslay

nor even fr

tients, who would pr

doctors 1
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el

A retired f

verdict of Not Guilty.

retis

) COUrt an

gE4ES £Xan ess and

'

nee o discovery before a ASSEN of pi testimony L
were present at besides o k

After I was over, T v F

selves for the evening. |

o were so offended

When we sat down to tl able, several ¢ Iresent,
made me think of wl

at my being acquitted, that they left the t

flee when no man pursueth, but the ri

ture savs, that “the

= sub

with my

ng the e 't of prose

Dr. French, : abuse to me when a

prisoner at his houose, d prov

d a fair

and after havir one, it was

v his conduct '

thoy ble opp

VOr; 1 pay something

ering, and for the ble he had made
agreed upon, and

to be my

in causing me so

g the action in

and likewise he undertook
and paid Mr. Bartl

Tima

witnesses for the above t

forty
1 of my

night; [ had but little sleep,

|;|\'._\'t.'!- and
i Mr. St

wias paid twenty

re by a con

I staid at Mrs. Russel's that

1 was sa much 1 came to consider w I had gone

, and the risk 1 had run in escaping the snares of my enemie
xiety of my family till t
Iz, and I was more confused than when in prison.
The next day I went to Salisbu

Wi

vy got the news of my acquittal, that sleep fled from

and stopped with Mr. Osgood, where I

first arrested. Mrs. Osgood and a voung woman who had been emploved

1 clear me of some troublesome
m the prison; and when I had paid a visit

glad to see me, I went to Portsmouth, to
5 very much impaired, by being confined for

by me as a nurse, assisted to clean my clothes,
companions I had brought with me f

to all my old friend

who were very

cover my health, which w

v d:

Id winter.

attended upon me, and carried me through a regular course of medi-

in those filthy and cold prisons, in the coldest part of a remarkably
My friends
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Most instrum

befall them as a

persecutions

ma

Pecker, one

rt time :
ained ever
Dr. French, one year after I

and

which I was
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to quit his eountry.®
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for prosecutir Dr. I The pr ! ) menced,

moned before the

of common i:||,':}-, in the County of York.

e business, and became 1

found that

attended,

Ors

ned the de

oE o sup

necessary
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s

e o ¢

lored and exagperated statemer

he necessity of sting a d of the trial one week, which |
" - I proceeded immediately, and took the depositions of those who [t
to the facts: but found that these were not su and went
Deerfield, and summoned two men to appear at © give their e
* o timony. When I had got ready to come to tri jefendant was not
ready,; d got it § off to the next term, waol Iden at York the [
In the spring, before the setting of the c t g to the clerk’s iy
to find what the depositi were were filed against me; and the kud
sared to be a series ements, made by os¢ who were !
by their ' but wvery little, if any, knowledge |
s, more tl they obtained by hearsay. e to redouble I8
ence to @et witnesses to appear on the stan testimony, k
case they had alleged against me. .
On the day appointed far the trial, every thing was prepared on my part t
to have a hearing. Judge Parsons was on the bench, and se med, as I th I
to be determined to have the case go against me; for he appeared to know every
at was to be in the defence beforehand. 1 made out my case by proving
words uttered by » defendant, which were in my declarati They then
proceeded in the defence, to make out the eight cases of murder, which were
alleged against me. The first was the case of a man by the name of Hubbard,
who had been dead above two years, the particulars of which T have
stated. The witness b o support this case, told table
colored story; and 1 on the stand a ¥ I le witness,
whi staremer
were the three ch
ticulars of which have been
were read, which the defendant had obt my enemies,
and who knew nothing of the matter, more th 4 nselves.
gave a very highly colored account of children: so
that it would appear by their stories, that I had taken them in he s
roasted them to death; never saying a word about the fifteen that I
e of which had been given over by the d To rebut the evide
ced to prove that I had killed those children, 1 to
two respectable witnesses, who were knowing to all the eir , being
at the time of my attending the family., 11 ve a and p1
ount of all the circumstances as they took place; of the situation of the i
v when [ first saw them, and the violence of how ¢ doc
i lost all their patients that had been attacked with the disorder before I came;
with the number that d by my mode of pract and th doe
afterwards adopted my plan, and saved the lives of a number by it. The Juds
interrup themn and re some of the depositions over again: but these witnesses
- - ted that they 1 and went on to give some of the culars of ~
the opj on 1 in those very persons, whose p
tions had been r the out, and attempted to stop them,
a - saying they had said en They said ths sworn to tell the v

they felt it their duty to do it

They next br

had died at Beverly, that I

a Lovett, whom 1 had been

t on the case of 3 woman w

of 1

dering. 1 was verv glad to have

attended, and with it 1ed i

mur-

s case brought up again, as I wished to have
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were

5¢ witnesses,

that 1 so st

ner,

ld not help her.

¢t case was that of Mrs

ave beer

took cold, after

had a

ANCes wWere in consequence

her by the

erwards.

and 1 could not

ssed  at

e was the only one to . and tl

attached to me; but she afterwards was influenced by Dr. Frer

threats that she would swear to any thing to injure

o turn

me, and m
After her depositi

stand, who com-

read, I brought witnesses on

in it; but the d her depo

ined

contradicted every thing ¢ a age

nce to the

in prefe

ennon o

rected them to pay

jury, a
nesses on the stand.
T'he

who wa

at of the son of

15 tl

and
very violently attacked, and was atten
m, and tl as i

the man with whom he lived, would not consent

Case

Cutter. I

v of helping |

to attend hi ought there w

Id do any

at I
after telling them that he would be either worse or better

m, and I went awa

he would « I was called to wisit him in

ana

before m

»d that he was worn

Cifi=

the o

it was undoubtedly too

upon him. [ told his fatl
led,

um any good, as 1 consic

me attend

d

sented to

the chance was

it 50 much, I

late; but he insis

all for doi

YETY §IT e Ccase,

his friends, I gave him so
ke «
urdered the j

being very hardly urged

effect, and about sun-c

he died.

forward to prove th

that e patient had the dropsy in

Way to recove

and he was in a it my p

facts as 1

fai 1500 pukes,

and killed him. I brought forward evidence v

above 1 them, and that the doctor wou give n gement of helpin
T father of the young man gave hiz evide , and st the
a dyi situation when I gave him medici the inter-

he was a doctor, to
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ned, and he was getting better;

t his disorder had t

he doetor? and thus man

are y
I have thus given a
were attempted to be proved as murder, in order to make out

1E 0 Co

ef sketch of the evidence in the e

my defence to the same, In as correct a manner as I
confident that every circumstance as I have related

part of the defendant, v
e+ and

am able from mem

witnesses. After the ev ce was gone

it, can be substantially proved

through, the lawyers on both sides o r pleas, making the case on my
4 bad as thev could. The Judge then gave his cha

heard it, to be the most p

s to the

part as good and s

ed and

ide by the

jury, which was cr

partial one that had ever

e of EVEry means to

een heard before. He mad

1 turn them a me; ng that the defendant

raise the passions of the jury, s

ied in calling me a mu for if I was not guilty of

was completely jus

rant I 1 abused my I:J.\-'\-‘

wilful murder, it was barbarous ig
in ‘screw-an

yers for taking up for me, saying that they
and bull-dogs. The pe that were present were very much disgusted at
conduet, and they expressed themselves very freely upon the subje It was
stead of being courts of justice, had become courts of
prejudice. One man st that he hoped r
n;\;mrwniu' to sit on a cause; which prediction turned out true, for he soon after
{ as I am informed, died before the next court met. ‘The
ict of just

by s0me, |||.'II our cour

dge Parsons would never have an

had a stroke of ps

on the part of the defendant, and
I dollars.
I went to Portsmouth, and

vy the costs. Ju

i';lr‘\ brought in tl

out two thous

n me, '\'\IIiL"lI am

||?\I'!I'.\G'L; the w & CDEL

When I found how the case was g

¢ Rice was my bail,

nents o

undertook to pay all the bills that I had not p

spon after made arr:

id at the time. On my sett

ired dollars for money that he had advanced

him, I owed him six hun
account: for which I had no way to secure him, but by giving him a mortga

on my farm; which I did, and it was put on record, and never known to any

S
anda

arged nothing for all his ti

of my friends till 1 had paid it up. He

my persecutions and trials, for which, and for his

trouble, through the whole

kindness and friendship on all occasions, I shall ever consider myself under t

greatest obligations.

Attesting to the Fact that the ** Fashionable'' Doclors and Thomson had not yet Burlad the

Hatchet.
About the first of June, 181z, I received a letter from Eastport, w e I had
been the fall before and shown some of my mode of Some of the pe

in that place were so well sa wafied with it, that seven men had subscribed their

pames to the letter, 1 sting me to come there practise in the fe
prevailed in those parts. I left the care of my business at Portsmouth with Mr.
Carpenter, my apprentice, and immediately took pas for Eastport, where I

eived by those who had

arrived about the middle of June. 1 was wery gladly n
wrote to me, and by those with whom I had become acquainted when there before
I agreed to practise under the protection of these who had sent for me, until I

to which they consented, and pror

ised me all
, and had all the
I met with very great

had convinced them of its utili
the assistance in their power. 1 was soon called on to pra

of wh

| be found, in ich

most desperate cases that col
The first

tended in presence of the committee, were five des-

41

cases |
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were all liv

ed me,

from Mrs.

son's wife, wh

hese

WENe Ver

ne ¢

I had never known the

ere the il

ich would be the

frequer

1 were, | seemed to

e the child would freg

VErsation amol

and old woman ha

of the

r to get her reve

ifess that her str

the whole affair,
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Decldes to ** Patent " his System of ** Thomsonian Treatment.”” The Famous Baglnning of
; American Patent Medicines. (See note, page 37.)
When I

my best al

maturely considered

the subject in all

ings, and exercizsed

Ing =ome chich 1 could ex ale mys |" 1':|'|1|':|| tr

|

which threatened me on ud; ar

4 which

event those rig

vears labor, with much suffering and g
claim te, from b

cpense had given me a just

wrested from me; I finally came to the conclusion that there

vas only one plan for me to pursue with any chance of siaccess: and that was s

to o on

Washington, and obtain a patent for my discoveries; and put myself

and me

ine under the protection of the laws of my country, which would not

only secure to me the exclusive right to my system and me , but would put

me above the the laws of any state.

After co

g ot i luston to go on to the seat of government and

for a patent; made all necessary preparation fi

the journey, and started
Portsmouth on the yth of February, and arrived at Wasl

on on the 23d.
Gilman, of Exeter, showed

next day after my arrival, 1 waited on Capt. Nic

him

3

v credentials, and asked h what [ must do te obtain my object.
He said that he thought it could not be made expl
without being toc

it enough to combine the system r
d pra

2 however advised me to carry
ce; which was then under
(s

v petition
control of Mr., Monroe, Secretary
the patent office and found that Dr. Thornton was the Clerk,
and presented him my pet !

i,

to the patent
of State. I w

tion. He asked me m

questions, and tl

ain the next

right; that I must specify the medi

- -2 . ~ 1 ] = ) . "=
must call again; I called a y and he said the petition
rine, and what «
es in general te

cularly des

it must be used in:

SOTC

he s

that those medici

s to cure every thing, was quacker

I must part

1ate the medic
Martin €
ked his assi

state how it must be used,

and in what GISEase.

enden, late governor of Ver-
mont, who was at Wa

ance; he was from th

town wi

consented. We made out the

tions in as ner as we and the next day I carried them to the

ive them to Dr. Thornton; he complained much al

too short a system, and put me off once more.
but

ain and asked
names for the ar

plied

-

him for my paten i

not got bat

h
and referred me to Dr. M

i
litchell, of New York, who was in the House of Repre-

requested him to give the botanic

atives. 1 applied to |

les ment He wrote them, and I carried them to Dr

Thorr

on; but he was unable to read some of the names, one in parti

1 to Dr. Mitchell, and get him to give it in some other words.

said I must go ag

and not tell him that he could not re

ad it. 1 went,

and the doctor wrote t
in, and then wrote, or “Snap-dragon:" which T ca

same :

ied to Dr. Thorntan,

uested him to put in the patent my names, and record it
¢ otl name he choze. He then talked

to Dr. Barton, to get his names.

word aga
id e

for himself, sna

dragon, or

delphi

I found he was determined to give me the trouble he could, and

r a patent, and I intimated that I

3 possible
to defeat my gettin
- = to Mr

and &

viald

with my complaint
disposed to grant my request,
rton’s names. He then went to work to make
it the patent, and when he came to the article of myrrh, he found muech fault
it was good for nothing, I told hi

Monroe, u

1 which he seemed
id he would do without Dr, B

about that, and n that I paid for the patent,

43



SAMUEL THOMSON

was good for n g 1t was

IngE to my I the

rheematism; he then asked
“the three |

as an eme

numb

money and | him

eth succeeded in obtaining my

P

ed to me on the third day of

pleted and deliver

Interviews the Celebrated Madical Authorities of that Da
He Speaks Highly.

d completed

The next after T h

the President of the d States; a
that After the monies Were
found the seats » all engaged for
the 13th before 1 cou a passa |
Phil

where [ re

troducing

to confer

Barton :

my system of
but Dr. Rush was so
than stating
Dr

¢ conver-

He tre: me with much politeness; and

he would give his my

d him many

cerning my system and patent, and re

it. He advised me to make frien

try the medicine, and give the pub recommenda
correct. I told him that I t I
and deprive me of all credit

should

v to themselve
if 1

be the case. He said

e thoug

¢, and asked him
some, but he th there were orable e

if he would n

to deserve. He said

do justice to me

1 directions

Dr. R

left some of ith him, witl

he died; an

received

ved of

by which me was

erwise have been exerted in my favor.

lent would «

I was cot

cal Treatment and Points

Thomson in an Interview with Barton Criticises the Pravalant Mo
Out the Absurdity of Bleeding to Gure Dissase. *“It appeare
dinary to bleed twenty times to cure the mosl fatal disease aver knov

manner of treatment would kill one-half of those in health.”

to ma very extraor-
; the same

with Dr. Ba

he being

11, and

upon the

of the present day. He ack ged there

as that of medicine. I stated to him pret

yinted out 1is 10CON

eding to cure disease; and [

hod was made use of o ¢ a sick man as to kill a w

me

said 1 strange

=
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While in the city of Philadelphia, T examined into their mode of treating the
yellow fever; and

md to my astonishment that the treatment prescribed by
Dr. Rush was to bleed twice a day for ten days. It appeared to me very extraor-
dinary to bleed twenty times ta cure the most fatal disease ever known: and am
confident that the same manner of treatment would kill one half of those in health.

This absurd p

ce being followed by the more ignorant class of the faculty,
merely because it has been recommended in some particular cases by a great man,
has, T have not the Jeast doubt, destroved more lives than has ever been killed
by powder and ball in this country in the same time. Those I met in the streets,
who had escaped the fatal effect of bleeding, mercury, and other poisons, carried
death in their countenance; and on conversing with them, they said thev had never
been well zince they had the fever; that they took so much mercury and opium,

they were afraid that they were in a decline.

Alter a Serles of Journeys, Introducing His ** System,” Eslablishing Agencies, and Selling
Patent Rights to His System of Practice, Thomson is agaln Disappointed In
Financlal Affairs.

This season I went to Eastport,
Rice: and thinki

nd collected some money to pay my friend

L to ms

ke some profit, laid it out in fish, and sent it to Portland,
consigned to my friend Fickett. When I went there myself, sold the fish to him.
I afterwards made a settlement with him, and took his note for one hundred and

sixty-three dollars, which he agreed to pay Judge Rice; as he was going to Boston

in a short time, and ke would call on him at Portsmouth for that purpose. I then

s after, returned to Ports
calling on Judge Rice, found to my surprise that Mr. Fickett had not

went home to see my family, and in about six mol

and on

the money, that he had failed, and there was no chance for me to get any thing

of him. So I was again disappointed in my expectations of paying this demand,

and it appeared to me that all my hard earnings would be sacrificed to pay the
expense of persecutions; but my friend Rice was very indulgent: and instead of

complaining, did all he éould to encourage me

and keep up my spirits.

Meeats a Disaster thal ** Was Taken Advantage of by His Enemies.”

In 1814 returned to Portsmouth, which place I made the principal depot of
my medicines; having previous to my returning from the Eastward, made ar-
rangements with my agents to supply them, and all others who had purchased the
rights, with such medicine as they might want, by their applying to me for them.
I had laid in a large stock, the value of which I estimated to be about one thou-
sand dollars. 1 went to Boston and Salem, to procure some articles that cc

not be obtained elsewhere, in order to complete my stock; swhen absent, the £

fire took place at Portsmouth, and all my stock of medicine was consumed. This

was a

¥ 5€

s loss to me, not only in a pecuniary point of view, but it dis-

all my plans, and put it out of my power to supply those who I knew
led upon me for all such articles as were most important in the practice.
‘The season was so

advanced that it was impossible to obtain a new recruit of
most of the ar

icles; and I was obliged to collect a part of what had been =ant
to different places, in order to be able to supply, in the best manner I could,

such demands for medicine, as I should be called on for. In doi

ng this, I was
put to great trouble and expense, and in order to make myself whole, was under
the necessity of raising the price of the medicine fifty per cent.: this caused much
grumbhing and comp
and was taken adv

T 435

nt from the members of the societies in different places,

ge of by my enemies to injure me all they could.
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Concerning Two Remedies and Further Troubla with Infringers on His Patentad System
of Medlication.
After

remained ab

to Alexandria c we

e cyprus ba

n Washington a few days, we we

is

time I collected so

a

d what we call r, is by them called

the name of poplar, a
on account of the constant shaking
i

known there

es.

of its leay

quaking-a

s summer, 1 visited Eastport, Portland, Charlestown, South Re

]}‘Ill'il'l"
E
I or riL-ll-'!‘ "".li\.i to

1 other es where societies had been forme

ve informa

jon to the people; and in all places where I went, found t
rections, which had been clandestinely obtained and pul 1y

d
and others, to injure me by stopping the sale of rights, selling at 3702
ieement in the papers, cautioni

of putting an adver

I was under the necess
ition, which put a st to their sale; Ereat

inst this imj

the people ags
were taken 1
way that some of

this i

ulate them among the people;

my enemies to ¢

v articles of medicine came to be m:
In 1815 1

venne, ginger, &c

country in colds, such

1d '.\E'i'L.n--l the copy r

of my boeok of dir 1
Taunton, and I advertised it as before, and stopped

Marsh Rosemary Becomes Scarce, but Thomson finds that it Is * Too Cold and Binding.”

{ to proc

In the fall of the year r8i1g
and prep:

and collected a

is is the last time 1 have collected any

rce, think I shall make no more use of it

e found othes

bark, which I ha

h-hazle and raspberry leaves, anc

as wine; it is good

etened, and

!_El“'-d : he, -EICET ed

of sickness when other

for children in cases of

articles become disagreeable

Thomson Experienced Much Trouble with Persons Whe Bought His ** System Rights.”" Ewver
in a Turmoll, He Decides at last that Whoaver ** Purchases a Right for Himsell and
Family Is Entitled to All the Privileges.”

vy chose a o

and

I formed those who purchased the rights, into a s ciet
its and m

ne: but this

ttee, whom I authorized as agents to sell rig

lousy among the rest of the members, who said I gave privileges to some more

than to others.
| have formed four societies, and given them certain privileges, by allowing

e; but as soon as tl

them part of the profits on the sale of rights and medicir

was any funds, it has always created uneasi

55 among the members. So

e Of
the ignorant and selfish, would call for their dividends, as though it was bank

stock, instead of feeling grateful for the advantages they emjoy by having their
diseases cured, and their minds relieved from the alarming consequences of a

sease, with a trifl

r expense. 1 'n.'l\'c_:iiﬂl'l.' altered my plan, and now have

E

ases a ri for himsel

but one .‘-ﬂ-l.‘-IL".}. Every one who pure be-

Botanic Society,

comes a member of the Friendly

leges of a free intercourse with each other, and to conver

_l_f:l

any one
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bought ‘a right, for instruction and assistance in sickness, as each one is bound to
give his as
way much more

tance, by a

wd can be done, and there will be much more good-will
g

ice or otherwise, when called on by a member. In t

towards each other, than where there is any money depending.

in the Decline of Life, Disconsolate and Disappolnted at Men's Ingratitude, Thomson Con-
cludes lo Appoint a * Sultable Agent "' to Care for his Business. He Selects Ellas
Smith.

After having discovered a system, and by much labor and constant perse-
verance reduced it to practice;, in a manner that had given general satisfaction
to all who had become acquainted with it, and havi

g secured the same by patent,
in order that I might reap some benefit from my discovery, to support me in

my old age, havi

=]

long series of attendance on the sick, both as phys
, become almost worn out, I came to the determination to appoi

nar:

some
table person, who would do justice to me and the cause, as a general agent, to
take the lead in practice

st
and give the necessary information to those who should
purchase the rights, which would enable me to retire from practice and receive

a share of the profits as a reward for my long sufferings. After considerable

inquiry, 1 beéame acquainted with Elias Smith, whe was recommended as a2 man

in whom I could confide, a

il who was every way qualified as a s

e person

to engage in the undertaking. T found him in Boston, and in very poor circum-

stances; having been for many years a public preacher, but in con

¢ his religious principles and engaging in

ereént pri

he was now wit WUt a2 =0

|' OrT any wvisu

supporting himself and family. He readily e

nised to
fulness of

ged with me, and pr

do every ng power, to prom my interest and extend the us

my system of practice.
I sold him a family right in December, 1816, and was in h family during
the winter, for the purpose of instructing him in the practice, to qualify him to

attend upon the sick and give information to others. 1 put the utmost confidence
in his honor, and spared no pains in communicating to him, without any reserve
whatever, all the knowledge T had gained by my experience, both by

p ce and
struction; under the expectation, that when he became sufficiently ac-
with the system and practice, I should be rewarded for my trouble, by

ully performing his duty towards me, according to his promise. I shall

make no re
B after he had gained
a knowledge of the practice from me, to enable him to set up for himself: but chall
proceed to give a short account of what took place during my connection with him.

irk upon my being disappointed in all my expectations in regard to

Ir. Smith’s conduct, and the treatment I received from

Comes now a Serles of Troubles In which Smith and Thomson Disagres, and, as usual,
Thomson Becomes an Enemy of His Friend.

In the winter of 1819, I went to Philadelphia, and previous to my geing made
arrangements with Mr. Smith to publish a new edition of my book of directions;
we revised the former ec

n, and made siuch additions as we thought would be
necessary to give a complete and full description of my system, and the manner of
preparing and using the medicine; and I directed him to secure the copy-right ac-
cording to law. I left the whole care with him, to arrange the matter, and have
it printed. On my return to Boston in March, he had got it dope: but in a manner
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nages of the most useful part of

very unsatisfactory to me, for he had left out

the remarks and directions, and it was otherwise very incorrectly and badly prince

I asked hin

e mislaid, and

and he said

the reason of t

t of the copy

1 printer had not done his work well. [ had idea time, that he had
any design in having thi phlet printed in the ner but his subsequent

a plan to u

t he had previous to this, formed

istify the belie

n advan

1Z to his oy

and turn every

fy the publi

whale of my systemmn of pract

that my svstem was no Sysiem

has since attempted to saty

under his own inspectiol

has brox vard this very book, which was

and ar as a part of his wof, that 1 was incapa

necessary intorm

COMmimi

¥

my Wi discoveries, and ¢

seful to o purchased

0se W

telligible manner to make my system of practice

the

hits. It i= a well known fact, that some of the m eszential parts ¢

1 doll

ve the proper

tions were to be verbal: and I had allowed him t

instructions to all those to' whom he sold the r
"

wve recently
He

¢ from the clerk,

Another circumstance that 1
to say the le: f
and obtair

ilil‘\-i[("‘l the ti

a certifics

inted in the name of

proprietor it to be 1son, as author

a false cer

and proprie hiz intentions were in thus pul

ut leave the reader to judge for himself.

shall not attempt to

Smith, now In Open Rebeillon, Publishes a Book that Conflicts with Thomson's Exclo
Right to the ** Systam.”

o, Mr. Smith collected together these in Boston who had

May,
aof me or my

wrote a const

| were t«

nee, i

|-r--||1i.erI them im
||:
continuec

asurer, and e meetings were di

and tr

1d the soci the course of nine months.

rchased the ri

appears to have taken the lead of all those who had |
make them tributary to himself.
In November, I ¢

without

urned from the country and found that he had advertised

al work p

consent, in the Her
tion, a book to cor

him at s for publishir by

whole of the system a

& discovered by Samuel Thomson,
By Eli:

for no one would purchase a

prac

him by patent. The price to subscribers to be fi

d the sale of

.\. -\IIIIII
ity @t twenty dollars, when they had the promise of them at five. 1 went

to know these proposals; he pl

1 1o iss als for pul

) MY Pra ith a complete descri

e, and preparing and using
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ng the rig
» the propos

it; the price to subscribers to be ten dollars, inclu

¢ the same for If and family, Mr. Smith undertook to w

and get them printed: after they were struck off, 1 found he had szaid in them, by
Samuel Thomson and E 1: all subscribers to be returned to the latter, I

itting his name with mine; he said n order to get

and let them be distributed.

cribers. I'said no more about it at that time
When I seitled with him the last time, I asked him what he would charge me

the press; he said he thought we were to write it
d b

to prepare my manuscript f
gether: I asked him what made him think so; he
ed this: but told him the reasons he had assigned
re. He then intimated

ause |'l;.'\ name was on

» proposals with mine; I adm

r putting his name to it without my consent or knowledg

me; | asked him what [ ever had of

he thought he was to be a pariner w

him to entitle him to an equal right to all my discoveries. To this he made no

reply; but said hie would write it, and we would agree upon a price afterwards. I
told him no; I must know hiz price first. He said he could not tell within fifry
dollars. I then told him we would no more about it. This conversation, to-

gether with his conduet in regard to the proposals, convinced me beyond all doubt,

that his design was to destroy me, and take the whole business to himself. 1 felt
unwilling to trust him any longer, and wok all my books and manuscripts from

his house.
Thomson Enters Sult for Infringement of Patent, to find It “Improperly Made Oul.”

He continued to practise and prepare medicine, bidding me defiance. I made

several attempts to get an honorable settlement with him, withour success. 1
leaving

ployed three persons to go to him and offer to settle all our difficulties
them to a reference; but he refused to do any thing, continued to trespass, and
made use of every means to destroy my character by abusive and false reports con-
cerning my conduct, both in regard to my practice and private character. Finding
that I could get no redress from him, I put an advertisement in the papers, giving
notice that I had deprived him of all authority as my agent; and cautioning the
public against receiving any medicine or information from him under any autharity
of mine. He redoubled his diligence in trespassing, and prepared the medicine and
advertited it for sale under different names from what I had called it. I found
there was no other way for me to do, but to appeal to the laws of my country for
justice, and brought an action against him for a trespass on my patent, to be tried
at the Circuit Court, at the October term, 182r. The action was continued to May
term, when it was called up, and the Judge decided that the specifications in my

patent were improperly made out, not being sufficiently explicit to found my action

further

upon. In consequence of which I had to become non-suited, and stop
proceedings against him, till 1 could make out new specifications and obtain a new

patent from the governmnet.

Closes the '* Narrative of the Life of Samuel Thomson™' with a Bitter Complaint Concerning
Man’s Ingratitude.

Mr. Smith has lately [1822] published a book in which he has given my system
of practice with directions for preparing and using the vegetable medicine secured
te me by patent, and my plan of treatment in curing dise

In the whole of this work there is not one pri

se as far as he knew it
le laid down or one idea suggested,

except what is taken from other authors, but what he has obtained from my written

or verbal instructions; and still he has the effrontery to publish it to the world as

49
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we who make use of poisonous dr

se more disease than they cure; and

as well as myself have a deep interest. T have enc
faithful statement ; e treatn
particular of wh can be substantiated by indisp I

now appeal to the public, and more particularly to

discoveries, for their aid and countenance, in supportin

iring to me my claims to whatever of
ntitled. While
r diverted from my

fully with me; |

sh what my life has princ

1

encroachments, an

am hon them

rably and justl

cour

persevere in all | hle a

1lly been spent in fulfilling.

who deal dec

ADDITIONS IN THE SECOND EDITION. 1825.
Proceeds to Take Lagal Evidence with the Object of Preventing Infringement of His
‘ Patent,” which had been |ssued January 28th, 1823.
After having failed in my attempt to obtain justice, by
i, I four

ure, in order to meet the universal oppe

1 before relate

SATY 10

I have in

m all those who be
1ed my |

not only the medical faculty, but f
led th When 1

in making out the s i tions, besides, it was ex

arned

ent, I

ined and

ey Ger »d States; and it

reral gentl in the law, to be

it was, th

aning

the pa the compm

aimed

srein set was what |

way for me

immediately after the above decision, 1
ections that had b 1
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more successful than the first, time must determine. Tt embraces the six numbers,

composition or vegetable powders, nerve powder, and the application of steam to

raise perspiration; and to put my claim beyond doubt, I added at the end as follows,

viz.: “The preparing and r'.'m\pral,lm[i:“;_{ the foregoing vegetable medicines, in manner
n deseribed, and the administering them to cure disease, as herein mentioned,

gether with the use of steam to produce perspiration, I claim as my own invention.”

My second patent is dated January 23, 1323,

Enters Sult Agalnst Ellas Smith for Commission Money Due on Patents, Wins His Suil, and
Rejolces In his Yictory.

At the time I failed in my atternpt against s Smith, in consequence of the
decision against the correctness of the specifications of my patent, as has been before
related, T had a number of notes for rights sold, amon
person, who had previously expressed great zeal! in my cause, for a right for him-
- of the trial, he took sides with

them were two against a

self, and one for his friend. During the pendir
Smith; and after the decision, came to the conclusion, or, as 1 suppose, was told by
Smith, that the notes could not be collected by law, and refused to pay them. I did
not wish to put him to cost, and therefore let the business rest, in hopes he would
think better of it and pay me according to contract; but after waiting until the notes
were nearly outlawed, and he still refusing to pay, I put one of them in suit, and
the action was tried before the Boston Police Court. The defence set up was, that
the failure of the patent; and also that

the contract was void, in consequence of
[t'_‘_'f{‘ was no '\'-'[lllE IECf]\E{|

The trial was before Mr. Justice Orne, and was managed by Mr. Morse, for
the plaintiff, and Mr. Merrill, for the defendant. On this trial, as on all others
in which I have been engaged, there seemed to be the same fixed prejudice against
me and my system of practice. The Judge took several days to make up his judg-
ment, and finally decided in my favor, giving me the full amount of my claim;

thus settling the principle, that obligations given for family rights were good in
law. This was the first time I have ever had a chance to prove the utility of my
medicine and system of practice, before a court of law; having always before been
prevented by some management of the court.

A writer has lately come forward and published a series of numbers in the
Boston Patriot, under the title of “Eclectic,” who appears well gualified, and seems
disposed to do me and my system of practice justice, by laying before the people a

correct view of my case.

ADDITIONS IN THE THIRD EDITION. 1831.

Appolnts an Agent, John Locke, Who Turns Traltor and Unexpectedly Invelves Thomson in
Morgan's Masonic Controversy.

In all this time, I had never thought or mistrusted that there was a plot laid
apainst me, either by him (Locke), my agent, or the committee, or with all combined,
nor until about the end of the second year, which now seems but too obvious. Hav-
ing recently returned from the West, I was at Mr. Locke's house, and showed him a
newspaper which contained an account of the masonic outrage at Batavia. After
reading it, he flew into a great pasgion, and accosted me as though I had made the
I tried to argue the case with him: but in vain. e called me by as many

d “fool,”

1ames as he could well think of, and occasionally, the words “lie,”
e in the compound.
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Another Agent, House, Now Refused to Pay his Commission.

ve tried repeate g
) He paid
W ne renc

When 1

iz the result

he took them whenever he

1d lose his
I lent

en &

ndred dollars, one

mention many other ci 5 which would go to sh

n to raise Mr. Locke, if possi

a deter

HEAT,

tention to

e, attendi

wished for it.

Describes His Travels and Troubles, Tells of Counterfelt Books and Agents’ Concerns.

I have been six times in a
rles Mil

family rights. On his

through the §

twio bhooks

I 5, @5 agen

Ohio, and seven

way hom counterfeit books, of David R

I underst e went down

one hundred, more or less. H

of the State, and in the course of eighteen months sold about ten

worth of i at at rate.

, and imposed on the inh

for seventy-Ave dol ty-five, oth and he would

%, BOME Lwe

one book for four ri

and les

g0 continued until he | =ald mine, and nearly all the otl

1826, Horton Howard caused a letter to be sent to me,

conduct, and requesting me to come on to see a in Jan

and, following after Miles, 1 found his cc

t to he oy stated. |

herwise showing that he had no a

thority from me

d his

the

agency, and pacifi of the peoj

the family

t to those to whom he had so improj

at part of what he owed

Horlon Howard, of Ohio, Prints Books, Sells Patent Righits to Thomson's Treatment and
Keaps the Money, about $80,000.

of the same year, I Horton Howard ag

authority to print my beok, and in three a

for the Western

a half years, he

¥y

'y

hts,

usand r

|:1ri!l.'l'c| about six thousand copies, and sold about four t

assistance of nts, an o about eig

£ ty thousand
different times to come to an honorable sertlement with hi

had but one alternatis e, either to bring an action @

tried at several
August, 1830, at
I th

of chancery, or else take what he was willing to give. [ chose the latter, by w

= he utterly refused to

me an account

I sacrificed ak

hts of what should have been

SEVENn-gl

me. I

§ motes four thousand dollars, two annual wisand do

I revoked his agency in two days :
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other agents in his stead, and took about two thousand copies of

painted

and left them with my other agents,

Reform Medical Collage Started in New York City and Anather in Worthington, Ohio.” This
Thomsen conslders ** Villalnous."

v their own

er resort of the ars will be to get my practice

hands, and under their own m jent, if po sible. Finding that I should sueceed

¢ set up what thev call a

certain
oe, in New York,

could obtain & knowle

in my Bon

rmed e edd my practice as far as

who had bought the right of me,

struction. And finding that

and would forfeit th
ast at the West, they have established a branch

the Botanic practice
ned college in Worthington, Ohio. 1 saw Dr. Steel, last winter, who

of the Senate, and Dr. Steel was introduced to me as President of said college. 1

1ed very

of their refo

=

, 2 member

is the Pres of that Institution, T was introduced to him by Mr, 5

asked him if he was President of that reform which was stolen from Thomson, in
New York. This seemed to strike him dumb on the subject. At the same place,
2 few evenings after, I was introduced to one of the practitioners under this reform,
who studied and was educated at the college in New York, and was one of the
if he ever saw any of my books in the

instructers at Worthington. 1 asked h
college in New York. He said he had accidentally seen one there. 1 replied, then

. I then asked

you accidentally confess that my books were studied in that colleg

He said they did. [ then named the cavenn

him whether they used the lobel

« drops, bavberry and nerve powders. e confessed they used them all

."".{".I- AL
er and for

my medic

I had laid down in my books. 1 am, therefore, satisfied

were taken from them, their Institution wouold not be worth

it the right, would have been too mean for such digni-

it from a g

one cent. But, to have bou

perhaps, in their estimation, much more

taries; b

o ste

honorable! ! Every honest man who hears any of the doctors speak of those col-

leges with ap 1, ought to upbraid them with these facts.

Sums Up and Closes His Narrative by Consoling Himsall in that the Result of his Trials and
Persecutlons has been a Blessing to Humanily. Relates that He Has a Stock of
Golden Seal and Madagascar Cayenne, and calls Altention to the Gross Adultera-
tions in Commerclal or ** Amerlcan Cayenne.”

Thus I have given a few prominent items, though but a small proportion of

my experience, sufferings, perplexities and difficulties, since the second edition of @
work was published. But much of that which operated to my disadvantage, as an
individual, served to extend the knowledge and practice of the system. This gives

-onsolation in the midst of all my trials; and considering the Botanical practice
hed, I think it is for me to retire from the field of contest

and war with either learned ignorance or legal opposition.

me

as b

y " - b1
gz now well establis

I have collected about three hundred weight of the golden seal the vear past,

avenne from the island of Mad:

and a large quantity of gascar; nearly three t

I have sent to the southern States nearly twenty barrels, floured, which is a great

help in the agues of that country.

And here it is proper to remark, that gr impositions are practised on what
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THE PUBLIC.
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ABNER KNEELAND,

te, which may be of use At the time of my

re, we asked some neighbors in, to

honey. I gave

weight of honey, with bis answerable.

came round, I bought a few pounds in

one of

presen
“Have

id he, “you sho

Iy of the bountv. He aske
“Yes” “Why,"
H

A Here 1 made a 1

10EL

I rep

such a fool as to have given it all aw
|
ten dollars.

in the course of the fall, I was in COmpany W

he next fall I took up my bees, and e

rd honey eno

his I thought better than to be twitted for giving it

th the same man;
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you [aken up your bees

7 My answer was, “N

the neighbors to eat

" He replied,
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ught of ; when I gave

I replied, *“You have learned me a lesson, which 1 had not t
I and when T kept it, I was a hog, therefore, unless
I am 2 hog at least half of the time, I
a man begins the world, if he means to escape censure, he must observe a proper
medium between ‘;lciul_{ a .";'rj_q and a frjrllr. in the estimation of his Ilt‘i.mll""l'-‘-\ but if

5 a fool

my honey all away

annot live.” The conclusion is this. When

ch to them will be ns sweet as honey, he must not keep all,

he has any thing v
| away.—[ A specimen of Thomson's philosophy. ]

nor g

Now, reader, just take a general survey of the calamities of the world. The
ndition of a great portion of mankind is truly deplorable, and has been ever
and the plants and herbs of the field and forest ceased

since the healing art was lost
to be used as medicine; and
tuted in their stead by Paracelsus, who in consequence was called a hater of man-
becanse it

since poison minerals of the rankest dye were substi-

kind. Dr. Robinson says, “Paracelsus the tartrite of antimony,
burnt up the stomach and lungs like hell fire.”” If this expression be true, I think

it sufficient to prove the truth of his being a hater of mankind. In addition to this

physic dealer and hater of mankind, comes Sydenham, who introduced bleeding to
cure disease. These two plagues being joined in matrimony, against the life and
health of mankind, I think, have caused the greatest plagues that ever infested the
earth. The writer says that after Sydenham introduced bleeding into the practice

of physic, in the space of one hundred wvears, “more died with the lancet alone,

:‘IIIIL‘.

-[ A specimen of Thomson's o

all that perished by war in tha
ashionable Medicine” and its effects.]
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Cambridge

In this direction the celebrated Professor

M. D., Professor of the Theory and Practice

"homson and ple !

University, openly advocated the recognition of ©
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to Thomson's

credit.

To the Editor of the Boston Courier
[ have lately read, with considerable interest and some surprise, a little volume

of nearly 200 pages, entitled, “A Narrative of the Life and Medical Discoveries of

Samuel Thomson, containing an account of his System of Practice, and manner of
L

is added hi
fed.

uring Diseases with Ve ble Medicines upon a Plan entirely New;" to which

s MNew Guide to Health, containing the principles upon which the system

d to those who recommer

led it to my perusal, this

man is no “Quack.” He narrates his medical discoveries, g an account of his

ogether with his manner of curing dizeases, upon a plan con-
p UpON I

sysiem 1I:r pra

fessedly new; to which he adds the principles on which his new system is founded.

He who does this iz no Ch but by uniting the

to practice, merits at
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tion. With these ideas of cultivation and promulgation of human knowledge, T
read the narrative of Samuel Thomson, and soon perceived that he was a man of
i then he ac-

nsition ;

wd capacity, persevering temper, and benevolent di

quired his knowledge of the hitherto unknown virtues of certain plants by experi
ments, first on himself, and then on those about him. In the course of twenty or

perimental knowledge into a system, as did the

thirty vears, he arranged his e
ic before him, however imperfect; and, having done this to the best
ult of his

father of |
of his power, (for he had no literary education,) he published the r
Id, for it to judge of them and of him.

experience, labor and thoughts to the w
Auto Biography is a profitable species of writing o the world, but dan
_ especially if a professional man, or a political partizan; before

Crous

to the writer himse
he can gain credit for one honorable motive, every sinister object that can be imag-
ined will be laid to his account. Who, among his competitors; will exercise that
wire of him in relating it? Narrow

which they rec

impartiality on hearing his stor
may allow for a little high coloring

minded jealousy will pervert everything. W
in controversy with rivals—wvery few physicians or divines are free from it; but
if Samuel Thomson, in the narrative of his life, has not turned aside from facts,
he has been unjustly treated, and, in some instances, most cruelly persecuted. He
has given names, dates, places and events, and spoken of judges, sheriffs, jailors

and witnesses, in a style so plain as to exclude equivocation; and the same of a

noted preacher. If what he said of them be false, he ought to be exposed and
are valuable or

ion. His discoveries

]‘nllvli.-l_\ punished ; if true, he merits protec

. a nuisance or a benefit:; his writings, useful, or a tissue

ant; his practice
« his Patent, honorable, or a d

insigni
of i
it is not beneath the d

d

ind calumni "AcE Lo our Eovernment; o

1, divine, or philosopher, to inguire

ity of any physi

the truth of a series of experiments pu ] with so much confidence, and pur-

r to be for the benefit of mankind.

g
I have no doubt that Samuel Thomson has addec

port

a very valuable arti

the Materia Medica, and that he has again and again relieved the sick where others
have failed. From all that T can recollect, I am induced to believe that he is not

an avaricious man, but one who is more flattered by success in relieving the sick
than in receiving their money. This at least, entitles him to a fair and patient

hearing. It is possible he may have deceived himself, but it does not appear that

he himself out like a conjurer, to deceive others. If this man has devoted

the greater part of his life to the relief of his fellow-men, his labors cl

N respect,

is errors our indulgence; for who of us are free from them? Let the un-
ced man, who reads his Marrative and Guide to Health, judge for himself:
rle at his theory of heat and cold, let him remember that

hould he bogg
Thomson, without knowing it, has adopted a theory of Galen; and his idea of the

ure, the curer of disease and preserver of life, appears to

he the same as that acknowledged by Hippocrates; but the writer could not ex

preserving power of 1

it in Greek.

artful, tric
erimenter, who accumulates knowlec

omson is not a Quack, if by guack, we mean a £ practi-

= by his own

tioner in physic, He is an I

experience. There was a sect among the ancients who as

med the appellation

_-_\_rl]!llih[*i. w
If Samuel Thomson be a quack, he iz a quack sui g for being an enemy to
concealment, he tells all he knows in as plain a manner as he possibly can, and

leaves you to form your own judgment, provided you divest yourself of the fashion

to distinguish themselves from d

o, without éxperience tau

of this world in physic, which, with priestcraft, fast passing away.
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SAMUEL THOMSON

to hail vou as a Reformer, and to give you full eredit, and, in this view, I have
always considered you as standing on higher ground than Paracelsus, who was
born in 1493.

As to the point of your originality, T will sum it up in as few words as I can—
I regard you as a Tree, the root and trunk, of the Lobelia and vapor bath system
conjoined ; its limbs your immediate agents, and itz leaves and fruit, the purchasers
of the rights and privileges—all deriving their value from the Tree of knowledge;
this, I have performed a grateful ce, and I may add, to all

and, having sai
around me, and remain, and hope ever to remain,
Your steady friend,

BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

Dr. Thomson was indicted before Chief Justice Parsons, for poisoning with
charged

lobelia, but the charge was of so frivolous a character that he was

without being put upon his defence. Here the affair should have rested; but Judge
P:

calculated to injure Dr. Thomson, and reflect discredit upon his svstem;

sons, to gratify a malicious disposition, made out a garbled report of the case,
id this

report has now grown into a precedent, and 1s eited by the old faculty to prove
that the Thomsonian remedies are pernicious. It was not known for many years
that Parsons was the author of this report—no one suspecting him of such an act

of

eness—but it wag ultimately discovered by Col. House who addressed a letter
to Mr. Tyng on the subject, and received the following answer, which is now in the

r.r'\\_q_';\jllr, of Dr. Waterhouse:

Cambridge, r1th Dec., 1835,
I have found the letter of Col. House. This is the copy of it, vizi—

Newburyport, 17th October, 1825.
lay came to hand by this morning’s mail. In answe

rs of yeste

“Sir:—Yo

» 1 have to inform you, that the late Chief Justice

your Parsons compiled

report of the case of the Commonwealth vs. Thomson, and handed it to me, pre-

ciselv in the words published, soon after the term of the court at which the case
was tried.
“Your ob’t. servant,
“DUDLEY A. TYNG.
“E. G. House, Ezq., Boston.”
inal is at your service, whenever vou shall find it needful.

Were the case mine, (as much as I lament this lawsuit,) I should insist on your
adverse lawyer to define Quackery—call on him to explain etymologically the

derivation and origin of the word,—insist en his drawing the line where quackery
ends, the proud science begins. Let your attorney tell his opponent that if Samuel
Thomson was a quack, Hippocrates and all the Greek physicians were quacks, and
all the Jewish ones also; and every Roman physician, not only through the entire
Roman republic, but down through all the Roman emperors, and all the first ages
al
of letters of Italy. Prior to 1400 there were no regular schools of anatomy, and
the science of chemistry was unknown, until the Arabians brought the medicinal
chemistry into use, The art and practice of physic was the result of experience, and

of Christianity, and down through all the dark ages, and still long after the revi
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But the discovery of the medicinal qualities of this indigenous plant, is not
the sole merit or felicity of Samuel Thomson. His vapor-bath process, to which
the Lobelia is the Prodromos, (or, in plain English, file-leader, or fore-runner,)
is, taken together, a very valuable improvement in our practice, if conducted by

persons as experienced and as sagacious as the Patriarch Thomson.

In England, Parliament would probably have purchased the procedure by a
In France, at least under the old regime, the King would have
bought it. But we, wiser than any of them, have only tried to pick it to pieces.
gl T consider it a valuable anchor, the emblem of Hope, to which is attached a
firm cable, that numbers have been trying in vain to pick to oakum; but which
will, T trust, be like the strongly twisted cord that binds our happy States together,
acquiring strength by age.

To weigh Patriarch Thomson in the scales of the regular physician would
be as unjust as for them to be weighed by his steel-yards. They practice on
¢ path of art

liberal grar

different principles, feelings and views—each honest in his respec
and nature. They both will come out in the same road at last, and travel on
together to the Temple of honor and profit.

Samuel Thomson, like most reformers, has endured in our county of Essex
as much severe persecution as ever was perpetrated in it; which is saying a
great deal, when we call to mind the days of the delusion of Witcheraft. Though
Cﬂpitaj]y indicted for murder by using Lobelia, he was discharged without a
trial, after something e a reprimand of the Solicitor-General by the Court. Yet
it is remarkable that Chief-Justice Parsons deemed it worth while to write the
report of it in the VI. Vol. of Tyng's collections.

1 feel diffident and doubtful whether I have said too much or too little on a
subject that will increase in importance with time. Reformers—originators, and
exterminators of loathsome and shocking diseases, are always considered as bene-

factors of the whole human race—not merely those who are living, but of those
who shall live after us, as long as letters and other records shall endure.
BEN]. WATERHOUSE.

Letter to Samuel L. Mitchell, M. D., L.L. D., of the city of New York:

Cambridge, Dec. 19th, 1825,

My Dear Sir:—Dr. Samuel Thomson, who has the honor of introducing the
valuable Lobelia into use, and fully proved its efficacy and safety, will deliver you
this. He has cured and relieved many disorders which others could not, without
being a regular diplomatized physician, and dared to be a republican in a hot bed
of federalism: for which he has been shamefully ill-treated, even to persecution.

[ have aided and assisted Thomson from a firm belief that his novel practice
has been beneficial to numbers, and that it may be placed among improvements.
If he be a quack, he is a quack sus generis, for he proclaims his mode and means.—
Had John Hunter, whom I knew well, been born and bred where Samuel Thomson
was, he would have been just such another man, and had §. T. been thrown into
the same society and associations as J. H. he would, in my opinion, have been
his equal, with probably a wider range of thought; both are men of talents and
originality of thought.

1 am, indeed, so disgusted with learned quackery, that I take some interest

in honest, humane and strong-minded empiricism; for it has done more for our
ies, than all the universities since the times of

art, in all ages and in

5 b1
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The famous Galen dictated the laws of medicine full fourteen ye:

5 after his

death, by his, then, matchless writings. After the reviv of letters, Paracelsus,
who was born, 1493, in Switzerland, appeared as a reformer of the svstem of
i i

Galen. He was learned in La

, Greek, and several other langu

ot

respectable connexions. He first introduced mercury, (quic

) antimony and
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Materia Medica: but he was arrogant, vain and profligate,
1g the life of a vagabond, died a confirmed sot He studied mystery,
hiz knowledge in terms of hizs own invention, o as to kL'E:J his
ed to himself and a few chosen followers. The very reverse of

opium into
and after liv

and wrapped

knovwle
Thomson, who performs numberless cures, and makes no secret of the means. The
cant phrase of “Quack” belongs to the learned Paracelsus; but not to the mystery-
hating Thomson, who considers mystery and roguery offsprings of the same
father—the man of sin—the old father of lies and deception. If Thomson be a

or a cheat of a new and singular class.
BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

quack, he iz a quack sui generi

The following letter was written just before Dr. Thomson went to

Woashington to obtain his last patent:

To Samuel Thomson, Botanic Practitioner of Medicine.
Cambridge, March 26th, 1836.
Dear Sir:—In answer to vour last letter, 1 would remark, that I continue to
receive, from diverse quarters of our country, anxious inquiries with regard fto my
opinion of you, and your practice: to which I have uniformly said, that, as far
as 1 know, you were the first person who discovered the remarkable medicinal
virtues of the Lobelia inflata, even before you knew its systematic name, and called

it the emetic weed: and that in consequence of the evidence adduced of its value,
ined a patent for it, when the Hon. John Quincy Adams

h you were aided by the late Dr. Mitchell, and

as a medicine, you obt
was Secretary of §

, in Wl

Dr. Thornton. Since then you have spread its value through a great part of the

United States, ar spced your oppone
I have as little

tion the vapor bath, as a matter of no small i:n]er;Jll{E. when L“.'Il'cil'-“}' conducted

] in a great degree
le hesitation in saying, that I consider your jc

ng to its exhibi-

by persons of sound judgment, and competent experience. 1 have entire confi-
dence in the safety of the lobelia, and in the whole process, when conducted by

the p rch of the science, Samuel Thomson himself; for the practice is so far
from being a t

I wish the regular physician had a better ||pi1|1'ur: of the Thomsonian dis-
coveries in the vegetable kingdom, and that the empiric practitioners had a better

ing one, that I consider it in a class of Herculean remedies.

opinion of the regular or scientific physician. The conduct of Hippocrates is a
Liright example for both. Experience must be enlightened by reason and theory
built upon close and accurate observation. The happy union of the two will form

the consummate physician; while the desire of gain, and the ambition of celebrity,
may injure both. You, my benevolent sir, have lived long enough in the world

to be convinced how slowly beneficial discoveries are received and patronized, by
the people, when they think that fame and fortune are the predominant motives
of the discoverer.

Should it happen, that in vour business at Washington, this letter should fall
under the eye of that great and good man, Hon. John Quincy Adams, he will,
at once, recognize the hand-writing of his old friend and correspondent.

BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

ip of many other talented
men, neither allayed the antagonism that existed between Thomson and
the Repular Medical Profession, nor prevented ignorant and ill-advised
63
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people from abusing therapeutic privileges and opportunities. In the name
of Thomson, men and women, including statesmen, clergymen and sche

lars

throughout America, repelled by the h

rors of regular medication, but yet
ignorant both of diseases and of the action of remedi

s, proclaimed them-
selves qualified to practice medicine by Thomson's Patent Right. The
f, necessity

fanaticism and audacity of inexperience possessed them, but 3

be circumvented. Amaong
these Thomsonian enthusiasts was one whose trial became of National

demanded that legalized persecution of the sick
consequence ; second only was it to that of his leader, Samuel Thomson,
and as such needs be made a part of this record. From it we produce
enough of the salient features, to clearly in

ate not only its legal phases
but to supply additional evidence concerning the rebellion of the people
who had now by reason of the cruelty and viciousness of authoritative
medicine, become aggressive protesters apainst the methods of the medical
is trial was celebrated as “The Trial of Dr.

profession of America. T
Frost.”
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