DIGEST OF CRITICISMS

UNITED STATES PHARMACOPMEIA

SEVENTH DECENNIAL REVISION (1890).

General Remarks.
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Lssay of Drugs, Uf extracts, see *'Extracta’ and

Fluida,’ Patch points out tl

results will vary ac cording to whether
the assay be made from s mples selected from the whole drug, or from
the wlhiole batch powdered, and also l .

dCCOTaIme 1o L

ilt.‘\'\.:!:l. Proc. gz, 88

Comparison. Coblentz conel

of Beckurts, Dunstan and | R

due to unavoidable small dey iations in

in the 1 .H;i]\liil 01

smaller o |i‘.j_'_"| amounts of fat and extractive ire b
the final alkaloidal residue. which easlly can be verified by com
171 v the resi [ titration. He does not at present recom
mend titration, because its cesstul application requires mor
special training than the averag pharmacist at present S5 e
He recommends Llovds Process { X ted, and ]
tolerably accord results mpared with titration. 'h. Rds
I]'._ 1 6O

Chloroformic emulsions ltering under
pressure, This will admit less of
the formation of emulsion It applies also to emulsions due to Ll
presence ol gummy or pectic mattet Ch. & Dr. g1. Oct.
Proc, gs, 534

Mayer's solution is unsatisfactory because it the hand different
Xperimente t g Wit varvin sults Hallberg ( Pro
¥4, 1

By electrol 15, Beal E:'!_u!_ 137, ]".l'l.'.!

[itratio Caspari and me recommend to assay alkaloidal

drugs by titration with volumetri acids, contending—1) That it is

and trustworthy method [ assavinge known at pres

results in

1) They

admit, however, that some of the methods Lyons, Llovd, Beckurts,
’J-];I:H'Iil“-llli' are better .'IIEIE-'l'-i 1OT { e drugs than ti wther
methaods. B JO Bl a3 A Proc. g3, 11 ~ee also Kebler
on the same subject Am. Dr. g4, Sep 178. Proc. o4 :
I'hese assertion ontroverted by Farr & Wright (Ph. T. & T4
94, Aug. 126, Proc. g5, (

Kelle extrac wWith d et \ or etl ( 1
I eparated ethe with acid d water. s
the water and treats it with ; ether ther-chloroform
whichever is most suitable and evaporates the ethereal liquid to
dryness. (Schw. Woch i | A.J. Ph. 94, 42. Proc. o4 10X
& g5, 536).- Beckurts finds that Keller's method gives good

sults execept with hvosevamus and conium, Ph. Centrlh. g4, =66
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ttention to the fact that different batches of htmus

tincture and lLitimus paper show 1rving di el of sensitivenc

s good for turmeric paper (Ph ost

tions for properly taking the melting point, since there will be
difference according to whether the temperature has been raised
rapidly or gradually Oldberg (Apoth. g5, Nov. gs5). Nagel

voort proposes that the ms

ng point be taken in a dry I':|!-i]f..:'-. tube

nersed in sulphuric

placed inside of an empty, strong test-tube imj

the substance to b

. 1 . 1 ot e,
weid, parafhn, glycerin or water, ac

xamined, The capillary tube will then alwavs be in an air-bath.
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The resnective substance should be dried previously over sulphuric
§ 1

acid, or at 1co°C., as the case may be. (Apoth. g5, July 1.

27. Nomenclature, General. Biltz pleads for scientiic accuracy

tempered with common sense. The names should be:—1) As short

as possible. 2) Not changing with every new theory ) Compre

hensible 1) Well-known and familiar, through usage. (A, J. Ph
04, 20.

Chemical.

and aleohols, but should not be used for aromatic hydrocarbons,

termination ‘‘ol '’ should be limited to phenols

For instance, benzol and toluol should be “* benzene "' ind
toluene''.) ‘The terms ** hydrochlorate ' and ** hydrobromate "'

should be changed to ‘‘ hydrochloride” and ** hydrobromide.”

. P. A. Comm. (A.]J. Ph,gs, 484. Proc. g5, 290 Beringer
contends that names as ‘' sodic chloride '’ and ' potassic nitrate,"’
ete.. are more accurate than ‘' sodium chloride '’ and ** potassium
nitrate,’”’ etc. (A. J. Ph. 93, 472)- Rice admits the general

correctness of the proposition to invert the chemical terms at pres

: ent in use, but shows that the adoption of this rule would lead to

- great inconvenience, and respecting compound salts this rule could

. not be consistently applied, being impracticable Circ. 166, p.
1007, 1011.)

The question of the nomenclature of salts of organie bases
morphine hydrochlorate ws. hydrochloride, etc.—has been much
|_5-l".:'-.l_:-] imd there are strong reasons i favor of both mi thods
The present Committee believed that, if a change had to be made,
the time for it had not come when the present Pharmacopeeia was
15sued.

Botanical. Beringer queries, whether the adoption of the rules

1 of the Botanic Club of the A. A. A. S., is not premature, 1 view
: of the unsettled state of botanical nomenclature A. J. Ph. o3
513, ind g5, 6ob
28. Oxygen. Preparation. On adding 4 Gm. of manganese
dioxide to so Ce. of a 10 P ¢ solution ol ]I_\I..IH'." n dioxide, one litg
of oxygen will be obtained. Dott (Ph. J. & Tr. 93, Febr, 702
Merck, Report, 93, 40).
2q. Percolation. FEdel recommends intermittent percolation (Fair-
thorne's original idea, see Proc. 82, 115). (W. Dr. g3, 218 Proc
94, 501. Ph. Helv continues the percolation of alkaloidal drugs
; until 10 Ce. of the percolate, to which 3 drops of diluted HCI has
y been added, evapol ited ':'lt!.I}'f'.L'=---_ and the residue dissolved 1 water
. and filtered, is no longer rendered turbid by Maver's reagent. Ph.

i i
l{"lhl'h. \ \ 'I|.:"|' _\Iil.llll":"‘llsllI'_r1||||'r"‘1 ,'-|I2'|"1|,|ll'|,]]|_' sponge o
other filtering medium in a separate apparatus, connecte d with the

percolator by an India rubber tube furnished with a pinchcock. In
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with the precautionary remark on p. 482, second paragraph, nor with

1g chemical requirements of

Manein (Am. Dr. 93, 361 Proc. 93
Guichard distinguishes between the various acacias bv their rota-
tory power. (Ch. & Dr. g3, 1444. Proc. g4, go1
Dextrin. Heat a solution of acacia to boiling with aniline
sulphate Pure gum gives a straw colot presence of dextrin an
Orange ol ".‘Ill".'-.!'i-a]l ‘.=|| Pietro ‘\ ]1,‘ 04, 3240. Proc g4, QO1 )
['o a 20.p. C solution of acaeia add a solution of 15 dr ps of
ferric chloride solution. 15 drops of a saturated solution of potassium
ferrocyanide, and 5 drops of HCI (1.165), in 60 Ce. of water. If the
gum was e mixture will acquire a yellow color which does

y to 10 hours: in presence of dextrin the color will

not alter

become blue within 1 to 2 hours Ph. Post g4, 563. Proc. 95, 867.)

Acetanilidum.

1

Reactions, Color reactions with sulphurie acid and potassium

bichromate, potassium ferrocyvanide, manganese dioxide, potassium

permanganate, ceric oxide, nitric acid, bismuth subnitrate. Schaet

Schweitzer states that mixtures of acetanilid and phenacetin 1o

matter in what proportions, begin to melt at 922 C. and cleai up at
106-E34 . Ph. Era g5, xiv, 683. Am. Dr. g5, xxvii, 234.)

Ritsert gives the following distinctions from methacetin and ex

algin: o.1r Gm. of acetanilid dissolves, on shaking, in 1 Ce. HCI, but

separates out atter a tew minutes as hvdrochlorate, while methacetin

and exalgin remain dissolved Ph. Zto

)3,

Acetum Opii.

Assay. Kebler states that the method of assay 15 '.|".|'|.'.l".i\.ll.

15 20 Gm. of sugar, and after preparing for the
assay, in addition 8 Gm. of caleium acetate and about = Cm. of ex
tract of opium, a total of 33 Gm. of solids. The final evaporation
has to continue to a weight of 14 Gm. He, therefore proposes the
following modification: 100 Ce. are rendered alkaline with strong

ammonia (8 to 10 Ce.), and 2 Ce. ethert added to prevent |.!'-‘|j':ill_:;

Shake vigorously for 10 minutes, and set aside for at least 6 hours,
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