PHARMACOPEIAL VEGETABLE DRUGS.
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Pilocarpus jaborandi is a shrub native to Eastern I
Piso (511), of Holland, 1643, first ment its use as a modifier of
the infusion of ipecac. Plumier, 169;
ture, describing two varieties of jaborandi

when Dr. Coutinho (170), of
: ‘e uses, made its qualities as a
gogue known to the medical world. The plant has been cult
European enhouses since the middle of the last centur
1entifi

zil, where

) | 5I5) refers to the mix

CONSPICUOUS Intry

observer gave it the

rections,
PIMENTA

Allspice (Pimenta officinalis) is the berry of a
Jamaica and other West India i
a spice by the explorers in the
discovery. It was probably this substance tl

tree native to

5 of the e

London, 1601, gave to Clusius (153), who
Exoticorum. According to Parkinson's (. cum,
1567, i : X - of that

has received many dif-
[ts chief use

century, tndd
ferent names in it

1S as a ! Iso been em-

ployed.

PIPER

ck pepper (Piper nigrum) is a perennia

, climbing shrub na-

tive to the forests of Malabar and wancore, whence it was intro-

duced to other tropical countries, such as Sumatra. the Philippines,

West Indies, and the Malay Peninsula. It has been uses
64

di d Spice



o
b
o |

PHARMACOP(EIAL VEGETABLE DRUGS.

and as a .-Iu‘-1lr'h"ilfu' remedy by the natives of the afore-named and other
counl ate of the u]ia*nx-'r|'_\' of the remedy, and probably
from all time |JIL\_ 2AInNg. ['.rn er was mentioned EI_'\' r|_“;1('|n[_l]ll'Zl!«T.Ll.‘-
(633), who described two king Dioscorides (194) and Pliny (514)

give it a place in their writings. As early as 64 A. D. it was
mentioned as occurring on the Malabar Coast. The Romans at Alex-
andria, \_ D. 176, levied on it a duty. The Arabian authors of the
Middle twelfth and fourteenth centuries, described it J':L[l']_‘.'. In
t"ll' ]h an countries of the Middle Ages pepper was onsidered
> most important of all spices, being the foundation of m L.II of the
wealth of Venice and Genoa during their greatest commercial activity.
It has been used as a medium of exchange when money was scarce,
and when Rome was besieged by the Goths the ransom included three
thousand pc unds of pepper. In fact the value placed upon pepper in
the records of the past is in itself an indication of its importance to
the people who uw.-ni it

PODOPHYLLUM

This handsome plant, Podophyllum peltatum, known also as man-
drake, or may apple, is one of the most attractive features of the early
spring in North America, resisting with remarkable efficiency the ag-
gressive inroads of the agriculturist. It was used by the North Ameri-
can Indians, the Cherokees employving the fresh juice of the root for
deafness, and the Wyandottes made a drastic cathartic, from which the
drug’s harsher qualities were removed by roasting. The once cele-
brated “Indian doctors,” Peter Smith (605) and others, employved the
root as an escharotic, in which direction it came into early veterinary
practice. The early American physicians and writers on medicine

ised its qualities as a purgative, its active cathartic nature having
known, as has been said, from the days of the Indians. The
vegetable substitute for the once popular antimonial plaster used so
freely by “Regular” physicians was the Compound Tar Plaster of the
Eclectics. This contained podophyllum, phytolacca, and sanguinaria.

PRUNUM

The cultivated varieties of the prune tree (prunus or prunes) are
believed to L‘ scend from i wild prune native to Greece, the shores of
the Black Sea, and the Caucasus, reaching even into Persia. Pliny

514) recor dh the fact that one of the numerous varieties of the plum
tree known in his day afforded a laxative fruit. The pulp of the
prune has been used in domestic medicine as well as by the medical
profession, parallelling (or following) the efforts of those concerned
in early medication, The pulp --I 11u French prune was an ingredient

f the once celebrated Lo e Electuary. History does not record
the beginning of the use of lIn.x' fruit in the confections formerly so
popular in domestic medicine.
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