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PREPARATIONS OF QUICKSIL-
VER.

HYDRARGYRUS PURIFICATUS,

PurirFIED QUICKSILVER.

ol:
T A K E of Quickfilver, ?]i
Filings of Iron, of each four th
pounds. i
Rub them together, and diftill from an iron Al
veflel, be
B R E M A R K.
!"Bf. If a retort is made ufe of, the neck fhould be

confiderably inclined downwards, and the receiver

3

be filled, almoft to the neck of the retort, with cold

Water,
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water, left the heated Quickfilver, falling on the
bottom, Thould crack the glafs,—and the fire raifed
no higher than is fufficient to elevate the Quickfil-

ver. ‘B

HYDRARGYRUS ACETATUS.
AceTaTED QUICKSILVER,

Take of purified Quickfilver one pound.
Diluted nitrous Acid two pounds.

Water of Kali as much as 1s {uf-
cient,

Mix the Quickfilver, with the acid, in a
glafs veflel, and diffolve it in a fand-bath ;
then drop in by degrees the water of Kali, that
the calx of Quickfilver may be precipitated :
wath this calx with plenty of diftilled water,
and dry it with a gentle heat. Thefe things
being dene,

‘Take of the Calx of Quickiilver, juft now

defcribed, one pound.

Acetous Acid as much as is ne-
ceffary to diffolve the Calx.

M Mix
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Mix them in a glafs veflel ; and, the fole-
tion of the Quickfilver being completed, {train
it through paper; then evaporate it till a pel-
licle appears, and fet it afide to cryftallize.
Keep the cryftalsin a veflel clofe ftopt.

e s 7 e e S
T his is {21d to form the bafis of Keyfer’s pills, and
given, in venereal cafes, like Calomel, 1n dofes of

a few grains.

HYDRARGYRUS CALCINATUS
C*.'- L.CI

vED QUICKSILVER.

—

Take of purified Qu;_’n:f‘,f ero ‘pound.

Expofe the Quickiilver, in‘a flat-bottomed
glafs cucurbit, to an heat of alm-..st 6oo de-
orees 1n a fand-bath, till it becomes a red pow-
-

der.

HYDRARGYRUS CUM CRETA.
QUICKSILVER WITH JHALEK

['ake of purified Quickfilver, by weight,

rlain O””‘C" S,
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Powdered Chalk, by weight; five

ounces.

Rub them together untill the globules dif=
appear.
& BN AR OK,
This medicine, formerly called Mercurius alca-
~. lifatus, is faid, by Cheyne, Huxham, and others;
to be, when properly prepared, an ufeful altera-
tive in venereal cafes and cobftrultiods of the vif-
cera; invdofes, to adults, from ten grains to a fcru-
ple or half a dram. It is often joined with purga-
tives to prevent its producing a ptyalifm.

HYDRARGYRUS MURIATUS,
MuriaTED QUICKSILVER,

Take of purified Quickfilver,

Vitriolic Acid, of each two

pounds;
Dried Sea.falt three pounds and

an half,
Mix the Quickfilver, with the acid, in a
glafs veflcl, and boil in a fand-heat untill the
M 2 matter
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]-| matter 1s dried. Mix the matter, when cold,

f : . : fa
l with the fea-falt, in a glafs veffel ; then fub- #
2 . ' : : ef
i lime in a glafs cucurbit, with an heat gradual-

il 3 .

i ly raifed. Laftly, let the {ublimed matter be , |
! . Nni
il {eparated from the {coria.

/ Cl
| :
i %, B_M &R K :
# 4y = . M T e - W
i This is the Mercurius corrofivus fublimatus of tr
i

| the former Difpenfatory, which, at the time that
i - tc
- was publifhed, was prepared by few Apethecaries

: : d
- Chemifte. anc e |y
or Chemifts; and generally imported from IHolland.
= ‘I.
It has been, for fome years, prepared by feveral che- i
mifts in London, and large quantities exported to fo-
g - 5 I
reign countries. ¥
1
The Dutch fublimate was long fufpeéted to be t
adulterated with arfenic, and is afferted to be o, by
Piderit, 1o latelyas 1782. (Pharmac. ration.) If fuch
a fophiflication was, by fome pcculi.u' management, -
practicable, which Lewis feems to have been afraid 3
1
’ 4 - = J ™ e ~ L
to deny,—it might be detected by the fmell of gar- ‘
lic upon throwing it on burning coals. Experiments,
] 1At A Z 1 Y 1
nowever; have lately proved notiobly that arfenic 1
i will not fublime with an heat which elevates muria- |
{ 1

ted Quickfilver; but a ftronger argumert againft

fuch fophiftication is, — that arfénic is not necef-
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fary to increafe the produce,—as {fuch increafe can be
effected without the admixture of any arfenic at all.

The operator thould be careful to avoid the per-
nicious fumes, which arife on mixing the vitriolic a-
cid with the Quickfilver, and to choofe for the fub-
limation a glafs cucurbit, of which the ingredients
will occupy only one third. In the procefs, the vi-
triolic acid, after having corroded the Quickflver
toa white calx, and to this the fea-falt has been ad-
ded, quits the falt to unite itfelf with the Natron,
which is the bafis of fea-falt ; the muriatic acid,
thereby fet free, unites with the Quickfilver more
readily when afiifted by the increaling heat, and
(ublimes with it in a white cryftalline mafs, adhering
to the upper part of the cucurbit.

This preparation is a very ftrong attive poifon,
— yet a folution of it was given to the Tranfla-
tor repeatedly as an emetic fifty years ago. It has
been employed in very fmall dofes as an alterative,
in venereal cafes, for more than a century ; but 1ts
ufe was not generally Known till Pan Swieten, about
the middle of this, warmly recommended it, and not

unjuftly.
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I'ake of muriated Quickfilver one pound. fi

Purified Quickfilver, by weight, P:

] H

nine ounces. 3

Rub them together till the globules dif- &
appear, and fublime ; then rub all the mat-

ter again, and fublime. In the fame man- u

ner repeat the fublimation four times. Af- <

terwards rub the matter into the fineft pow- t
der, and wafh it by pouring on boiling dif-

tilled water, :

s i

R MK R YR .:

1'_ o o ]'-r’-‘ 135 L S AP S R o
¢ 1§ Of ta€ utmoll conlequence that the ingre-

dients be perfeltly united before the fublimation
1s begun. The perfon, who rubs the fublimate
with the Quickfilver, fthould cover his mouth and
noftrils, as is commen in the powdering Cantha-
rides, &c. it being difficult to prevent the lighter

particles of the fublimate from affeing the mout!

4
1
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Lewis recommenas, as a pi ecaution, tO iprink le

a Yo A i1t R Rttty ca Sl et S 12
t}lC El.’bh.l.-x;f. willh a ..!L.l'-., recuined 1pitis

the triture ; which, "he 1ays,
union of the ini_rr-:-;'i";":z:i-, or prtjudicc the fublima-

done, it 15 better not at

Lmd
|
[
(75}

]

tion ; but: that, if

firlt to cover the {ubliming veffel with a ecap of

e Wy sl  VAPPRE, WAl o O ~ D AT T TTTT

»aper, as is ufual, but toceier 1t tll the muxture
AL APy [ify 1 L o Tt At ol rane
ol iblime.,—that the ..l 1rit may elcape,

1v dul

l‘] ns to upiim 5
1Y dul-

G B
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The marks of the fublimate being perfect
cified are its being infipid, and not [oluble by long
boiling in diftilled water. If the water has taken
up any part of it, on dropping water of Kali, ot
of Ammonia, into - the décoétion, it will, grow tur=
bid ; if not, it will continye limpid.

Calomel is in common ufe as an alterative in
the Lues Venerea, in dofes from one i‘;:-:zin to five;
fometimes joined with laxatives to prevent a ptya=

B

1im.

HYDRARGYRUS MURIATUS MI-
T15-
Mirp MURIATED QUICKSILVER.
Take of purified Quickfilver,
Diluted nitrous Acid, of each half

a pounr‘l.
M 4 Mix

e
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Mix in a glafs veffel, and fet it afide untill
the Quickfilver is diffolved. Let them boil,
that the falt may be diffolved.

Pour .out the
boiling liquor into a g

lafs veflel, into which
another boiling liquor has been put before,
confifting of,

Sea-falt, by weight, four ounces.
Diftilled Water eight pints,

After a white powder has {ubfided to the
bottom of the veflel, let the hquor fwim-
ming at the top be poured out, and the re-
mainiﬂg powder be wafhed, til] it becomesin-
fipid, with frequent affufions of hot
then dried on blotting p
heat,

Srid e
WAICT ;

aper with a gentle

G e TSR

This Is the Mercuriys dulcis precipitatus of the
Pharm.. Lond. fol. 1721, p. 145,— adopted by the
f.dlnburgig 1744, under the name of M, precip,
alous, — and, fince tha, by the Swedjfh Dilpenfa-

tory, after the improvement of Mr. Scheele, under
the name of Mercurius dulcis,
Mr. Scheele’s dire@ion 18, — that, when the acid

éppears no longer to a& upon the Quickfilver, the

JILITION
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11 lution muft be made nearly to boil, and continued
4 in that heat {or 2bree or four bours, now and then

fhaking the veflel,—towards the enc I making it boil
l,e gently, for a quarter‘of ‘an hour. SLe more on this
o fubject in-Scheele’s Effaysy and the Notes of Dr. Bed-
> does.

As it has been fuppofed by many to bea new in-
vention of Mr. Scheele, and recommended by him
as an eafly and cheap fubftitute for Calomel, it has
"come pretty much into ufe; but the teftimonies,

. before the Committee, of its good effeéts, not being
- confonant with each other, the College chofe not to
- receive it inftead of a medicine of fuch eftablithed
- . character as Calomel, and introduced this for future
: trial. It is given in dofes fimilar to thofe of Calomel.

-
5

HYDRARGYRUS NITRATUS
RUBE R.
Rep NITRATED QUICKSILVER.
Take of purified Quickfilver,
Nitrous Acid, of each one pound.
Muriatic Acid, one dram by weight.

Mix them in a glafs vefel, and diffolve the
Quickfilver in a fand-bath ; then raife the
fire,
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fire, untill the matter is f

1
v A e Spens
satiil lo 106NNEG 1NT0 red cm

7 - T -t - S | - -
of the former Difpenfatory. Its fparkling appear
17 7 T " ~rivA 3 o Fle el S 110 e
ANCE, which 15 conilaered as a telt of its geEnuine-

5

neis and ftrength, is prefently loft if the Calx is not

removed from the fire foon after it has acquired 1t.

‘]’:,\.‘, =B e dn ot - | %
L ACUULLETATION with minmum iy

i 1sdif=
i, e 1 1

vered by the duller hue, but more certainly by
ng fome of it in a fpoon ; when the pure will
detiagrate entirely, the adulterated will leave the
minium or-other impurities behind.

wileh B | 1

Itis-chrefly ufed by the ¢ , as a cathzretic,
n applications to foul ulce r to their callous
il . T P 1 I Wi, 1, [, AN A
€aoZes, andato corrode wiat is called LUNEFOoOUus riein,
SALY HYDRARC VDT AT D/
{.J:JL.L; A H L UNANGYRTI ALBA,
~rTr . #
WuiTte CaLx or QuicksILVER.
& Bl S e 1 ST Y ) e
{ake of muriated Quickfilver,
Lo Gt sel
l.-:-]. QTI]JHOLIJQL‘
Water of Kali, of each half a

pound.
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Diflolve firft the Sal ammoniac, afterwards

the munated Quckfilver in diftilled water,

and add the water of Kali, Wafh the pre-
cipitated powder antill it becomes infipid.

BB Mol iR s
This is the Mercurins pf'a‘cap.ﬁm.f.:r albus of the

former Difpenfatory, and generally ufed in liniments

externally ; if adulterated with Ceruffe, this is left
upon burning fome of it; as mentioned in 3 prece-

ding remark.

HYDRARGYRUS CUM SULPHU-
RE,
QuiCcKSILVER WITH SULPHUR.
Take of purified Quickfilver,

Flowers of Sulphur, of each one

pound.
Rub them together untill the globules dif-
appear,
HYDRAR-
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HYDRARGYRUS SULPHURA-
TUS RUBER.
REeDp suLPHURATED QUICKSILVER,

Take of Quickfilver, purified, forty ounces.

Sulphur eight ounces, both by
weight.

Mix the Quickfilver with the melted Sul-
phur; and, if the mixture takes fire, extin-
guifh it by covering the veflel ; afterwards re-
duce the mafs to powder, and fublime it,

R B.MIa R K.

This preparation was, in the laft Difpenfatory,
called Cimnabaris faélitia. 'The mixture of the
Quickfilver and Sulphur, here direéted, is very apt
to take fire, and a confiderable explofion frequently
happens (efpecially if the procefs is too haftily con-
duéted) as foon as it grows confiftent, when the pot,
or veflel, muft be immediately clole covered with a
wooden cover, In the {fublimation, :flib, care muft
be taken to prevent the matter blocking up the neck
of the bolt-head, By introducing at times an iron
wire, fomewhat heated, into its neck, the operator

may

L1t
Cl

91




QUICKSILVER. 173
mav be affured when the danger of this is approach-
ing, and prevent mifchief by cautioufly raifing the

uhle r
curing u

veflel higher from the fire, L.,
This medicine is employed chiefly in fumiga-

tions, fometimes to raife a ptyalifm, but oftener for

lcers in thofe infeted with the LLues Ve-

nerca.

HYDRARGYRUS VITRIOLA-

T US;
ViTRIOLATED QUICKSILVER,
Take of Quickfilver, purified,
Vitriolic Acid, of each one pound.

Mix in a glafs veflel, and heat them by de-
grees, untill they unite mnto a white mafs,
which is to be perfectly dried with a ftrong
fire. ‘This matter, on the affufion of a great
deal of hot diftilled water, immediately be-
comes yellow, and falls to powder. Rub the
powder carefully with this water in a glafs
mortar. Afcer the powder has fubfided, pour
off the water ; and, adding more diftilled wa-
ter feveral times, wafh the matter till it be-

comes infipid.
REMARK.
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B aGE M A R B

In this procefs, the pernicious fumes are to be

L%

avoided. The produét is the Mercurius emeticus
favus of the former Difpenfatory, which, in dofes
to adults of five or fix grains, is an emefic a&ing
very brifkly, as the Tranflator has himfelf fenfibly
felt; and, if he is not deceived, evacuating more
copioufly than many of the fafer emetics ; == but it
certainly ought not to be employed without caution
and attention, As an alterative, it has been em-
ployed, in fmall dofes, like other preparations of
Quickfilver, alone, or in conjunétion with other re-
medies, in venereal as well as other complaints,—s

"l |,

not unfuccefsfully,

PREPARATA
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