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PRÄPARAT A EX
HYDRARGYRO.

PKEPARATIONS OF QUICKSIL-
VER.

; *.

HYDRARGYRUS PURIFICATUS.

PüRIFIED QuiCKSILVER.

np A K E of Quickfilver,
Filings of Iron, of each four

pounds.

Rub them together, and diftill from an iron
veffel.

R E M A R K.

If a retort is made ufe of, the neck fhould be
confiderably inclined downwards, and the receiver
be filled, almoft to the neck of the retort, with cold

water,
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water, left tlie heated Quickfilver, falling on the
bottom, fliould crack the glafs,—and the fire raifed
no higher than is fufficient to elevate the Quickfil¬
ver. L.

HYDRARGYRUS ACETATUS.

ACETATED QuiCKSILVER.

Take of purified Quickfilver one pound.
Diluted nitrous Acid two pounds.
Water of Kali as much as is fuf-

cient.

Mix the Quickfilver, with the acid, in a
glafs veffel, and difTolve it in a fand-bath ;
then drop in by degrees the water of Kali, that
the calx of Quickfilver may be precipitated :
wafh this calx with plenty of diftilled water,
and dry it with a gentle heat. Thefe things
being done,

Take of the Calx of Quickfilver, juft now
defcribed, one pound,

Acetous Acid as rauch as is ne-
ceffary to diflolve the Calx.

M Mix
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Mix them in a glafs veflel; and, the foltf-
tion of the Quickfilver being completed, ftrain
it through paper> then evaporate it tili apel-
licle appears, and fet it afide to cryftallize.

Keep the cryflals in a veffel clofe ftopt.

R E M Ä R K.

This is faidto form the bafis of Key/er's pills, and
given, in venereal cafes, like Calomel, in dofes of
a few grains,

HYDRARGYRUS CALCINATUS.
Calcined Quicktsilver.

Take of purified Quickfilver öne pound.

Expofe the Quickfilver, in a flat-bottomed!
glafs cucurbit, to an heat of about 600 de-
Krees in a fand-bath, tili it becomes a red pow-
der.

HYDRARGYRUS CUM GRETA,

QuiCKSILVER WITH CHALK.

Take of purified Quickfilver, by weighty
three ounces.

Powdered
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Powdered Chalk, by weight; five

ounces.

kub them together untill the globules dif-
appear.

r E u a r k.
This mediane, formerly called Mercurius älc'a-

lifatiis, is faid, by Cheyne, Huxham, and othersj
to be, v/heri properly prepared, an ufeful aitera¬
tive in venereal cafes and obftrucliöris of the vif-
cera ; in dofes, to ädults, frorh teil grains to a fcrii-
ple or half a dram. It is often joined with purgä»
tives to prevent its pröducing a ptyalilm.

HYDPvARGYRUS MÜRIATUS,

MüRIATED QuiCKSILVER,

Take of purified Quickfilver,
Vitriolic Acid, of each two

pounds.

Dried Sea-falt three pöunds and
an half.

Mix the Quickfilver, with the acid, in a
glafs refiel, and boil in a fand-heat untill the

M 2 matter
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matter is dried. Mix the matter, when cold,
with the fea-falr, in a glafs veffel j then fub-
lime in a glafs cucurbit, with an heat gradual-
ly raifed. Laftly, let the fublimed matter be
feparated from the fcorias.

R M

This is the Mercur'ms corrqfivus Juhtimatus of
the former Difpenfatory, which, at the time that
was publilhed, was prepared by few Apothecaiies
or Chemifls, and generally imported from Holland.
It has been, for fome years, prepared by feveral cbe-
mifts in London, and large quantities exported to fo-
reign countnes.

The Dutch fublimate was long fufpe&ed to be
adulterated with arfenic, and is afferted to be fo, by
Piderit, folatelyas 1782. (Pharmac. ration.) Iffuch
a fophiflication was, by fome peculiar management,
prafticable, which Lewis feems to have been afraid
to deny,—it might be detecled by the fmell of gar-
lic upon throwing it on burning coals. Experiments,
hqwever, have lately proved not only that arfenic
will not fublime with an heat which elevates muria-

ted Quickfilver ; but a flronger argument againft
Tuch fophiflication is,—that arfenic is not necef-

fary
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fary to increafe the produce,—as fuch increafe can be
effected without the admixture of any arfenic at all.

The Operator fhculd be careful to avoid the per-
nicious fumes, which arife on mixing the vitriolic a~
cid with the Quickfilver, and to choofe for the fub-
limation a glafs cucurbit, of which the ingredients
will occupy only one third. In the procefs, the vi»
triolic acid, after having corroded the Quickfilver
to a white calx, and to this the fea-falt has been ad-
ded, quits the falt to unite itfelf with the Natron,
which is the bafis of fea-falt ; the mtiriatic acid,
thereby fet free, unites With the Qyjickfilver more
readily when affifted by the increafing heat, and
fublimes with it in a white cryftalline mafs, adhering
to the upper part of the cucurbit.

This preparation is a very ftrong aftive poifon,
■— yet a folution of it was given to the Tranfla¬
tor repeatedly as an emetic fifty yeärs ago. It has
been employed in very fmall dofes as an aiterative,
in venereal cafes, for more than a Century j but its
ufe was not generally known tili Van Swieten, about
the middle of this, warmly recommended it, and not
unjuftly.

M CALO-
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CALOMELAS.

Calomel.

Take of muriated Quickfilver one pound.

Purified Quickfilver, by weight,
nine qunces.

Rub them togetlier tili the globules dif-
appear, and fublime ; then rub all the mat¬
ter again, and fublime. In the fame man¬
ner repeat the fublimation four times. Af~
terwards rub the matter into the fineft pow-
der, and wafh it by pouring on boiling dif-
tilled water.

R E M A R K,

It ig of the utmofb confequence that the ingre-
dients be perfeftly, united before the fublimation
is begun. The perfon, who rubs the fublimate
with the Quickfilver, fhould cover his mouth and
noftrils, as is common in the powdering Cantha-
rides, &c. it being difficult to prevent the lighter
particles of the fublimate from affecting the mouth
and eyes.

Lewis
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Lewis recommends, as a precaution, to fprinkk
the fublimate whh a little re&ified fpliit during
the triture; which, ' he fays, will not impede the
union of the ingredients, or prejudice the fublima-
tjon; but that, if this be done, it i-s better not at
firft to cover the fubliming vefTel whh a cap of
paper, as is ufual, but to defer it tili the mixture
begins to fublime,—that the fpirit may efcape.

The marks of the fublimate being perfe£t!y dul-
cified are its being infipid, and not foluble by long
boiling jn dtßiUsd water. If the water has taken
up any part of it, en dropping water of Kali, ur
■of Ammonia, inio the deco&iqn, it will grow tur-
bid ; if not, itwill continue limpid.

Calomel is in common ufe as an aiterative in
the Lues Venerea, in dofes from one grain to five$
fometimes joined with laxatives to prevent a ptya-
iifm.

HYDRARGYRUS MURIATUS MI-
TIS.

Mild muriated Quicksilver.

Take of purified Quickfilver,
Diluted nitrous Acid, of each half

a pound.
M 4 Mix
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Mix in a glafs veffel, and fet it afide untill
the Quickfilver is diffolved. Let therh boil,
that the falt may be diflblved. Pour out the
boiling liquor into a glafs veffel, into which
another boiling liquor has been put before,
confifting of,

Sea-falt, by weight, four ounces.
Diftilled Water eight pints.

After a white powder has fubfided to the
bottom of the veffel, let the liquor fwim-
ming at the top be poured out, and the re-
maining powder be wafhed, tili it becomes in-
fipid, with frequent affufions of hot water -,
then dried on blotting paper with a gentle
heat.

M K.

This is the Mercurius dulcis fraciptatus of the
Pharm. Land. fol. 1721, p. 145,— adopted by the
Edinburgh, 1744, under the narae of'Merc. pracip,
albus, — and, fince that, by the Swedißo Difpenfa-
tory, afcer the improvement of Mr. Scheele, under
the narae of'Mercurius dulcis.

Mr. Scheele's diredtion is, — that, when the acid
appears no longer to aft upon the Quickfilver, the

folution
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lution muft be made nearly to boil, and continued
in that heat for three or four hours, now and dien
fhaking the veffel,—towards the end making it boil
gently, for a quarter of an hour. See more on this
fubject in Scheele's EJfays, and the Notes ofDr. Bed-
does.

As it has been fuppofed by many to be a new in-
vention of Mr. Scheele, and recommended by him
as an eafy and cheap fubftitute for Calomel, it has

"come pretty much into ufe; but the teftimonies,
before the Committee, of its good effects, not being
confonant with each other, the College chofe not to
receive it inftead of a medicine of fuch eftablifhed
charader as Calomel, and introduced this for future
trial. It is given in dofes fimilar to thofe of Calomel.

HYDRARGYRUS NITRATUS
RUBER.

Red nitrated Quicksilver.

Take of purified Quickfilver,

Nitrous Acid, of each one pound.

Muriatic Acid, one dram by weight.

Mix them in a glafs veffel, and diffolve th»
Quickfilver in a fand-bath j then raife the

fire,
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fire, untlll the matter is formed into red cryf-
tals.

R M K.

This preparation is the Mercurius corrcßvus ruher
of the former Difpenfatory. Its fparkling appear-
ance, which is ccnfidered as a teft of its genuine-
nefs and frrength, is prefently loft if the Caix is not
removed from the iire foon after it has acquired it.
Ifadulteration with rninium is fufpefted, it is dif-
covered by, the duller hue, but: more certainly by
burning fome of it in a fpoon ; when the pure will
defiagrate entirely, the adulterated will leave the
minium or other impurities behind.

It ischiefiy ufed by the Surgeons, as a cathaeretic,
in applications to foul ulcers, or to their callous
edges, and to corrode what is called fungous flefli.

I )lk\r
CALX HYDRARGYRI ALBA.

White Calx of Quicksilver.

Take of muriated QuickfilVer,

Sal ammoniac,

Water of Kali, of each half a
pound.

Diffolve
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Diffolve firft the Sal ammoniac, afterwards
the rnuriated Quickfilver in diltUIed water,
and add the water of Kali, Waih the pre-

cipitated powder untill it becomes infipid.

REM R K.

This is the Mercurius fracifitalus albus of the
former Difpenfatory, and generally ufcd in Liniments
externally; if adulterated with Ceruffe, this is left
lipon burning fome of it, as mentioned in a, prcce-
ding remark.

PYDRARGYRUS CUM SULPHU^
RE.

QüICKSILVER WITH SuLPHUR.

Take of purified Quickfilver,
Flowers of Sulphur, of each one

pound.

Ruh them together untill the glohules dif-
appear,

HYDRAR-

■
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HYDRARGYRUS SULPHURA-
TUS RUBER.

Red sulphurated Quicksilver.

Take of Quickfilver, purified, forty ounces.
Sulphur eight ounces, both by

weight.

Mix the Quickfilver with the melted Sul¬
phur ; and, if the mixture takes fire, extin-
guifh it by covering the vefTel; afterwards re-
duce the mafs to powder, and fublime it.

R E M A R K.

This preparation was, in the laft Difpenfatory,
called Cinnabaris faSiitia. The mixture of the
Quickfilver and Sulphur, here direfted, is very apt
to take fire, and a confiderable explofion frequently
happens (efpecially if the procefs is too haftiiy con-
ducted) as foon as it grows confiftent, whenthepot,
orveflel, muft be immediately clofe covered with a
wooden cover. In the fublimation, alfo, care muft
be taken to prevent the matter blocking up the neck
of the bolt-head. By introducing at times an iron
wire, fomewhat heated, into its neck, the Operator

may
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may be affured when the danger of this is approach-
ing, andprevent mifchief by cautioufly raifing the
veffel higher from the fire, L.

This mediane is employed chiefly in fumiga-
tions, ibmetimes to raife a ptyalifm, but oftener for
curing ulcers in thofe infected with the Lues Ve-
nerea.

HYDRARGYRUS VITRIOLA-
T U S.

VlTRIOLATED QüICKSILVER.

Take of Quickfilver, purified,
Vitriolic Acid, of each one pound.

Mix in a glafs veffel, and heat them by de-
grees, untill they unite into a white mafs,
which is to be perfectly dried with a ftrong
fire. This matter, on the affufion of a great
deal of hot diftilled water, immediately be-
comes yellow, and falls to powder. Rub the
powder carefully with this water in a glafs
mortar. i^fter the powder has fubüded, pour
off the water ; and, adding more diftilled wa¬
ter feveral times, wafh the matter tili it be-
comes infipid.

REMARK.
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m K.

In this procefs, the pernicious fumes are to OÖ
avoided. The produdr. is the Mercurius emeticus

flavus of the former Dilpenfatory, which, in dofes
to adults cfflveor fix graiiJS, is an emefic acting
very brifkly, as the Tranflator has himfelf fenfibly
feit; and, if he is not deeeived, evacuating more
copioufly than many of the fafer emetics ;*— but it
certainly ought not to be employed without caution
and attention, As an aiterative, it has been em¬
ployed, in fmall dofes, like other preparations of
Quickfilver, alone, or in conjunclion with other re-
medies, in venereal as well as other complaints,—-
not unfuccefsfully.

.

!
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