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MAGNESIA.

MAGNESIA.

MAGNESIA ALBA.

White Magnesia.

'Tp A K E of bitter purging Salt,
Kali, of each two pounds.
Diftilled Water, boiling, twen-

ty pints.

Diffolve the bitter Salt and the Kali fepa-
rately in ten pints of water, and filter through
paper; then mix them. Boil the liquor a
little while, and ftrain it whilft hot through
linen, upon which will remain the white
Magnesia i then wafla away, by repeated
affufions of diftilled water, the vitriolated
Kali.

REMARK.
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Magnefia is a peculiar earth, foraiing, when u-
nited to the vitriolic acid, a purgative fair, eafily
foluble in water, whilft common abforbent earth s,
united with this acid, form Compounds aftririgent
and fcarcely foluble.

In feparating Magnefia from this falt, a double
elective attraclion takes place, the acid leaving the
Magnefia, and joining the mild Kali, whilft the
Magnefia receives the fixed älr difcharged from the
Kali : hence two new produäs, a vitriolated Kali
and Magnefia united with fixed air. The former
is diflblved by water, the latter is precipitated. Ic
is in general efteem for correfting acidity in the fto-
mach of children, in whom it generally proves lax-
ative when given from a fcruple to a dram. To
adults it is given more largely in Cardialgia, &c.

MAGNESIA USTA.

Burnt Magnesia.

Take of white Magnefia four ounces by
weight.

Expofe it to a firong heat for two hours;
and, when cold, put it into a glafs veflel to be
clofe ftopt.

REMARK.
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Here the Magnefia is deprived of the fixed air,
conftituting more than half its weight, without be-
ing converted into a cauftic lime, and remaining e-
qually mild with the preceding aerated Magnefia.
lf fufficiently burned, it does not effervefce with a-
cids, and therefore is held more applicable to com-
plaints in the prima: vije of aduits, attended with
flatulence, and often purges briflcly in the dofe ofa
dram or two.

PRJEPARATA
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