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PRiEPARATIONES
SIMPLICIORES.

THE MORE SIMPLE
P r E P A R A T I O N S.

QUORÜNDÜM IN AQUA NON SOLÜB1LIÜM
PRjEPARATlO.

The PREPARATION of some Substa*-
CES NOT SOLÜBLE IN WATER.

TlEAT thefe fubftances firft in a mortar to
D powder ; then, pouring on a httle
water, levigatc it npon a hard and pohflied.
but not calcareous, ftone, that ,t may be
^de as fine as paffiblc. Dry thxs P-der
U ponblotting-paperlaid on chalk, and fe tit
in a warm, or at leaft dry, place tor fbme
days.
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In this manner are to be prepared
Amber,
Antimony,
Calamine,
vHALK)

CoRAL,

Oister-shells, firft cleanfed fröm their
impurities.

Tutty,

Crabs Claws, firil broken into fmall pie-
ces, rauft be wafhed with boiling vvater before
they are levigated.

Verdegris rauft be prepared in the fame
manner.

i

R E M A R K.

Calamine is roafted, or calcined, in order that it
may be more eafily reducible to a very fine pow-
der ; and, the fhops being ufually fupplied with it
in this calcined ftate, the College have fo direded
it in the Materia Medica. See Zinc. Where Ca¬
lamine cannot be procured already calcined, this
ore of Zinc is to be thrice heated to a ftrong red
heat, and as often quenched wich water. Ed. D.
1756.
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A direction was given in the former Difpenfato-
ry to take particular care that Antimony-, Calamine,
and Tutty, be reduced to the moft fubtile powder
poffible. The fenfibility of the parts, to which
Calamine and Tutty are often applied, requires
them, as Dr. Lewis has obferved, to be perfectly
freed from any grofs irritating particles; and An¬
timony, when not thoroughly comminuted, may
not only, by its needle-like fpicula, wound the fto-
mach, but pafs off without any other fenfible effect
than an increafe of the großer evacuations ; whilft,
if reduced to the utmoft nnenefs, it becomes a me¬
diane of confiderable efficacy.

ADIPIS SUILLjE SEVIQUE OVIL-
LI PRiEPARATIO.

The Preparation of Hog's Lard and
MüTTON-SuET,

Cut them in pieces, and melt them with a
flow fire; then feparate them from the mem-
branes by ftraming.

AMMO-
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AMMONIACI PURIFICATIO.

The Purification of Ammoniacüm.

Böil Gum-Ammoniacum, if it appears im¬
pure, in water tili it foftens, and prefs it
through an hempen cloth ; then fet it by, that
the refinous part may fubfide. Evaporate the
water ; and, towards the end of the infpifla-
tion, reftore the refinous part, and mix it
with the gummy.

In the fame manner are purified Afa Festi¬
da an 1 fuch like Gum-refins.

You may alfo purify any gum, which melts
ean!y ; fuch as Galbanum, by putting it into
an ox-bladder, and holding it in boiling wa¬
ter tili it is fo foft that it can be feparated from
its impurities by preffing through an hempen
cloth.

R Z M A R K.

In the ftraining of all the Gums, care fhould be
laken that the heat be neither too great nor too long
continued, otherwife a confiderabie portion of their
more aclive volatile matter will be loft, — an incon-

venience
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venience which cannot, by ajny car?, be wholly a-
voidcd. Hence the purer uars, unßrained, are
preferred, for internal ufe, tu the ftrained gums, by
the faculty of Paris. L.

As an additional reafon for this pic. -ence, we
may add, that fome of the gum-refins, puri !~.ed in
the common way, by folution in water, expreffion,
and ev.iporation, are not fo eafily foluble in aque-
ous rnenftrua before, as after, iuch depuration.

CORNU CERVI USTIO.
The Burning of Hartshorn.

Burn pieces of Hartfliorn tili they are
perfectly white j then rub them to a very fine
powder.

R E M A R K.

The pieces of Hörn, generally employed in this
Operation, are thofe left after diftillation. L. Difp.
1746.

In the burning of Hartfhorn, a ftrong fire and
the free admiffion of air are neceffary. The pot-
ter's furnace was formerly diredted for the fake of
convenience, but any common furnace, or ftove,
will do. If fome lighted charcoal be fpread on the
bottom of the grate, and above this the pieces ofthe
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the Horns are lard, they will be burnt to whiteneß,
ffillretaining their original form. L.

Burnt Hartfhorn is not now confidered as a pure
earth, having been found to be a Compound of cal-
careous earth and phofphoric acid. It is the weak-
cft of the animal abforbents, or foluble in acids with
the moft difficulty ; but, whether it be of equal or
fuperior ufe, in diarrhceas, to more powerful abfor¬
bents, muft bedetermined by obfervation.

HERBARUMET FLORUM EXSIC-
CATIO.

The drying of Herbs and Flowers.

Spread them lightly, and dry them with a
gentle heat.

M K.

Both the colours and virtues of Herbs are pre-
ferved in greateft perfection when they are dried
hafiily by an heat of common fire as great as that
which the fun can impart ; an inftance of which
we have in the drying of Tea by the Chinefe.
Quick drying is more particularly proper for rlowers.
SafFron is a part of a flower, dried on paper, on a
kind of kiln? with an heat fufficient to make it

fweat,
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Iweatj taking care only not to endanger its fcordh-
ing. L.

MELLIS DESPUMATICX

The Despumation, or clarifying, «of
HONEY.

Melt the Honey in a water-bath, and take
off the fcum.

i II

MILLEPfcDJE PRiEPARATKX

Prfparation of the Wood-Louse,.

Sufpend the Wood-lice, inclofed in a coarfe
-hempen cloth, in a clofe vefiel, over hot proof-
fpirit, that, being killed i y the vapour, they
may be rendered friable.

PULPARUM EXTRACTIO.
The Extraction of Pulps-

Set pulpy fruits, if they are unripe or ripe,
and dry, in a moift place, that they may loft-
en ; then prefs the pulps through a hair-iieve j
afterwards boil them with a gentle fire, fre-

quently
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quently ftirring them untill they are of a pro¬
per thicknefs.

Alfo take the pulp of Caffia of the cane,
from the pod, and boil it to a due thicknefs.

Prefs out the pulps of ripe and frefh fruits
through a fieve, without any boiling.

REM R K.

The manner of obtaining the pulp of Caffia from
the pod is here left to the Operator. The former
Difpenfatory direfted it to be boiled out of the
bruifed pod ; by which method the pulp is not ob-
tainable perfe&ly pure, as the feeds part with their
mucilage,—though nothing fliould be communica-
ted by the pod. The pulp is obtained in the great-
eft purity, if the quantity be not largc, by flitting
the pods lengthwife, puihing out the cells and feeds
with the fingers, and wafliing the pulp from them.

The quantity extracled at a time ought not, as
Lewis has obferved, to be great, as it is apt to turn
four by long keeping.

r
a

SCILLA
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SCILLA EXSICCATIO.

The Drying of Squill.

Cut the Squill tranfverfely, after the outer
ildn has been taken off, into thin. flices, and
dry it with agentle heat,

R. E M A R K.

A proof of the Squill being properly dried is its
retaining, though friable, its original bitternefs and
acrimony.

By drying, Lewis fays, the root lofes four-fifths
of its original weight ; and that the parts which ex-.
hale are merely watery: hence four grains of the
dry root are nearly equivalent to a fcruple of the
frefh.

It is given as an expeftorant and diuretic, to a-
dults, in dofes of a few grains: in fomewhat larger
ones it proves emeric.

SPONGm USTIO.

The Burning of Sponge.

Beat the Sponge, after cutting it in pieces ;
and, when feparated from its gritty matter,

burn

•
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burn it in a clofe iron veflel, untill it becomes

bkck and friable : afterwards rub it to a very
fine powder.

K.R E M A R

The gritty matter, compared with the weight of
the Sponge when prepared, is fometimes confidera-
ble.

If the quantity of Sponge put into the veflel at
once beiarge, the outfide will be fufficiently burnt
before the infide is affefted, and the volatile falt of
the former will in part efcape before that in the laf-
ter is begun to be formed. To avoid this incon-
venience, the Sponge may be kept continually ftir-
ring in fuch a machine as is ufed for the roafting of
cofFee.

Sponge, on diftillation with a ftrong heat, yields
a volatile falt in its proper form j and, even in this
preparation, the falt is fo far extricated, that, if the
burnt Sponge be ground in a brafs mortar, it cor-
rodes the metal, fo as to contracl a difagreeable
taint, and fometimes an emetic quality. L.

It (hould, therefore, as direded in the former Dif-
penfatory, be powdered in a mortar of glafs or
ftone. Of this lad fort, the mortars of Mr.

Wsd'gb-
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Wedgewood's manufafture are by far the rnoll pre-
ferable.

Burnt Sponge is given in dofes of a fcruple, or
more, in fcrophulous complaints.

STYRACIS PURiFICATIO.
The Pürification of Storax.

Diffolve the Storax in reftified fpirlt of
wine, and ftrain thefolution : afterwards re-
duce it to a proper thicknefs with a gentle
heat.

R E M A R. K.

Storax totally diffolves in fpirit of wine, fo as to
pafs through the nitre, the impurities alone being
ieft. L.

The College have left to the Operator the mode
of recovering it, in a folid form, from its folution,
either by gently diftilling off the fpirit, (which,
Lewis fays, will elevate very little of its flavour,)
or waftingit by evaporation.

G C O N-
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