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Weights, Measures, &c.

IN this country two kinds of Weights are
employed; one by which gold and filver
are fold, the other by which almofr. all o-

ther wares. The former we call 7'roy-iveight,
the latter Avoirdupois-weighl': The pounds
of thefe are differently divided : the pound
of the former has only twelve ounces, but
that of the latter fixteen. Both pounds and
ounces alfo differ in weight: the goldimith's
pound is lefs than the other, the ounce great-
er.*

B We
* The Avoirdupois pound contains 7000 grains, whereas

the Troy pound contains only 57ÖO ; that is, lefs by 1240
grains. The Troy ounce contains 480 grains, the Avoirdupois

only
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2 Weights and Measures.

We employ the pound of the goldfmiths j
which, however, we do not divide as they do,
but in this manner :

The pound
The ounce
The drapi
The fcruple

The meafures likewife for liquids in this
country are of different forts : with one fort
beer being maafured, with the other wine. We
employ the latter; ufing that meafure for a
pint which is called a loine-pwt.

This pint we divide thus :
The pint 1 . f fixteen ounces.

ftwelve ounces.

J eight drams.
] three fcruples.
l tvventy grains.

!
_ M ■ contams < . ,
1 he ounce j £eight drams.

Thegallon contains eight pints.
Ai

only 437f grains : that is, lere by 42f grains ; fo that ten
ounces Troy are almoli: equal to eleven Avoirdupois. Now,
as the compofitions of the Difpenfatory, and the ex-
temporaneous prefcriptibns of phyficians, are adapted to the
Troy-weight, it is evident, that, if the ounce and half-ounce
Avoirdupois are cmployed with the Troy dram and its fubdi-
vifions, the ingrcdients muil be taken in improper propor-
tions. It is to he lamented that the Avoirdupois weights are
notbanifhed entirelyfrom the fhops of apothecaries.



Weights and Measures. 3

As a pound weight of fcarcely any liquor
fills the meafure which we call a pint, we have
every where prefixecl P. or M. as each fub-
ftance is prefcribed by weight or meafure*

We deem mortars, made of brafs, or cop-
per, improper for preparing medianes.-f-

Alfo meafures, funnels, and veffels ufed
for the evaporation of liquids, which are made
of copper, lead, or a mixed metal of which

B 2 fome

* The precaution above-mentioned, though highly necef-
fary in the original Latin of the Pharmacopoeia, is not fo
generally required in an Englifh tranflation. In Englifh, the
Word Pint diftinguifhes the Libra by meafure from that by
weight, without ambiguity. With regard to the ounce and
its divifions, the words by weight or by meafure will, in this
Tranflation, beconitantly inferted.

t The propriety of this and the following injuncYion needs
little proof.—It is certain, that even the fofter abforbent fub-
ffances, rubbed for a fhort time in a bell-metal mortar, ufu-
ally fuppofed not liable to abrafion, acquire in fome degree a
cupreous quality; as appears on the affufion of volatile alka-
li.—As to veffels of lead and its Compounds, the danger at-
tending their ufe is univerfally known and acknowledged.—
See Mr. Blizard's Effay on bell-metal mortars and pew-
ter veffels, 8vo, 1786.



4 Weights, Measures, &c.
fome part is copper or lead, we woaid have
carefully avoided.

The Thermometer we employ is that of
Fahrenheit.

By calor fervens, a beiUng*\ beul) muil
be underftood an heat from 20« .o 212 de-
grees.

By calor LENis, a gentle heat> is meant an
heat from 90 to 100 degrees.

Whenever we ufe the words specific gra-
vity, the fubftance treated of we fuppofe to
beof 55 degrees of heat.

t Although the heat of boiling water is 212 degrees, yet,
on removing the veffel containing it from the fire, its heat
is fomewhat lefs ; and, as the wordßrver.s is chiefly ufed in
the directions for infuüons and folutions, the word boiling
may not be an improper tranilaüon of it.

■ MATERIA
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