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ﬂ%‘f,:‘.lOS"i" half a century has elapfed
4 fince our predeceffors executed the
fame talk we have now undertaken, no lefs
to the praife of their judgement than their
diligence.  1f Medicine, during that {pace,
advanced not equally with other ufeful
arts, it received many valuable 1mprove-
ments ; as well from the induftry and dif-
coveries of others, as from thofe more
particularly who have, of late, ftudied Che-
miftry with unufual zealand penetration.
As, for that reafon, itbecame our dutytoex-
amine anew the common inftruments of the
art of healing, we thought zhat duty requi-
red us to employ all the afliftance which
could be derived from modern chemiltry ;
A 4 and,
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and, from its colleCted light, render our
work more clear and luminous. It was
our prineipal wifh that every chemical mat-
ter, applicable to the practice of Phyfic,
fhould beintroduced by us,not onlyfreed from
error, but more perfect and neat, as well as
more {cientificallydigefted andarranged, than
had been ufual among us.  All our care was
not, however, fo far wafted on this very dif-
ficult part of our work as to neglect other
things, oronly touch on them curforily and
by chance ; as the compofition of each me-
dicine was feparately and carefully weighed ;
in order that if any thing was found defi-
cient it might be added, — if too much, or
redundant, taken away. Nor have we
made any {cruple, in executing this duty,
to cut off whole formulas when of little ufe,
and to infert others more ufeful, — in fuch
a manner, however, ‘rhat no new remedy
has been fondly adopte
ufe and praétice, 1'-;jffted

no one, in conftant
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Great carchaQb eentaken that very fewtra-
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fhould remain of anile fuperttition ;
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and, if any thing unneceffary, or of little
ufe, be fcattered here and there, we have
thought it better to leave our fucceflors to
corre&t or reject it than to oppole errone-
ous opinions too pertinacioufly—whilft they
are innocent. We have confulted fimplici-
ty wherever in our power, and been particu-
larly careful that fuch things only fhould
be compounded as commaodiouily unite to-
rether, and tend to one and the fame de-
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ign. Hence it happens that {fome pmdi—
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gious and enormous antidotes, which have
really neither bounds nor intention, and are
madeup of fubftances collected from allquar-
ters, and oppofite in their virtues, are now
at laft dilplaced ; —a manifelt proof that
neither the authority of antient cuftom, nor
reverence of antiquity, has any longer too
much dominion over us.

The antients were miferably occupied
with the fear and the correction of pouons,
of which, however, we are certain they were
acquainted with very few. Far different in
our time is the fortune of poifons; for,
medicine
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medicine feems not now to be averfe to them
as to inveterate enemies, but to have
brought them over to its party, and to make
ufe of them as allies and auxiliaries. A
few of thefe (which we have ourfelves tried)
we have enrolled in our lift, ready to adopt
others, if faithful experiment, made in the
cure of difeafes, fhall demonftrate their
efficacy.—It would be too rafh to adopt as
known what has notbeen, as yet, fufficiently
explored.

The great number of things to which we
have given names, before unknown, and
lately formed, may perhaps give to fome an
opportunity of finding fault; fince there is
fcarcely any one who does not more willing-
ly ufe names to which he has been accuf-
tomed than new ones. But the defign of
thefe changes is, firft, that fome vain and
unmeaning words, derived from the falla-
cies of the old chemifts, or otherwife, {hould
fall into difufe, (as much as pofiible) and
into obliyion : 2dly, that each compofition
fhould by its title rather fhew what itis,

than
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than for what intention it 18 defigned,—and

2 of what principles it confifts, rather than in
3 what cafes it is ufeful, or to what parts of
L the body appropriated : and, laftly, that
) no remedy fhould be concealed under a title
: which does not belong to it. With regard to
: the names we have arbitrarily given to

three alkaline Salts, (of which one, indeed,
5 had been long in ufe, and the other two are
/ but little altered from theircommonappella-

tion,) they have in truth fo much convenience
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and brevity, that they may juftly claim,
at leaft, the excufe of Phyficians. It is
1 not, however, to be denied, that fo many
novelties muft be difagreeable to thofe who
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= deal in medicines; efpecially at firft, and
- before they conceive them perfeétly ; but
£ that difguft, however great it may be, will
} be got the better of eafily, ceafe of itlelf,
- and give place to a cuftom, more proper,
i more pleafant, and morz ufetul.

d We are not ignorant how very great
n the difficulty is of forming a Difpenfatory in
5 every relpet complete and perfect, — nor
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of the little reafon there is for hoping it

would pleafe all mankind :—we pretend not

to undertake any fuch thing ; and fhall re-

ally congratulate ourfelves, if the trouble,

employed for the public health on this y
work, anfwers in fome degree the purpofe
of alleviating the evils of ficknefs, and ren-
dering their cure more prompt and expedi-
tious.
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