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OXIDE OF ZINC. 673

on the addition of eaustic ammonia or potash, which should be completely solu-
ble in an excess of the ]il'{'l'ip'-lt:lllt.

If the subsiance sold as oxide of zine have been prepared by adding a caustic
alkali to a solution of sulphate of zine, it will be found to be in reality a subsul-
hate instead of an oxide; and its solution in nitric acid yields traces of contain-
g sulphuric acid when tested with a salt of baryta. .

Oxide of cadminm has been sometimes found in it, and was once mistaken
for arsenious acid. (Thomson's ffist. of Chem. ii. 219.) Iron and mm

(Liebig.) are sometimes present in oxide of zine, and communicate a '
tinge to it. The oxide
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2. On _-l)’u’Ir?_—_\P'llii,(';l to ulcerated or other secreting surfaces, it acts
siccant and astringent substance. On aceount of its insolubility, the absorption
of it must be very &l Taken into the stomach in large doses, it acts as a
slight irritant, and provokes vomiting, and sometimes purging. It is said to have
also caused oceasional giddiness and temporary inebriation. In small doses it
may be taken for a comsiderable period without sing any obvious effeets.
Sometimes, under its employment, certain affections of the nervous system (as
epilepsy yrea, &c.) subside; from which we infer that it exercises some spe-
cific influence over this system; re, termed tonie, antispasmodic,
and sedative. But the nature of its influence is not very obvious, and is inferred
rather from analogy than observation. By long-continued use it acts as a slow
poison, and produces fabes sicca. A gentleman, for the cure of epilepsy, took
iins of oxide till he had consumed 3246 grains,

have taken him about five months. At the end of this time he was

found of a pale, earthy hue, ted away, and almost idiotical: his tongue was

thickly coated, the bowels were constipated, the inferior extremities cold and

edematous, the abdomen tumid, the superior exiremities cold and shrivelled, and
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Uses.—Infernally it has been commended in some spasmodic diseases, viz.
epilepsy. chorea. hvsteria, catalepsy, : hooping-cough; and in some painful
I hj i ) | I

aflections, as neu a and g \ Though oce erviceable in
some of these maladies, it has so frequently failed, that practitioners have ceased
to place much ¢ mfidence in it.

Externally, it is employed in the form of powder, or lotion, or ointment. As
a dusting powder it is useful, by its mild, absorbent, and desiceant properties,
and 1s ;|-l.].l|]|_-1| to i[;]l'lt'|'i_|_fi'|'ll:[|-' antd other 08 of the .“.!-ii!], attended
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14th eentury: but Beckmann affirms it was not known 3 the middle of the
16th century. (Hist. of Invent. iii. 85.) It has had various names, as Sal
Fitrioli, White Fitriol, and Gilla Theophrasti.
N Al His re at Ran
Hartz; at Holywell, in Flintshire; and other
PrepagaTion.—It i5 readily prepared by dissolving zine in diluted sulphuric
acid.
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Costpostrion.— This salt has the following composition:—

PuriTy.—Ammonia :
white precipitate solul

dded to a solution of ,-31,-|]=i=,:1tr_: of zine throws down a
» in excess of ammonia, If any oxide of iron or magne-
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1 specifie |||I1|||'1ar'f.‘ over the nervou system, mani-
3 modic affections: hence it 18 re pute d
:mti-:p.'l-'nm:lz-'. To the same influenee is to be |'--I'|‘1'r|-|l its power of preve '|.1 ngr
the recurrence of intermittent maladies, from which it has p'iurip lly derived its
denomination of a tonic. Its astringent effect is not confined to the bowels, but
is manifested in the pulmonary and urethral mucous membranes, the secretions
from which it diminishes: hence the advantage of its use in catarrhal affections of
It does not appear to possess any power of checking cutaneous ex-

hl OV el

ted by its Imu'r:.' of 1'L'||1n'.'in eertain £f

these parts.
halation.

In full medicinal doses it is a powerful but safe emetic; it exc ites spe edy vo-
miting without giving rise to that distressing nausea occasioned by emetic tartar,
though this statement is not in aceordance with the experience of Dr. Cullen,
( Treat. of the Mat. Med.) who observes that ¢ in order to render its e I[1"' 5 cer-
tain, the dose must generally be larg and if this is not thrown out a
diately it is apt to continue a d zpa. Or even a vomiting, longer than
18 :1frc-4-'¢.~,:u'_\'_" But this observa e with the experience of other
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practitioner
In excessive doses it acts as an irritant poise
ness of the extremities, and fluttering pulse.
'I‘||-‘ local action of it is that of an astringent and desic
trated form it is a powerful irritant and caustic, Ttz external nse is said to ha
been found fatal in one 1
( Christison, op. cif. p. 468.) lts causticity depends on
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and fibrin.

Uses,—As an emetic it is almost exclusively u-m'ln'. ywwed in poisoning, especially
by narcoties. In these cases it is the best evaeuant we can ;n:Iz-1i:|i-c|--|uu|| ae-
count ol prompt an infernal o
ntery (Impey Med. and Phys. Journ. ix. 55, 1803.) and
" viial :‘.Fh--'l';.m.: attc ||I|.l il \"'Ll 1 I||'u|l|=‘“ geeretion, :||||| _||5

frr--'h.l.' it is administered in

chronic tﬁj.'pc
diarrheea, in ehronic bron
rleet ] leue .. In the latter eases it is usually associated with ter 1
thinate medicines, and is sometimes decidedly beneficial. (See a paper on this
subject, by Mr. ( arm, |:_ the Edind. Med. and Surg. Journ. vol. xxvi)
As an [{j!l'!-ll';(f\}“-'lrlll” it has been '.‘||L|.-[L\_\'|,'L] with occasio BuCccess 1n *]"‘;‘"'l"‘."-'
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