Hammerstein, the Afplum of the Emperor Henry 1V.

Between Coblents and Boun, on the right bank of
the Rhine, is s0en o black rock of gigantic size picin-
reaqualy crested by the roins of the castle of Hammer-
stein,  Tn the 11% century this castle belonged (0 a
connt Otto from whom, it is believed, are descended
the race of the eounts of Niringen and Hammersicin,

The unforttunate Henry IV., after his eacape from
the eaptivity in which his =on held him, first in the
eastle of Klopp, and sfterwards st Imgelbeim, sojourned
for n short time within this easile, whence he repaired
to Cologne, & ¢ity which had throughoni remained faithial
to him. Afer several froitless attempis to regnin the
soverelgnty, of which he had heen so cruelly deprived,
ke at length ended his life at Liege, in 1106.

W learti from the ballad that Walf of Hammer-

slein, an old companion im arme of the emperar Henry,
towards the close of his life, complained of his hard
lot o baviog only two daughiers, instesd of o son by
whom his same might be tropsmitted to posterity, Whilst
Iie was thus repiving, his old master the emperor suddenly
stands before him imploring from Mim an asylum and pro-
tection against his own gon, by Whom he bad hoen
dethroned and driven from his dominions., Struek with
this mournful sight the ald count perceives that domestic
happiness i= not always ensured by the possession of a
male descendant, snd returns thanks (o heaven for
having made him the father of two beloved danghfers
whose virtues constitute the delight of his old age.
Buch is the subject of the lithographic design which
aenompanios the hallal.

Holand, the faithtul Paladine.

The castle of Rolandeeck, the ruins of which are
seen mournfully towering over the lofty rocks on the
left bank of the Mhine, was built, as is believed, by
Roland the bold, nephow of the emperor Charlemagne,
in opder to live near the Indy of his love, who hwl

been induced, by a false repori which had resched her
of his de to tnke the veil in the monastery of
nenwerth, situated on an adjacent island of the Rhine.
Aceording to tradition it wes within this caste (hat
the heroic Holand died.




In the design which sccompnnies the pathetic ballad,
the Paladine is represented at the close of hiz life
overwhelmed wilh grier for the loss of his mistress,
Nothing ecan rekindle the expiring spark within. In
vain his faithful squire strives o nwaken his love for
the sparls of the fleld by drawing his sitenfion 0 a
heron rising i the alrs In vain they lead forth his
wpirited charged, the meighings of which might revive
in him the remembennee of his gloriouns exploils: — the
expiring gaze of the warrior is immoveably fixed an
the monastery which conisins the abject of his lave.

The late, the last woies of which bad heen sotinderd
for her, drops from his powerless hand; — nod ing can
bind him moy longer o0 a warld in which all ix
him a dreary void,
The eonception of the poviess is admirably embodisd
in the lithographic design,
The oastle of Rol ek belonged In the 12
ntury to the chapter of Mentz, ami was in mins as
enrly as the reign of the emperor Frederic IIL, wha

died in 1493,

Sigetrey, the Vanguisher of the Dragon,

—_—

I the popular traditions of (he norith we likewize

meet with Sigefrey, the hers of the poem of (he Nie—
belungen  and vanquisher of Fasner, who had been
transformed into a serpent,
{0 the tradition which prevails along the
Rhine, the cavern in which the dragon, slain by the
intrepid Sigefroy, lived, is still to be seen on the south-
enstern side of the mounisin on which the rojng of the
caslle of Dynchenfels siand, The eastie itself was once
the residence of & raee Burggmaves of ihe same name,
which became extinet in 1580,

The design represents the intrepid knight as just
violorious aver the formidable dragon, and meeting the

beantiful Gunhilde as she eomes fram the cave in which
the monster had 8o long detained her g caplive,  The
poem ia =0 fertile in picluresque images, that it would
have furmished mnterials for n whole series of designs,
We were however obliged to econtent gurselves with
the one wo have offered, illusirative of the prineipal
soene, which, from the fidelity and beanty of its detalls,
can hardly fail fo excite a lively interest.

The view from the summit of the Deachenfels, af
an elevation of 1055 feet above the Jevel of the sen,
is oertninly the most enchonting and magnificent whick
the region of the Rhine, or, pechaps, the whole or
Germany, can afford.
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