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CHAP. XXV

|
i EMPLASTRA.—PLASTERS :
1 §
|
f
r LASTERS are of similar composition to ointments, but dif-
Il fer from them in their much firmer consistence, which is I'l-'
r such, that they do not adhére fo the hand. They owe this
consistence, in general, to a larger proportion of wax, or r
sometimes to the addition of certain metallic oxides, parti- b
cularly those of lead, which unite chemically with the unc- r;*l
tuous matter. They require, in general, to be heated, in
order to be spread: hence they adhere more firmly, and L
several of them even afford a mechanical support. They
are employed generally to answer the same indications as *';-
ointments. The same rules are to be observed in their pre- 3
paration, as in that of Qintments. .
p
EMPLASTRUM 'SIMPLEX, olim Emplastrum Cereum. Simple w
Plaster. Ed. h
Take of Yellow Wax, three parts ; Mutton Suet, Resin, of |
cach two parts.
EvMrLAsTRUM CERE. Wax Plaster. Lond. .
Take of Yellow Wax, Prepared Tallow, each three pounds ;
Yellow Resin, a pound. Melt them together, and strain. ¥
The principal use of this plaster is as a dressing to the
surface to which a blister has been :l}'1[|Jie'11, after the vesicle

has been cut. It is r;'-l‘{-:_if.i thin on linen with a hot ivon
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EVMPLASTRUM OXIDI PLUMBI SEMI-VITREI, olim Emplastrum
Commune. Plaster of Oxide of Lead. Ed.
Take of the Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, one part ; Olive

Qil, two parts. Having added Water, boil them, stirring con-

stantly, until the oil and the oxide unite into a plaster.

Emprrastrus pLumMBl. Plaster of Lead. Lond.

Take of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, rubbed into a fin
powder, five pounds ; Olive Oil, a gallon ; Water, two pints,
Baoil them with a slow fire, stirring constantly, until the oil and

the oxide of lead pass into the consistence of a plaster. It is

necessary to add a little beiling water, if the water added in
the beginning he evaporated before the end of the boiling.
EmprLasTrRUM prTHaRcyRI.  Litharge Plaster. Dub.

3 %
Ll

ke of Litharge in fine powder, five pounds; Olive Oil,

nine pounds ; Boiling Water, two pints. Mix them together,

by stirring at a heat between 200° and 212°, until the oil and
the litharge unite'into a plaster, supplying occasionally water

in fresh quantities as it evaporates.

This, which has been long known by the name of Dia.
l-h.\ch'u]l, is a chemical combination of the expressed oil with
the oxide of lead, and is of a consistence sufliciently hard
to form a plaster. There is considerable attention requi-
:ite 1n }1rt-i1;|1'i|51_§ ii, I}:.l‘iit'lﬂ;l!'f}' in Hlil'i'illg it C(Jllﬁl:illif}' to
promote the combination, and allow of the escape of the
watery vapour. The use of the water is to prevent the
heat from rising too high ; and if the quantity is dissipated
before the combination is complete, an additional portion
must be added, taking care to add it hot. The plaster is
used, ‘.ﬂ!]]'(':ll‘-! on leather or linen, as an ;lpp[i{‘:t.'i{'-ll to exco-

riations, or slight wounds.

s, olim Emplastrum Adhesizum, Resi-
nous Plaster. Ed.
Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, five parts;

Resin, ene part
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Exmerasrous nesine. llesin Plaster. Lond.

Take of Ye

llow R.esin, half & pound ; Plaster of Lead, three
pounds. To the plaster of lead melted with a slow fire, add

the resin bruised, and mix them.

MPLASTRUM  LITHARGYRI  CUM RESINA. Litharge Plaster
with Resin. Dub.
Take of Litharge Plaster, three pounds and a half; Yellow
Resin, half a pound. To the litharge plaster melted with a
moderate heat, add the resin beat to a fine powder that it may

1 s b | 1 O 1
melt specaily, and rorm a piaster.

"1 + I ol s 1] (2B & T 0y - . r Y 3 ¥ 1
The plaster of litharge is rendered more adhesive, and
somewhat more stimulating, by this intermixture of resin.

It is applied to similar uses,

EMPLASTRUM OXIDI FERRI RUBRY, olim Emplastrum Roborans.
Plaster of Red Oxide of Iron. Ed.
)]

Fors 5] ot ooty < R Ll rhey (Yl X ol e iy
l'ake of Plaster of Semui-vitreous Uxide of Lead, twenty-tour

parts; Resin, six parts ; Yellow Wax, Olive Oil, of each three

parts; Red Oxide of Iron, eight parts. Rub the red oxide of

iron with the oil

and add it to the other ingredients melted

ster of I'rankincense. Dub.

¢, two pounds; Frankincense, half a pound ;

1 21
2 1INLO The

Red Oxide of Iron, three ounces. Sprinkle the o

ter and the frankincense melted together, stirring them

1nese } d on leather, are sometimes used as

ht cases of lumbago, and give some

relicf, merely by affording g mechanical support.

Emrrastaom Ass®E preTinE.  Assafeetida Plaster. Ed.
Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, Assafteti.
3

% . 3 . : = & J
aa, 01 each two parts; Galbanum, Yellow Wax, of each one
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This plaster is sometimes applied to the breast or side,
as a remedy in hysteric affections, but probably with little
advantage.

Eumprasarum cummosuM, Gum Plaster. Ed.

Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, cight parts ;
Gum-Resin of Ammoniac, Galbanum, Yellow Wax, of each
one part.
r',_‘.l!-J..-'L.k,-]-i-_[;-.,| GALBANI. Galbanum Blutar - Tih:

Take of Plaster of Litharge, two pounds ;

¥

Galbanum, half a
pound; Yellow Wax, four ounces. To the Galbanum melted
with a gentle heat, add the litharge plaster and wax, and
melt them with a moderate heat.

EMPLASTRUM GALBANI COMPOSITUM. l'ti:i'.]]{i‘.m-'l Galbanum

Plaster. Lond.

Take of Galbanum Purified, L‘ig]'xi. ounces: Plaster of [,:'-:u],
three pounds; Common Turpentine, ten drachms, Frankin-
cense bruised, three ounces, To the calbanum and turpentine
previously melted together, add first the frankincense, then the

plaster of lead, melted with a slow fire, and mix them.

These three plasters are essentially the same. They are
employed as discutient applications to indolent tumours, and

sometimes to promote .‘H".‘ilillll':':f:{'i"'-
k i

EMPLASTRUM HYDRARGYRI,  Quicksilver Plaster. Ed.
Take of Olive Oil, Resin, of each one part ; Quicksilver,
three parts; Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, six parts.
Rub the quicksilver with the oil and resin melted together, and
then cooled, until the globules disappear ; then add gradually,
the plaster of semi-vitrecous oxide of lead, melted, and mix the
whole carefully.
EmprLAsTRUM HYDRARGYRI. Quicksilver Plaster, TLond.
Take of Purihied Quicksilver, three ounces: Sulphurated
Oil, half a drachm ; Plaster of Lead, a pound. Rub the quick-
:-:L!.\';‘I' with the &Ltfl‘.‘lzlil'.llt'ii ﬂi} until ‘.Fh‘ ;,1']u[;!_!l-_',~; l'.ir-:lj:pt'.!l', {jzl_ 1t

add gradually the plaster of lead, melted, and mix them.

e - 3 i i, [T S ) . 3




412 PLASTERS.

The sulphurated oil in the latter formula, causes the mer-

cury to lose the form of globules more quickly, and there-
fore abridges the labour of the preparation ; but it may be
doubted if the quicksilver thus extinguished is in the same
state of activity as when this has been done by trituration
with unctuous matter along. The mercurial plaster is ap-
plied as a discutient to indolent tumours ; and it has been
.'alippust*d, that from its continued i:'l'.l]'iil':il-il'iil, the mercury

indular

¥ Y ¢ -
will be absorbed, and act locally, particularly in g

flections.

EMPLASTRUM sAPoNACEUM. Soap Plaster. Ed.

Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous oxide of Lead, four parts
Gum Plaster, two parts ; Soap sliced, one part. Vlix the soap
with the 1-'&:1.‘-!1-1'5 melted [U"fi'l!ll..l'; then boil a |'§'.1:l', s0 as fo
form a plaster.

EmPLASTRUM sApoNis. Soap Plaster. Lond.
Take of Hard Soap, cut down, half a pound ; Plaster of Lead,

three pounds. Mix the soap with the plaster melted, then beil

down to a proper consistence,
IMPLASTRUM SAPONIS. Socap Plaster. Dub.
Take of Plaster of Litharge, three pounds ; Shavings of Spa-
iish Seap, hall a pound. Mix the soap with the plaster melt
-d with a gentle heat, then boil so as to form a plaster.

Chis has been supposed to possess a discutient quality ;
but it is much infeyior to the mercurial plaster, and 1¢

scarcely ever used.

EMPLASTRUM MELOES VESICATORIN, olim Emplastrum Veswcato-
rium. Plaster of Cantharides. Ed,
Take of Mutton Suet, Yellow Wax, Resin, Cantharides, of
each equal weights. Mix the cantharides, rubbed into a fine
powder, with the other ingredients, melted together and re

moved from the fire.
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EmpLASTRUM LyTTXE. Plaster of Cantharides. Lond.

Take of Cantharides, rubbed to a very fine 51*1'.‘.‘:3;'1‘, a
lml:mi: Wax }’J:_-.'ah.u', a i‘mhhl]l and a half'; 1'1;‘{:;11‘.;—{[ L.’H‘Ll, &
pound. Sprinkle in the cantharides to the plaster and lard
melted together, and removed from the fire a little before they
become solid, and mix the whole tnL_{ctT-s'l'-

Exmprastrum canTHARIDIs, Cantharides Plaster. Dub,

Take of Yellow Wax, Tallow, each a pound; Yellow Resin,
four ounces ; Cantharides, in fine powder, a pound. Sprinkle
the cantharides into the wax, tallow and resin melted together
a little before they become solid from cooling, and mix them
so as to form a -‘la!.;:--'u'_-r.

This is the plaster usually employed to raise a blister, an
effect produced from the action of the acrid matter of the
cantharides. It is of a softer consistence than the other
plasters, that it may admit of being spread without the as-
sistance of heat, which would impair the acrid quality. It
s .‘iiJI'l.'L'tL] on leather, and l'n:.‘finimh to be ;lpplit"d twelve hours
to in'c}t.!m'u q pt-rﬂ-(ri' blister : it is then removed ; the vesi-
cle is cut, and the inflamed surface is dressed with simple
cerate or plaster. In cases where it is of importance that
a blister should be raised with certainty, and speedily, it is
of advantage to sprinkle a little of the powder of canthari-
des on the surface of the plaster when spread. Washing
the part previousky with vinegar, is also useful to insure the
effect. Camphor is sometimes mixed with the blistering
composition, on the supposition that it prevents the stran-
.gury, which is sometimes produced by a large blister ; but
it appears to have no such virtue, and this painful symptom
is more effectually obviated by the free use of diluents while
the blister is applied,—a practice always proper where the
system s irritable, or even in commnon cases where the

blister is large.

e . -
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EMPLASTRUM MELOES VESICATORIT composrrus., Compound

Plaster of Cantharides. Ed.

Take of Venice Turpentine, eighteen parts ; Burgundy Pitch,
Cantharides, of each twelve parts; Yellow Wax, four parts;
Sub-acetite of Copper, two parts; Mustard Seed, Black Pep-
per, of each one part. To the Burgundy pitch and wax melted,
add the turpentine. While these are melted and still warm,
add the other ingredients mixed and rubbed to a fine pewder,

stirring t.'t.'ll.-'ttlnﬂ;l.'. 50 as to form a plaster.

It occasionally happens, that the common plaster of can-
tharides is insufficient to excite a blister, even when itssur-
face has been sprinkled over with powdered cantharides.
IE] !“1[L‘51 [_'.;,'U:(,"ﬁ, or even i“ [_J:]l(_']-.‘} \.TI]'}:J'{' iT ih’ “lff'i'.‘!:“lll'}- 1{]:‘”
a blister should be quickly raised, and where the system is
not easily affected, as in comatose diseases, this more power-
ful composition may be employed.  Its operation is accom-
panied with a very pungent sensation of heat. The appli-
cation of it ought not to be continued too long, as it might

induce ulceration; and from the oreater acrimony of this

i
<

than of the common epispastic, still more precaution ought

to be taken against the occurrence of strangury.

e

EmprastrRum Ammoxiact, Ammoniac Plaster. Lond.

Take of Gum-Resin of Ammoniac, purified, five ounces ;
Acetic Acid, half a pint. Dissolve the ammoniac in the vine-
gar; then evaporate the liquor in an iron vessel by the heat of

a water-bath, stirring it until it attain a proper consistence.

Under this form, gum-ammoniac is applied as a discu-

tient, and sometimes also as a remedy in tinea capitis ; and
as it 1s occasionally used, the London College have rece

od it as an officingl ;1;'-_-11:11.'.ui.m.
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EMPLASTRUM AMMONIACI CUM HYDRARGYRO, Plaster of Am-
moniac with Quicksilver. Lond.

Take of Purified Ammoniac, one pound ; Purified Quicksil-
ver, threec ounces ; Sulphurated (il, one fluidrachm, Rub the
quicksilver with the sulphurated oil until the globules disap-
pear ; then add gradually the ammoniac melted, and mix them.

EMPLASTRUM AMMONIACI CUM HYDRARGYRo, Plaster of Am-

moniac with Quicksilver. Dub.

Take of Pure Gum Ammonidc, a pound ; Purified Quicksils
ver, three ounces ; Turpentine, two drachms. Rub the quick.
silver with the turpentine, until the globules dj_x:\.ppc':i!', then

add gradually the ammoniac melted, and melt them tocether.

This is similar to the simple mercurial plaster, its discu-

tient and stimulant powers being perhaps somewhat pro.

moted by the ammoni It is applied to the same |

Emprasrrum coming.  Cumin Plaster. Lond,

Take of Cumin Seeds, Caraway Seeds, Bay Berries, of each
three ounces; Burgundy Pitch, three pounds ; Yellow Wax,
three ounces. To the pitch and wax melted, add the other in-
gredients rubbed to powder, and mix then.

This has been applied to the region of the stomach as a

moderate stimulant in hysterie affections and flatulent cho-

lic, but 1t cannot be supposed to be of any advantace.

Emprastrum opir, Opium Plaster, Lond.

Take of Hard Opium in powder, half an ounce; Frankin-
cense bruised, three ounces: Plaster of Lead, a pound. Tg
the plaster melted, add the frankincense and opium, and mix
them.

Opium has sometimes been used as an anodyne, by ex-

ternal application, with advantage, as, for example. in re

i
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416 PLASTERS.

lieving the pain of toothach. ~This plaster, newly introdu=-
ced into the London Pharmacopeeia, is designed to afford
a form of applying it, though the more usual mode of ex-
tending a piece of opium softened between the fingers on

y to be preferred, as even more ef-

leather or silk is probab

ﬁ‘t‘tll::].

EuPLASTRUM PIcis coMpositual, Compound Pitch Plaster.
Lond.

Take of Burgundy Pitch, two pounds; Frankincense, on

pound ; Yellow Resin, Yellow Wax, of each four ounces; Ex-
yréssed Oil of Nutmeg, one ounce. To the pitch, resin and
I {

wax, melted together, add first the frankincense, then the

of nutm and mix them together, ,

s
Bureundy pitch is in common use as a rubefacient, wui
urg Y Pi - ‘ommon use as a rubelacient, ul-
der the form of plaster. The addition of the other in-
. ¥ L 1 1 £ e o . i
gredients of this compound piaster may render if
g :
more stimulating, and the wax adds to its tenacity, and

gi\'uﬂ to the l'rl:lx'[';'s' i klh‘l_' L'Ull'ill:‘ii.L".]i:."«.‘p

EMPLASTRUM CALEFACIENS. Warm Plaster. Dub.
Take of Burgundy Pitch, seven parts; Plaster of Cant harides,
one part. Mix them melted :n;g--:!u-r with o moderate heat,

and form a plaster.

By the addition of this small proportion of cantharides,

the stimilating pewer of the Burgundy pitch is still more

increased than by the articles added in the preceding com-

position. This accordingly affords a very excellent rube

facient, which is frequently employed.

EMPLASTRUM AROMATICUM. Aromatic Plaster. Dub,

Take of Frankincense, three ounces; Yellow Wax, half an

L

&
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ol ounce ; Cinnamon Bark in powder, six drachms ; Essential Oil

rd of Pimento, Essential Qil of Lemons, of each two drachms.

K- Melt the frankincense and wax together, and strain. As they

Ol thicken on cooling, mix in the powder of cinnamon, rubbed
of- with the oils, and form a plaster,

This is designed as a stomachic plaster, being applied

to the region of the stomach in some forms of dyspepsia.

Cr. It ();_1ghl_ to be :l]'.'r;'i_\'.‘:i L‘KIi.;I11}‘101';1{11;10:_1:]}' l:g';_-l]m'{»d, as [hf_

essential oils are soon volatilized.

11
CATAPLASMATA.—CATAPLASMS.
=% CAaTAPLASMA FERMENTI. Yeast Cataplasm. Lond.
= ; Take of Flour, a pound; Yeast of Beer, half a pint. Mix
. and apply a ;;rem!u heat until the mixture begins to rise.

The yeast, mixed with the flour, and aided by the heat,
soon excites fermentation, and the cataplasm in this state
has been applied with much advantage as an anodyne in
sainful and irritable sores, and as an antiseptic in ulcera-

it tion, attended with feetorsdts efficacy depends on the
carbonic acid gas evolved by the fermentative process.
”.\‘ CararLAsma sinapris, Mustard Cataplasm. Lond.

! Take of Mustard Seeds, Lintseed, of each in powder, half
T a pound; Vinegar, warm, as much as is sufficient. Mix, so as
to obtain the consistence of a cataplasm.

CATAPLASMA SINAPEOS. Mustard Cataplasm. Dub,

Take of Mustard Seed in powder, Crumb of Bread, of each
half a pound ; Wine Vinegar, as much as is necessary. Mix

qn so as to form a cataplasm. The mustard cataplasm may be

- £)
YOL. 1] “ D
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418 CATAPLASMS.

made more acrid by addine two ounces of Horse Radish

Hoot scraped down.

The Mustard Cataplasm, or Sinapism, is the composi-
tion usually applied as a stimulant to the soles of the feet,
in typhus, where there is a determination to the head, and
in comatose affections. It acts as a very powerful rubefa-
cient ; its action is attended with a sense of heat and pain,
which soon become urgent, and hence, when applied n 4
state of coma, the application ought not to be continued
too long. It operates on the same principle as a blister,
and differs principally in its effect being more quickly ob-
tained, and being more powerfully stimulant to the general
system, without producing the same extent of superficial
inflammation.
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