CHAP. XXII.
ELECTUARIA—ELECTUARIES.

r L s
j Hi1s ferm is applied to that form of compound medicines

where the consistence is nearly that of thick honey. An
electuary 1 composed, in general, of a powder reduced to
the proper consistence by the addition of syrup or muci-
lage. It is a proper form for administering medicines which
are not very disagreeable in their taste or flavour ; and, ex-
cept in a few officinal preparations, it 1s an extemporane-
ous prescription, as when long kept it is liable to become
too thick and adhesive from the evaporation of part of its
moisture. Dry powders generally require twice their weight
of syrup to bring them to the due consistence ; and syrup
is preferable to mucilage, as the electuary made with the
former does not so soon become dry. The common dose
of an electuary rarely exceeds two tea-spoontuls, and is sel-
dom less than a tea-spoonful ; any very active medicine,
which requires to be given in a smaller dose, being usually
administered under the form of bolus.

The London College have united the Electuaries with
the Conserves, as they are both compositions of vegetable
matter with sugar, and are of similar consistence ; and have
given to them the common name of Confections. In con-
serves, however, the addition of the saccharine matter is in

much larger proportion, and is designed to preserve the ve-
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ELECTUARIES. 369

getable matter ; in electuaries, the syrup is designed mere-

ly to communicate the required form. The Ldinburgh

College retain the distinction of conserves, and the indivi-

dual preparations which have this name have been already

considered.

ELECTUARIUM AROMATICUM. Aromatic Electuary. Ed.
Take of Aromatic Powder, one part; Syrup of ()|-;-_ng;4_';=]’\'{~1,
two parts. DMix, beating them well together, so as to form an

electuary.

Coxnrrcrio AnoMATIcA, Aromatic Confection. Lond.

Take of Cinnamon Bark, Nutmegs, each two ounces; Cloves,
one ounce ; Cardamom Seeds, hall an ounce; Saffron dried,
two ounces ; Prepared Shells, sixteen ounces; Refined Sugar,
two pounds ; Water, a pint. Triturate the dry substances to-
gether into a fine powder, then add the water gradually, and
mix then so as to form an uniform mass.

EvLectuarium AromaTicum, Aromatic Electuary., Dub.

Take of Cinnamon, Nutmeg, each half an ounce ; Refined
Sugar, Safiron, each one ounce; Cardamom Seeds, freed from
the r'-‘!;;:-nlc!*\ Cloves, each two drachms ; ]-’:'l'{rilJitatL'il Chalk,
two ounces ; Syrup of Orange, as much as necessary. Reduce
the aromatics separately to powder ; then mix them with the

"_\ I lJiJ.

The composition of the Ralinhm‘gh Ph;l!':n:lfn[]ir_~i.-1 is the
Mosi n]lih}lj{. of i['.:‘w; in that of the London and Dublin
Pharmacopeeias, the carbonate of lime is foreign to the ob-
ject of the combination, though, as it has long had a place,
it is still retained. [Either electuary is a grateful aromatic
preparation, occasionally combined with other medicines,
or made the basis of cordial or carminative mi,\iu-,-&, re-
quiring merely for this purpose to be diffused in water with

ittle -\S‘J'lel-
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350 ELECTUARIES.

EfEOTUARIUM CASSLE FISTULE. Elcu:-.h‘sr:.' of Purging Cas-
sia. Ed.

Take of the Pulp of Cassia in pods, four parts ; P

marind, Manna, of each one part; Syrup of Pale Rose, four
parts. Dissolve the manna beat in a mortar, with a gentle heat,
in the syrup; then add the lruf}'_\. ani, 11}' a continued heat, re-
duce the mixture to a proper consistence.

Conrectio cassix. Confection of Cassia. Lond.

Take of Fresh Pulp of Cassia, half a pound ; Manna, two
ounces ; l’u[p of Tamarind, an eunce; .‘4",,*1'1.1.5! of Rose, half a
pint. Bruise the manna, then dissolve it in the syrup by the
heat of a water-bath ; mix in the pulps, and evaporate to a pro-
per consistence.

Ere

Take of Pulp of Cassia, recently extracted, half a pound;

ZTUARIUM cAssia®, Electuary of Cassia. Dub.

Manna, two ounces; Pulp of Tamarinds, an ounce; Syrup of
Orange, half a pound, Dissolve the manna bruised, with a mo-
derate heat, in the syrup; then add the pulps, and reduce the

mixture by.slow evaporation to the due consistence.

This electuary affords a mild laxative, which operates in
the dose of an ounce. I'rom the predominance of the pulps
and the saccharine matter, it is liable, however, to become
sour on keeping ; it is also inferior in activity to the next
electuary, which is equally pleasant, and hence, it is so lit-

tle used, that it is never found in the shops.

ELECTUARIUM CASSIE SENNZ, olim ILlectuarium Len

Electuary of Senna. Ed.

Take of the Leaves of Senna, eight ounces; Coriander Seeds,
four ounces; Liquorice Root, three ounces; Figs, Pulp of
Prunes, of each one pound ; Pulp of Tamarind, half a pound ;
Refined Sugar, two pounds and a half. Bruise the senna witl
the coriander seeds, and separate by passing through a sieve

ten ounces of the mixed powder, Doil the residuum with the
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figs and the liguorice in four pounds of water to one half; then
express and strain. Reduce the strained liquor, by evapora-
tion, to about a pound and a half. Afterwards add the sugar,
so @s to make a syrup. Add this syrup gradually to the pulps,
and, lastly, mix in the powder.

Conrecrro senna, Confection of Senna.  Lond.

Take of Senna Leaves, eight ounces; Figs, a pound ; Pulp
of Tamarind, Pulp of Cassia, Pulp of Prune, of each half a
pound ; Coriander Seeds, four ounces ; Liquorice Root, three
ounces; Refined Sugar, two pounds and a half, Beat the sen-
na leaves with the coriander seeds, and separate ten ounces of
the mixed powder by a sieve. Boil the remainder with the figs
and the liquorice root in four pints of water to one-half; then
express and strain. Evaporate the strained liguor in a water-
bath until only a pint and a half remain, then adding to it the
sugar, form a syrup. Lastly, rub the pulps with the syrup,
and sprinkling in the powder passed through the sieve, mix the
whole together.

ECECTUARIUM SENNE, Electuary of Senna. Dub.

Take of Senna Leaves in fine powder, four ounces; Pulp of
Prunes, a pound ; Pulp of Tamarinds, two ounces ; Syrup of
Brown Sugar (Molasses), a pint and a half: Essential Oil of
Caraway, two drachms. Boil down the pulps in the syrup to
the consistence of honey ; then add the powder, and, when the
mixture cools, the oil ; lastly, mix them all well together.

This electuary is in common use as a mild and pleasant
purgative. Its dose is six drachms, or an ounce; and it
is sometimes rendered more active by the addition of a lit-
tle jalap, or super-tartrate of potash. The electuary of the
Dublin Pharmacopeeia, though more simple than the o-
thers, must be less g:‘nl&'lil], from cumaining S0 l:n*\g;e a pro-
portion of molasses ; and the oil of caraway will communi-

cate rather too much pungency fo a medicine in this form.
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ELECTUARIUM BMIMOS/E CATECHU, Confectio Japonici

£

Electuary of Catechu. Ed.
Take of Extract of Catechu, four ounces ; Kino, three oun-

o] et r ¢ :
ces; Bark of Cinnamon, Nutmeg, of each one ounce ; Opium,

diffused in a sufficient quantity of Spanish White Wine, one
drachm and a half; Syrup of Red Rose, boiled to the consis
tence of honey, two pounds and a quarter. IReduce the solid
ingredients to powder, and, mixing with them the opium and
syrap, form an Clﬁ't!.ll::i‘l‘.'.

ELECTUARIUM CATECHU composiTuM. Compound Electuary of

Catechu. Dub.

Take of Catechu, four ounces; Cinnamon, two ounces; Kino,
three ounces. Rub them into powder; then add of Hard Pu-
rified Opium, a drachm and a half; diffused in Spanish White
Wine; Syrup of (-}l'ng_y_‘i' beiled to the consistence of honey, two

pounds and a quarter. Mix the whole.

[n this electuary, the more powerful vegetable astringents
are i't'r!nlh:ln'tl:} -'hl'_l,' are rendered moiy f.ﬁ}‘.‘l.l'_L'jtll !.':'.' the ;li.i-r
dition of the aromatics, and the efficacy of the composition,
as a remedy in diarrheea, is increased by the opium, It is
the basis of the common extemporancous astringent mix-
tare 3 two drachms of it being diffused with a little syrup
in six ounces of water, and a table-spoonful of this being
taken three or four times a-day. One grain of opium is
contained in rather more than three drachms.

tuarium Thebaicum. Opiate

ELECTUARIUM OPIATUM, ofim Llec

Electuary. Ed.

Take of Aromatic Powder, six ounces; Virginian Snake-
root, rubbed to a fine powder, three ounces; Opium, diffused
in a sufficient quantity of Spanish White Wine, half an ounce;
Syrup of Ginger, one pound. Mix, so as to form an electuary,
Coxnrecrro orir.  Confection of Opium. Lond.

Take of Hard Opium, rubbed to powder, six drachms ; Lon;
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Pepper, an ounce ; Ginger-root, two ounces ; Caraway Seeds,
three ounces ; Syrup, a pint.. Rub the opium with the syrup
heated, then add the other ingredients ground to powder, and
mix them.

This is a substitute for compositions once highly cele-
brated, and which have long kept their place in the Phar-
macopeeias of Europe, the Mithridate and Theriaca, which
at one pq_-riml consisted of above an hundred I.I'I‘f_':!'l,'[]ii,_"lff.k'.
{)Pinln ;l!?'lt‘lil'l:d, amid this 13'.1'1':1_51':“ to be the il.]!_}:l'f'l'lil.‘]'t(
of predominating power, modified principally by aroma-
tics ; they have been, therefore, gradually reformed into
the present preparation, and even it is scarcely used. Each
drachm, prepared according to the formula in the Edin-
I:m'gh l‘h::1“111;1111}111&:5. contains a grain and a half of opi-
um ; and rather more in that prepared by the prescription
of the London College, thirty-six grains of the latter con
taining one grain.

-

IT remains to take notice of’ those Electuaries or Con
fections as thev are named, peculiar to the London or Dub-

lin Pharmacepoeias.
i

Coxrectio aAnmyGpar®, . Almond Confection. Lond.

l'ake of Sweet Almonds, an ounce ; Gum Arabic in powder,
a drachm : Refined Sugar, half an ounce. The almonds having
been [ll'l"\'I-F_iH.‘-]:\ macerated in water, and their external [M'“;l:]:-
removed, beat the whole together, until they form an uniform
nass.

“u:: 15 1INntroduced as L!fn,_lu.'r.l-__' an easy and convenient

J.|ln[]ﬁ{_r[-}u',';t':!LIJ'-::| e almond emulsi

emporaneously ;

41 [;11_1_41-;): this conlection :{il".'.i.l'i.'__'

usion in water
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Coxrrctio RUTE. Confectio of Rue, Lond.

Take of the Dried Leaves of Rue, Caraway Seeds, Bay Ber-
vies, of each an ounce and a half; Sagapenum, half an ounce;
Black Pepper, two drachms; Clarified Honey, sixteen ounces.
Triturate the dry ingredients into a fine powder; then having
added the honey, mix them all together.

This is intended as the basis of a moderately stimulating
enema, sometimes given in the hysteric paroxysm, and in
flatulent colic.

Coxrecrio scammonrE.  Confection of Scammony. Lond.
Take of Scammony powder, an ounce and a half; Cloves,
bruised, Ginger-Root in powder, of each six drachms; Oil of
Caraway, half a fluidrachm ; Syrup of Rose, as much as may
be necessary, Triturate the dry substances into a very fine
Pr.ﬂ.\’dn:]‘,‘ then having added the syrup, rub them again; and,
adding the oil of caraway, mix them together.
ELeEcTUARIUM scaMMoN1&. Electuary of Scammony. Daub.
Take of Scammony, Ginger-Root, of each reduced to pow-
der, an ounce ; Oil of Cloves, a scruple ; Syrup of Orange, as
much as is sufficient. Mix the ginger, rubbed to powder, with
the syrup; then add the scammony, and, lastly, the oil.

This is a stimulating cathartic, not very frequently em-

ployed. Its dose is from half a drachm to a drachm.
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