CHAP. XXl
PULVERES.—— POWDERS.
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1 ii1s is the simplest form of composition of medicines,
| |

the different articles -Il.'il"-j-_-' merely reduced to i:u\nh-r, and

mixed together. It is adapted to the exhibition of such
remedies as are not ungrateful, and such as are not liable
to lose their virtues by keeping; and is usually an impro-
per form for those which are !ﬂl'r.!_-l', acrid or foetid, which
require to be given in a large dose, or which are not easi-
Iy diffused in water, the vehicle in which powders are
usually taken. The dose of a }m!\'l_.l\'i' seldom exceeds a
drachm ; and if it require to be given only in a few grains,
‘¢ is better that it should be under the form of bolus.
When it is to be taken, it is merely diffused in water,

wine, or any other convenient venicle.

Purvis AROMATICUS. Aromatic Powder. Ed.

Take of Bark of Cinnamon, Cardamom Seeds, Ginger Root,
of each equal parts. Rub them into a very fine powder, which
is to be kept in a glass phial well stopt.

PuLvis cINNAMoMI composiTus, Compound Powder of Cin-
namorl. [.U_I';-|.

Take of Bark of Cinnamon, two ounces; Cardamom Seeds,

an ounce and a half; Ginger Root, an ounce ; Long Pepper,
:
half an ounce. Bub them together so as to form a fine powder
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Purvis AroMATICUS. Aromatic Powder. Dub.
Take of Bark of Cinnamon, two ounces: Cardamom Seeds,
freed from the capsules, Ginger, Long Pepper, of each an

ounce. Rub them together into powder.

[his combination of aromatics is desioned merely to
communicate to other compositions fragrance and pun-
gency, and to obviate the nausea which ungrateful medi-
cines are liable to excite. The' quantity added to a dose

is generally abont five grains.

Puivis asart compositus. Compound Powder of Asarabac-
én.  Ed.

Take of the Leaves of Asarabacca, three parts; the Leaves
of Marjoram, Flowers of Lavender, of each one part. Rub
them together to a powder.

Purvis asart comrositTus. Compound Powder of Asarabac-
ca. Dub.

Take of the Leaves of Asarabacca dried, an ounce : Flowers
of Lavender dried, two drachms. Rub them together, and

form a powder.

This is used as a mild errhine, forming the composition
known by the name of Herb Snuff. 'When snuffed in the
quantity of a few graips, it occasions sneezing and a dis-

charge of mucus, and is sometimes used in headach and

ophthalmia.

PuLvis CARBONATIS CALCIS coMrosiTus, ofim Pulvis Cretaceus.
{'nmi-{ui]nl Powder of Carbonate of Lime. Ed.
Take of Prepared Carbonate of Lime, four ounces; Bark of
Cinnamon, one drachm and a half; Nutmeg, half a drachm.

Rub them together to powder.

This is designed to be used as a grateful antacid. It

- tha " =, N P
iven in the dose of one drachm.
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PuLvis crRETE compositus. Compound Powder of Chall.
Lond.
1 Take of Prepared Chalk, half a pound; Bark of Cinnamon,
four ounces: Tormentil Root, Gum-Arabic, of each three
ounces; Long Pepper, half an ounce. Reduce them separate-

ly to powder, and mix them,

. [n this composition, though analogous to the preced-
e ing one, the proportion of the aromatics is larger, and the
addition of the tormentil root renders it more astringent.
It is used to relieve diarrheea arising from acidity, being

aiven in the dose of half a drachm or a drachm.

,: PyLvIs CRET/E COMPOSITES CUM OPRIO. Componnd Powder of
: Chalk with Opium. Lond.
Take of Compound Powder of Chalk, six ounces and a half;

. Hard Opium, rubbed to powder, four scruples. Mix them.
5 The addition of opium to astringents and antacids, when
d given in diarrheea, 1s a common pr:u'ti:"r:-, and this formula

affords a convenient composition of this kind. Its dose is
1 one scruple, or hall a drachm. Two scruples contain one
o grain of apium.

Purvis JaLApE compositus. Compound Powder of Jalap.
! Ed.

Take of the Powder of the Root of Jalap, one part; Super-
Tartrate of Potash, two parts. Rub them together into a very

fine puwd(:r.

This combination affords an excellent purgative, less sti-
mulating, and less liable to excite griping than the jalap
alone. It is given in the dose of a drachm or a drachm
and a half; and in dropsy, as a hydragogue cathartic, to

the extent of two drachms,
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PuLvis tecACUANHE ET orw1, olim Pulvis Doveri. Powder o

Ipecacuanha and Opium. Ed.

Take of the Powder of the root of Ipecacuanha, Opium, of
cach one part ; Sulphate of Potash, eight parts. Rub them to-
gether into a fine powder.

PULVIS IPECACUANHE COMPOSITUS, Compound Powder of Ipe-
cacuanha. Lond.

Talke of Root of ﬁ::_-:':.: uanha in powder, Hard Opium in
powder, of each a drachm Sulphate of Potash, one ounce,
Mix them.

PULVIS IPECACUANILE CoMPOSITUS. Compound P wder

Ipecacuanha. Dub.

T'ake of Ipecacuanha Root, Hard Purified Opi

reduced to powder, one drachm : Sulphate of Potash, one

ounce. Rub them together, and form a powder.

T'his composition, Dover’s Powder,, has long been esta-

blished in practice, and is one of those useful combina

hlcl=

tions, which experience, or rather accident discovers

powers of which could not have been inferred 4 prioii
from the known operation of it iJ:;;!‘utliu-l:':. It afli

one of the best examples of the power which one medicine
has of modifying the action of another, the ipecacuan ren-
dering the operation of the opinum, as a sudorific, much

more certain than it otherwise would [u,-, and ;1,]|]1|'-.-.:'i:‘.:-' al-

so to diminish its narcotic effect, so that the composition
can be given with safety in pure inflammatory affections,
in which opium alone would be hazardous. The sulphate
ol potash serves to divide the particles of the opium and
ipecacuan, and mix them more intimately ; and such is the
advantage derived from it, that, as Dr Blane has remark-
ed, the opium and ipecacuan alone, mixed in the above
proportions, have not the same effect. Fence, too, the
operation of the ptmcfn'r IS :1!11.':1:,':-; more certain when it hae

been triturated to a great degree of fineness, and the di

P
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l"-.'t'lil‘-lis 111 some of !hr'- Ph;li-':_,,.__;351;-::1-:- are 1n t 18 respect
illl]l{‘l‘ﬂ-t".- This 11[1\'-'IEL:r' is the most ;‘.u\.‘,':-rjlﬂ and certain
sudorific we possess. Its medium dose is fifteen grains,
the operation of which is to be assisted by the sweating re-
gimenj and frequently it is necessary 1o oive additional
smaller doses at intervals, to produce sweat. s principal

» is in acute rheumatism ; but 1t is prvm:.l‘ilwd in all cases

with propriety where full sweating is to be induced.

Purvis oriaTus. Opiate Powder. Ed.

Take of Opium, one part; I’repared Carbonate of Lime,
iine parts. Rub them together to a fine powder.

This is desioned as a convenient form for administering

opium. Ten grains contain 2 arain of opium, and form &

medium dose. It is however little used.

Purvis corng vstr cum orio. Powder of Burnt Hartshorn
with Opium. Lond.

l'ake of Hard Opium rubbed to powder, one drachm; Burnt
and Prepared Hartshorn, an ounce; Cochineal in powder, a
lrachm. Mix them.

This, in the former edition of the Pharmacopceia, had
the name of Pulvis Opiatus, which has been changed to its
present appellation, as being less liable to be confounded
with Powder of Opium. A little cochineal is added to
give it colour. The burnt hartshorn (]i‘.'-kllt'-i the opium,
and from its hardness and grittiness is better adapted to
this than the chalk of the preceding preparation. One

in of opium is contained in ten .of the powdex.

1

Purvis scaMmonit compositus,  Compound Powder of Scam-

mony. Ed.
Take of Scammony, .""L:ilé':'-riI:LI'i.E'.l".i_' of [’1::';1_-}5__ of each ‘-"'1'“-'-}:

arts., Rub them together into a very fine powder
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Scammony given alone, is liable to act as a purgative
rather with violence, while its operation is at the same
time somewhat uncertain. By the addition of the super-

tartrate of potash, its cathartic operation is rendered more

certain and less irritating. It is also preferred to the
scammeony alone, as a hydracogue cathartic. Its dose i

from ten to twenty grains.

Puorvis scammontt compositus. Compound Powder of Scam
mony. Lond,
Take of Scammony, Hard Extract of Jalap, of each two
ounces; (inger, half an ounce. Rub them separately into a

very fine powder, then mix them,

This composition, though under the same name as the
preceding one, is of a very different nature; the stimula-
ting operation of the scammony not being corrected, but
rather increased by the addition of the extract of jalap.
The ginger will communicate an aromatic pungency, and
obviate griping. The compound is a strong cathartic, Its

medium dose is ten grains.

PULVIS SULPHATIS ALUMING COMPOSITUS, olim Pulfvis S yplics

Compound Powder of Sulphate of Argi
Take of Sulphate of Alumine, four parts; Kino, one part

Rub them together into a fine powder.
This being a eombination of two powerful astringents,

o

s been sometimes used internally in menorrhagia, in re-
peated doses of ten or fifteen grains, and externally as

styptic application to bleeding wounds.
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ki I'ue following Powders have a place in the London or
E Dublin Pharmacopeeia, without any preparations corre-
8 sponding to them in the Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia,

: PuLvis ALOES COMPOSITUS. Compound Powder of Alogs,
Lond.
Take of Socotorine Aloes, one ounce and a half: Guaiac
Gum-Resing one ounce ; Compound Powder of Cinnamon, halt
! an ounce. Rub the aloes and guaiae separately into powder ;
then mix them with the compound powder of cinnamon.
o Purvis aLogs cuM auAraco, Powder of Aloes with Guaijac,
a Dub.
Take of Hepatic Aloes, an ounce and a half'; Gum-Resin of
Guaiae, an ounce ; Aromatic Powder, half an ounce. Rub the
“'_ aloes and guaiac separately to powder ; then mix them with the
aromatic powder.
b This combination of aloes with guaiac is designed as a
1 stimulating aperient, and may be given in a dose of fificen

or twenty grains, The form of powder is however very ill
adapted to the exhibition of a substance so bitter and nau-
seous as aloes, or of resinous substances, such as guaiac ;

and the composition is therefore little used.

Purvis arors cum caNerra. Powder of Aloes with Canellas
Dub.
Take of Hepatic Aloes, one pound; White Canella, three

ounces. Rub them separately to powder; then mix them.

This had a place in the former edition of the London
i-’h-.u‘n]:u-ul;e:[‘ial, but is now thrown out. The canella ¢o-
vers the unpleasant flavour of the aloes; and this combi-
nation is sometimes used as a warm slinm!ulfn_a_;' cathartic,

not under the form of powder, but made into a tincture, by
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infusing it in spirit. A composition of this kind, designed
for this purpose, has long been kept in the shops, under the

name of Hiera Picra.

PuLvis CONTRAXERVE COMPOSITUS. Compound Powder of

Contrayerva. Lond.
Take of Contrayerva Root, rubbed to powder, five ounces ;

Prepared Shells, one pound and a half. Mix them.

This is a composition which has long kept its place in

the Pharmacopceias, and has been often reformed. It is

scarcely adapted to any important purpose, or possessed of

any advantage. It has been given as a tonic and stimulating

diaphoretic, in a dose of half a drachm, or two scruples.

PuLvis KINO COMPOSITUS, {,'.-.‘.n:l'.mz.-;._i Powder of Kino. Lond.

Take of Kino, fifteen drachms; Cinnamon Bark,
- 1 1 gy = 1 v -
ounce ; Hard Opium, a drachm. Triturate them separately in-

to a very fine powder, then mix them.

Kino is one of the most powerful vegetable astringents.

The cinnamon will communicate to it a grateful aromatic
flavour and piungency, and the addition of the opium will
render it a more powerful remedy in diarrheea. Yet the
form of powder does not appear to be well adapted to its
administration ; nor does there appear any ;::J:'I_'_L'Lt_:.l.l‘ redq-
son for introducing this as an officinal preparation. One
part of opium is contained in twenty, and it may be given

in a dose from ten to twenty g:':':i:h.

Purvis sennm composiTus.  Compound Powder of Senna,

T.ond.

Take of Leaves of Senna, Super-Tartrate of Potash, of each

1
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immony, half an ounce ; Ginger, two drachms.

WO ounces ;

Itub the :-L':i]:;::L!Ii!_'\ ‘-'l"ll',LI".'l[L‘Jj'. the others t{‘l,-_lyu.th[-:'l into a fine

powder, and mix them,

This may be employed as a E’“".la"-'”i“\! in a dose of from
|.Lt]! 1 drachm to a drachm. The senna is, however, so
rior in |~rn er to the scammony, that there appears to

e little advantage in their combination, nor is the form of

_:rrm',z-'\h.-r well :a:luptc'(! to their exhibition.

Puorvis TRAGACANTILE COMPOSITUS. ('-umpound Powder of
Tragacanth., Lond.
Take of T

der, Starch, of each one ounce and a half; Refined Sugar,

"'1(‘1|1:[EI, rubbed to pow der, Gum Arabic in pow-

three ounces. Triturate the starch and sugar together into
powder, then having added the tragacanth and the gum Arabie,
mix them all together.

This combination ul'mutilha,;ﬂ nous substances may be em-
ployed for the general purposes of demuleents, in the dose
of a drachm, or two drachms frequently repeated. But it

ippears to be a very !-;‘.i]JL']'th)HF-} composition.
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