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INFUSIONS. i
viate flatulence, or as a vehicle to cover the taste of un-
pleasant medicines,

INFUSUM VALERIAN %, Infusion of Valerian. Dub.

Take of the Root of Valerian, in coarse powder, two
drachms : Hniling Waler, seven ounces. l)i;_fi'.wt. for an IJOL‘[I‘,
and strain the liquor when it is cold,

Valerian is frequently taken in hysteric affections un-
der the form of infusion, and this will afford a prepara-
tion of proper strength. Its dose is from one to two

OU1ICes.

S e

CHAP. VIII.

OF MUCILAGES.

T'uE term Mucilage, understood as denoting a particula
preparation in Pharmacy, is applied to solutions of gummy
matter in water, sufficiently concentrated to have a certain
degree of viscidity ; or to similar solutions obtained by the
maceration of water on vegetables, in which this kind of
matter abounds. They are principally employed as vehicles
for other substances, either to suspend powders in liquids,
to diffuse oils or resinous matter in water, or to give form
and tenacity to pills.

Muciraco amxrt.  Starch Mucilage. Ed.

Take of Starch, half an ounce; Water, one pound. Rub



i
' -l

the starch, with the water gradually added to 1ty then beil them
for a short time.

MUCILAGO AMYLI. Lend,
A s S : : ! g
1dke of .“\I.i:'{"::_. é|4:'t'q' l:i'.lL'iIIL;_-<: 1“:|Tt=". 1 i,-ij_‘-, |L'_I;.!] Lhe
starch with a little of the water dropt upon it; t

hen boil, u
it form a mucilage.
MuoiLaco amyLi. Starch Mucilage. Dub.

Take of Starch, half an ounce; Water, a Pint. Rub the
stareh, adding the water gradually ; then boil a little,

Starch is the
ld

latinous solution. This starc h-mucilage i

: : . ;
fecula of wheat, and though insoluble in

C

water, is dissolved by boiling water, and forms g ee.

s used as a '.'l'l;jri'

for giving opium under the form of

enenma.

MUCILAGO ASTRAGALT
Tragacanth., Ed.

Take of Gum 'J‘I_'.:-,'__.:r,' urth beat to powder

TRAGACANTHE.

| ri
J'.l'::_';’ '\".":H’.L-J‘._. {-i:{fll' ounces. ?‘-r’.!l"{"l','i;',' for tw 1r hi Ire, €
rub the gum carefully, that it may be dissolved - then ain

through linen,

MuciLAGo cumm TR AGACANTILE, Dub.

! powder, two drachms ; Water,

Macerate in a close vessel until the

Take of Gum Tragacanth i
eight ounces, gum is dis
solved ; then strain the mucilage through linen,
Tragacanth is not easily dissolved in water, and, even
with the aid of heat, the viseid mucilaginous féti':;'lz' that
The proportion of
the gum to the water is rather large in the |

formed remains turbid and flocenlent.,

“dinburgh Phar-
macopoeia, but is ¢

esigned to form a stiff mucilage, t
used principally in mal

0O Do

{ing troches,

MUCILAGO MIMOSE xLoriciE. Mucilage of Gm Arah], . Ed

Take of Gum Arabic in powder, one part - Poiline Wiy er,
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DECOCTIONS. 4.f)
tWo parts. Digest with frequent agitation until the gum be
TP . | D T =i
dissolved ; then strain through linen.

MUCILAGO AcActzm,
! " I' | -L . b . | ~ L] -—
Take of Gumny Arabic in powder, four ounces ; Boiling Wa

ter, half a pint,

Mucilage of Gum Arabie, Lond.

Rub the gum with the water, gradually add-

ed until it form a mucilage.

MucinaGo cumur aranicr. Mucilage of Gum Arabic. Dub.
Take of Gum Arabic in coarse powder, four ounces; Boil-

ing Water, eight ounces. Digest them, agitating frequently, so

as to dissolve the gum ; then strain through linen,

Mucilage of cum Arabie is sometimes employed as the
basis of the common demulcent mixtures used in catarrh. Tt
IS more generally used as an agent in Pharmacy, to suspend
in water substances insoluble in that liquid, to diffuse oils

1N water, and for similar purposes.

CHAP, 1X.

) DECOCTIONS,

reg
l HE power of water as a H:,ni\'{-rgi, 15, like that of ali other

chemical agents, increased by heat. Hence, in general,
the active matter of vegetable substances is more complete-
|_'\' extracted 11_\' I;cli]iu:_;' them with water, than !3_‘; 1IMere in-
fusion, either cold or warm, the residuum in the one case
il-‘-itl:_;' found more inert than in the other.

It is not to be concluded, however, from this fact, that
the decoction is proportionally more powerful in medicinal
operation. On the CONLrary, lj.ii}i],f_-'h the active matter of

YOL. II.
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