FIXNED OILS.
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!ix]'t.‘usmm Oils are distinguished by their unct uosity and
insipidity, by being insoluble in water and in aleohol, in-
capable of volatilization without char nge, and by combin-

ing with the alkalis, { m*lmng soaps. They exist in the

fruit and seeds of vegetables, and are obtained by expres-
sion, or decoction with water. The former method is in oe-
neral to be preferred ; and to afford the oil pure it must

be performed without heat, which, though it favours the
I o
separation of the oil, communicates to it acrimony and

unpleasant flavour.

g
The process, however, is seldom per-

tormed in the ahn]za Lo preserve them from 11Lu:111'11u

rancid, they ought to be kept secluded from the air, this

change hcmu produced in them by absorption of OXygen.

A process in Pharmacy somewhat difficult is to mix

these oils with any watery fluid, so that they may be con-
veniently exhibited. It is usually done by the medium

mucilage, or of an alkali.

of
If triturated with mucils age, and

a small quantity of sugar, the oil is diffused through the

water, and a milky liquor is formed, in which, however,
the diffusion is rather imperfect. A combination more
complete and permanent is effected, by mhimr- ‘

a few t[lllih
of water of ammonia, or two or three rains

of sub-car-
bonate of potash, without the mucilace.
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FIXED OILS.

OLEUM AMYGDALX coMMUNIs. Oil of Almonds. Ed.
Take of Fresh Almonds any quantity. Bruise them in a

stone- martar, JllLlH\,L them in a he mpgn IH:. and f'}ipl'i‘t:s T.he

oil by a press without heat.

OULruMm AM¥GDALE, Almond Oil. Lond.
Macerate Almonds, either sweet or bitter, in cold water for
twelve hours, and bruise them; then, without applying any
faeat, express the oil.
Onrrom AMYGDATARUM. Oil of Almonds. Dub.
Bruise Fresh Almonds in a mortar, and express the oil with-
out heat, by a press.

This oil is the purest of the expressed oils, being limpid
and entirely free from odour or taste. It is used as a de-
muleent, and for the general medicinal purposes to which

expressed oils are applied.

OLeum 11Nt vsrrarissimr, Oil of Lintseed ; Oveuat
UNt.  Lond. and Dub. This oil is directed to be €X~

pressed in the same manner, from the seeds of the plant.

Being less pure, it is used only as an external application,

Usually, it is prepared on the large scale ; and to remove

the mucilage, heat is employed in the expression.

Oceum gicint, Castor Oil. Lond. Bruise the seeds,

from which the external pellicle has been remoy: ed, and ex-

press the oil without any application of heat.—This oil is
usually prepared in the West Indies by decoction, and is
milder than when obtained h_'l,' :-:-qn'._-:;e}u:;. Henee in the
Pharmacopcias of the other colleges, it is merely inserted
i the catalogue of the Materia Medica.

This is the case too with the Olive Qil, Orevym oLz
tunoex®E, which of all the expressed oils is most lurgely

cmploved 5 it is imported from the South of Eurupr&
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