ESCHAROTICS,

CHAP. XIX,

OF ESCHAROTICS.

" | . .
LSCHAROTICS are substances which erode or dissolve the

animal solids. This they do, either by combining with the
animal matter, and forming a soft pulp, or a species of es-
char, or by a resulting affinity, causing the elements of the
soft solids to enter into new combinations, whence their co-
hesion is subverted, and their composition is changed. In
both cases the life of the part is destroyed. They are em-
ployed principally to remove excrescences, to establish an
ulcer, or to change the surface of an ulcerated part, con-
verting it into a sumple sore ; and the principal distinction
among them is that founded on the energy of their action,—
some eroding merely the cuticle or external surface to which
they may be applied, as nitrate of silver, or sulphate of cop-
per ; others, as potash, producing the decomposition of the
animal matter to a much greater depth. 'The action of some
of them too, that of arsenic for r\:uhp]a-, appears to be se
far specific, that effects are obtained from their operation,

not easily obtained from the others,
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ESCHAROTICS.

ACIDA MINERALIA,

SUPER-SULPHAS ALUMIN/E ET POTASSE.

PoTAssa.

NITRAS ARGENTI.

MURIAS ANTIMONIL.

SULPHAS CUPRI,

ACETAS CUPRI.

MURIAS HYDRARGYRI.

SUB-NITRAS HYDRARCYRL. :
OXIDUM ARSENICI ALBUM.

JUNIPERUS SABINA.

TheE MiNgrAL AciDs act rapidly as escharotics, espe-
cially the sulphuric and nitric acids : but, frem their fluidity,

they can seldom be conveniently applied.

SUPER-SULPHAS ALUMINE ET POTASSE

. Alumen. Alum.

( l’;l;_;[' 276.)

Arum, from its excess of ac id, has a :!n'_'.,!'n" of escharotic

power ; and under the form of dried alum, in which its wa-
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‘T ol erystallization is expelled, is sometimes used in fine

brap PRIRERCYRE .
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powder, to check the growtlpof fungous excrescences from
ulcers. This powdenr, rubbed with a little sugar, is, from
the same property, applied to remove opaque specks from
the cornea.
Potassa. Potash. (Page 21. 572.)

PurE potash, in its solid state, forms a powerful escha-
rotic, which has long been in use under the name of Causti-
cum Commune Acerrimum. When its solution, before be-
ing evaporated entirely to dryness, is mixed with'a portion
of lime, its operation is rendered rather weaker: this pre-
paration is named Causticum Commune Mitius. Either of
them is made into a paste with soap, and applied to the part.
This application is frequently employed to establish an ulcer,
and sometimes in preference to incision to open a tumor: its
action is attended with a considerable degree of pain, and a
sense of burning heat ; after it is removed, a cataplasm is
applied, by which this is relieved, and suppuration establish-
ed. Mr Simmons has recommended potash in preference to
other escharotics, to prevent the effects from the bite of a
rabid animal ; it is applied freely to thebitten part; and the
preventative operation of excision, he has supposed, may be
vendered more eertain by touching the surface with potash.

NrTrAs ARGENTI. Nitrate of Silver. Causticum Lunare.

Lunar Caustic.

Thris preparation is obtained by dissolving silver in nitric
acid, evaporating the solution  to dryness, melting the mass
by a gentle heat, and while liquid running it into cylindrical
moulds, in which, as it cools, it becomes concrete. It is

the caustic which is in most common ‘use for checking the
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ESCHAROTICS. 475

srowth of fungous excrescences, or hanging the diseased
.urface of an ulcer, a little of it being dissolved in as small
a portion of water as is sufficient, and being applied by a
pencil to the part. ;
Murias antiMonti, Muriate of Antimony. (Page517.)
Tuis preparation of antimony has been used as an escha-
roticy, but being liquid, it is not easily confined to the part
on which it is designed to act, and it has no particular ad-

viantage 1o recommend it.

SULPHAS CUPRI. 5'-'1|I1:i1;m- of Copper. Vitriolum Ceeru.

leum. Blue Vitriol. (Page 217.)

Turs salt is a mild escharotic, and from this mildness of
its operation is adapted to particular cases. Its solution in
water is sometimes employed to change the diseased surface
of sores, especially of venereal sores ; and either in solution,
or in Ijn'-.\l1'_('|.' mixed with -any mild vegetable powder, it IS

Jl]lt]li,['dl_ 1O remove H|‘al'l'1x:~ On l]u;L' COVIECHR.

Verdigrease. (Page 218.)

SUB-ACETAS CUPRL.  Sub-acetate of Copper. ZErugo /Eris.

T'urs preparation is in frequent use as an escharoticy pri-
cipally to change the surface of foul ulcers, being applied
1 ’ -
under the form of ointment mixed with lard, In the same

form, it is :|i1]1!i=-1| s o stimulant in some kinds of oph-
thalmia.

Ofic. Prep.—<Ungt. Sub.acet. Cupr. Ed. Dub.—QOxy-
mel Avnginis. Dub. Lond.
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46 ESCHAROTICS,

Muniss HTDRARGYRI corrosivus. Corrosive Muriate of
Mereury. (Page 204.)

Tars preparation of mercury 1s occasionally employed as
an escharotic. Its solution in water, in the pl'l:|n:—l'1.im'1 of
one grain to the ounce, is in particular applied to venereal
ulcers. And still more dilute, it is sometimes used as a lo-

tion to ll:':'lu'!.it' eruptions,

SUB-NITRAS HYDRARGYRI. Sub-nitrate of Mercury.—

¥ fa -
(Page 202.)

This, the ed pree iiui;m of merenry as it has been nam-
ed, has long been in comuion use as an escharotic, and as a
stimulant application to foul and langumd ulcers. Reduced to
fine powder, it is sprinkled on the part, or it 1s applied mixed
with lard in the form of ointment ; for the preparation of
which, a formula is given in the Pharmacopeeias,

f}!].::'. Pre ‘.'a.-—l'ul",_I . Sub-mitr, H_\'lh"tl'ﬁ‘} r. Dub. Load. Ed.

Oxipum ARSENICI ALBUM. White Oxide of Arsenic

(I’;;;-_(: «20.)

WintTe oxide of arsenic has been frequently employed as
an external ;Lppiir::t[.m to cancer, and l]mu;;h it has been re-
sarded as in some measure specific, its immediate action is
that of an escharotic. It was [irst introduced as an empiri-
eal vemedy, and was applied, mixed with vegetable matter ;
a drachm of white arsenic, hive scruples of sulphur, an ounce
of the leaves of Meadow Crowfoot, and an ounce of Dogs-
fennel, being rubbed together, and a little of the powder
being made into a paste with the yolk of an egg: this, in a

few hours, formed an eschar, by which the diseased surface
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was changed ; and by exciting suppuration by the 1]-.},};.—-_.;,,,
tion of (_':H'_iFlL{nil]»G..r this was thrown off. It has since beer
used under the form of ointment or solution. The latier has
been supposed the least painful form, though perhaps it is
not the most effectual. Ten i’-'—l"ii"““ are dissolved in one ounce
of water, and this selution is applied by a pencil to the sort

It not unfrequently amends the discharge, causes the sore te
contract in size, and cases have even been related of its haw-
ing effected a cure.  Violent lancinating ]1::ii| 1S netime

1'OH1 1iE

[:1'11111'.(1'1'_ by its :rmﬂir;lii:m, and in some cases

continuance, the general system appears to be affected, and
L (= o ]
sr o . - {1
symptoms occur indicating affection of the stomachand lungs.
which cannot be relieved but by suspendine the application
| | B
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When these appear, the use of
and the effects already stated under the general history o
arsenic, (page 221.), as produced by its :Lmu'ir:l'i-:-: to an

"""““”h !-u'll_\:l"_:t'."-ﬂ the P ‘-LH".M_-. O Q'J:_!r_'-nh[-_-: 11 '.v,;1_'|3 mu )
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caution even externally, especially when it 1s applied to

exX( I}]'i;llk'l! --|.n'1-:1'. e. ('::_-1{'- anre on reco !._. 11 '.'.1lltl'll.} 'L‘I'l'll-l 1}‘.
00 J-,I'l'r '.a}'nTrlin ation of 'U in il|:w- Manneyr, violent l'-'Ji-:"-[l'.“E'n':I'J"I;i.‘
symptoms, with even a fatal termination, have been mduced.
Still, even with these disadvantages, the benefit derive d from
the :s}lhl'rr-.lt]r::_l of arsenic in scirrhus and cancer, has often
been so striking as to lead to 1ts occasional employment, ec-
-.1'11‘1'-::1'".\_ with the view of reducing the size of a cancerous
tumor or sorey or in llli.l'-l‘ cases where either the IJ;:[i( nt will
1ot submit fo the operation, or where it cannot be properly

ormed. The original mode of applying it by cataplasm

l'n‘.‘
is nrobably the most effectual, as changine the whole diseas.
| . 3
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478 LSCHAROTICS.

JUNIPERUS SABINA. Savine. (See page 364.)

are I:'i'l'l|ﬂl1}'L'(| as escharotic. The lmu'rlcr !‘-l'll'i"}il'.'(l on warts

ﬁl - - 1]

l , TuE leaves of savine possess an acrid power, whence they
: or excrescences removes them, by what kind of operation
]

* | is not very obvious. When made into an ointment with ]
i lard, it is used as an application to old ulcers, and to

gt some obstinate cutaneous affections : it has also been recom- * :
I‘ mended as superior to any other stimulating application in F
i exciting that degree of suppuration necessary to keep up a : I
}i purnlent discharge from an issue. This omtment has been p
}5 received as officinal in the London and Dublin Pharmaco- ;

H peeias.

1! Offic. Prep.~Cerat. Sabinz, Lond. Dub.—0Ol. Sabmne,
|

Ed. Dub.




DILUENTS.

FOURTH DIVISION.—OF MECHANICAL REMEDIES.

Tie 1ast subdivision of the classification includes those
classes of remedies, the operation of which is merely mecha-
nical. Under this I have placed Diluents, Demulcents, E-
mollients, and Anthelmintics. They are classes of compa-

ratively little importance.

CHAP. XAX.
OF DILUENTS.

1)11.1:-1-‘.?\'- vs have been defined, Substances which inerease the
fluidity of the blood, by augmenting the proportion of fluid
in it. Watery liquors, it 1 obvious, will have this operation
to a certain extent, and, strictly speaking, water is the only
proper diluent. But different mild substances are added to
it to render it ph-;lr;-.mi, and frequently to communicate to it
a demulcent quality, diluentsand demulcents being generally
employed to answer the same indications. With the formex
intention water is infused on scorched bread ; or a decoction
of bran is used. Gruel, which is a decoction of the grains

of the oat, freed from their husk, 18 the most common lubri-
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