ANTACIDS,

CHAP. XVII.

OF ANTACIDS.

I'EsE are remedies which obviate acidity in the stomach,
by combining with the acid and neutralizing it. The sub-
stances most powerful in exerting this kind of action, and
which can be employed, are the alkalis, and among the earths
I!l:l;;’lli'ki;l ;IllLl lime. 'l‘}ll"‘r are all used both in their pure
state and in that of carbonate, the carbonic acid being easily
disengaged by the acid in the stomach, and the base therefore
exerting its neutralizing power. They can be regarded only
a8 p:a!ll:tlivrm. the |n-uduvtinn of the acid being to be prevent-
ed by the administration of remedies capable of restoring the
tone of the stomach. They are employed in dyspepsia, and
in diarrheea arvising from acidity. The principal distinction
among them is, that some, such as magnesia, form with the
acid in the stomach a salt having a purgative effect ; others,

as lime, a salt apparently inert,
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ANTACIDS.

| PoTASSA.
SOoDA.

, AMMONIA.

B ALY

I MAGNESIA.

PorAssa, Potash,  (Page 21. 5/2.)

Tus alkali, the chemical characters of which have been
already noticed, is obtained from the incineration of the
woody parts of vegetables. The ashes are lixiviated, and by
evaporation the saline matter, consisting chiefly of sub-car-
bonate of potash, 1s procured. This forms the potash of
commerce ; it 18 pm-il'u-cl by a gecond solution in water and
|-\';|l1nl‘i‘-.lil!1l . and to ln'nl.rm‘v the Ln]k:ih, lime is aai(h,-{l to the
solution of this sub-carbonate : the whole is put upon a filtre,

so that the alkaline solution may pass slowly through the
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mass of lime ; the carbonic acid is abstracted by the lime,
and the potash passes through in solution, sufficiently pure .

for any medicinal .mp'.i:-;ili{ru. This solution (Ag. Potasse)
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is sometimes emploved to relieve the symptoms from acidity,
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here the generation of acid is constant and abundant, being
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riven in a dose of 15 l|i'{||1'- diluted in water. Its acrimony
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ANTACIDS.

renders it, however, an unpleasant remedy. The sub-carbo-
nate is occasionally employe d in solution, and the crystalliz-
t'LI neutral :"!L'iJrJ:::'.'l_', ' 14 10T li!-!lnil.L }J:|= been ;I'Illiii!lh ed
s a substitute, and has a place in the London Pharmaco-

|
I i an antacicdy unaer

poeli, it 18 still more irequer tlv used

¥, by i i bim »
the form of the super-carbonat a4 ".fiT f‘"litl-ﬁ'_:".sl]m:.'ul* Fa.

tassx ), prepared according to a formula mserted i the

Idinl wh Pharmac T i vhich 1 ¥ x A f erihocadrbo
.unl.lllll'_‘.ll ...1..].i|.n|m-..-.. 1 whichn an ounce of sub-carod-
¥ - - 1 1 1 s 1
nate of |,mi:+.--h 1s dissolved in ten pounds of water, and this
. p——" P ] Lom 1 o +] ¢
18 combined under & moderate pressure, with an excess ol
carbonic acid. By thi kalii
tasic 15 conceale -,l,, :l!:-! dadn 3 LCEHLEC
r 1 - 1
['he Liguor 1s taken as an pound
occasionally ; and proves useful n relieving the sympton

. + - i |4 i
lUlIIEl.ltJ wilh  acadity b the SLoNAacly IROL OLILY

mical agency of the alkali, but also by the grateful stimu-
lus of the carbonic ;*t'lll..

Sopa. Soda.

I'uis alkali 1s obtamed in the state ol carbonate, from the

saline matter, formed in the combustion of marine vegets
the barilla of commerce. In its pure state it as not x"-ii‘l_."l\n_‘--
ed -in medicine ; the crystallized sub-carbonate 1s used as

lithentriptic, and as.an antacid, in a dose of ten or fifteen
grains dissolved in water: the L'L_'-'l'..-i 1ized neutral carbo-
nate, which has g place in the London Pharmacopeeis, 18 MOLe
mild and gratetul, and may thevefore be }ll'l,'tllll'l'll. Super-
aturated with carbonic acid, under the form of the super
carbonated soda water, it is still more .:-L|;|1L"|‘ul., and 15 an an-

|;lL'J:! 1 COmimon usc. It 1S ;.'L'!:L:Iud 1|| l|LL' same manner as

L su

er-carbonate of 1u.-|:|-|_|., the ]HHIHH'”“”"- 1H']li_“__' S0 :HI-—

justed, that the alkaline strength of each solution is nearly

the same. It is therefore taken in the same dose, and is
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ANTACIDS.

usually preferred to the super-carbonate of potash water, as

being supposed to be more mild.

e 319.)

AMMoNIA. Ammonia.

Tue solution of ammonia in water (Aq. Ammonix) is
sometimes used as an antacid, and it has been recommended
by Dr Sims as superior to the other alkalis in relieving car-
dialgia, and other symptoms from acidity : so much so, that
he has been led to suppose that these symptoms frequently
arise, not from the quu]tl contents of the stomach being acid,
but from an elastic fluid, having a degree of acidity, on which
the ammonia from its volatility more readily acts. ~¥rom 20
to 30 drops of the solution are given in a cupful of water.

The solution of the carbonate of ammonia 15 also used in
v dose of half a drachm ; and the aromatic ammoniated al-

kohol forms a still more grateful antacid and stimulant.

Carx. Lime. (Page 277.)

Lime, under the form of lime water, (Aqua Caleis), is
occasionally used as an antacid, n a dose of four or six
ounces. It operates, not only chemically, neutralizing the
acid, but by its astringent and tonic power contributes to
restore the tone of the stomach. It is also employed under
the form of carbonate of lime, of which there are two va-
rieties in use : the one named by the Edinburgh College Car-

bonas Caléis Mollior, the other, Carbonas Caleis Durior.

CARBONAS CALCIS MoLLIor. Creta Alba. ‘White Chalk.

i\

Turs is a carbonate of lime found abundantly in nature,

nearly pure, or containing only minute quantities of other
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earths. It is soft and earthy, of a white colour. From the

£TOSSer impurities with which it is mixed, it is freed by levi-
gation and washing, and is then named Prepared Chalk,
(Creta Preeparata). This is an antacid in very common
use, Asthe l'H-]I!‘}l\‘iI.Hli it forms wit
years to be iiltitl' 1nert, it is

I the acid in the stomach

has no purgative quality, but apj
the antacid commonly t-mpiu_}'-.-:l to check diarrheea from acl-
of 1 or 2 drachms, with the ad-
The chalk mix-tr an y

very :_','l}U{]

dity. It is given in & dose
dition of a small quantity ofaomaic.
tare of the Edinburgh Pharmacopeia affords a
form for administering it.

Offie. Prep.—Pulv. Carb, Cs
fid. Lond.—Puly. Cret. C, et Hlmiu. Lond . —Troch. Carb.

e, Comp. Mist. Carb. Calc.

Cale. Ed.

(C ARBONAS CALCIS DURIOR. Cancrorum L:t]]illi et Chelx.

Crabs' Stones, Crabs’ Claws. Cancer Astacus. Cancer
5

Pagurus. Insecta. Aptera.

[x the head and stomach of the river craw-fishy (cances

astacus ), are found concretions, consisting prine ipally of car

bonate of lime, with a little l:'.mu!sh:dt-. of lime and animal
gelatin, They are prepared by levigation, and washing with
water, and ave named Lapilli Cancrorum pracparati, formerly
Oculi Cancrorum l)lxll]'.ll.':l.'l-l. The 1]]\-- ol the claws of the
common sea-crab (cancer pagurus) are gimilar in composi-
L1011, and are ]n't‘jn;l.:'w.! in the same manner. 'l'iu'_\' arc named
Chele Cancrorum preparatz. Roth are -,-.Ll-tilrin:dl}'nnluln_\ r

ed ae carbonates of lime, and being pre '['F'.{'I‘i'l‘i with more care,

are in general smoother, and move easily diffused in water

than the common prepart d ¢l .;I.l., though there 1s reason to
believe, that as met with in the shops, they are merely chalk

cith o a 1ittle
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WacNESIA. . Magnesia. (Page 330.)

MaGNESTA is usually obtained in the state of carbonate,
by decomposing its sulphate or muriate by an alkaline car-
bonate : and from this, again, the magnesia is obtained in 2
ir.l“-l- state, F;_v |,"-.'||('1‘Ei:!f¢; i_htz carbonie acid |J_‘_- the LI}:I]l;l'zli.itlll
of heat. TIn either state it 13 nsed as an antacid : the car-
bonate has the inconvenience, where large quantities of it
require to be taken, of occasioning flatulence from the dis-
engagement of its carbonic a i:]._. and this leads to the pre-
ference of the pure magnesia. It s given in a dose of 2
scruple or half a drachm. ‘The salt which magnesia forms
with the acid in the stomach proves slightly purgative ; and
this is the only reason for distinction in practice between this
earth and the carbonate of lime; the one being used where
diarrheea accompanies acidity, the other where a laxative
effect 1s wished to be o

stained, To obviate the flatulence
which it is liable to occasion, or which of itself attends the
ri_',.':—'.i,)t']jtil' affections in which it is used, it is Ill{'\r'lnll.'tr_f(_‘-lllih]"-
combined with a small quantity of an aromatic, as gmger ox

CINNAON.
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