RUBEFACIENT

CHAP. XV,
RUBEFACIENTS AND EPISPASTICS.

]{L‘BE’.!-’.\('IIEN'I’:; and ]".]ﬁkp:l'dir_'ﬁ (Ji!f.'l':lti.‘ n(-::ri_{.‘ on the same
principle, and produce similar effects, differing only in de-
gree, '”1!'}' may therefore be considered as subdivisions of
one {']:l?\"\'-

The term Epispastic has been apphied to whatever appli-
cation has the powel of Eu'mfm INg a4 Serous or |m]-|Jh]*||| dis-
charge, by exciting a previous state of inflammation or sup-

F

puration. The tervin includes blisters, issues, and setons 3 but
1t 15 more commonly restricted to the first of these, and it
1s this which chiefly falls under the department of Materia
Medica,

Blisters are those external applications  which hy their
acrimony excite inflammation on the skin, and which, occa-
sioning a thin serous fluid to be poured from the exhalents,
separate the cuticle fiom the true skin, and form 1h1-:1|:|u-:|r-
ance of a vesicle or blister.

The mode in which they produce this effect is sufficiently
evident 5 it 1s to be referred to the stimulating power of
the substances applied, which eXciting increased action in
the extreme blood-vesse Is, induces inflammation. and causes
the pouring out of the serous flnid with which the vesicle i
filled. Hence may be deduced the in-]ll;:u-_\ cffects of thes

applications on the geuneral system. v the increased ac.
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tion they exci lie pain they occasion, thev aet as
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-;s:':,-Lr.l:,u.J--., and EEfl'.\' may also act, 1t has been 5‘11[1I:u-m1, as
evacuants, by the quantity of fluid which they cause to be
imm'u! out.

There can be! little ||'[\.!m,'4- by which of these modes of
operation blisters are used with advantage in the treatiment
of diseases. The :iu:miir} of fluid c]i'-:c'h:ll-;-;t:l s 80 1nconsi
derable, while the relief obtained is often so sudden and
('umi:[t'll'. that it would .be ::.-:-iir:'l_ulsl'l: a very Ill;l(i\'fll'-:lll cause
for iis;}: :'!!'l'-:_'.--.. 1L Wi .'.]Jthlllul ascribe these to any cvacnal-
Vit power.

Some have imagined that the substance of cantharides,
which forms the basis of the common blistering :'-|”."l|i"::i;..L: 3
is absorbed in part by the inflamed surface, and that it is io
the |1["1‘u[i;|1' action of this acrid matter -Iilr]“];ﬂiu-_-" the gys-
tem, that many of the eftects of blisters are owing. But
there is no pl'ur:F; nor indeed any reason to believe, that this
‘lt;.ln'I]IlI{}]I is uniform or i'i‘fr|||('331 : the same eflects are ob-
tained from |"1“‘El'%"!!!l*[' :i|a;§li-':|lit1l|s into the con po ition: of

nhlull (‘:I!!1]]:!|'El]r--. (Ln NOE  enter, \'.l!”l' 1]1:'_\- are not ob-

tained from the mternal administration of cantharvides. "Ll

l'I]l'(i.'-. ol l*]l‘*h'!"\ re therefore to IJn.' :I'-!'Int"'.'ll to the ]i:IH!

;'lllli il]H:l,,l]liH.,L][[\“ II:-_'."- G | ..|l E” 11if' !]'.3.1:. Lo ‘.'\.'ll:li'h L].I'_'\ are
:t;:pliul, and the stimulus which 1s thence lu'n{m};:ﬂul to the
general system.

[t is a principle with regard to the living body, demon-
strated by many facts, that where a morbid action exists, it
mav be often removed by inr]m-in;g a different action, even
of a morbid kind, in the same part, or in parts as contiguous
to it as possible ; and where the morbid aetion extends to
the whole system, it may be removed by one of a different
1..it1l1 |”'i“1. e-\ti;t'll li.LlIl‘l' i 1-a-::.-H‘_\',_, or Illi any p;uﬁculzll' 'll:l.l'l

of the hody.
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RUBEFACIENTS

From this principle is explained the eflicacy of blisters m
all cases of inflammation and of spasmodic constriction ; 2
new inflammation being excited by the blister which ocea-
sions derivation of action. Hence, too, the advantage ob-
tained is greater when the blister is applied as near as pos-
sible to the part affected. This principle regulates the ap-
plication of blisters in pneumonia, hepatitis, phrenitis, angi-
na, ophthalmia, rheumatism, and every other case of active
inflammation. In these affections, blisters are used with
very evident advantage ; the local inflammation which is ex-
cited more than counterbalancing, by this operation, the sti-
mulant effects at the same time produced.

A similar principle exists with respect to the pain excited
by blisters, which may be applied to the explanation of the
advantages derived from them in other diseases. It has long
been remarked, that exciting one pain often relieves another,
and hence blisters afford relief in toothach, and other painful
affections.  Epilepsy and hysteria arising from irntation
have been removed by blisters ; apparently from their excit-
ing pain, engaging the attention, and diminishing the sensibi-
lity to the morbid irritation.

Lastly, blisters exert a stimulant operation on the general
system, and raise the vigour of the circulation, Hence their
atility in fevers of the ty plmid kind, where extreme debility
{,1-;_-*,--‘1i|-;_ From their In-t.'nlj:n‘ lll“'t'.'{liml too, they are the
only remedy that can be used to obviate the local inflamma-
tion of the brain, or ather parts, that sometumes exists in fe-
vers of this kind, as they contribute to resolve it without
l'lllll('.llJ:_"' the :-'El'tii;;lll of the .‘-_'n'hll"]_ll.

It is also from their stimulating power, and pevhaps [rom
exciting pain, that blisters are of advantage in apoplexy and

Il:ll'ilt)'Fi'*-
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RUBEFACIENTS operate preciscly in the same manner as
blisters : L'm-_-,' excite pan and inflammation, but only in an
degree ; the skin merely is inflamed, and no vesicle

inferior
raised so that any fluid shall be discharged. By these effects
they more peculiarly obviate local inflammation. They are

used, therefore, for the same purposes.

EPISPASTICS axp RUBEFACIENTS.

MELOE VESICATORIU!
SINAPIS ALBA.
ALLIUM SATIVUM.
Furnorsium.

Pix sURGUNDICA.
FremI.

AMMONIA.

UANTHARIDES. Meloe Vesicatorius. !.\_,'H:l Vesicatoria.

Tue natural history of this substance has been given un-
der the class of Diuretics, to which it belongs. It is, how-
ever, a more important article of the Materia Medica as an
epispastic, and 1s the substance, indeed, which is now al-
most, i'\i'lll'-i\'l:ifv' L'!ll;]l“:ﬁ d to raise a Miﬂ{_'l', as 1t acts with

certainty, and is not liable to.induce that deep-seated ul-
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RUBEFACIENTS

ceration which sometimes follows the application of othex
acrid substances that have been used for the same purpose.
The cantharides in powder 18 mixed with lard and wax, so
as to form a plaster of a proper consistence, which is ap-
plied to the part, generally for 10 or 12 hours : at the end of
that time, the caticle is raised, forming a vesicle ; this is
then cat, to allow the serous fluid to be discharged, and the
inflamed part is dressed with any mild ointment, The prin.
cipal circumstance which requires caution in the application
of the cantharides plaster, 'is that determination of action
to the neck of the bladder which gives rise to strangury.
‘This is more peculiarly liable to occur where the system is
uncommonly irritable, where the blister is large, or w here
it is applied to a newly abraded surface, as to the head re-
cently shaved; and as it is a vexy painful affection, not easily
removed, care ought to be taken to guard against it., Cam-
phor has been sometimes added to the blistering plaster, with
the view of obviating this, But it is doubtful if it has any
such effect : the plentiful use of diluents, while the blister 15
applied, prevents it much more certainly ; and it is always
proper when a blister is applied, especially if large, or in in-
flammatory diseases, to order the patient to drink freely of
any mild diluent liguor. Where the strangury does occu
from the application of a blister, it i1s best relieved by an
enema of tepid water, with a little expressed oil, and 30 or
10 drops of tincture of opium, and by the use of the warm
bath, or warm fomentations.

In some diseases, as in apoplexy, it is of importance to be
certain of the operation of an epispastic, and to have its ef-
fect produced in a short time. ‘T'o attain these, a compound
plaster is ordered by the Edinburgh College, Emplast. Me-
lnes Vesicat, Comp. in which the stimulating power of the

cantharides is wncreased by the addition of other acrid sub-
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stances, burgundy pitch, turpentine, verdigrease, mustard,
and ]H-Ililt'l.'. In the :llil}lll{';t'{inll of this still more caution
1s necessary to guard against the occurrence of strangury.
After a blister has been raised, it is often of adyantage to
convert the serous dist l]:‘.!'L;i' into one of a qml'l:l.'t'l.ll naiure,

1)_'-. t‘.k..'T-iillii .'i:i‘r'lri.lli'zlltll.._,l-J' to form what is termed an Issue

this can easily be effected by the ‘.|ir||';n-'.l‘¢|*}|1 ol any acri
stimuluting ointment ; one {'ml‘.lm-.ul of wax and oil, with a

small Pl'!‘i]-rl:i”'i UJ'l'...il|i:lr5d='.-, 1§ commonl i'n-.l'.[ 'fu;‘ 1|:i-

|
las e ; ' le .;i TP AL Anv f
Hammation, and at ength 11|n(.lu(~. .‘~III]I:L||..1-.-1!|, ANV 10=

retained on the inflamed part answers the same

nose, as by the irmtation it excites, i LH-E:. up the in-

purpose. What are named Orange Peas, the small unripe
i i .

[ the or . lished., are all moloved. as by
fruit of the orange, polished, are usually employed, as by
their odour they cover the fator of the discharge. One ol
these is retained on the blistered part by a slip of adhesive

!|l;a-1n-1-., and h_\ the irritation it occasions. LI_LII_-L up a constant

discharge. A seton, or cord introduced by a needle, an-

swers the same purpose. When a puriform discharge
thus established in a part, considerable effects arise from the
morbid action which it l'U]IliHI.‘.("-:, and the evacuation it oc-
casions. It is a practice often employed with advantage in

asthma, paralysis, and a numbex of chronic affections.

SINAPIS.  Mustaud. (dee page 323.)—"I'be flonr of mus-
{:ﬁ't!-‘\l'i'l|, mixed with an t't‘ll;ll part of wheat-flour or crumbs
of bread, and made into a paste with vinegar, forms what is
named a Sinapism, an application which acts as a E'“\'»'-'l't'H]
rubefacient. Tt is applied to the soles of the feet in typhoid
fevers, where there is extreme ;[.ﬂ,]lit_\, or determination to
the head. It is used in the same manner in comatose aflec-
tions 5 the application of it in either case being continued

W
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for an hour or two. 1t soon exeites a sense of P, A i
R applied long produces inflammation.
o o d :
..: il 3 Offic. Prep.—Catap. Sinapeos. Tond. Dub.

: { Artivm.  Garlic.  (See p. 414.)~Tlh¢ braised root of
Y b this plant, applied to the soles of the feet, produces effects
gimilar to those of the Eill:dpl.qlt., and is nsed tor the same pui-
(] pose. It is less powerful, and its odour is ungrate tul.

Lurgorsruy. Fuphorbia Officinalis,  (Page 431.)

Thrs resinous substance, already considered as an errhine,

15 a powerful vesicatory. It enters into the epispastic com-
' positions of the farrier, and might be employ ed, mixed with
other epispastics, when it is of importance to obtain the
i effects of a blister in their full extent, spec dily and with cer-
tainty. As a rubefac ient, it has the advantage over cantha-
rides, that from its fusibility, it can be diffused uniformly
\ through the resinous matter which forms the compesition of
plasters, while cantharides can only be mixed in powder.

The action of a rubefacient plaster prepared with it is there-

fore more equal. Twelve parts of burgundy pitch or of li-

tharge plaster with resin, with one of cuphorbium, forms an

excellent rubefacient of this kine

Pix Burcunpica. Burgundy Pitch. Resina Pini Abietis.
Pinus Abies. Monecia Monadelph. Conifere.

Tuis substance is obtained by exudation from incisions
made in the tronk of the tree. It js boiled with water; 18
strained ; and when cold forms a concrete resinous. matter,
retaining a little essential 0il. As a rubefacient, it is spread
|]]l|’!'l'| If;:ll.h(-r, and ;111I:lil,-(| o I]:v skin : it excites a b]i:..’,lll l]l'~

gree of inflammation, and an exudation of serous fluid, with
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out separating the cuticle, so as to produce a blister. Henes
it is less painful in its nlu-r;ui:m, and the application of i
can be continued for a considerable time. It is used with
advantage in catarrh, pertussis and dyspneea.

Offic. Prep.—~Emp. Pic. Burg. Dub.

Fremi. Amyris Elemifera. Ocland. Monogyn.

THrs resinous substance is obtained by exudation from
cisions which are made in the bark of the tree. It is in
large masses of a greenish colour, has an odour slightly fra-
grant, and a warm bitterish taste. It consists of resin with
essential oil. It is used to promote the puralent discharge
from an issue, and as a stimulating :111!1Iir-.uinn to foul uleers,
under the form of an ointment which is officinal in the Lon-

don and Dublin l’ll:u'm;u'nlnL-i:tn.
”ﬁn I'J‘r',ﬂ.——]_:'Jlt'_','('ﬂt. l".]i‘llri. ('cmn_mu., f_.r.-n.';’. f};;{':_

AMMONIA. Ammonia, (Page 319,)

Tue solution of ammonia in water of the usual strength,
(Ag. Ammoniz)4 applied to the skin, acts as a rubefacient.
The common form under which it has been employed, is
mixed with two or three parts of expressed oil, with which
it forms a thick saponaceous compound, (Olenm A mmonia«

tum), formerly known by the name of Volatile Liniment.

A piece of flannel moistened with this, and applied to the

skin, soon excites superficial inflammation. It is often em- !
l;lmul instead of a blister to the throat, n angina tonsillaris,

being less painful, yet frequently effectual. 1t is also some-
times applied by friction to relieve the pain of rheumatism.

Offic. Prep.—~0l, Ammon. fid. Db,



REFRIGERANTS.

"
i
i
il
:
! THIRD DIVISION.—OF CHEMICAL REMEDIES.

Ly .

1 L NDER this division are comprised those few classes of
medicines, the operation of which either depends on the che-
mical changes they produce, or is materially modified by

: these changes. I have placed under it the classes of Refri-
gerants, Antacids, Lithontriptics, and Fscharotics,

| ——————— ==
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i CHAP. XVL

{ OF REFRIGERANTS.

R
1 HE substances arranged by authors on the Materia Medi.
ca under the appellation of Refrigerants, have been defined,
Such medicines as divectly diminish the force of the cirenla.
tion, and reduce the heat of the bady, witlhout occasioning
any diminution of sensibility or nervous energy. The theory
delivered of their operation is unsatisfactory and obscure ;
nor are even the facts adduced to establish the existence of
such a class of remedies altogether precise. It is acknow-
ledged by Cullen, that “in many trials made on purpose, it

did not appear that the :-.ll!lllt!:i{,‘d refrigerants diminished that
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