DIAPHORETICS.

CHAP. XI.
OF DIAPHORETICS.

1 )iarrorETIcs are those medicines which increase the na-
tural exhalation by the skin. When they excite this so co-
piously as to produce sweat, they are named Sudorifics. "The
(11:L'I".lii[lll of both is the same, l]iili‘:'ltl;;‘ =1:|'|_‘- i ilﬂ""_‘l'l'l.' ; dia-
phoretics in doses sufficiently large acting as sudorifics, and
sudorifics in diminished doses, or under peculiar circumstan-
ces, occasioning only a slight diaphoresis. "The fluid effused
too is in both cases alike, being chiefly the watery part of the
blood, with a slight impregnation of saline matter, In the
one case it is discharged more slowly, and therefore passes
off in the state of vapour; in the other it is discharged co-
piously from the exhalent vessels in the liquid form.

The operation of these medicines is not obscure ; the na-
tural exhalation is merely increased ; the action of the exha-
lent vessels on the surface must therefore have been aug-
mented, and the substances belonging to this class must be
those which stimulate these vessels.

Of stimuli of this kind, external heat affords an e.\':uupl;- ;
it is direetly applied to the vessels, apd must occasion in them
increased action ; hence it often produces sweat, and always
promotes the action of sudorifics.

The same effect may be produced by a different operation,
—by increasing the general force of the circulation ; this
propelling the blood into the minute vessels more forcibly
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acts as a stimulus on the exhalents, and increases their dis-
charce. Hence violent muscular exercise is attended with
<.--|i-im;- sweating.

In one or other of these modes, the medicines belonging
to this class operate,—either by directly stimulating the cu-
taneous exhalent vessels, or by indirectly communicating to
them increased action by increasing the force of the circn-
Jation.

The saline :]L:nllhmmi:': geem to act in the former manner ;
they have little or no action on the vascular system, neit her
increasing the velocity nor force of the circulation ; their
action therefore is exerted on the stomach, and thence com=
municated to the vessels of the skin. Perhaps they may
likewise be absorbed into the mass of bloed, as they readily
pass with the chyle, or enter the absorbent vessels, and may
act more directly on the cutaneous vessels.

Those diaphoretics, on the contrary, which are more sti-
mulating, probably act by increasing the force of the yascu-
lar system, as they usually augment the force and frequency
of the pulse, prey ions to occasioning sweat.

Diaphoresis is not, however, the necessary consequence of
the circulation being increased in force ; for it often happens
that the pulse is frequent and hand, when the skin remains
dry. Tn this ease there seems to exist a constriction of the
exhalents, sufficient to resist the iJJ.j.iH-.'-- of the blood, and
whatever can remove this, will favour sweating. U]:‘.i'hn:'{»
sis, therefore, it may in general be said, will follow from in-
oreased vascular action, when the exhalents of the skin are
not morbidly const ricted ; and it will take place still more
copiously when the circulation is inereased in the larger ves-
sels, while the exhalents themsclves are relaxed. Om this
view i8 to be explained the operation ol e pid diluents, and

of external warmth in promoting sweat, the te ndency of both
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being to ncrease the force of the circulation, and at the same
¢ime occasion relaxation of the cutaneous vessels. From pro-
ducine the latter effect too, small doses of emetics are favour-
able to diaphoresis ; and, from the same principle, the dia.
!;::lhl'-':ﬁa' LJ:I('l'l'I;f]]I n’f lht' ('inn';ﬂl];tiil:l! II'I' [Hliilnll 'l‘.li1l-|'| iil{'t':l_

- : . 1
wtions ol :[illlllll]li:\. I‘.Ilt_'L '|11'!".41|E|"' hL' dC=

©

cuan, or the prej
counted for; the primary effect of the opium being to mereast
the action of the vascular system ; that of the i.lJi.'i':Il'H:Il] or
antimony, by its nanseating operation, 1o diminish the action
at the surface, as is apparent from the kl:tl{']l{"—i"- of the skin
and the sense of coldness with which nausea is attended.
Hence this combination is '~lillll.".']!.l1' to any other remedy of
this elass in suderific power.

The primary effects of diaphoretics are to evacuate the wa-
tery part of the blood, and thus lessen the quantity of it 1n
the circulating system ; todetermine the blood to the surface
from the internal parts; to increase the action of the absor-
bents, and to remove spasmodic stricture of the cutaneous

vessels, and render the skin moist and relaxed.

It is doubtful whether the Lirst of these effects takes place
to any extent ; for, during sweating, there is generally con-
siderable thirst : as much fluid may therefore be taken in, as
will supply what is thrown out ; and besides, the other fluid
secretions, particularly that of urine, are diminished during
the operation. It is probable, therefore, that little alteration
takes place in the quantity of fluid contained in the body from
the action of diaphoretics ; and we canscarcely, in any case,
‘.'--J.':'it_u' Ay benelicial elicets 1.],-1-:_. ;'-t'i'll-l-:l'i' Lo ihi:-i causc.

The last effect 15 perhaps the most important ; al least it

is on this principle;—the removing spasmodic stricture of

the cutaneous vessels,—that the efficacy of {]-L:i!lllllll'k'h.ll'i-j 1

inflammatory diseases has been :\131;1]unl. In such.affections

il = - 1
the skin is ary, and the external heat Ll\l-l;_';lhu:u't! ; but when
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diaphoresis has been induced, that state is removed, and the
skin remains moeist and cool. It is with the view of produc-
ing these effects that diaphoretics are used in synocha, acute
rhenmatism. and in the various pJ'.[w-,!u;-.ri;r.

Several circumstances contributed to lead [I!l_".‘-\l-l‘iili!.“n to the
free use of diaphoreticsin fevers. The skin is generally dry
and hot ; and 1t was often observed, that a spoitanéous salu-
tary crisis 18 marked by diaploresis, or even by a copious
sweat.  Hence it was concluded, that 1!_‘,‘ E'NH'r\'.i!...; Lhic i:'.l.'lil
nature pointed out, and inducing this relaxed state of the
vessels of the skin, the disease might be removed. “Fheory
too had its influence in carrymg this in';ll'lil;l' to an immode-
rate extent, fever being supposed to arise from the presence
of morbific matter in the system, and sweating being an eva-
cuation by which it was supposed to be discharged. The
limits to the practice have long been established ; little advan.
tage appears to be derived from it in the treatment of fevers
of the typhoid type, and it is principally in the various phleg-
masize' that it 1s employ ed ; in inflammatory catarrh l};u‘li-
cularly, and in acute rheumatism.

As evacuating the serous part of the blood, and as pro-
moting absorption, sudorifics have been sometimes employed
m the different species of dropsy, especially in anasarca, in
which the circulation in the extreme vessels on the surface
15 more or less languid. Cases oceur where it is not easy to
mcrease the discharge by urine, and in these sweating has
been had recourse to as less ([l-|_1i]il;uin:_;' than ]uu'gin;_{'._, the
only other evacuation that cau be excited with advantage. 1t
has been remarked too, that the operation of diaphoretics,
when it hes been excited, has been accompanied by an in-
crease in the quantity of urine, a proof of absorption having
been promoted. It is diflicult, however, to excite sweating

i dropsy, and the practiee is ravely attempted,
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By determining to the surface, and preserving a gentle
L]'L.L1!hm'L_'.~iw1 the remedies of this class are found serviceable
in asthma, dyspepsia, habitual diarrheea, chronic dysentery,
and chronic rheumatism.

lH Various lJ!iH'l-l'll:l[L' cutaneous :11]1'1'1501!&, das ]!(.'i'lh'H :m:l
lepra, advantage has been derived from the use of i“:Ij!h“I‘L’-
tics, probably from altering the morbid state of the extreme
vessels on L]iL' riI]L'i‘LL('i'- ’l‘llL' use \.III lh&‘ Wiri i'l-:l.ill. :1!]([ lll{‘.
antimonial and mereurial diaphoretics, are found more parti-
cularly serviceable in such aftections.

Several circumstances require to be attended to in the ad-
ministration of sudorifics. 1f the disease is inflammatory, the
action of the vascular system strong, and the skin dry, with
great heat on the surface, those which are of the stimulating
kind are to be avoided, as if they fail in procue Ing sweat,
they may aggravate the symptoms.  The free use of warm di-
luents is proper and even necessary, under the operation of full
sweating. The patient should be covered with Hannel, not
only as preserving the temperature more uniform, but also a:
it absorbs the moisture, which would otherwise carry off the
heat too |".111}i.“}', and cool the surface. The covering ought
rather to be light, as there is no necessity for much external
warmth. T'oo much heat, especially when unaccompanied by
humidity, sometimes rather prevents sweating, probably by
stimulat ing the exhalent vessels, and [Ill'l'[';iﬁiil.:" their force of
resistance, It is promoted by partial fomentation, as the
:|pp]i:':llinn of flannel ciim.._-..i in warm water, and ])I'U:ihl'l.l ont,
to the feet. Lastly, care is to be taken to avoid the apphi-
cation of cold, either by the sdmission of cold air to the sur-

l".lt't'.r or the |il'inhin:_-_\' of cold water while the sweat conti-
”11(_'3‘!.) or 1‘[”' some ii”.“' ;i!‘l er ]l.| II;],"\ l‘l'Ll:‘el'{I. ‘,‘ ||("'|'| {I|f' SW (.'_If

15 to be checked, 1t 15 best done by drying the skin, remov-
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wig the patient imnto dry flannel, diminmishing the covering,
and allowing the lrands and arms to be exposed to the air.

L b - by > 1

I'he partic ular l!l:l.:lll(}l‘l.'xlt'.i may be arrange d :lL'Lﬂ_T.'ih'.l'._';' c
the aflinity in their Uilt'l‘;!lih:l, as they operate by :,||,l,_'|'1_'._!*~.lt‘_§:'
the action of the vascular system, or as they act withont any
sensible stimulant operation, though it is somewhat difficul
to trace the distinctions of these, or even with 1'1-“;‘_||-¢l Lo

. = @ . " = - . R
every mdividual, to assign the kind of action 1t exerts. The

saline (Jiup woretics act prmmeipally in the latter mode 3 the

‘«-’i'.!..'.‘l'l:ﬂ.hi'.' I]i.il'ﬁi!ﬂl't'Ti(":‘ in the former.
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ACETAS AMMONIE. Acetate of Ammonia

ALL the ammoniacal salts are .=.1|p[m4a-d to have a diapho.
retic power. The acetate is the one which has been 1:'|'Lg|r'"=--
pally used; its solution (Aqua Acetatis Ammoniz) having been
celebrated under the name of Spirit of Mindererus (Spiritns
Mindereri) as a tli:tphmﬂlr in febrile affections. It is pre~
pared, according to the formula of the i’im:-'.n.-wn]r,;-i:h.. by
neutralizing distilled vinegar, by adding to it earbonate of
ammonia, the carbonic acid being disengaged with efferves-
cence, aud the acetate of ammonia remaining in solution.
[ts strength must be various, according to the degree of con-
centration of the vinegar; but as it is not an active sub-
stance, this is not of much mmpertance, especially as it is
usually given in divided doses. An ounce is given every

| » # -t i i . -
hour or two, and its operation is promoted by tepid diluents

ol . . A . i )
and the swealingr regumen. S :il".h.‘”['('v no increase (of

vascular action, it has been supposed well adapted to exhi-

bition in inflammatory fevers, as synecha and acute rhenma-

tism, and it is in such cases that it is usually employed. Its

diaphoretic power, however, there is reason to saspect, is
notl very Breat; it omav be t-;n]u}n'.ui with more :i|]\:mt:lg_1,'(‘

when its {!‘I'!{'.i.‘:lliliil is -[n'.,m._,“-._f bv the addition of small pro-

Pportions ol l‘[iiilili and antimony. Fxternally it is used as a

discutient, and sometimes as an .-|1|~,i1]u ation to inflamed parts.

{.'IT}:.'-_ S AMMONIZE. ( itrate of A mmon 14.

LEMON jce, neutralized by jotash "'lrhll!'l'I a4 Te1ng LI_\.

s bhank 1) £ i | 1 e .
*I1CN has |o] £ been employi ! und ' the name of Saline Mix
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ture, as a refrigerant in fever. When 1t 1s neutralized by
ammonia, it is supposed, along with its refrigerant, to have
a diaphoretic power. Citric acid being the chief constituent
ingredient of the juice of the lemon, this preparation is of
course a citrate of ammonia. In the diluted state in which
the mixture is 1)11-11:1“1], it can have no great power ; butits
{!i.‘ll}]lurtEi(‘. nptr;!tinn is sometimes }n-nnmi'u'l by the addition

of a few 1I|'nl:-_v; of tincture of opium and antimonial wine.

CarpoNas amMmmontz, Carbonate of Ammonia.

"T'nis salt is employed either under the solid form, or in @
state of solution, for the preparation of both of which for-
mulas are given in the Pharmacopwias. It is obtained in
the solid state by sublimation from a mixture of muriate of
ammonia and carbonate of lime, the heat applied giving mse
to a double decomposition, and the carbonate of ammonia
being sublimed. It forms a solid mass, white and efflores-
cent, which retains the pungent ammoniacal odour, and
which, as it also changes the vegetable colours to a green, i3
vather to be regarded as a sub-carbonate than a carbonate-
Its solution (Aqua Carbonatis Ammoniz) is pri*!-:u'ml, ac-
cording to the formula in the Pharmacopeeias, by distilling
water from a mixture of muriate of ammonia and sub-carbo-
nate of potash, carbonate of ammonia being formed, sublim-
ed, and dissolved by the water which distils over. Under
either form it 1s used as a stimulant, and sometimes as a su-
dovific, its dose being 10 or 15 grains of the concrete sally
and from half a drachm to a drachm of the solution. Its
operation is promoted by the sweating regimen. As a sti-
mulant, the solation is given in a similar dose in languor OF
fuintness, or with this intention, it is used under the more

::'\le'.t'l.lLl] form of its =olution m ;:]L\t,rhnl, uilh the '.IL](“T.iUH “r
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), some of the more fragrant essential oils, forming the officinal
'C preparation of the aromatic spirit of ammonia.  The con-
nt crete salt 1s :|[1]uli|,-:| to the nostrils, forming what is named
of the pungent smelling salt.
h
ts Mugrias aMMoNIZE. Muriate of Ammonia. Sal Ammo-
i macus. Sal Ammoniac.
Tais salt is prepared by various processes, on a large

scale, for the purposes to which it is applied m the arts.

The ammonia, which is its base, 1is usually procured by dis-
> tillation from urine or bones, and is combined with sulphuric
- acid, so as to form sulphate of ammonia ; or sometimes this
1 salt is |)I'Ill.‘Li:‘f'=1 h.“ maceration from the soot of coul used us
of fll('], in u'ili('ll it exists in greater or less (i[]u”tit}-_ As ob.
5e tained in either way, it is mixed with ‘muviate of soda: the
i two salts are decomposed by double affinity, the sulphuric
o acid wniting with the soda, the muriatic acid with the . am-
d moniay and the muriate of ammonia is sublimed. Tt is thus
i obtained in a solid dense mass, of a striated texture, some-
e what ductile and wn:i-n':mup:u'm[. It is soluble in about
=1 three parts of cold water, and may be crystallized from its
y hot solution. In medical praetice it is little employed. I
0- hias been supposed, in the dose of one drachm, to act either i
- | as .:i diuretic or diaphoretic, according to the mode in which
or it i1s administered ; the fipst effect béing obtained when the i
1- surface of the body is kept cool ; the other when external
A warinth is applied, with the use of tepid diluents. Tt is
ts also “H’ii”; ‘-'-"-T"]'“'l'l”_\' as a discutient to indolent tumers,
i- dissolved in distilled ".':'n"ll'_'::r,‘ with sometimes the :“LE'I[‘;“:“I!-
or & little alkohol ; and a similar solution is used ag g

.

|. _ an applica-

e on m some forms of mflammation. to chilblains, and 'to
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some cutaneous eruptions. But it has a placewmn the Phar-

MACOPCEIAs principally as being employed in pharmacy.

HyDRARGYRI MURIAS MITIS.  Sobemurias Hydrargyri.
Mild Muriate of Mercury. Sub-muriate of Mercury.
Calomel.  (Page 206.)

(4 This preparation of mercury 1s sometimes employed to ob-

tain its action on the cutaneous vessels; and in certain dis-
it eases, particularly eruptions on the surface, and chronre
rheumatism, has been supposed to prove useful by increasing
! the insensible pl';‘ﬁqlil':ttiun. Combined with opium, or w ith
guaiac, it has been supposed to exert a still greater degree of

iii;lphm't‘li:' power.
AxTimoNrum.  Antimony. (Page 507.)

A :~_\1ni1:1th_\; appears to exist between the stomach and the
surface of the body, in consequence of which, the state of

il

the nanseating effect, for example, of emetics being accom-

e one 18 to 2 certain extent communicated to the other ;

anied with diminished action at the surface. This eflect
I

i is apparently |n'mlm:l-rl by the prl;-p:u-:ninuh of antimony ; and

some of them, particularly the oxide of antimony with phes- |

' iai::'.in- of lime, and the tartrate of antimony and pul:tbh, are

hence employed as diaphoreties m febrile affections. The
former is given in a dose from 3 to 8 grains, repeated every
third or fourth hour, until its operation as a sudorific, cathar
tic, or emeticy 18 pr:::]ucrti ; the latter being given a dose of
The

one-half or one-fourth of 2 grain in a simlar manner.
action of both is aided by warm diluents ; the |]]1ll.=l}|l;lli.‘ ol

| antimony and lime, being less liable to excite vommting, and

its action being more general in the system, is to be prefer-
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red, wherever the object is to cat short the progress of fever,
by obtaining a favourable erisis. Where the intention is
merely to determine to the surface so as to produce diapho-

- B NP ¥
resis, the tartrate of.ant

imony and HH?'L--'E;. ”;i'.:'n i divided
0 i .

o 1 a o | ). g
dost 9 15 MOFe manapge i!:|i“ anda 18 e

ered more certain and
powerful by combination with opium.”  The sulphuret of an.
timony levigated has been employed as a remedy in some cu-
taneous diseases, and chronie rheumatism ; and has been p-

pt:ha-ll to operate by increasing the insensible perspiration.

SULPHUR. Sulphur.  (Page 339.)

SULPHUR, it has already been remarked, passes off by the
clitaneous vessels, and with some increase, it has been sup-
posed, of the insensible perspiration.  Flence has been ex-
plained the advantage sometimes derived from it in habitual
dyspncea, and in chronic catarrh.  The solution of it in oil.
Oleum Sulphuratum, has been used in the same cases, but is

a preparation both acrid and nauseous.
Orium, (.'I}Jiml:. (Page 139.)

Orrum, in a large dose, produces sweat, particularly when
its operation is promoted by diluents and external warmih.

It 1s difficult, howey Ty, to employ it alone as a sudorihic,

from 1ts narcotic power being necessarily exerted at the same
time.

modification of power is produced, more important perhaps

1
than anv

But by combination with antimony or ipecacuan, a

other arising from the combination of remedies - the
narcotic “]“"-'3“5'["1 of the opiom is in a great measure counter-
acted, the nauseating effect of the ipn::u'u:m or ;1111_1||m||_\; 15
also diminished, and we obtain a sudorific more powerful
and certain than any other. 1In the combination with auti-

YOL. 1.

L9 |
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mony, thirty-five drops of antimonial wine are usually added
to twenty-five of tincture of opium. The combination with
ipecacuan is still more powerful. It is an officinal prepara-
tion (Pulvis Ipecacuanhz et Opii), and consists of one part
of ipecacuan, one of opium, and eight parts of sulphate of
potash : these are rubbed together into a fine powder, the
;sulplmtt* of [mi:l!«]l !'l'nllf'ring this more easy by dividing the
opium, and lessening its tenacity. This has long been cele-
brated as a sudorific, under the name of Dover’s Powder,
and is the medicine which is employed where copious sweat-
ing is to be induced, as in acute rheumatism, in anasarca,
and in every other disease in which this indication 13 to be
fulfilled. Tts medium dose is ten grains, given generally in
a bolus ; its operation is promoted by tepid diluents and ex-
ternal warmth, the patient being confined to bed. If it fail
in producing sweat, other five grains may be given at the
end of an hour, and sometimes even it is necessary to give
larger dose. When it operates, the sweating is generally
profuse, and by the proper management can be kept up for
several hours. The power of the combination probably de-
pends on the joint action of the opium and ipecacuan, the
former increasing the force of the circulation, the latter, by
its action, pmpu;._g;mrd to the surface of the body, diminish-
ing the resistance in the exhalent vessels, and causing, there-
fore, the fluid to be more easily and copiously poured out.
Such is the effect of this modification, that the combination
can be given with safety in pure inflammatory affections, at-
tended with increased vascular action, where the exhibition

of opium alone w ould be attended with hazard.

CAMPHORA., ('um};hnr. (i’;tg{: 136.)

Canmraor has been m".|!uln_u.-d as a ({ir!}ﬂmruit i acute
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rheiimatism, in different forms of r:“\'t':'., and in several of the
exanthemata, iun'LL-;:ll.L!'i.'.' small-pox, in a dose from 5 to 15
graws. Its operation as a sudorilic is not sufficiently cer-
tain, however, when it is given alone, Sometimes 1t 15 com-

bined with nitre, with antimonials, mild muriate of mercury,

GuarAcuM oFFICINALE. Guaac. Decand. Muonogyn

Grumales.  Lignum et Gumoni-resina.  South dmerica
and West Indres.

Tae wood of this tree, and a concrete resinous substance
. g L . . . s . . o 1
obtained by exudation from incisions in its trunk, are the
parts of it used in medicine.
g - - % . 1
I'he wood is hard and heavy, of a yellowish colour, has
little smell, and a "]II_'.'_IJiI"r warm hatter taste. Iis virtues

iil'!lL'Uli on the small Iun'liun of resinous matter which it con-

tamns. It 1is “”E“"E for medicinal use : by boiling in water,
its virtues appear to be extracted, and it is under the form

1M, o
L Iar-

of decoction, a formula for which is inserted in the
macopeeias, that it is always employed.

Guaiac wood was introdueed into lu'ui-i.} e as a """Tl'd}' i[._
the treatment of lues venerea, and was at one time even
considered capable of effecting a radical cure. It has how-
ever no such power ; but it is l‘lllilh!}'L'll as an ZILL'\lI“'-I'I':\'-; and
sometimes with evident advantage, in promoting the action
of mercury in the confirmed state of the disease, and in alle-
‘»']:Ifi:i.'.'; the \':lrinll.-‘s}'ll'ulnnr.n which arise from a EITHl]';H'II'ii
mercurial course, It is likewise occasionally pl-t'~:r1-iln-:i in
cutaneous diseases, in scrofulous affections, and in chronic

rhenmatism. The dose in which it is gived isa quart of
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the decoction drunk in the course of the day. If taken
warm, it produces diaphoresis.

(_.!ﬂi{,‘. Prep.~Dec. Guaiac, Off. Comp. Ed.

Guaiacom. Gummi-Resima.

This is obtained by exudation from incisions made in the
trink of the guaiac tree, the juice being inspissated by ex-
posure to the sun. It is also extracted by another process,
probably not without some injury, that of placing billets of
the wood, bored longitudinally, across a fire ; the resinous
matter is melted, runs into the internal cavity, and is collect-
ed at the extremity. It is friable, of a greenish or greyish
colour, variegated when it has been obtained by exudation ;
84

has' a resinons Instre, an odour somewhat fragrant, and a
warm bitterish taste. It was usually regarded as a gume
vesin, but, according to the experiments of Brande, it pos-
sesses some peculiar properties, whence it has been regarded
as a distinet principle. It is in particular very liable to
changes of colour, apparently from the action of oxygen. Its
powder is at first of a grey colour, but becomes green from
exposure to the air; and when its solut ion in alkohol is de-
composed by acids, the precipitate assumes various tints of
colour. 'When acted on by concentrated nitric acid, it af-
fords oxalic acid ; by the diluted acid a I)]'O(IIICI is formed
more highly resinous. It 1s almost entirely soluble in alko-
hol. 'Water by digestion on it dissolves a little extractive
matter.

Guaiac is a stimulating medicine, proving diaphoretic in
a dose of about half a drachm, and purgative in-a larger
dose. It is a remedy employed in chronic rheumatism, be-
g given so as to excite sweat, or more usually in smaller

doses to keep up a gentle diaphoresis. Its sudorific power

o s LR = .
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18 }n-g:iuutt-ti by opium or the f:l't'p:tr:tlinrm of uummm}_-, L1
is given either in substance in the form of bolus, op diffused
in water by the medium of mucilage, or in tincture. The
tincture of it in spirit of ammonia is more highly stimulating
than that in proof-spirit, and is generally |n't.-l'L'1'l'L-li.

Ofic. Prep.—T. Guajac, T. Guajac. Amm. Ed. Lond.
Dub.—Mist. Guaiac. Lond.

DaraNE MEZEREUM. Mezeveon. Octand. _'”f_.,f.lr.-._f;'_s,-;.'. Fe-

precule.  Cortex radicis. Indigenous.

THE bark of the root of this plant 1is the part of it used
in medicine : the entire slender tw i\[:f' of the root are, how-

ever, often found in the shops : its taste when it is chewed
for some time is extremely acrid ; but this acrimony is some-
what illl]]'.l.tl‘l’.'([ I:r_'-' lh'_\ 'lujg' :at 1s extracted E:_\' water and h_\-
vinegar.

Mezercon is a stimulating diaphoretic, which has been
found of service in chronic rheumatism, and in cutaneous
diseases. Its principal medicinal application has been, how-
ever, in the treatment of some syphilitic affections ; and it

has in particular been regarded as eflicacious in removing

venereal nodes, and thickening of the hg

aments and l1L'1iL:- .
tewm, and

in disposing ulcerations to heal. It is given in

the form of decoction ; two drachms of the bark, with half

an ounce of liquorice vroot, being boiled in three pounds of

water, to two pounds, and 4 or 6 ounces of this decoetion

being given four times a-day. From its acrimony it is some-

what hiable to excite naisea, hence it is often given in a

weaker decoction, and combined with guaiac and

sarsapa-
rilla. Such a combination forms the Decoctum H1L1‘:~:1[1;|.ai|l'.r

Compositum, an improved formula for the Lisbon diet deink.

-
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a preparation which at one period was highly celebrated in
the treatment of these aflections.

Offic, Prep.—Dec. Daphn. Mez. Ed.

LAuRrvus sassaFrRAS. Sassafras,  Enneand. Monogyn.

Oleracee. Lagnum. America.

Trrs wood has a moderately fragrant smell, and a sweet-
1sh aromatic taste. It affords an essential oil |:-}fI t“h‘li“:!timl-,
.'Uir' _\lH_'](I.*\ o w ater, 11}‘ i.‘rlrt'l_.“ii(_llj o1 llii_'l'l)t'[ii.)‘il.' its H:!.Hllll',
and part of its taste, It is slightly stimulant and diaphore-
tic. Its infusion has been drunk freely in cutaneous dis-
eases, and in chronic rheumatism ; it has even been cele-
brated for its efficacy in the removal of some of the symp-
toms of syphilis, and it is frequently added to decoctions of
sarsapavilla, guaiac, and mezereon, employed 1n the treat-
ment of protracted syphilitic affections, prebably without
communicating any real virtue.

Offic. Prep.~0l. Laur. Sassaf. Ed,

SALviA oFFicIiNALIS. Sage. Diund. Monogyn. Ver-
ticillatee, Folia. South of Lurope.

THE leaves of this shrub have an aromatic smell, and a
warm bitterish taste. Ifs aqueous infusion, drunk warm, has
been used to prm’alit'c sweat, or to promnote the action of sus
dorifics ; the aromatic quality of the sage adding something

Pt:l'hilll.‘-i to the power of the warm diluent,
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