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s ] l EDICAL Science, considered as relatine to the treat.
9 ment of disease, may be presented under two points of view.
Q 1 " 1 g Y .
s Under one, the symptoms of diseases are described, thei:
%

causes are mvestigated, the indications are delivered by whicl

T

their cute i

re 1s to be attempted, and the remedies are enume-
” rated by which these indications are to be fulfilled. Whe
i this method. is.foll B i Enotitedincs o I of
J i netnod 15 ollows Oy & I'lH'\HH'- RIOWICA TS 158 -.!I:[lth- Ll o
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the natuyal history, properties, and medicinal powers of the
HDETANCes "iI:]!lfJ.‘-i'l{ as remedies = and Ei:l'_\ are no  farther
ubjects of attention, than to point out their applications ts
particular cases, and the cautions which, from peculiarity ol
circumstances., require to be attended to in their admin

traf1on.

But the subject [s0 1 ted

MWL the subect mav also ne presenicd  under another
d3pect. ['he .-'.I|1|!‘.nn|-' ol «

liseases, their causes, and indi
cations of cure, may be supposed to be ]
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medies themselves become principally the objeets of study,
their natural characters, their sensible qualities, their effects
on the Ei\il‘rl--“ system, thi 'Lll'.”]_‘r of their action, and the I
applications to the treatment of morbid affections, forming
S0 many subjects Hl'lfi*t'l'«:i.!:ma or imtti?i_!-_':lri.mh This con-

1
stitutes the department of MATER1IA MEDICA

1 P
in the most extensive

~—11nl¢ rstood
signification of the term.
The medicinal powers of natural bodies are
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collnectedq \\.“h
their chemical cons

titution : the y trequently reside, not’in
the entire matter composing them, bnt in prin

ciples capable
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of I].l-.:'!-._ extracted and o btamed i an insilated siate, and
which in this state can often be employed with pecubiar ad.-

vantares. When 1 ven in combination too, these substances

are habhle sometnnes to act on eiach nli'.'.'l'.. :1-|:| Irom lh!.'
chs ; arising from these mutual actions, to suffer altera-
- : 1 . ¥ - - . r

tions in e I1I'IP|I1.'|'1II"1. Hence arises I!!t' necessity o1 a

strict attention to their chemical composition ; and a descrip-
t1on of thewr constituent r.‘.'lm: Eph'. . and of therr chemical re-
lations, so far at least as these influence their actions as. re-
medies, belongs to this department of Medicine. We are
aléo often able, by chemical combinations, to modify the
powers of these substances, to give them more actrv :'Ix, ana
even 1\_\ the In'mim'liuu of new t'IanilHlHtlL-, fo ebtam reme
dies which nature does not afford. These are the leading
objects of Pnarmacy, the principal processes of which are
chemical, and which is evidently subordinate to Materia
1'}'. IJi-f -

Regarding all these objects of inquiry as belonging to one
i;f';',ll'i'-l'.ﬂ‘ﬂl of Medicine, this d partment b iturally fulls under
three divisions. Under the first may be delivered those
principles which are common to Materia Medica and Phar-
macy, those which embrace the chemical relations of bodies,
and the changes to which they are hable, so far as 18 con-
necied with their medicinal operations,—forming what may
be named Pharmaceutic ( Irrn:imln},. Under the secend is
}lill( ed the !li\lisr'jy' of the substances |.'"|Ir]l-"\.l.|i as ‘remedies,
constituting what is regarded as Materia Medica in the more
limited sense frequently attached to the term. And under
the third may be considered the processes to which these
ubstances are subjected, with the view of 1|;1-L;:|1-i.‘1;-_' them
far adiministration, formine what is more strictly denominated
Pharmacy., On these divisions is founded the arrmmgement

this Work.
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