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speaking of these doctrines of secretion in general,
ar the M. Segalas of our

thus apostrophizes in particu
text :—<¢ M. Segalas goes even further than this, and
a. not only because it

condemns cow's milk in scrofu _
contains albumen, but because cows, as shown by M.
“ll'.-’.ul‘tl. are very H;!h]t' to 111’.?;‘!':'11!.3!' :l{'l.'F'l'Il'il'l':‘!'-\t H_\
what process, or series of processes, these are to pass
en masse out of the body of the cow w ith her milk, and
again into the body of the drinker thereof, does not 1m-
mediately appear.” He then goeson to show how this
doctrine might be further applied, and the folly of such
application. * But oranting that the secreting vessels
are thus easily influenced with respect to the nature of
the organized matters which they deposit, we need be
at no loss at any time for a new pleura or peritoneum, a
new nervous s}'ﬁiL'111.llI‘:I new set of mus. les, as tu‘{'.'i\'.lull
may require ; since, without try ing to manufacture them
in a laboratory, as some persons have 1111'--:;1m-d that
we shall in no long time be competent to do, they
may easily be got by feeding on isinglass or carpen-
ter's glue, on the white of eggs, or on the clot of the
blood of bulls or of goats. M. Bonhomme's a!l.;';i‘tsﬁnn
of taking crude phosphate of lime in rickets, for the
purpose of setting new bones, was a mere bagatelle to
what may be done in this wav.” (See Ryan’s London
Medical and Surgical Journal, Feb. 21, 1335.)

No wonder that M. Segalas l'l!l'|1-||}\'l'E! urea in dia-
betes, but without success !”—77.7]

OIL OF THE EUPHORBIA LATYRIS.*

The euphorbia latyris, or spurge, is an indigenous
annual of the family of Euphorbiacea, and, like all that
* (Giornaledi Farmacia chimica, 1824, Dr. Carlo Calderini has
obtaiped an oil from the s eds of the 1'u|p.l_‘n| hia latyris, or casaputia

minor, which may be used as a substitute forthat of the croton lig-

ium. Its purgative qualities have, however, been long known.
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family, contains an irritating juice. Its seeds have
latterly been recommended as a substitute for ipeca-
cuanha.

Process for obtaining the Ohl.

When the seeds are very ripe they are to be dried,
and the black ones separated, because they turn ran-
cid ; the oil is then obtained by simple pressure; fourteen
ounces of the seeds give six ounces of very pure oil.

,"'.";I.F}r.\'r'r'rff f’!'-’?}r rties of J'\",-u.fr‘.f,'.-' ()l

It very much resembles castor oil, and has even the
same colour : it is not quite so dense, has no smell, is
not acrid, and has no unpleasant taste: it is perfectly
limpid.

By keeping, particularly in warm weather, it becomes
turbid and rancid, and has then a pungent taste. It
burns with a bright white flame, without smoke. It is
insoluble in alcohol, even when highly rectified. With
the alkalis it forms a soap.

Action on the Animal System.

The action of this oil 1s purgative, its effect certain
and speedy. It may be considered, says the Italian
author, as a very mild purgative: it causes no vomit-
ill;:. no colic, no tenesmus : it may even be administered
in dysentery, when the intestinal irritation is great,
with as much benefit as tamarind-pulp.

Dr. Bally maintains that this oil induces vomiting
almost as much as the croton oil.

Gilibert mentions it as a violent drastie ; and Perylhius says that an
oven heated with this plant renders the bread baked in it purga-
tive, Sangiorgo, in his Histoire des Plantes médicamenteuses, spenks
of the plant in these terms : Purgante vi infamis quod ad abigzern-

dum fotum adhibeatuwr., Prastal antem et hic, et totd gente abstinuisse

cum caugitea sint, et nimis indomabifes
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I'he dose to adults varies from four to eight drop
1 1

l‘]u‘[-.;- I‘i}'lI[l& |-.1|~;w3 m chocolate have been given i

children two or three vears of age.
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In very excitable pergons an excellent efiect N
luced bv ar ) e FE lsrid b ararht Avrane of
auced Dy an emuision composea witih €1 L Arops ol Ll
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and syrup of orange-peel.
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[he same dose may be administered in a glass «
sugar and water.

[According to experiments made by M. Martin
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Solon at the Hotel Beaujon, with the oil of euphorbia
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latyris, 1t appears: first, that the oil Iﬂt_‘;?.'l‘.(':i bv ex-
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pression, by alco 0l or ether, is of easy employment ; 2,

that none of these preparations have any sensible ope-
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ration on adults in the dose of 2 to 8 drops; 3, that n
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e two first have decided
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the dose from 106 to 24 Eii'H]:.-%. tl
emeto-cathartic properties, and the third one in the
same dose 1s only purgative ; 4, in the dose of 2 scruple

v drachm, the emeto-cathartic effects become more
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tive with that obtained by expression, purges somewhat
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Synco urea-

more than 1[|L' {|i| ill.li;!-i'.'t d 11 '.I!('-.'
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cause syncope, and must be raised to a drachm and a
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half 1n dose to proauce vomiting aiso; 9, that the
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maximum dose of any of them is 3 drachms; 6, that
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they are applicable in jaundice, gastric disorders, lead

. vermination, «c. i
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