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violent vomiting, soon followed by a drowsiness that
jl{‘]‘.‘-‘i9~§~ for several hours.
A young cat supported 8 grains without fatal re-
]

sults ; after violent retchings

t feil into a deep sleep,
which lasted nearly 36 hours. Solania, extracted from
the solanum _;‘F;'u:. was sent to me iJ"‘, M. Pelletier,
with which I made experiments on two puppy dogs : i
produced profuse salivation in one of the animals, but

no drowsiness,

Action of Solania on Man.

On swallowing a small quantity of solania, a strong
feeling of irritation in the throat is v,-.}:priun'm!. In
the mouth it imparts a nauseating, slightly bitter taste,
'“‘Ili'l}| I}l'l'l”'l'l'f“ l'\‘;{-t"\'lii“.‘;l_‘\ al) iE I||'-' :“'1|1]"\I.\_:[l('l' i]‘l' I.!i.‘-

solved 1n a small gquantity of acetic acid.
| A

The acetate is the only salt of solania that has hither-

to been tried on man. In the dose of a quarter of a
grain it produces nausea, but no tendency to sleep en-
SUes.

From what has been said, it would appear that so-
lania, like opium, 18 capable of producing vomiting
and .»-'il-L-IJ; but its emetic powers seem to be more
In‘:)ltli]u-ilt I1||;1|| those H:IHPEII]I:. uhi|~‘. 1ts |:;|r('||lir

3 1 iy 1
i]l'llllL']'iIL_':-\. dre mucil |l'{'i'll['l'.

Clases for s adnmanistration.

Solania has not yet been tried in disease. but it max

ne i':i]i|||n‘-.l'l'i in all cases where the extract of the morel
or the bitter-sweet is indicated.

DELPHINIA.

This alkali was discovered in 1819, in the seeds of

the stavesacre, (de f".[!.flﬂ-fi'lr..‘-'ﬂ.‘ _s'p’nr’.l.-J":.".wrr,i;'.f.'f. ) by MM. Fe-
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DELPHINIA.
neuelle and Lassaiene, who named it so from an 1dea
that the acrid property of this vegetable family was
owing to this principle: an opinion which they have
not succeeded in confirming by analyses of other del-

phinian plants.

,")_-"r'l.f.lr'!;'rf.".‘IHH of D f:,‘if{r'.'IHH.f.

Boil in a little distilled water a quantity of the seeds

th-;ﬂ.'L\ml ::-t", 1_-.-‘||' {4]\L1';III:_". '.11111 l'L'iiHl'l'il to a fi]n‘ ]‘ril.-lh'.
Strain the decoction through linen, and then filter it.
Add pure magnesia, and keep it boiling for several
minutes, at the end of which, filter again ; wash the re-
sidue, and submit it to the action of rectified alcohol.
|3.\.' evaporating the .-'llil'i'.:u'-lu tincture, llr”ﬂli!.i;l. as a
white powder exhibiting a few crystalline points, 1s ob-
tained.

This is the most simple process : but if it be desired
to procure it in large quantities, and without the trou-
ble of cleaning the seeds, the following process is pre
ferable.

The 3-'-_1'4.{\ Nnot t‘!t'alm'd. but \'u'” l!l'llir-c'i!, are treated
with dilute sulphuric acid. A precipitation is effected
by ammonia, and the delphinia, still containing some
l-u'u,'.'.|1'5:|_f_>j matter. 1s taken Il‘lnh_‘.' alecohol. To Emril:\' 1t,

drive off t]]u ;|5L'||1||n tl“., l|l|-H1;L|I{ltiHH. 1“.-‘_\.411\{' li;u- I'¢-
gidue in hydrochloric acid, and boil with magnesia.
The deposit is taken up by spirits of wine, which
‘\'i-;‘l-._]a delphinia in a perfectly pure condition.

M. Couerbe proposes to obtain pure delphinia by the
same process that he employs in getting veratria from
the seeds of the ]:!;ml See Veratria, page 08.

)"Tf'uj;u'rr'ﬂ'r.\' of 1 :,Jf 1L,

When in a state :J‘f}n[ri!I\ it is a white powder, crys-
talline when moist, but soon becoming opaque by eX-
posure to the air. It has no smell, and its taste is first
intenselv bitter, and then acrid.

Water dissolves a very small proportion of it, only
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recognisable by the slight bitterness of the fluid. Al
cohol and ether dissolve it readily : the spirituous solu-
tion imparts a strong green colour to the syrup of vio-
lets. and restores the blue colour of turnsol paper red-
dened by acids.

‘n‘\'itil'h:tlphill'it', nitric, ]1}':ii'nﬂ||u|'ir. oxalie, and ace-
tic acids, delphinia forms exceedingly soluble neutral
salts, having an extremely bitter and acrid taste. Al-
kalis precipitate it in the form of a white jelly.

A ccording to M. Couerbe’s analysis, delphima con-

sists of
At. Comp.
Carbolescccssssas UL A TR Y
AnOte s sldlesienin adn e sia a1 2
Hvdroge ssssssssssssss Wy = 00
IJ'_-.'\';_:--n . R L

The number representing the atomic weight of this

substance 1s 2597.

Cases for its f;',-.u}fn"rr_{,'i.ih".!.’n'.

Delphinia has not yet been tried as a medicine ; but
if stavesacre possesses any medicinal agency, it may be
presumed to exist in the alkali obtained from it. Its
administration might therefore be attempted in circum-
stances where the plant itself is indicated ; in which
case the salts, being more soluble, are to be preferred.

Stavesacre has generally been used in ointment to
destroy vermin in the hair ; or the seeds are macerated
in \.'im'-;;n'. and the liquor used for the same purpose.
l):-lphini:a would pm|m|1|_\, answer the same end more
effectually.

Dr. Turnbull has (~|z|1r|n_ﬂ-c| rlr”ﬂlini;t both inter-
nally and externally. Its medicinal operation is pre-
cisely the same as that of veratria, and it is therefore
;;!1]}'.1.1':l1i-1t- in the same cases.— 717. ]
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