[EDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS

ON MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS.

Tae principal objects designed to be attained by the
Composition of Medicines, are, to communicate an agree-
able taste or flavour ; to give a convenient form ; to cor-
rect the operation of the principal medicine, or obviate
some unpleasant symptom it is liable to produce ; to pro-
mote its action, by the substance combined with it exerting
one of a similar kind; to obtain the joint operation of
two remedies, which have different powers, but which
may be required to obviate different morbid symptoms
present together; or, lastly, to change their usual ef-
fects, and obtain a remedy different from either, by the
power which one may have of modifying the action of ano-
ther.

A prescription has been usually divided into four parts,
which compase it,—the basis, or principal ingredient: of
the prescription ; the adjuvans, or that which is designed
to promote the action of the former; the corrigens, or
that intended to correct its operation, or obviate any un-
pleasant symptom which it may be apt to produce; and
the constituens, or the substance which gives to the other
ingredients consistence or form. These are not necessari-
ly present in every formula, as some of these purposes

may not require to be attained; nor is the division of
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