CHAP. XXVL

{"LasTERS are of similar composition to ointments, but
differ from them in their much firmer consistence, which
such, that they do not adhere to the hand. - ‘They owe
this consistence; in general, to a larger proportion of wax,

sometimes to the addition of certain metallic oxides,
particularly those of lead, which unite chemically with
the unctuous matter. They require, in general, to be
heated, in order to be spread : hence they adhere more
firmly, and several of them even afford a mechani-
cal support. ‘They are employed generally to answer the
same indications as ointments, The same rules are to be

observed in their preparation, as in that of Ointments.

[-MPLASTRUM SIMPLEX, olim Emplastrum Cereym.  Sum-

ple Plaster. (Emplastrum Cer®, Ph. Lond.)

¢ Take of Yellow Wax, three parts; Mutton Suet,
Resin, of each two parts.”

The principal use of this plaster is as a dressing to the
part to which a blister has been applied, after the vesicle

has been cut. It is spread thin on linen with 2 hot iron.




EMPLASTRUM OXIDI PLUMBI SEMI-VITREI, olins Emplas-
| trum Commune. “(Emplastrum Plumbi, Ph. Lond.—

Emplastrum Lithargyri, Ph. Dub.)

I', ¢ Take of the Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, one part ; t
Olive Oil, two parts. Having added water, boil them, : {

stirring constantly, until the oil and the oxide unite into | ]

; a plaster.”

This, which has been long known by the name of

i Diachylon, is a chemical combination of the expressed oil | |

with the oxide of lead, and is of a consistence sufficient-

| ly hard to form a plaster. There is considerable atten-

: !
| fion ‘requisite in preparing ‘it, particularly in stirring it
q constantly to promote the combination, and allow of the :

escape of the wateryvapour. The nse of the water is to

prevent the heat from rising too high, and if the quantity
15 dissipated before the combination is comnlote addi
15 aissrpaled berore the combination 1s complete, an addi-
tional ‘portion must be added, taking care to add it hot.

The plaster is used, spread on leather or linen, as an ap-

plication to excoriations, or slight wounds.

o
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LMPLASTRUM RESINOSUM, ofinr Emplastrum Ad

Resinous Plaster. = (Emplastrum Resinze, Ph. Lond.—

Emplastrum Lithargyri cum Resina, Ph Dyb;)

% ‘Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, five

parts ; Resin, one part.”

The plaster of litharge is rendered more adhesive, and
somewhat more stimulating, by this intermixture of resin
Te oa

i applied te similar uses
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other ingredients melted.” Th
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FERRI RUBRI, olimt Emplastrum Ro-
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Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead,

¢ : Rt AP e e
twenty-four parts 3 Resin, six parts ; Y ellow Wax, Olive

Qil, of each three parts; Red Oxide of Iron, eight parts.
; I ¢

R ub the red oxide of iron with the oil, and add it to the

re is a similar composi-

ion in the Dublin Pharmacopocia, under the name of
LasTrRuM THURIS, in which two pounds of litharge

¥4 1';._--.1_11.11 of frankincense, are melted to-

» punces of red oxide of 1ron added,

] 1 P - et
spread on leather, are sometimes used

ap
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some relief, merely by affording a mechanical support.
EMPLASTRUM AsSSE FOETIDAE. Assafectida Plaster,

|

t¢ Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of Lead, As-
safcetida, of each two parts; Galbanum, Yellow Wax, of
each one part.
This plaster is sometimes applied to the breast or side,
1 . it . ™ . % ol Y S
as a remedy in hysteric affecfions, but probably with lit-
]

tle advantage.

EmpLastrum cuMmMmosuMm.  Gum Plaster.
& Talke of Plactar 8fF Seami-vitre ; -1de of Lead 1o B
¢ Take of Plaster 6f Semi-vitreous Oxide ot Lead, eight
parts ; Gum-Resin ‘of Ammoniac, Galbanum, Yellow

Wax, of each one part.”
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EMPLASTRUM GALBANI. - Galbanum Pl '

aster. Yh. Dub.,

 Take of Plaster of Litharge, two pounds ; Galba-
num, half a pound ; Yellow Wax, four ounces. To the
galbanum melted with a gentle heat, add the litharge,

plaster, and wax, and melt them with a moderate heat.”

E?‘rl]‘i_;".h'l'i\’.[”'—‘i GALBANI COMPOSITUM,. Lompound (Gal

banum Plaster. Ph. Lond.

“ Take of Galbanum Purified, eight ounces ; Plaster
of Lead, three pounds ;3 Common Turpentine,

drachms ; Frankincense bruised, three ounces. To

galbanum and turpentine previously melted together, add
first the frankincense, then the plaster of lead, melted
with a slow fire, and mix them.”

Fhese three plasters are essentially the same. They
are employed as discutient applications to indolent tu
mors, and sometimes to promote suppuration.

EMPLASTRUM HYDRARGYRI. Quicksilver Plaster.

g:ﬂ'-f, Ph. Lond)

J

| LTI

plastrum Hydra

¢ Take of Olive Oil, Resin, of each one part ; Quick-

siver, three parts; Plaster of Semi-vitreous Oxide of

Lead, six parts. with the oil and

resin melted together d, until the globules
disappear ; then add gradually, the plaster of semi-vitre-
ous oxide of lead, melted, and mix the whole carefully.”
The composition in the London Pharmacopeeia is some-

what different, It consists ¢ of Purified Quicksilver,




PLASTERS. 413

three ounces ; Sulphurated Oil, half a drachm ; Plaster

b of Lead, a pound. Rub the quicksilver with the sul-
" phurated ol until the {_ﬁlobufn;s disappear, then add gra=
e dually the plaster of lead, melted, and mix them.” The
ey '_.'-,.Ig;_f_-'._n".[ed oil causes the mercury to lose the form of

globules more quickly, and therefore abridges the labour
of the preparation; but it may be doubted if the quick-
i' silver thus extinguished is in the same state of activity as
when this has been done by trituration with unctuous

matter alone.

H
n The mercurial plaster is applied as a discutient to in-
e I dolent tumors 3 and it has been supposed, that from its
3 ! continued application, the mercury will be absorbed, and
act locally, particularly in glandular affections.
EMPLASTRUM SAPONACEUM. Soap Plaster, (Emplas-
? trum Saponis, Ph. Lond. Dub.)
¢ Take of Plaster of Semi-vitreous oxide of Lead,
four parts; Gum Plaster, two parts; Soap sliced, one
i part. Mix the soap with the plasters melted together;

then boil a little, so as to form a plaster.” In the Lon-
don and Dublin Pharmacopceias, the plaster is formed
from litharge plaster and soap alone.

This has been supposed to posgess a discutient quality ;
but it is much inferior to the mercurial plaster, and is

scarcely ever us ed




VESICATORII,
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Cantharidis, Ph. Dub.—Emplastrum Lytt:
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Fake of Mutton Suet, Yellow Wax, Resin, Can-

o
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tharides, of each equal weights. Mix the cantharides, 3
| T M T T Cao ol ik tha \..|,J._ inorodiente Ty
| rubbed mnto a nne powder, withh the other Imngredients, ’
! melted together and removed from the fire,” B
! This is the plaster usually employed to raise blister, V
r " - . . - ;
- in effect produced from the action of the acrid mat . g
] 1
. the cantharides. Itis of a softer consistence than the other C
i. plasters, that it may admit of being: spread without the
| assistance of heat; which would impair the acrid quality. c
| ¥ I i |
- It is spread on leather, and requires to be applied twelve 1t
|
¥ . - . s e ' 1
hours to produce a perfect blister : it is then removed £l
1: the vesicle is cut, aund the inflamed surface dressed with n
i M . * * ~ .
i sm:u}alu cerate or plaster. In cases where it is of impor- v
- 1 3 - . . 3 1
|| tance that a blister should be raised with certainty, and d
speedily, it is of advantage to sprinkle a little of the pow- e
der of cantharides on the surface of the plaster when S
o spread. Washing the part previously with vinegar, 1s >
| ; " = al
| also useful to. insure Camphor is sometimes tl
| Sy i Z
| mixed with the blistering composition, on the supposition a
1 . s i
l that 1t preventstiie strai a
1 : :
v 1 1 -
l by a large blister; but it A
i ! ol Lo : < O Ay ']
| and this painiul ymptom 1s more elrectually obviated oy |
! L - = A1l < K1 dkiam ~ Y (P | - h
the Iree use or diluents while the blister is appiied =2
|
| practice always proper where the system is irritable, o
{ ) I )
3 even in common cases where the blister 15 1
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EMPLASTRUM MELOES VESICATORII COMPOSITUM. Coms-

pound Plaster of Cantharides.

« Take of Venice Turpentine, eighteen parts; Bur-
gundy Pitch, Cantharides, of each twelve parts ; Yellow
Wax, four parts; Sub-acetite of Copper, two parts;
Mustard Seed, Black Pepper, of each one part. To the
Burgundy pitch and wax melted, add the turpentine.
While these are melted and still warm, add the other in-
gredients mixzed and rubbed to a fine powder, stirring
constantly, so as to form a plaster.”

It occasionally happens, that' the common plaster of
cantharides is insufficient to excite a blister, even when
its surface has been sprinkled over with powdered can-
tharides. In such cases, or even in others where it is
necessary that a blister should be quickly raised, and
where the system is not easily affected, as in comatose
diseases, this more powerful composition may be employ-
ed. TIts operation is accompanied with 2 very pungent
sensation of heat. The application of it qught not to be
continued too long, as it might induce ulceration ; and
the precaution of the patient drinking freely of any mild

diluent whiie it is applied, ngf:t also to be attended to.

EMPLASTRUM aMMoONIACI. Ammoniac Plaster, Ph.
Lond,

“ Take of Gum-Resin of Ammeoniac, purified,
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mac in the vinegar ; then evaporate the liguor in an iron
O 2 I 1

sel by the heat of a water-bath, stirring it constantly
until it attain a préper consistence.”

Under this form, gum-ammeniac is applied as a discu-
tienty and sometimes also as.a remedy in tinea capitis;

and a$ it is occasionally used, the London College have

received it as an officinal preparation.

MPLASTRU

I AMMONIACI CUM HYDRARGYRO. Plaster of

-

Ammoniac with Quicksilver. Pharm. Lond. Dub.

“ Take of Purified Ammoniac, one pound; Purified
Quicksilver, three ounces; ‘Sulphurated Qil; one flui-
drachm. Rub the quicksilver with the sulphurated oi
until the globules disappear; .then add gradually the

13

ammonia¢ melted, and mix them.

This is similar to the simple mercurial plaster, its dis-
cutient and stimulant powers being perhaps somewhat
promoted by the ammoniac. It is applied to the same

purposes.

iy T il
n. lL.ond.

Enmprastrum comini. Cumin Plaster.

¢ Take of Cumin Seeds, Carraway Seeds, Bay Ber-
ries, of each three ounces ; Burgundy Pitch, three
pounds; Yellow Wax, three ounces. To the pitch and
ax melted: add 4] LI . el
wax melted, add the other ingredients rubbed to powder,

and mix them.”

Thiz has been anplie 1 to the regcio t the stomach
. IS 115 veen applucd Lo ne region oi the stomacn

-

bored
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stimulant in hysteric affections and flatulent

cholic, but it cannot be supposed to Le of any advantage.

opir. Opium Plaster, Ph. Lond.

o

¢ Take of Hard Opium in powder, half an ounce:

ense bruised, three ounces; Plaster of Lead, a

pound. To the plaster melted, add the frankincense and
» = il < 73

opium, and mix them.

n . |

Opium has sometimes been used as an anodyne, by ex-

lication, with advantage, as, for example, in re-

ternal apg

lieving the pain of toothach. This plaster, newly intro-

duced into the London Pharmacopceia, is designed to

afford a form of applying it, though the more usual mode

of extending a piece of opium softened between the fin-
1

gers on leather or silk is probably to be preferred; as even

more effectual.

EMPLASTRUM PICIS COMPOSITUM. Compound Pitch Plas-

fer. l "EH.J rim.

5 Pala af Puravinde Piesl two nounde: Franld
+dake oI burgundady I 1tCity, tTwo pounds; rrankins-

T A it o Sl =& 4
cense, one pound ;3 Yellow Resin, Yellow Wax, of each

four ounces ; Expressed Qil of Nutmeg, one ounce. To
the pitch, resin and wax, melted together, add first the

frankincense, then the oil of nutmeg, and mix them
3

pitch is in common use as a rubefacient
under the form of plaster. The addition of the other
ingredients of this compound plaster, may render it rathes

Vor. 11. D d

=




PLASTERS.

more stimulating, and the wax adds to its tenacity, and

- 5 1 2 .
:;rTn'\'_'S to the ".‘!I"..\Li_'l' a due consistence.

EMPLASTRUM CALEFACIENS. Warm Plaster, Ph. Dub.

¢« Take of Burgundy Pitch, seven parts; Plaster of

Cantharides, one part. Melt them together with a mo-

derate heat, and stir until they attain the consistence of a

¢

plaster.”
By the addition of this small proportion of cantharides, {
the stunmulating power of the Burgundy pitch 1s still

. 1 . 1 1 . 1 “
more H]’.Z'I'('Lil-;c';! than by 1].'11‘ articles iJ'.'l'\'.:"'.]; 1 tne 3.".""'_.—

ding composition. ‘T'his accordingly affords a - t
cellent rubefacient, which 13 frr_'w';u;-L:Li:: emploved.

t
EMprrasTRUM L Aromatic Plaster, P 1

Dub. i

¢ "Jfake of Frankincense, thr

el

half an ounce; Cinnamon ]
Essential Oil of Pimento, Essential Oil of Lemons, of

1 ‘u ] .I. 2 - 1.; . " i
each two drachms. Melt the frankincense and wax to-

irk in powder, six dras

gether, and stir, as it thickens on becoming cold. D
with it the cinnamon, previously rubbed with the essen- ¢!
4 ]

plaster.

tial oils, and form them into a |

This 1s designed as a stomachic pl.‘a-i,!-;‘t', being ;-.1‘-11[]:_:!. el
to the region of the stomach in some forms of dyspepsia, of

It ought to be always extemporaneously prepared, as th q

cesential oils are soon volatilized,




. Ph. Lond

Take of Flour, a pound ; Yeast of Beer, half a pint,

Mix them, and apply a gentle heat until the mixture be-

The yeast, mixed with the flour, and aided by the heat

|
i

soon excites fermentation, and the cataplasm in

tate has been applied with much advantage as an

- = - % e - R PR e
anodyne i painful and irritable sores, and as an antisep-
1 ™ T
1 I th I1cetor 1{S eincac a
pears to depend on thie carbonic acid gas evolved by

fermentative
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Mustard Cataplasm, Pl Lond

ds, Lintsee

" A 1 - -
s of each in pow-
1

Ll

g e iy - 1 . I
negar, warm, as much as 15 suffi-

X, SO0 a5 o ootan’ the consistence o

plasm.” In the Dublin Phar
| s " 411 LI AJUDIN IEY

equal quantiti

l"ﬁ- t]E'L'.'.::; 11'.;""

quired ;

dered more § .1-.-.I_‘|1..,.L1 oy the adaition of two ounces of

horse-radish root, ﬁ.‘l-:|1,* 54

The Mustard Cataplasm,




420 CATAPLASMS.

is the composition usually applied as a powerful stimu-

lant to the soles of the feet, in typhus, where there is

a determination to the head, and in comatose affections.

R . T

It acts as a very powerful rubefacient; its action is at-

i
I . : L
' tended with a sense of heat and pain, which soon become
i urgent, and hence, when applied in a state of cama, the
| & - -

': application ought not to be continued too long. It ope-
| . - 1 . '] - .
| rates on the same principle as a blister, and differs prin-
i
i cipally in its effect being more quickly obtained, and
q being more powerfully stimulant to the general system,
!

without producing the same extent of superficial inflam-

mation.

e
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