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CHAP. XXV.

LINIMENTA, UNGUENTA ET CERATA.—LINIMENTS, 0INT-
MENTS, AND CERATES.

a8
E HESE are compositions of a soft consistence, having
some unctuous substance for their basis, such as oil, lard,
spermaceti or wax. When the consistence i3 so soft as
to be thick, but nearly fluid, it is termed a Liniment;
when it is more firm, it is an Ointment; and when still
harder, it forms a Cerate. It is evident that these diffe-
rent degrees of consistence depend on the proportions of
the ingredients, 'Where the oil is in large quantity, a
liniment is formed, and the addition to this of a larger
proportion of wax forms an ointment or cerate. The
following general directions are given in the Edinburgh
Pharmacopmia for their preparagion. ¢ In making these
compositions, fatty and resinous substances are to be
melted with a gentle heat, stirring them constantly,
sprinkling in at the same time the dry ingredients, if there
are any, reduced to a very fine powder, until the mixture,
by cooling, become firm.” In general, it is better to
melt them by the heat of a water bath, than by the direct
application of fire to the vessel.
Formerly ointments were numerous and complicated
. ]
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in their composition, and SL?'['L_‘\‘_":':H adapted, \\'1[11 mucia
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formality, different cintments to answer different indica-
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tions. The practice is now more simple ; the principal
intention in these applications is to keep the parts soft
and easy, and to exclude the atmospheric air, and there-
fore the simplest composition that is of a proper consis-
tence and tepacity answers the purpose. Itis onlyina

few cases that certain substances are added to these sim-

f
ple compositions, with the view of obtaining peculiar ef.
fects from their stimulant, or sometimes their specific
operation, or from their chemical action. The consis-
tence of a cerate is usually the most convenient, at least
for continued application, that of an ointment being ra-
ther too thin, especially when it is rendered thinner by

the heat of the part applied.

LINIMENTUM AQUE caLcisy sive Oleum Lini cum Calce.
Linimént of Lime Water, or Qil of Lintseced with
Lime. (Linimentum Calcis, Ph. Dub.)

¢t Take of OQil of Lintseed, Lime Water, of each equal

s, Mix them.”

This is a saponaceous compound, formed by the mutual
chemical action of the lime-water and oil. It is a thick
bland fluid of a white colour, and is sometimes used as a

soothing application to inflamed parts ; more particular-

ly to. burns, being spread over the surface with a feather

[

It requires to be extemporaneously prepared, as after 2

little time the soapy matter separates from the water,

e

JaNIMENTUM SIMPLEX. L:;;:;l-.lc Liniment.

Thita 'n."'u\-— e DAt
Y [1ite vy aX, ONg palt
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¢ Take of Qlive Qil, four parts; V
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UNGUENTUM SIMPLEX. Simple Qintment.

ou
“ Take of Olive Qil, five parts; White Wax, twe Qi
parts.”
CeraTum simpLex.  Simple Cerate. W
¢« Take of Olive Oil, six parts; White Wax, three ¥
parts ; Spermaceti, one part.”
These compositions differ merely in consistence. They
are applied, spread on linen, as usual dressings to slight Pl
wounds and excoriations. The cerate affords the com- of
position, which, from consistence, is best adapted to this,
L3 . - * - ; |
I'he following compositions, in the London and Dublin
Pharmacopeeias, are nearly the same, and are designed
for the same purposes.
UNGUENTUM CETACEI, Ph. Lond. -
pi
UxGueNTuM sPERMATIS cETI, Ph. Dub. Spermaceti &
Ointment, S
The former consists of Spermaceti, six drachms ;
White Wax, two drachms 3 Olive Oil, three fluidounces - n
the latter, of White Wax, half a pound ; Spermaceti, one i
pound ; 1’repﬂrcd Lard, three pounds.
:

CerATUM cETACEI, Spermaceti Cerate, Ph. Lond.—
1s composed of half an ounce of Spermaceti ; two ounces
of White Wax ; and four fluidounces of Olive Oil ;

hence differs merelv in consistence
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Ceratum. Cerate. Ph. Lond.—This consists of four
sunces of Yellow Wax ; and four fluidounces of Olive

Oil.

UscuenNTuM cERZ FLAVE, Ointment of Yellow
Wasx, Ph. Dub.—is formed from one pound of Purified
Yellow Wax ; and four pounds of Prepared Lard.

UNGUENTUM CERE ALBE, Ointment of 'White Wax,
Ph. Dub.—is the same composition with the substitution

of White for Yellow Wax.

[TNGUENTUM RESINOosUM. Resinous Ointment. (Un-
guentum Resinz Albwe, Ph. Dub—Ceratum Resinz,
Ph. Lond.)

« Take of Hogs Lard, eight parts; White Resin, five
parts 3 Yellow Wax, two parts.” = In‘the London Phar-
macopceia, a pound of resin and a pound of wax are melt-
ed with a pint of olive oil.

The addition of the resin renders this considerably
more stimulating than the preceding ointments. Hence
it is used as a dressing where the object is to promote

'1'.nppur:i1iu::

1UNGUENTUM PULVERIS MELOES YESICATORIL, ¢lim Un
guentum f-;'jzj.-".ul;'us!j. um fortius. Ointment of the Pow-
der of Cantharides. (Unguentum Cantharidis, £/
Dub.—Ceratum Lyttee, Ph, Lond.)
¢« Take of Resinous Ointment, seven parts: Powde

e .
of Cantharides, one part
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This is the ointment commonly employed to establish
a purulent discharge, or form a superficial issue in the

part to which a blister has been applied ; this it doe

from the acrid and stimulating quality of the cantha

which quickly changes the serous discharge from the
ter into one of a purulent nature, and by continuing the
application, this may be kept up for any length of tir
In preparing it, the cantharides ought to be reduced to
very fine powder.

UNGUENTUM INFUSI MELOES VESICATORIY, olim

Linipuer=

fum j—'}'*‘flv’}i’-'*’:-‘:‘:'c:mi mitis., Ointment of Infusion

Cantharides,

¢ Take of Cantharides, White Resin, Yellow Wax,

of each one part; Venice Turpentine, Ho

each two''parts; Boiling: Water, four parts.
the cantharides in the water for a night, and strain the
liquer, pressing it strongly 3 having added the lard, boil it
until the water is evaporated ; then add the wax and re-
sin. These being melted and removed from the fire, add
the turpentine.”

The ocintment with the powder of cantharides some-
times occasions too much pain and irritation. The com-
position obtained by this process is designed as a milder
application, adapted in such cases to answer the same in-
dication. The water, by infusion on the cantharides,
extracts the derid matter, but this, from being in a state
of solution, is, after the subse quent evaporation, diffused

1 . r e ga = =
-.lil.'t.}U‘.'!.s! the unctuous matter 1n a state of finer Gl1yision

)
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than the powder can be. It is also from the proportions
ordered, in smaller quantity, but its stimulating qunliw is
aided by the turpentine, and it is still sufficiently so to

keep up the purulent discharge.

NTUM SUB-ACETITIS CUPRI, o1t Ungu.-:rrz‘_-'rm JE -

Ointment of Sub-Acetite of Ca-]n“.f.”.', or Verdi-

ris.  (Unguentum ZEruginis, Ph. Dub.)

“ Take of Resinous Ointment, fifteen parts; Sub-
Acetite of Copper, one part.
[his ointment is used as a stimulant and escharotic, ap-
plied to foul ulcers. It is rather too active, and in gene-
ral “-c'-_nir.-'-‘ to be mixed with an additional '[‘."\}an.,-, n of
resinous or simpi{: omntment ;3 nor is it used but as an oc-

casional dress

UNGUENTUM HYDRARGYRI, wulgo Ungue

Ointment of Quicksilver.

¢« Take of J nicksilver

f{n_‘::: 1,11'.'(1, hl]’i".‘ }'T;I'IS.
in a mortar with a little of the lard, until the globules

the rv:n.‘.irl'n_;

disappear : then add

i

3

ilso with a double or triple proportion of quicksil-

UNGUENTUM HYDRARGYRI FORTIUS. otronges Uintment

U;’ {)LI l| ..:'R.J-.Ic-- :11‘]:. .._i‘“t] —_— k nguenium Il\\.u AT Y-

Quicksilver, two pounds;
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red Hogs Lard, twenty-three ounces ; Prepared Tallow,

one ounce. Rub first the quicksilver with the tallow and £
a little lard, until the globules disappear ; then add the ¢
remaining lard, and mix them.” In the Dublin Pharma- Ty
copceia, equal weights of quicksilver and lard are direct- ti
ed to be rubbed together, until the globules are no longer &
visible.” a
v
UNGUENTUM HYDRARGYRI MITIUS. Dilder Ointment | p
of Quicksilver, Ph. Lond. Dub. ‘ i
« Take of the Stronger Ointment of Quicksilver, one v
part 3 Prepared Hogs Lard, two parts. Mix them.” The ‘ g
ointment under the same name in the Dublin Pharmaco- | b
peeia is ordered to be prepared in the same manner as the c
stronger ointment, using a proportion of lard, double that k
of the quicksilver. 0
Of these ointments, the one always employed for mercu- P
rial friction is that formed from equal weights of quicksilver b
and lard, The only use of the lard is to facilitate the ex- C
tinction, as it is called, of the quicksilver, and the introduc- ti
tion of it through the cuticle : these purposes are perfect- c
ly attained from this proportion, and any larger quantity I
of unctuous matter merely weakens it, and renders it ne- b
cessary to continue the friction longer. The proportion P
of one part of quicksilver to four of unctuous matter, or-
dered in the Edinburgh Pharmacopceia, gives an ointment tl
weaker than any that is ever used or kept in the shops. c

The ointments of the strength ordered in the other Phar-

macopceias are those in common use,
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L'his, like other mercurial preparations obtained by tri-

turation, was at one time regarded as deriving its efica-

cy from the mere mechanical division of the metal. The
reasons have been already stated for believing, that in all
these preparations the mercury is oxidated, and that their
action on the living system depends on this oxide. There
are even additional grounds for admitting this conclusion

with regard to mercurial ointment, Unctuous matter ap-
pears in general to promote the oxidation of metals by
the action of the air, as is exemplified in the green crust
which copper speedily acquires when coated thinly with
grease : quicksilver being in a fluid state, and the surface
being extended and renewed by the trituration, these cir-

cumstances are still more favourable to the same change

being effected more speedily. The improvement of the
ointment from keeping, affords a similar presumptive
proof. 'The ointment is, when newly prepared, of a light
bluish grey colour, but' when kept for some time it be-
comes of a much darker colour, probably from the oxida-
tion of the metal iutcomirtg morg complete ; and it has ac-
cordingly been found, that from ointment long prepared,
=] [ i ¥
P L P . D A I S Ty
less metallic quicksilver subsides, when 1t 15 Kept liquid
" . r . 3
; L]Lt: L:‘:;Ll_ cjf a water ]J;;lh, |!1LII] Ircm omtment newly
prepared. Even from the latter, only part of the quick-
silver subsides in g!r.ahule-_:', the l‘um.izuir';g (]11.1!![5&}’ 1S In
the state of a grey powder, which there is every reason to
- Wy E sl
rey oxide of the metal.

conclude, is the ¢

It has even been supposed, that the quicksilver in the

-

preparation mav suffer a farther chanee. “Unectuous mat-
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ter, and more especially that of animal origin, is known
to become rancid from the action of the air, and this
rancidity appears to be connected with the formation of
an acid, probably the acid produced from fat, the Sebacic
This change may take place to a certain extent during
the trituration, and still more when the ointment is long
kept, and may promote the oxidation of the mercury,
while any acid that is formed may combine with the
oxide. According to this view, mercurial cintment will
consist of unctuous matter, in which is diffused oxide and
sebate of mercury, with a portion generally of metallic
mercury, its activity, of course, depending on the former.
The extinction of the mercurial globules by trituration
being rather a laborious process, several expedients have
been contrived to facilitate it. Several of these are inad-
missible, such as the use of sulphur or turpentine. In
the ointment prepared with the former, the mercury is
probably not in an active state ; it is known by its deep
black colour, and by the smell of sulphur exhaled when
paper covered with it is kindled. Turpentine renders the
ointment too acrid, so that when applied by friction it
produces irritation on the skin or inflaommation ; it also
can be detected by the odour exhaled in burning. Rancid
fat, it has been found, extinguishes the quicksilver better
than recent fat, and may be allowed, as by the action of
the metal the rancidity of the fat appears to be correct-
ed. The trituration should always be made at first with
a little tallow, as lard does not oppose sufiicient resist=

ance to afford all the assistance that may be derived from

an
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the interposed matter, in facilitating the mechanical divi-

Mercurial ointment is the form under which mercury
is introduced into the system by external friction, It is
a mode employed with advantage in cases where the pre-
parations administered” internally are liable to be too
much determined to the intestines, so as to occasion
griping or purging, or when it is necessary to introduce
a large quantity of mercury speedily into the system; the
general mercurial action being thus soon induced. Itis
likewise sometimes employed in some local affections,
particularly bubo.  One drachm of the strong ointment
(that containing equal parts of mercury and lard) is in-
troduced by friction on the skin in the evening, and fre-
quently also in the morning, until the system 1s affected,
the part on which the ointment is rubbed being occasion-
ally changed to avoid irritation or inflammation. ‘The
weaker ointments ought not to be employed, as they
merely give unnecessary trouble, by the necessity of rub«

bing in so much lard.

[TNGUENTUM OXIDI HYDRARGYRI CINEREI. Qintment

of Grey Oxide of Quicksilver.

«t Take of Grey Oxide of Quicksilver, one part; Hogs
Lard, three parts.”

This is designed as a substitute for the mercurial oint-
ment, and, as the quicksilver is fully oxidated, it has been
supposed that it will prove more active and certain. It

yrobably would have this advantage; but it has been said
probably ld1 t fvantage; but it has b i,
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that it is not easily introduced by friction, the unctuou:
matter passing through the cuticle without the whole of
the oxide,—a difference which, if it do exist, must depend

on-the combination being less intimate

UNGUENTUM 0XIDI HYDRARGYRI RUBRI. Ointment ol
Red Oxide of:Quicksilver. (Unguentum Hydrargyri
Nitrico-oxydi, Ph. Lond.—Unguentum Sub-nitratis
Hydrargyri, Ph. Dub.)
¢ Take of Red Oxide of Quicksilver by Nitric Acid,

one part ; Hogs Lard, eight parts.”

This is applied as a2 mild escharotic to remove the dis-
eased surface of ulcers, and as a stimulant to promote
suppuration ; and in cases of languid ulceration and chro-
nic inflammation is often used with much advantage.
Care ought to be taken in its preparation, that the mer-
curial preparation 1s reduced to a very fine powder. It
ought also to be prepared only when it is to be used, ex
at least ought not to be long kept, as the mercurial oxide

or rather sub-nitrate soon undergoes decomposition, which

is indicated by the colour changing from a

a gl’f_“}'.

}r:gi'.-t red to

UNGUENTUM NITRATIS HYDRARGYRI FORTIUS, wuulg:
Unguentum Citrinum. Stronger Ointment of Nitrate
of Quicksilver. (Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitratis,
Ph. Lond.—Unguentum Super-nitratis Hydrargyri,
Ph, Dub.)

¢¢ Take of Purified Quicksilver, one

al

~*
—
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Acid, two parts ; Olive Oil, nine parts; Hogs Lard,
three parts. Dissolve the quicksilver in the acid ; then
beat up the solution strongly with the lard and oil previ-
cusly melted together, and beginning to cool, in a glass
meortar, so as to form an ointment.”

In this ointment the nitrate of quicksilver is combined
with the lard; and as there is also an excess of nitric
acid, it acts chemically on the fat, and, notwithstanding
the quantity of oil used, gives to the composition a firm
consistence. It forms a very excellent application in va-
rious forms of chronic inflammation, such, for example,
as psorophthalmia,and in different kinds of cutaneous erup-
tion, herpetic, or connected with superficial inflammation
or ulceration. It is either rubbed gently on the part af-
fected, or where this would produce irritation, it is ap-

plied, softened by heat, by a hair pencil.

UNGUENTUM NITRATIS HYDRARGYRI MITIUs. Milder
Ointment of Nitrate of Quicksilver.

“ This is made in the same manner as the preceding,
with a triple proportion of lard and oil.”

This 1s designed to afford an application milder than
the former, and also of a softer consistence ; but, to ob-
tain the latter convenience, it is better to reduce the
strong ointment with the requisite proportion of lard,
when it is to be used, as, from the operation of the acid,
the milder ointment, even with the increaged proportion
of unctuous matter, is nearly equally firm as the stronger

pintment.
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UNGUENTUM ACIDI NITRosi. Ointment of Nitrous
Acd.  (Unguentum Acidi Nitrosi, Ph. Dub.)

¢ 'Take of Hogs Lard, one pound ; Nitrous Acid, six
drachms. Mix the acid gradually with the melted lard,
and beat the mixture thoroughly while it cools.”

In this preparation part of the acid is decomposed, and
part of it is combined with the lard. It is designed as
an application in cutaneous affections, and has been said
to be similar in its effects to the preceding ointment. It
appears, however, considerably inferior in efficacy, and

since its first introduction it has been little used.

UNGuEnTUM oxipi PLUMBI ALBL. Ointment of White
Oxide of Lead. (Unguentum Cerussx sive Sub-ace-
tatis Plumbi, Pk. Dub.)
¢ Take of Simple Ointment, five parts; White Oxide

of Lead, one part.”

This has been used principally as an application t

burns and superficial inflammation,

UNGUENTUM ACETITIS PLUMBI, vulgo Unguent

i M=

mpum. QOintment of Acetite of Lead. (Ceratum

nguentum i‘LICT,'-

Plumbi. Super-acetatis, Pk. Lond.—Ungu

tatis Plumbi, Pk, Dub.)

¢ Take of Simple Ointment, twenty parts; Acetite of
1.ead, one part.”

The preparations of lead have been supposed to pos-

sess a specific power in abating inflammation by local ap-
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plication. They are usually applied under the form of
solution 3 but where that of ointment is preferred, this
composition has been considered as preferable to any
other, as containing the most active preparation of lead.
It is accordingly often used as a dressing to inflamed

parts.

CERATUM PLUMBI COMPOSITUM. Compound Cerate of

j_.t?;l{I. Ph. ;.L}]]Li,

“ Take of Solution of Acetate of Lead, two fluid-
ounces and a half; Yellow Wax, four ouncess Olive
Oil, nine ounces; Camphor, half a drachm. Mix the
wax melted, with eight fluidounces of the oil, then re-
move the mixture from the fire, and as soon as it ]l:i?;i:]t;
fo become t]l"n‘.'\'. add ;I'.!L'.ll.ljli:.' the solation of acetate of
lead, and stir them constantly with a wooden spathula,
IJZ!"”}': mix with these the «.1:1'.‘,‘?5=.ul' digsolved in the re-

maining Oil.

A composition similar to this was introduced by Gou-

lard, as a form of applying lead in ointment. <1t has beén

known by the name of Goulard’s Cerate, 'and 'has! been
supposed preferable to the preceding ointment, It may
1

derive some &:1;.1 ['.Li\z'JELL'."__'\E: 45 a soothmng ,;i-.ij_!u.-r“lml to

rts, from its soft consistence, and from the

lead being diffused tl‘;]'t'-l:gh it in a dissolved
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LTNGUENTUM .OXIDI ZINCI IMPURI, ofim Uny

T LT
’ 1 o A -

5 B .
f 'o'r.J (a?i{i'},'“a‘-’a:}'h.

Zinc. (Ceratum Calaminz,
Calaminarisy; Ph. Dub,)

¢¢ Take of Simple Cerate, f
Carbonate of Zinc, one part.”

This is the common healing cerate, Turner’s Cerate
as it has been named, which has long been used as a

J 8

¥ T : . R e H e | PRy A
dressing to slight wounds, excoriations, and ulcers. = It
R o’ imply by excludide the air and ]
“Pp“"rb to act Slm},} :\- (..nClJLJ.-.Jb tile aIr anda Keef ;111-"
the surface to which it is applied soft 5 but it is prefer=
able to the composition of wax and oil alone, from the
levigated calamine giving a degree of consistence, which

1s not altered by the heat of the body.

['utia Ointment. (Unguentum Tutizw,

¢« Take of Simple Liniment, five parts ; Prepared Im-
pure Oxide of Zinc, one part.”

This 'has been used principally as an application in
chronic ophthalmia, but it appears to have no particular

virtue.

UncueNTUM 0XiDI ZiNct. Ointment of Oxide of Zinc.
(Unguentum Zinci, Ph. Lond.—Unguentum Oxidi
Zinciy Ph. Dub.)

«« Take of Simple Liniment, six parts ; Oxide of Zinc,

ane part

—

bl

Q1




rr

A

"W

AND CERATES. 403

I'his was introduced as a substitute for the calamine
cerate, oxide of zinc being supposed a purer substance

than the calamine stone., Calamine, however, acts mere-

y mechanically in the composition, and there is no ad-

vantage in the substitution of the more expensive oxide

-
2

hence this ointment i1s seldom used. Sometimes it has

n applied in ophthalmia.

UncuenTUM ricis. Ointment of Tar. (Unguentum
Picis Liquide, Ph. Lond. Dub.)
¢ Take of Tar, five parts; Yellow Wax, two parts.”
In the London and Dublin Pharmacepceias, the composi-
tion 1s equal weights of Tar and Tallow melted together.

This stimutating ointment is sometimes applied to foul

¥

ilcers, and has been used with advantage in tinea capitis.

UNGUENTUM Picis ARIDE. Pitch Ointment. Ph. Lond.
¢ Take of Pitch, Yellow Wax, Yellow Resin, of each
nine ounces 3 Olive Oil, a pint. Melt them together, and
strain through linen.”
This is applied to the same purposes as the

preceding
{;l11t!1‘==i'11[, from which it differs a little in (.'UI];"-.U.t'\'.'!'lCc:', and

- = S | X Vo ooy oy
in its smell l_:L-mE less strong.

UnGUueENTUM sULPHURIS. Ointment of Sulphur. (Un-
guentum Sulphuris, Ph. Lond. Dub.)
¢ Take of Hogs Lard, four parts; Sublimed Sulphur,
one part. To each pound of this ointment, add of Es-

sential Oil of Lemon, or Essential Oil of Lavender, half
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a drachm.” The essential O, wiich 15 f.'.es1:-;'.‘.el1: merely
to cover the unpleasant smell of the sulphur, is not or-
dered in the London or Dublin Pharmacopceia.

Sulphur is applied under this form as a2 remedy in
¥ v o o R iy T pob s s | -E e S o PR S i hlsad
psora, the surface affected with the eruption being rubbed

with the cintment,

UNGUENTUM SELPHURIS ComPosITUM. Compound Sul-

phur Ointment. = Ph. Lond.

¢ Take of Sublimed Sulphur, half a pound; Root of
White Hellebore, in powder, two ounces; Nitrate of
Potash, a drachm ; Soft Soap; half a pound; Prepared
Lard, a pound and a half.”

White Hellebore root has been employed with advan-
tage in psora, and this compound ointment may perhaps
prove successful in cases where the simple sulphur oint-

ment might be more slow in its operation or fail.

UncuenTum ELEMI cbmrosiTuM. Compound Oint-

ment of Elemi. IPh. Lond.

 Take of Elemi, one pound ; Common Turpentine,
ten ounces ; Prepared Suet, two pounds; Olive Oil, two
fluidounces. Melt the elemi with the suet, and having
” S L B va fae R sl vl
removed them from the fire, mix them immediately with
the turpentine and oil ; then strain through linen.”
This ointment is moderately stimalatis 7, somewhat si

b | i RtV el 2 e ® S r, -+ s a Sy .
ilar to the resinous ointment, and is applied to the same
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purpose, that of exciting suppuration from an ulcer
There is a similar composition in the Dublin Pharmaco-
poeia, under the name of Unguentum Elemi, in which 2

1

- 1 - L X e 1
pound of Elemi, half a pound of Wax, and four pounds

of Lard are n elted together.

=T - & v Fllar @ A !

UncuentoMm samsucl, Ointment of Elders Ph. Lond
(Unguentum Sambuci, Ph. Dub,)

¢« Take of the Flowers of Elder, Prepared Lard, of

K

each two 1;-:.\1'!';{5‘3. Boil the flowers of elder with the

lard until they become friable ; then strain through lir

The elder flowers communicate to the unctuous mat-

a1

LA

ter a rich green colour. Qintments and plasters thus co-
loured by different herbs were formerly in use, but they
have been properly discarded as possessed of no useful
quality, and as the easier mode of giving them a colour,
by the addition of some green pigment, came to be sub-

stituted in the shops for that of boiling the unctuous mat-

ter \'\_..'.i; '1 _|.i't".',.zl \-'-"E::l."t.nl;ll_'.

maTrI. Ointment of White Hellebore

Ph, Lond, (Unguentum Hellebori Albi, Ph. Dub.)

¢ Take of White Hellebore, rubbed to powder, twa
QUINCES 5 E";'v}‘,-.:1'f:|l Hogs Lard, x'f]_:_]:!'_ ounces ; il of Le-

mon, twenty minims, Mix them.” In the composition

of the Dublin Pharmacopeeia the oil is omitted, and the

'_'T".-;}'L;Ti-ll_'d Q1 .[{_1“»[', e 15 onlv ;”'-‘q. ounces to 3 pound
X

:-;. _T'



i p—.

e ol i, T

S

—tre o —

4006 LINIMENTS, OINTMENTS,

Hellebore is used, under this form, as an application to

psora. It proves sometimes effectual, and 1s less dis-

:ggn‘r*:;]:'u;t than the ;‘.iwplic:;:ic!n of the sulphur ointment.

UNGUENTUM HYDRARGYRI PRECIPITATI ALBI. Qint-
ment of White Precipitate of Mercury. Pk Lond.
Unguentum Sub-Muriatis Hydrargyri Ammoniati

L 4 o ) ]

Ph. Dub.)

« Take of White Precipitate of Mercury, a drachm ;
Prepared Lard, an ounce and a half. To the lard melted
with a gentle heat, add the precipitate of mercury, and
mix them.”

This is sometimes used as a very mild escharotic, and

as a l'(‘ITIEd‘I' in some cutaneous C!’llp'L'!DIIE;.

CeraTum saponNis, Cerate of Soap. Ph. Lond.

« Take of Hard Soap, eight ounces; Yellow Wax,
ten ounces ; Semi-vitrified Oxide of Lead in powder, one
pound ; Olive Oil, one pint; Vinegar, one gallon. Boil
the vinegar with the oxide of lead on a slow fire, stirring
constantly until they unite together; then add the soap,
and asain boil it imilar manner until the water is e
and again boil in a similar manner until the water is en
tirely dissipated : lastly, mix with these the wax previous-
1 Ited with tl atl « then miv with 1t the other inore
Iy melted with the oil 3 then mix with it the other ingre-
dients, so as to form a cerate.”

This composition must derive any eflicacy it has, prin-
cipally from the acetate of lead, formed by the boiling of

he vinegar on the litharre, and it appears to. he an opes
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CERATES,

ose process to obtain a composition which has no very

particular advantage,

l
CeraTuM saBINE. Cerate of Savine. Ph. Lond. . (Un
= auentum Sabinwe, Ph. Dub.)
. g

d. ¢« Take of the Fresh Leaves of Savine, bruised, one

—1

1y pound ; Yellow Wax, half a pound ; Prepared Lard, two |

e - : 2 :
pounds. Boil the leaves of the savine with the lard and
wax melted together; then strain through linen.” In

i the Dublin Pharmacopeeia, only half a pound of savine is

id ordered to the above proportion of lard and wax.
' This ointment is designed as a substitute for the can-

tharides ointment, as an applic:ulmm to excite suppuration, -

id
and continue a purulent discharge, which it 1s said to do
without }-a:,uiutin;_: pain or irritation, consequences that
occasionally result from the common issue ointment. Itis
em eometimes used. prepared from the leaves of savine
X, also sometimes used, prepared from the leaves o1 savine,
ia reduced to fine powder, and mixed with lard,
il :
UncuentuM prpERis NiGRL  Ointment of Black Pep-
% per. Ph. Dub.
D, ]
1= ¢ Take of Prepared Lard, one pound; DBlack Pepper,
| rubbed to powder, four ounces. Form them into an
| - |
< gintment. |
i must form a very stimulating ointment, For

what purpose it'is designed is not very obvious.




s, - -

HYDRARGYR]

“ Take of the Strong Mercurial Ointment, Prepared

Jintment, Prepar

Lard, of each four ounces; C imphor, one ounce ; Req

tified Spirit, fAfteen minimss Water of Ammonia, four ;

fluidounces.  Rub the camphor first with the spirit, the

with the lard and mercurial ointment 3 lastly, adding gra-

dually the water of ammonia, mix the whole together.” |
This is designed as a stimulating ‘application and dis- d

cutient, to be applied to indolent tumors or collections of

{luid ; by its stimulant action it may promote absorp. ¢l

tion, and the mercury introduced by the friction may ex-

ert a more permanent action. P

LINIMENTUM TEREBINTHINE. Turpentine Liniment, .
“ Take of the Resin Cerate, a pound ; Oil of Turpe

tine, half a pint. To the melted cerate add the oil of C

turpentine, and mix them together.” ]
Oil of turpentine has been found to be a successful 0

application to burns, and this liniment is a form under

which it has been used,
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