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CHAP. XXIII

PILULZE,—PILLS.

Pivvs are formed from a mass sufficiently stiff and ad-
hesive to preserve the round form which is given to them.
Under this form, such medicines are generally exhibited
as are nauseous, either in taste or flavour, and such as
operate in a small dose. Few general rules require to be
given with regard to their formation, Such of the ingre=
dients as are capable of being reduced to powder, are first
triturated to the requisite fineness; those which are of a
softer consistence are then added, and if this is not suf-
ficient to bring the whole to a proper consistence, a small
quantity of syrup or mucilage is to be added ; the former
1s preferable, as the latter, in drying, is liable to render
the mass too hard. Some substances, as several of the
gum-resins, become soft on beating, so as to form inte
pills. Light vegetable powders, when beat up with syrup,
form a mass which is not sufficiently coherent to roll
out. In this case it is necessary to add a small quantity
of pure soap, which gives the necessary tenacity. Metallic
preparations, which are heavy, and given in a small dose,
are made into pills by the addition of some extract or

conserve. If the pill mass is too soft, so thatt
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after being formed; do not keep their form, it may be
made harder by the addition of a small quantity of any
inactive vegetable matter, as powder of liquorice. After
they are rolled out, they must, to prevent them from ad-
hering, be covered with the same powder, or, what is pre-
ferable, as less liable to become mouldy, starch or carbo-
nate of magnesia. A pill ought not to exceed five grains
in weight, or twelve may be formed from a drachm of
the mass. They ought not to be prepared in too large a
guantity at a time, as if long kept they become so hard as

to be scarcely acted on in the stomach.

Prriurz ALoETicE. Aloétic Pills.

¢t Take of Socotorine Aloes reduced to powder, Soap,
of each equal weights, Beat them with Simple Syrup, so
as to make a mass fit for pills.”

In this formula the proportion of extract of gentian is

too large, the mass being too soft to form properly into

nills. It affords a convenient form for the exhibition of

aloes, and is in common use as a purgative. ' Its medium

dose is 10 or 15 grains.

PiLurLz aLoes composiT®. Compound Aloes Pills

I‘h.:rm. ]“led.

Take of Socotorine Alqges, in powder, one ounce ; Ex-
tract of Gentian, half an ounce ;3 Oil of Carraway, fr.!rt:.'

minims ; Syrup, as much as necessary. Deat them to-
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gether until they form a mass.’

Under either of these simple forms aloes is very com-
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Sulphur, Oil of Cloves, of each one part. Let the aloes

and scammony be reduced, with the salt, to powder;

hen let the colocynth, rubbed into a fine powder, and the

oil, be added. Lastly, beat them with mucilage of gum
a " L=

biC INTtOo @ Mmass.

C-!Jl"l‘riJLJLi]!f.': Colo-

¢ Take of Colocynth, half an ounce ; Hepatic Aloes,

Scammony, of 'each an ounce ; 5}‘.‘11;:11 H.';Lp., two

drachms; Oil of Cloves, one drachm. Reduce the aloes,

and colocynth, separately to powder ; then

together with the oil and soap, with the addi-
tion of the syrup, into a mass.”
These compositions are of similar powers. They af-

er cathartic than the simple alo€tic pill, and

y this compound pill is used in constipation, or

y obviate habitual costiveness. Two l‘.li]_. are a commeon
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(Pilulz Aloes cum Myrch. Ph. Lond. Dub.)

¢ Take of Socotorine Aloes, four parts; Ui"f!:,’l']']l, two
parts ; Saffron, one part. Beat them into 2 mass with Sim-
le Syrup.”  In the formula of the London College, the
proportion of saffron is equal to two parts. In that of the
Dublin Pharmacopeeia, a little Oil of Carr wway is added.
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Rufus’s Pills, have long
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H tic, useful in dyspepsia connected with costiveness; some-
1 times used also in hypochondriasis, hysteria, and in jaun-

' dice. lheir doseis ten or fifteen grains.

! PrLurz aMMoNIARETI cUPRI, Pills of Ammoniuret of |
Copper.
Take of Ammoniuret of Copper; rubbed into fine

I powder, sixteen grains 3 Crumb of Bread, four scruples ;

. Water of Carbonate of Ammonia, as much as may be

sufficient. DBeat them into a mass, which divide into

thirty-two equal pills.”

; It is under this form that ammoniuret of copper is gi-

: ven in epilepsy and the other spasmodic diseases in which

| it has been employed. Half a grain of it is contained in
each pill. One pill is given at first, night and morning,
and the dose is gradually increased, as far as the stomach
and gellcr::l system will bear it, until a cure is obtained,

or the remedy has received a fair trial.

PiLuLz AssE FETIDE comMposiTE. Compound Assafce.
E ' tida Pills.

¢ Take of Assfectida, Galbanum, Myrrh, of each eight
parts 3 Rectified Qil of Amber, one part. Beat themin-
to a mass with Simple Syrup.”

These pills afford a stimulating aperient, and feetid

' antispasmodic, used in hysteria and amenorrheea, two or

three of them being taken at bedtime.
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PiLULZE cALBANI comrosiTE. Compound Pills of Gal-
anum. Pharm. Lond.

«¢ Take of Galbanum, an ounce; Myrrhy, Sagapenum,

of each one ounce and a half 3 Assafcetida, half an ounce ;

Syrup, as much as may be sufficient. Beat them toge-

ther, and form a mass.”

PrLuL® wmyrrHE composit#. Compound Pills of
Myrrh, Ph. Dub.

«« Take of Assafeetida, Galbanum, Myrrh, in powder,

f adrachm. Tri-

of each one ounce 3 Qil of Amber, ha
turate them together, and form them into a mass with
Simple Syrup.”

These compositions, though under different names; are
similar to the preceding one. They all form a substi-
tute for the Gum Pills of the older Pharmacopceias.

They are used in the same cases, and in the same dose.

PiLorz HYDRARGYRI. Mercurial Pill. (Pilulz Hy-
drargyri, Ph. Lond. Dub.)

« Take of Purified Quicksilver, Conserve of Red Rose,
of each one ounce ; Starch, two ounces. Rub the quick-
silver with the conserve, in a glass mortar, until the glo-
bules entirely disappear, adding, as there may be occa-

gion, a little mucilage of gum Arabic ; then add the

starch, and beat, with a little water, into a mass, which
| ] 3

is to be immediately divided into four hundred and eighty

pills.,” The formula in the London and Dublin Pharma
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facilitating the operation. Much attention 15 requi
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the Edinburgh College to form it into 2 mass, and 1s pre-

ferable to liquorice powder, as not being liable to become
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in 1ts operation than 3y and has less determina-

to the intestinal canal, it is sufficiently active and

certain. The common dose, given with the view of indu-

e usual mercurial action, 1s two pills at bedtime
and onme in the MoTnNIng, which, 1n particular cases and
habits, requires to be increased. Four or six pills given

at once generally excite purging.

PiLULE oP1ATR, ofim Pilule Theba

« Take of Opium, one part; Extract of Liquorice,
p | T

. G ~ i
seven parts ; Jamaica Pepper, two parts, JIvlix the opium

and the extract separately, softened with diluted alkohal,

and beat them into a pulp; then add the Jamaica pepper
rubbed t W i them well, reduce them




PsLuLz saronts cum or1o.  Pills of Seap with Opium,

Ph. Lond. ]

« Take of Hard Opium, rubbed to powder, half an

ounce ; Hard Soap, two ounces. Beat them together, '_“
until they form one mass.” =l
tal

PiLuLs E sSTYRACE. Pills of Storax. Pharm. Dub. | sic

¢ Take of Purified Storax, three drachms; Soft Puri- ' =
fied Opium, one drachm ; Saffron, the same weight. . P
Beat them together, mixing them thoroughly.” |

The articles which in these compositions are added to
the opium, cannot be supposed to have any important ef- ipi
fect on its operation; they serve merely to disguise it 3 lf
and where it is necessary, which it occasionally is, to ==
conceal the administration of opium from the patient, D
they afford convenient forms. Even the namie sometimes
requires to be concealed in a prescription 3 and hence the
reason of the names given by the London and Dublin
Colleges being derived from the trivial ingredients. It is
only to be regretted, that the proportion of opiumi is not 3
the same in all of them, Two pills, or ten grains of the \
pill of the Edinburgh Pharmacopceia, contain one grain of o
opium; while in the formula of the London and Dublin
Colleges, the proportion of opium is larger, five grains P
or one pill containing one grain.
PiLunm ruer composits, Compound Pills of Rhu-

barb. 8

“ Take of the Root of Rhubarb, in powder, one
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aunce 3 Socotorine Aloes, six drachms ; Myrrh, half an

ounce ; Oil of Peppermint, half a drachm. Beat them

into 2 mass with syrup of orange-peel.”

This 15 2 moderate laxative mugh f:n‘:ploy(:d, cspeciul[}r
in dyspeptic affections, to obviate costiveness, and stimu-
late gently the stomach and intestines. Two pills are
taken at bed-time, and operate in general without occa-
sioning any irritation, evacuating the contents of the in-

testines, without producing purging.
g g

PiLuLz sciLerticza. Squill Pills.

¢t Take of the dried Root of Squill, rubbed to a fine
powder, one scruple; Gum-Ammoniac, Cardamom Seeds,
in powder, Extract of Liquorice, of each one drachm.

Beat them with simple syrup into a mass,”

Dy . -

Pinura sciLLz composiTZE, Compound Squill Pills.
Ph. Lond.
¢ Take of the Root of Squill, recently dried, and beat
to powder; a drachm ; Ginger Root, in powder, Hard
Soap, of each three drachms; Gum-Ammoniac in powder,
two drachms. Mix the powders together; then' beat
them with the soap, adding as much syrup as may be

sufficient to give the due consistence.”

D

ILULE SCILLE cUM ZINGIBERE. Pills of Squill with
Ginger.
¢« Take of Squill Root in powder, one drachm; Gin-

ger Root in powder, two drachms; Essential Qil of
5 A 3 :




PILLS.

Anise, ten drops. Triturate them together, and form
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by diffusion 1n water.

not very well adapted to preserve this
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