DISTLLLED SPIRITS.

s s e o ———

!i LkonoL dissolves the essential oils of vegetables in
much larger quantity than water does, and it might
therefore be supposed that it may be more :;I!.{';11;;57},' 1M -
pregnated with them by distillation, and hence possess
in a much greater degree the aromatic flavour and
pungency of the plant from which it is distilled. It is
:‘;iilfm'n, hr;wmfnr, that this is the case s and from many
vegetables alkohol acquires by distillation a weaker im
pregnation than water. This is owing to its greater vola-
tility.  All the essential oils are volatilized at a temper-
ature of 212°, and must therefore rise with water in dis- |
tillation, and impregnate it to the extent in which it can

dissolve them. Dut there are many of them not volatil-

ized at the temperature at which alkohol boils, and when
distilled, therefore, from the plants containing them, it
comes over weakly impregnated with their odour or pun |

aAencCYy.

(=}

named, is employed in the distillation. It is macer

on the vegetable substance and is ther

hol rises first nearly pure, but as the
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the liquor requires always a higher temperature to cause

to boil : the vapour therefore is more largely impreg-
nated with the essential oil, and towards the end of the
distillation ‘the whole of it is brought over with the last
portion of water 3 and the spirit, which has previously been
cistilled, being mingled with this, forms a transparent so-
lution. This forms a distilled spirit. There are at least
only two in which pure alkohol is the solvent,—the spirit
of lavender and spirit of rosemary, the essential oils of
these plants being sufliciently volatile to be elevated at
the temperature at which alkohol distils.

Distilled spirits are preparations of no great 1Mpor-

tance. like the distilled waters tfae}f serve merely as

vehicles for the administration of more active me

| - 3
the taste and flavour of which iht—.‘}' cover or render ¢

grateful ; or they are oecasionally employed as grateful

stimulants, to relieve nausca or flatulence, "The directions

tor preparing them are given, in the Edinburgh Pharma-

YTy vdar +) Aret nf
copceia, under the first of them,

OPIRITUS CARI 'CARUL  Spirit of Currawav.

Caruiy, Ph. Lond. Dub.)

Seeds bruisec

s 4ualf a pound.

Alkohol, nine pounds. ite duning two

days in a close vessel; then add a sufficient quantity of

water to prevent empyreuma, and draw off nine rounds
I I'J 3 1

| iy by g g
prepared the follow
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Nine Pounds being drawn from the quantities affixed to

each ;

DPIRITUS CORTICIS LAURI CINNAMOMI. Spirit of Cinns-

mon. Ph. Ed. Lond. Dub. (Bark of Cinnamon, one

pound).

SPIRITUS MENTHAR PIPERITE FLORENTIS, opirit of Pep-
permunt. Ph. Ed. Lond. Dub. (Herb of peppermint, a
one pound and a half). ty

SPIRITUS NUCIS MYRISTICE MOSCHAT®E. Spirit of Nut. Ci
meg. Pk. Ed. Lond. Dub. {NL]t:ﬂi‘;:, bruised two dj
ounces).

SPIRITUS FRUCTUS MYRTI PIMENTZ. Spirit of Pimento as
Ph. Ed. Lond. Dyb. (Fruit of pimento, bruised, half a
pound). S
To these may be added the following from the Lon-

don Pharmacopeeia, which are prepared in the same man- br

ner : as

SPIRITUS ANISI. Spirit of Anise. on

SPIRITUS MENTHE VIRIDIs. Spirit of Spearmint,

SPIRITUS PULEGTI. Spirit of l’:‘.nn}ft‘n}-‘.lf. ha
All these spirits have the aromatic flavour, and to a cer- tiy

tain extent the pungency of the vegetables from which they

SP

are prepared. They require, therefore, no particular

seryations.
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Or Compound Spirits, the following have a place in
the 'Pi:L\.t'm;::'_'(}p-:rias :

SPIRITUS JUNIPERT COMMUNIS COMPOSITUS. Compound
Spirit of Juniper. Pk, Ed. Lond. Dub,

“ Take of Juniper Berries bruised, one pound ; Carra-
way Seeds, Fennel Seeds, of each bruised one ounce and
a half; Diluted Alkohol, nine pounds. Macerate for
two days 5 and, having added as much Water as is suffi-
cient to prevent empyreuma, draw off nine pounds by
distillation.”

This is a grateful cordial spirit, which has been used

as a carminative, and as a stimulant and diuretic in dropsy.

SPIRITUS ANISI COMPOSITUS. Compound Spirit of
Anise. Ph. Dub.

L1}

Take of Anise Seeds, Angelica Seeds, of each
bruised half a pound ; Proof-Spirit, one gallon ; Water
as much as is sufficient to prevent empyreuma. Distil
one gallon.”

This is similar to the preceding spirit, milder and per-
haps less grateful. It has also been-used as a carminae

tive.

SPIRITUS ARMORACIA COMPOSITUS. Spirit of Horse-ra-
dish. Ph, Lond. (Spiritus Raphani Compositus, Pk.
JanJ.j

* Take of fresh Horse-Radish root cut, dried Orange
Pt‘C’L

of each one pound; Nutmegs bruised, half an
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ounce ; Proof-spirit, a gallon ; Water, as much as is suf-
ficient to prevent empyreuma. Macerate for twenty-four
hours, then distil a gallon with a slow fire.” There was for-
merly in this composition two pounds of fresh scurvy
grass, and this is still retained by the Dublin College.
This compound spirit was formerly recommended

an antiscorbutic. It has justly fallen into disuse.

T . 1 I | 1. T8 . .1 Fa L
THERE remain, lastly, those Distilled Dpirits prepared
-

with Pure Alkohol,

i

OPIRITUS LAVANDULZE sPIcE. Spirit of Lavender. 27

lid. Lond. Dub.

<« Take of fresh Lavender Flowers, two pounds; Al-
kohol, eight pounds. = Draw off seven pounds by distilla-
tion with the heat of a water-bath.”

This oil of Lavender is sufficiently volatile to be ele-

vated with alkohol in wapour, and it is completely
s H ]

solved by it. The spirit is used principally as a grat
stimulating perfume, which gives relief in headach, drawn

up the nostrils, or applied to the forehead.

OPIRITUS LAVANDULE coMposiTUus. Compound Spirit

of Lavender. Ph. Ed. Lond. Dub.

¢« Take of Sl‘ririt of Lavender, three pounds ;

Rosemary, one pound; Cinnamon Bark bruised, on

ounce ; Cloves bruised, two drachms ; Nutmey bruised,
half an ounce ; Red Saunders Wood rasped, thre

drachms. IMacerate seven days and strain.” Inuthe for-
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mula given by the London College: the cloves are omitted.
II‘!Ii"J '.;‘:‘.(T‘.ﬂ'

mon use, for relieving languor and faintness, Its dose is

thirty or forty drops, taken on a piece lof sugar or in a

cupful of water.

SPIRITUS RORISMARINI OFFICI

mary. Ph. Ed. Lond. Dub.

NALIS. .'";1_11'1';:' of Rose-

“ Take of Fresh Rosemary Tops, two pounds 3 ‘Alko-
hol, eight pounds.  Draw off seven pounds by distillation
by the heat of boiling water.”

The London College employ diluted alkohol in the pre-
paration of this spirit.

Spirit of Rosemary is 4 very fragrant perfume, and is

in common use for the same purposes as the simple Spirit
of Lavender.

ALkoHOL.  Alkohol. Spiritus Vinosus Rectificatus.
Rectified Spirit of Wine.
There is no process given in the Edinburgh Phar-
macopceeia for the preparation of alkohol, It is supposed

to be procured from those who prepare it on a large
scale, and is inserted in the catalogue of the articles

of the Materia Medica, as of the specific gravity

-835, this being a strength at which it can be pro-
cured without difficulty, and being sufficient for any
Purpose to which it requires to be applied in' Phar-
macy. [

1s procured of this strength from any of

the spiritous liquors of commerce by slow distillation

e is a grateful cordial and stimulant in com-




144 DISTILLED SPIRITS

with a gentle heat, a pertion of sub-carbonate of potash

heated being previously added to abstract the water
more effectually from the spirit. It is usually submitted
to a second distillation, and a little alum is frequently
added previous to this, to remove any of the alkali which
might be held in solution in the spirit obtained by th

first distillation.

The London and Dublin Colleges, while they have al-

so inserted alkohol of this strength, under tl:u. name of

Rectified Spirit, 1n the catalogue of the articles of the Ma-
teria Medica, have given a process to obtain it more con-
centrated for particular purposes. The fullawinu‘ are th
directions in the London Pharmacopesia :

Take of Rectified Spirit a gallof; Sub-carbonate of Po-
tash, three pounds.. To the spirit add a pound of the
v b o, abo b Sy atreeare o waat l 2] 1a =
sub-carbonate o1 potasn previously heated to .nﬂt}(:um"._-c_-'.

and macerate for twenty-four hours, shakin ¢ frequently ;

then to the spirit poured offy add the remaining portion
of the sub-carbonate of potash heated to the same degrec ;
lastly, distil the alkohol from a water-bath, and presery
it in a vessel well stopt. The specific gravity of alkoho!
18 to.that of distilled water as 815 to 1000,

Theprocess in the, Dublin Pharmacopceia is nearly the
same. A gallon of Gectified spirit is mixed with an our
of pure potash ; af pound of the potash of commerce hest-
ed is added, and they are digested in a close vessel fe
three 'days, being frequently agitated : to the spirit poured

off, half a pound of dried muriate of lime is added, ane
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the product is .815.
ed The concentration of the alkohol in both processes is ob-

1y viously obtained by the action of substances h Wing a stropg
ch affinity to water,—the sub-carbonate of potash, and the mu-
he riate of lime; these attract it from the spiity and coun-

teract its volatility so as to prevent it rising in the distilla-

ton. The muriate of lime exerts this agency most

of powerfully; and by repeated distillationfrom it, alkohol has
a- been brought to its highest state of concentration, its spe-

! cific gravity being so low as .800 or 198, at the tempera-
ture of 60° Alkohol, rectified even so highly as is or-
dered by the London and Dublin Colleges, is required for

very few pharmaceutic pfocesses; and hence, in the greater

he number of their officinal preparations, rectified spirit, that
15y alkohol of the specific gra ity of 835, is directed to be

3 employed. The proof spirit of thie Edinburgh College,

n formed from equal parts of rectified spirit and water, is of
the specific gravity of .935. That of the London and
ve Dublin Colleges is stated at .930, and will be obtained
ol of this strength by mi four parts by measure of rec-

tihed spirit with three parts of w iter. The properties of
alkohol 25 an agent in pharmacy, and its medicinal ap-

cations, have been already enumerated.

15 distilled with a gentle heat. The specific gravity of
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